
What can I expect from Stateline Farm Beginnings?
Through Farm Beginnings you will:

Learn critical farm management skills such as creative financing and innovative marketing strategies
Access opportunities for land and equipment use and/or rental
Craft a tailor-made farm business plan
Join a vibrant network of local family farms—Upper Midwest CRAFT 
Receive one-on-one feedback from a farmer engaged in a similar enterprise
Learn about sustainable farming practices being used on real farms under a variety of conditions
Learn to view a farm as an interconnected system and learn how goals determine farming practices

Stateline Farm Beginnings®

with Angelic Organics Learning Center

What is Angelic Organics Learning Center’s Stateline Farm Beginnings?
Stateline Farm Beginnings is a farmer-led training and support program designed to help people plan and launch 
sustainable farm businesses. Since 2005, graduates of the program have launched more than 55 new sustainable 
farms in northern Illinois and southern Wisconsin.

The three components of the yearlong Stateline Farm Beginnings program:

Winter course (October to March): ten business planning sessions that focus on 
goal setting and planning for profit
Training events (April to October): monthly CRAFT field days at sustainable farms 
in northern Illinois and southern Wisconsin
One-on-one advising from a successful sustainable farmer in your field of interest 

Stateline Farm Beginnings Offers:
Winter Business Planning Sessions
http://www.learngrowconnect.org/sfb/winter-business-planning

Mentoring Opportunities
http://www.learngrowconnect.org/sfb/mentoring

Training Events
http://www.learngrowconnect.org/sfb/training

Watch our graduate video 
http://youtu.be/JLriMjeXiEU

Read a graduate profile
http://www.learngrowconnect.org/sfb/graduate-profiles

Learn About Our Graduates:

Apply Today
http://www.learngrowconnect.org/sfb/apply

More Information: http://www.learngrowconnect.org/stateline-farm-beginnings

Stateline Farm Beginnings Class of 2012-2013 at Angelic Organics



6. Graduation from Stateline Farm Beginnings provides access to advanced farmer training opportunities at 
      Angelic Organics Learning Center

Graduates that start or continue farm businesses can apply for one-on-one consulting grants though the Technical 
Assistance Program
Graduates may be eligible for the Farm Asset Builder agricultural IDA program, a matched-savings program for 
beginning farmers
The Journeyperson program, poised to launch in 2015, is targeted to support Stateline Farm Beginnings® graduates 
with 2 years of farmer-to-farmer mentorship

5. Angelic Organics Learning Center’s Stateline Farm Beginnings is part of the Farm
      Beginnings Collaborative, that offers program support from a national network of
      trainers committed to offering the best strategic farm business curriculum available

Classes are facilitated by staff that leverage expertise from ten other Farm Beginnings 
programs across the country
Stay current with trends in farm entrepreneurship from over seven states

4. Our classes and teaching materials focus exclusively on sustainable agriculture

Mingle with the upcoming generation of organic, biodynamic and sustainable farmers

Interested? Registration begins June 1st! Go to http://www.learngrowconnect.org/stateline-farm-beginnings to apply! 

3. Stateline Farm Beginnings is taught with over two-dozen 
       local farmers

Learn from people who have been in your shoes
Get real-world, practical, and specialized knowledge from the 
farmers leading the local food movement in the upper Midwest
Make professional, face-to-face contact with some of the most 
accomplished farmers in the area

2.!Stateline Farm Beginnings has a 10-year track record of training beginning  
       farmers in business planning  

Over 200 individuals have graduated from Stateline Farm Beginnings (we’ll happily refer you to a graduate to speak with!)
Over 70% of our graduates report that they are farming, either on their own farms or working on another’s farm  
Over 55 farm businesses have been started by graduates

1.!Enrollment in Stateline Farm Beginnings means you join a community   
     of over 80 local family farms—the Upper Midwest C.R.A.F.T. 
     (Collaborative Regional Alliance for Farmer Training) farmer alliance

Get a jump-start on building the region-wide community that your farm 
business will need to thrive
Learn along with your farming peers and develop long-standing ties to your 
fellow farmers-in-training through classroom activities
Attend classes at Angelic Organics, an internationally renowned organic 
vegetable farm

Coordinated by:
Angelic Organics Learning Center
1547 Rockton Road Caledonia, IL 61011 
815-389-8455 www.learngrowconnect.org

Why choose Stateline Farm Beginnings?
We have six great reasons!

Questions? 
Call Angelic Organics Learning Center’s Farmer 
Training Initiative directly at 815-389-6513 or email 
us at StatelineFarmBeginnings@learngrowconnect.org


