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Department of Parks & Recreation Operating Budget FY 2008 - 2015 

Parks & Recreation
Promised Increases

FY2009 Budget
Approved by Mayor
& City Council

Parks and
Recreation Actual
Expenditure²

Mayor's Proposed
FY 2015 Budget

¹The Mayor and City Council approved a $56 million operating budget for Parks & Recreation for FY 2009; however the budget was cut in response to the economic downturn. 

²The FY 2014 expenditure is estimated; actual expenditure will not be available until 2015. 

Sources: City of Philadelphia Five-Year Strategic Plan FY 2009-2013 PICA Approved, City of Philadelphia Operating Budget Council Approved for FY 2009, FY 2010, FY 2011,  

FY 2012, FY 2013, FY 2014, Mayor’s Operating Budget in Brief FY 2015 
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Philadelphia Parks Alliance 

FY 2015 Budget Analysis & Briefing Paper 

Mayor Nutter’s proposed increase of $500,000 for programming in FY 2015 is a 

good start, but it’s not enough.  We thank City Council & the Mayor for partial 

restoration of operations funding in FY 2013.  NOW it’s time for them to INVEST 

IN PROGRAMMING and restore the remaining $5 Million! 

 In 2008, at the request of Mayor Nutter, park advocates fought to pass his proposed "Parking Tax" 
increase, which was promised as a dedicated funding source to increase the budget for parks & 
recreation.  City Council approved the increase, but months later, the budget was drastically cut. 

 In FY 2010 $4.9 Million was cut from the Department of Parks and Recreation’s Programs Division, 
eliminating over 60% of Program staff positions and leaving Philadelphia’s children and families 
without even basic, no frills  programming they can rely on. 

 In spite of an increase in FY 2013, Parks & Recreation has received over $50 million less over the 
last five years than what was promised in the FY 2009-2013 Five Year Plan. 

 It is time to restore $5 Million in promised funding for quality programming for children and 
families in every neighborhood of Philadelphia. 

Parks & Rec is STILL $5 Million Short of the Approved Budget for FY 2009!  

 

 

It’s Time for the Mayor and City Council to CLOSE THE GAP! 
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Families in Poverty Depend on Parks & Recreation 

37% of Philadelphia children under 18 live in poverty.1 Many of their families cannot afford to join a gym, 
take a family vacation or to send their children to summer camp. They count on the City of Philadelphia to 
adequately fund Parks and Recreation programs and maintenance for all facilities and parks.  

 

Unsupervised Children Are At Risk 

Nationwide, 30% of middle school students are unsupervised after school. Children who are unsupervised 
are at a higher risk of substance abuse, gang involvement, teen pregnancy and dropping out.2 As a result of 
underfunding, Philadelphia’s families cannot count on reliable, responsible programming at their recreation 
centers and parks. Philadelphia needs system-wide high level programming that provides safe opportunities 
for our children to thrive. 

 
Children Deserve Equal Access 

We need to ensure that every child and every family in Philadelphia has access to excellent programs -- no 
matter what neighborhood they live in. There are too many rec centers and parks in Philadelphia that have 
no programming and no hope of programming at the current level of funding.  All of our children should 
have the opportunity to participate in high level specialized programs that expand their horizons and 
inspire then to live healthy, successful and fulfilling lives.  Every facility should offer a range of programming 
that exposes children to athletics, performing and visual arts, environmental science, cultural experiences, 
healthy habits and more.  

 
Parks & Recreation Improve Health 

A 2011 Philadelphia Department of Public Health report found that Philadelphia had the highest incidence 
of obese adolescents and the second highest incidence of overweight adolescents among the ten most 
populous US cities. It also found that Philadelphia had the highest prevalence of hypertension (34.5%) and 
the second highest prevalence of diabetes (10.7%).3 The Center for Disease Control has called for more 
parks and playgrounds as one solution to address the nation’s obesity epidemic.  Other studies have shown 
that people who have access to parks and programming exercise more and are both physically and mentally 
healthier. 

 
Active Parks = Safe, Vibrant Parks    

A 2012 study of park use in Philadelphia and  three other US cities found that park and recreation 
programming was the most important predictor of park use.4 Robust programming infuses parks and 
recreation centers with positive activity and crowds out negative, unsafe behaviors.  Well maintained, well 
programmed parks and recreation amenities activate our communities and our city, attracting positive 
behavior, investment in neighborhood revitalization, and healthy, happy, and engaged children and adults.   

                                                           
1 National Kids Count 2012 
2 2009 Afterschool Alliance Report America After 3pm 
3 Overview of Chronic Disease, Healthy Eating and Active Living Indicators for Philadelphia Adults and Children, Philadelphia Department of Public Health 
4 Cohen DA, et al., Use of neighbourhood parks: does socio-economic status matter? A four-city study, Public Health (2013), 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.puhe.2013.01.003 

WHY PROGRAMMING? 
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