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2014: Looking Ahead

While 2013 was a busy and productive year, there is a lot to 
look forward to in 2014. Following are things to expect 

in the year to come.

CSBG Reauthorization
After two years of hard work, CSBG reauthorization was 
introduced in Congress on January 13 by a bipartisan 
alliance of Community Action supporters. The act, known 
as the Community Economic Opportunity Act – H.R. 3854, 
reauthorizes the Community Services Block Grant through 
2023 and dramatically improves, simplifies and updates the 
program. 

“We believe that H.R. 3854 carries the core principles of 
Community Action into this new century – empowered low-
income communities determining the best use of scarce 
resources and carrying out their strategy in partnerships – while 
bringing 21st century performance tools and expectations to all 
levels of the program,” said David Bradley, executive director 
of the National Community Action Foundation and author of 
the bill. “It reinforces the private sector role in fighting poverty 
and simplifies the many requirements by law. Enactment of 
this legislation will open the gates for Community Action to 
enter the coming decade’s debate and response to poverty and 
inequality.”

To get this legislation passed, we need to support NCAF and 
the NCAF Political Action Committee, known as CAP-PAC. 
NCAF has been suffering financial hardships and now they 
need our support more than ever. Ohio has always been a strong 
supporter of NCAF; we need to continue that support now. To 
contribute to CAP-PAC, visit www.ncaf.org. Let’s show our 
support and define our future in Congress by doing all we can to 
get our reauthorization passed this year.

Appropriations Bill
Also on January 13, Congress released the fiscal year 
(FY) 2014 consolidated appropriations bill that will set 
discretionary funding for the federal government through 
September 30, 2014. The bill protects core Community 
Action programs, returning to pre-sequestration levels, and 
takes a big step towards restoring Weatherization. The bill is 
expected to pass both houses.

Program FY 2013 FY 2014

CSBG

$635 Million 
State Grants/$33 
Million 
Discretionary 
Programs

$674 Million 
State Grants/$35.9 
Million 
Discretionary 
Programs

LIHEAP $3.256 Billion $3.425 Billion
Weatherization $137.9 Million $174 Million
Head Start $8.1 Billion $8.598 Billion
CDBG $2.73 Billion $3.03 Billion
Home 
Improvement 
Partnerships 
Program

$950 Million $1 Billion

HUD $43 Million $45 Million

50th Anniversary
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the War on Poverty 
and Community Action. There have been numerous 
discussions in the media and those discussions will continue 
throughout the year. We must make sure the story of 
Community Action is heard during these discussions as well. 

 In honor of our 50th anniversary, OACAA has initiated 
a “50 Best Things About Community Action” campaign 
that will highlight each of Ohio’s 50 Community Action 
Agencies, sharing success stories that exemplify the best 
of Community Action. These success stories are being 
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posted on our blog once a week and emailed to our full mailing list, including the general assembly and the media, as well as 
being promoted on Facebook and Twitter. If you have not submitted your agency’s success story for the “50 Best Things About 
Community Action” campaign, please send them to Colleen at colleen@oacaa.org.

We will also host the 2014 Summer Conference May 21-23 in Athens, President Lyndon B. Johnson spoke in Athens 50 years 
ago, almost to the day (May 7, 1964), on the War on Poverty and presented his vision of the Great Society, which eventually led 
to the creation of Community Action Agencies.

Strategic Directions
In 2013, OACAA held a series of Strategic Directions meetings with member agencies throughout Ohio to discuss where we 
should be heading in the future. We discussed several key issues including how agencies are perceived in their communities, 
what we do well and not so well, how we can maintain local control, where to get the next generation of leaders, who our 
competitors are and the proposed performance standards. A lot of good data was collected from these discussions and this year 
the board will work with that data to determine how to proceed.

2014 is looking to be an exciting year! Let’s continue to advance the good fight on behalf of our agencies and the people we 
serve.
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