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Reentry Conference a Success

The Ohio Association of Community Action Agencies 
partnered with the Ohio Association of Local Reentry 

Coalitions to host the Ohio 
Reentry Best Practice 
Partnership Conference 
September 24-25 in 
Columbus, Ohio. The 
conference was a huge 
success, far exceeding 
attendance expectations 
and providing a valuable 

educational experience to 250 reentry professionals.

The goal of the conference was to bring together the 
professionals throughout Ohio that work with ex-offenders in 
order to help them better provide a multitude of wrap-around 
services that will help their clients become reintegrated citizens 
and reduce recidivism rates.

The free conference kicked off with educational workshops 
on grant writing, forming collaborations, managing and 
demonstrating the success of grant-funded programs, and 
the new legal options for certifications and qualifications for 
employment. During lunch, attendees listened to special guest 
speakers Philip E. Cole, executive director of OACAA and Gary 
Mohr, director of the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and 
Corrections. Mr. Cole told attendees about Community Action 
and why CAAs are good agencies to partner with in offering 
reentry programs. Director Mohr discussed the struggles with 
reentry, stating that it’s not necessarily the reentry system, 
but views of ex-offenders that is an issue. He commented that 
people tend to view ex-offenders as “less than human.” This 
is what needs to be addressed first to make reentry programs 
successful. Director Mohr explained that a large amount of 
prisoners are non-violent, mostly drug and property crimes, 
but when they are released from prison they face numerous 

barriers to success. Director 
Mohr questioned how that 
is increasing public safety. 
He believes the key is 
having caring people and a 
welcoming prison system 
that allows caring service 
providers to build the bridge 
between incarceration and 
release. Director Mohr shared how when he started as the 
director, he didn’t understand why there were two separate 
departments for prisons and reentry and he is trying to blur 
the lines between the two. He concluded by saying that all 
reentry is local and driven by caring people, not policy.

After lunch a panel of Community Action Agencies and 
reentry service providers from Allen, Athens, Hamilton and 
Sandusky counties discussed their successful collaborations. 
Attendees then formed small groups to discuss what current 
barriers exist in their communities that impact the quality or 
availability of reentry services in their areas. The evening 
concluded with a networking dinner.

The second day of the conference started with a breakfast 
featuring special guest speaker Senator Charleta Tavares. 

Senator Tavares told the 
group that policy makers 
do not know everything 
and people, such as the 
conference attendees, need 
to let them know what is 
happening, to share their 
issues with the general 
assembly and speak for 

those who don’t have a voice. She also said that we need 
employers who are willing to hire ex-offenders because 
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employment is the only way to keep people from another incarceration. Senator Tavares questioned that if there is no evidence 
that ex-offenders are poor employees, why does that stereotype persist. She concluded by saying that she supports our efforts. 

Guests then learned about juvenile reentry efforts, heard testimony from an employer who has a successful program of hiring ex-
offenders, and learned of the issues affecting dual diagnosed ex-offenders experiencing both mental health and substance abuse 
problems.

Thank you to everyone who attended the conference! We hope that you found it insightful and inspirational, and are ready to 
face the challenges with reentry in your community.


