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2013: A Year in Review

The Ohio Association of Community Action Agencies 
had a very busy year in 2013. With the start of the New 

Year, we’d like to take this opportunity to review our many 
achievements with you.

Ohio VETS Program: In 2013, OACAA initiated a pilot 
project, Ohio Vocation, Education, 
Training and Services (Ohio VETS) 
at six Community Action Agencies 
throughout Ohio. The program, 
which was funded through the Ohio 
Development Services Agency, offered 

education and training to assist veterans in finding meaningful 
employment at a living wage, and provided them and their 
families with other supportive services to help them attain 
self-sufficiency. Over 400 veterans were served through the 
program. To learn more about the program, see the December 
issue of the OACAA briefing.

Ohio Reentry Best Practice Partnership Conference: 
OACAA partnered with the Ohio 
Association of Local Reentry Coalitions 
to host the Ohio Reentry Best Practice 
Partnership Conference September 24-25 
in Columbus, Ohio. The conference was 
a huge success, far exceeding attendance 

expectations and providing a valuable 
educational experience to 185 reentry professionals. For more 
information about the conference, see the September issue of 
the OACAA Briefing.

Operation Warm: On October 31, Gov. 
John R. Kasich signed an executive order 
authorizing the expenditure of $100,000 in 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
(TANF) funds. The Governor’s Office of 

Faith-Based and Community Initiatives used the funds 
to partner with Operation Warm and Community Action 
Agencies to provide 3,125 new winter coats to at-risk 
children in Montgomery, Jackson, Vinton and Pike Counties. 
To learn more about this, see the December issue of the 
OACAA Briefing.

Newspaper Insert: In May, OACAA created a newspaper 
insert as a public relations campaign 
to promote Community Action in 
Ohio. The insert was distributed in 
35 newspapers throughout the state 
on May 30. The 40 participating 
agencies also received both print 
and electronic copies to distribute to 
lawmakers and community leaders, 
and post on their websites and share 

through social media. The insert shares real life stories from 
agencies across the state of people who have been helped by 
Community Action, focusing on four main areas, economic 
and workforce development, training programs, health and 
nutrition, and housing. 

State of Poverty Report: During the 2013 Winter 
Legislative Conference, OACAA released the 
State of Poverty Report. This enhanced report 
utilizes graphics and case studies to illustrate the 
effects of poverty in Ohio and dispel commonly 
held myths and misconceptions. The new format 
utilizing infographics garnered much attention 
from the media and other organizations.

Self-Sufficiency Calculator: In addition to releasing a 
Self-Sufficiency Standard report, OACAA created an online 
Self-Sufficiency Calculator. The Self-Sufficiency Standard 
is a measure of income adequacy for Ohio. It measures how 
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much income a family of a certain composition in a specific county in Ohio must earn to meet basic 
needs without public or private assistance. The Self-Sufficiency Calculator is a valuable resource 
on OACAA’s website that allows you to choose from a variety of family types in all of Ohio’s 88 
counties to determine the income needed to meet basic needs.

Strategic Directions Meetings: OACAA held a series of Strategic Directions meetings throughout the state for member 
agencies to discuss the future direction of Ohio’s CAAs. Phase 2 of this effort will begin later this year.

Fiscal Managers Discussion Group: OACAA has created a discussion group amongst many agency fiscal personnel where 
issues and concerns are regularly discussed via email to help learn from each other and share best practices.

Conferences and Trainings: In addition to our annual Winter Legislative Conference (254 attendees 
from 48 agencies) and Summer Conference (251 attendees from 38 agencies), OACAA held 21 on-
site trainings for member agencies and facilitated 11 strategic plans. Also, 130 family development 
specialists were re-certified.

New Website: In January of 2013, OACAA launched a new website with a fresh new look that includes our new logo, provides 
new information and is more user-friendly. The new website includes poverty facts, the history of 
Community Action, an enhanced online agency directory, and a members section that includes our 
newsletter, information about events and grant opportunities, access to reports and other resources, 
a link to a Community Needs Assessment Tool, a legislative updates section and information about 
OCATO, the training arm of OACAA.

We hope that you found these services useful. We look forward to continuing to serve Ohio’s Community Action Network in 
2014.
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