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OACAA News

A Message from the Executive Director

As of this writing, Community Action 
in Ohio has had an eventful year and 

we have many months before this year 
is over. Let me take this opportunity to 
review some of the important items we 
have experienced and talk about what may 
remain this year.

2014 is an election year. You know that 
Ohioans will be making their choice for Governor and that 
every other statewide position is being selected, too. What 
this usually means is that most controversial issues will not be 
challenged by the Ohio General Assembly until the election is 
over.  We have had a major victory on Medicaid Expansion. 
We are also pushing for expansion of the Earned Income Tax 
Credit. This was part of Governor Kasich’s Mid Biennial 
Review legislation, but the tax policy sections were separated 
out and will be heard later. Tax policy is often controversial. I 
imagine that it will be voted on in the Lame Duck session in 
December.  

Some people have been critical of the Governor for not making 
this EITC proposal refundable.   “Refundable” means that a 
wage earner could get more in the EITC refund than they paid 
in tax. We support the idea of making it refundable, but there is 
more to the story.

We have worked to get an EITC in Ohio since the 1980’s. 
The coalition supporting it was unsuccessful until last year.  
Governor Kasich was able to get a small EITC through in last 
year’s budget bill. It was not all we wanted, but it was a start, it 
was the foothold we had never had before. He is now moving 
for the second step, which triples the current EITC. I think it 
is an error to criticize him for not yet making the move to a 
refundable EITC. The refundable EITC is not going to happen 
with this General Assembly. They have made that clear. I am a 

firm believer in taking what we can get now, even if it is not 
all we want. Perhaps more important, we are maintaining 
good relations with the decision makers and the next time 
an opportunity for further expansion of EITC arises, we will 
still be at the table to encourage discussion for a refundable 
credit.  

OACAA supports the Governor’s proposal to increase the 
tobacco tax.  We support it for several reasons. First, while 
many say this is a tax on low-income people, we disagree.  

A minority of low-income adults smoke.  Of course, if a 
minority smoke that means most do not. This is not a tax 
on low-income people per se. And, it is a tax of choice. If 
one does not want to pay it, they can do what millions of 
others have done and that is quit smoking. We hope that 
low-income people will quit. In addition to saving money 
from not paying the tax, they will save at least a couple 
thousand dollars per year by not buying cigarettes. They 
will also save by not paying all the additional costs of health 
care that nearly all smokers pay as a consequence. All that 
money could be redirected to food, clothing, rent, and other 
important things. Supporting this tax is the right move.  

On the national level, the reauthorization of CSBG has been 
introduced as HR 3854. Politics and legislation are hard to 
predict and this bill is no different. By being introduced in an 
election year, the opportunities for action are limited. We are 
hopeful that it will be passed in 2014. And, we are prepared 
for reintroduction if Congress does not act this year. It could 
be introduced early in the next Congress and that would give 
us almost two years for passage. I am not saying that is the 
first strategy, as we continue to work for success this year, 
but if we are not successful we have a Plan B.
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Last, we have a very exciting 50th Anniversary Summer Conference planned. It begins on Monday, May 19, ending May 23. 
There are several highlights planned. Current invited speakers are Governor John Kasich, DSA Director David Goodman, DSA 
Community Services Division Chief Sadicka White, and NCAF Executive Director David Bradley. I think they will all join us.  

In addition to the great line-up of speakers, we approached training differently than at prior conferences. We have a focus on 
our history in one track (History of the War on Poverty), expansion of your capacity as an agency in three others (Workforce 
Development, Family Development Certification Training, and Fiscal Programs) and we are offering a three-hour course on 
Head Start in another. In addition, we are continuing to try to wedge in other courses. The limit on rooms is always a challenge, 
but we will most likely add some roundtable discussions at the breakfasts.  

While all of these tracks are important, I encourage every agency to send their newest employees, as well as some seasoned 
employees to David Bradley’s three day workshop on our history.  It is exceptional and he has worked on this for years with 
additions as recent as this month. You will be glad that you attended.

Hotel rooms are running short. The Ohio University Inn is totally booked. We have an overflow hotel that is nearly full. We are 
working with the University to get some dorm rooms as an extra overflow. For more information, click here. This is going to be 
an exciting time. Do not miss it.  

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e9007kg87cf581fa&llr=cn5md6cab

