
 
Dates of  Stepping Up  
 
Mon. 9/30 5:30-6:45PM (includes dinner)  Mon.1/27   5:30-6:45P (includes dinner) 
Mon. 10/21 5:30-6:45PM (includes dinner)  Mon. 2/10 5:30-6:45PM (includes dinner) 
Mon.11/18 5:30-6:45PM (includes dinner)  Mon. 3/10 5:30-6:45P (includes dinner) 
Sun. 12/8 Program at M. Tietz Nursing Home Mon. 4/7 5:30-6:45PM (includes dinner) 
  (10:15AM – 12:30PM)   Mon. 5/12 5:30-6:45PM (includes dinner) 
Mon. 12/9 5:30-6:45PM (includes dinner)     
     
**Does not include visitations to agencies and fundraiser planning and facilitation. 
 
The Stepping Up Program 
Stepping Up is an exciting initiative at Temple Beth Sholom where teens will engage in tzedakah and 
charity from a different perspective.  In its second year, Stepping Up will engage groups of teens in 
synagogues, JCC’s, and Jewish organizations across Long Island to become philanthropic leaders 
through an exciting new project sponsored by Jewish Teen Funders Network (JTFN), a national 
organization that brings together similar initiatives from across the country. Using funds from each 
organization, from  JTFN and from participants themselves, Jewish teens will focus on making a 
difference by awarding grants to Long Island agencies addressing six areas of needs: education, 
health, housing, education, hunger, social equity, and creation of jobs. 
 
This program will teach us about coming together, allocation of fund, achieving consensus among a 
group and developing a mission statement.  Students will also learn how to accept proposals, assess 
the needs of an organization and be part of how charity monies are allocated. 
 
What The Program Requires 
 
Session Time:  We will meet during the year at set times.  This will initially be spent learning about 
the running and maintenance of a fund.  We will create a mission statement for our fund.  We will then 
turn to fundraising and deciding how to allocate the fund.  This will include the review of proposals 
and visits to various agencies.  These also require a certain skill-set which we will discuss together. 
 
Site Visits:  Once we determine what our fund is committed to, students will break into small groups 
and visit various agencies.  These agency visits may take place during session time or at a 
convenient time for you.  If you do a site visit, you will be asked to report back to the rest of the group. 
 
Fundraising Projects:  This year, we will be organizing 1 or 2 fundraising projects to increase the 
amount of money that we can allocate.  Help us organize and implement these projects. 
 
Reflection:  Since Stepping Up is a Pilot Program, your feedback about the sessions is critical.  We 
will be asking you for your feedback about the program as well as thoughts about how the program 
has impacted you.  Thank you in advance for sharing your thoughts with us. 
 
Stepping Up Leader 
Gila Hadani Ward, the Director of Machon Beth sholom will be the lead facilitator of the Stepping Up 
program.  She is very excited to be working on this very important program. 
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General Information 
 

Derech Eretz 

Derech Eretz means “the way of the world,” the proper way to behave as individuals and as Jews. 
These include good manners, respect for people, and norms of good behavior. 
 
We seek to create an engaging learning environment that is built on mutual respect. We ask that 
students approach all of the activities at Machon Beth Sholom (MBS) with an open mind and an open 
heart. While sessions are filled with activity and discussion, we expect both students and teachers to 
conduct these conversations, debates and activities with proper decorum. 
 
At Machon we expect our students to behave with a strong sense of derech eretz. All the more so, 
during the Gimme 10 Program, this is critical. Not only is it the “right” thing to do, you are 
representatives of Temple Beth Sholom, and for some of the people with whom we interact, you may 
be the only Jewish person that they know.  We expect the following: 
 

� Treating each other and the people with whom you will be working with kindness and respect 
� Treating our Rabbis and leaders with respect 
� Wearing a head covering out of respect to the synagogue 
� Maintaining the property and physical space in as good a condition or better than when it was 

when entered 
 
Attendance 
Attendance is an integral part of participation in Stepping Up.   Attendance is taken and recorded 
during each Stepping Up session. 
 
Cell Phones 
The use of cellular phones is not permitted during session hours. Please understand the following 
procedure which is used in our program. It will be explained to the students during the opening 
session. 
 
We will collect all participant cell phones at the beginning of each session and return them at the end 
of the session. If you need to reach your child or your child needs to contact you, please do so 
through the telephones in our MBS office. If for some reason there is no one in the school office and it 
is an emergency, please contact the main synagogue number (621-2288) and the MBS Director can 
be paged. 
 
If you need to pick your child up early on a given day. please let us know in advance (if you know in 
advance), either in writing, email or a phone call, or by calling the school office. Please do not call 
your child directly as they will not have access to their phone for the duration of the activity. Keep in 
mind that we are trying to create a positive, meaningful and fun Jewish learning environment for your 
child and indeed, your family.  
 
Communication 
Communication to our students and families is very important. To be most efficient, both parents and 
participants will receive an email before each session to keep participants and parents apprised of 
events. Please make sure that your email address and that of your child are up to date. You may 
always contact Gila Hadani Ward, the MBS Director at (516) 621-2288 x129 or 
ghadaniward@tbsroslyn.org. 


