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BRICK STORE MUSEUM RECEIVES GRANT TO PRESERVE HISTORICAL 

COLLECTIONS 
                                                                          
AUGUSTA – Maine State Archivist Daniel Cheever announced the Brick Store Museum will 
receive $368.50 to preserve and provide better access to its historical poster collections of 
World War I and World War II propaganda as part of the Historical Records Collections Grant 
Program. The program is administered by the Maine Historical Records Advisory Board, with 
funds from the National Historical Publications and Records Commission. The grant program is 
coordinated in Maine by the State Archives. 
 
“Grants such as this support community efforts to protect the stories of our birth, property 
rights, government, and how we lived our lives,” said Cheever. “People need to document their 
birth or naturalization to obtain a passport or to get medical care; others research their 
property boundaries; some seek long-lost relatives or to understand the history of the old mill 
down the road. Without these precious records, most questions would remain unanswered.” 
 
According to Cheever, Maine has an estimated 200 million such records, many in facilities with 
little or no security, fire protection, or environmental controls. Historical societies, museums, 
and libraries are seeking help through grant programs such as this one to preserve the state’s 
heritage. Luckily, says Cynthia Walker, Associate Director of the Brick Store Museum, “we have 
just completed a climate control project that will keep our archival material safe from 
environmental stress, to be used by our community for years to come.” The Museum will 
employ the funds to encapsulate and protect at-risk war posters (now nearly 100 years old) so 
that researchers and audiences can view them without excess risk of the paper disintegrating. 
“We are so thankful to the State Archives and the Maine Historical Records Advisory Board for 
recognizing this important preservation of our local and national history.” 
 
“Although financial support is important, recognition of local concerns and efforts through an 
award also generates a substantial amount of enthusiasm for our history,” Cheever said. 
 
The Brick Store Museum is located at 117 Main Street in Kennebunk’s historic district.  For 75 years, the 

Museum has been dedicated to preserving and exhibiting the region’s cultural and artistic heritage.  Its 

galleries and research archives are open to the public year-round: Tuesdays – Fridays, 10 – 4:30 and 

Saturdays, 10 – 1.  Admission: $7.50 adults, $6 seniors, $3 children (6-16), $20 family.  Visit 

www.brickstoremuseum.org or call 207-985-4802 for further information.   
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