
Mt. Charleston’s Pine Needle Pick Up 

Last summer’s Carpenter 1 Fire garnered national attention for the communities threatened in the 

Mount Charleston area. Thanks to fuels reduction work and quick-thinking from hardworking fire services, 

these great communities still call Mount Charleston home, and outdoor enthusiasts still consider the area 

a camping and hiking mecca.  

Liz Claggett, together with community partners and volunteers, organizes Mount Charleston’s Annual 

Pine Needle Pick Up.  The event started in 2008 under the leadership of the Nevada Fire Safe Council. 

After the organization dissolved, Liz and her neighbor, Tom Padden, agreed that the event, an important 

tool for reducing the wildfire threat Mount Charleston’s homes, needed to continue. 

Thanks to the efforts of community members, volunteers, the volunteer fire department and generous 

donations from concerned businesses, the event is alive and well. Held the first Saturday of June, this 

year’s Pine Needle Pick Up landed on June 7th and went from 7am to 2pm, with the hard work of cleaning 

up hazardous pine needle fuels from 7am to 12pm, and a BBQ from 11am to 2pm. 

Participating homeowners cleaned up their properties and helped their neighbors do the same. 

Volunteers who heard about the event and wanted to lend a hand, helped with property clean up and 

drove around to collect trash bags filled with flammable pine needles. Vendors set up booths at the BBQ 

to share information about services available to community members to help them further reduce their 

wildfire threat. 

With approximately two-hundred participants, 4 large dumpsters were filled to the brim with 

flammable pine needle fuels. Liz credits how important donations and volunteer help were to the success 

of the event. People and companies who donated their time and resources were: 

• Republic Services: donated 4 large dumpsters. 

• Station 81, Volunteer Fire Department: sponsored a BBQ for the community. 

• Kona Pool Service: donated donuts, coffee and water for volunteers. 

• Mt. Charleston Metro Volunteer Program: funded banners, goody bags and fire safe coloring 

books and crayons for kids. 

• Vendors at the BBQ: donated their time and provided swag at their booths. 

• Adrienne Richardson: coordinated community email blasts. 

• Tom Padden: coordinated volunteer participation. 

• Brenda Talley & Lauren Olsen: Designed handouts and assembled information bags for 

participants.  

Fuel reduction events of these proportions make an invaluable impact in their communities, but can 

be daunting to first-time organizers. Liz has a few words of advice for people getting started: “Keep it 

simple. The most important thing is to get the dumpsters donated & to advertise the event. Many people 

who really don’t want to get involved with the community will clean up their properties if there are FREE 

dumpsters.” 

Inspired? We are. Reply to this email if you’re in interested in feedback for an event you’re planning in 

your community! 



 

 
This Las Vegas family volunteered to help remove wildfire fuels. 


