
Important Information on the  
2015 Medicare Part D Drug Plan Changes for the Dual Eligibles

The Arc of NJ recently hosted  a free Webinar on Wednesday, November 19, 2014, to 

discuss the 2015 Medicare Part D changes that may affect some dual eligibles. 

 

The Medicare drug plan (Part D) changes, which will start on January 1, 2015, for the dual 

eligibles (people who have both Medicare and Medicaid benefits).  Please see the 

information below and the attachments. 

 

1. There will be 10 "benchmark" drug plans for NJ's dual eligibles in 2015. "Benchmark" 

means that the dual eligibles who enroll in that type of plan do not pay any monthly 

premium fee.Two of the benchmark Part D drug plans from 2014 will not be benchmark in 

2015. They are Health Markets Value and United American Select. See attachment #1 for 

the list of the 2015 Benchmark drug plans for NJ. 

 

2. CMS will mail letters on tan colored paper to dual eligibles who are enrolled in a 

Medicare Part D drug plan, that was chosen in the past, if that drug plan will not be a 

benchmark plan beginning on Jan. 1, 2015. CMS will mail letters on blue colored paper 

to dual eligibles who were enrolled in the two drug plans that are no longer benchmark 

(Health Markets Value and United American Select), to notify them of the new 

benchmark drug plan to which they are assigned. Dual eligibles can switch to another 

drug plan at any time if their current drug plan is not meeting their needs. 

 

3. Smart D Rx Saver is a benchmark plan that has been sanctioned by the federal Center 

for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). When a Medicare Part D drug plan has 

been sanctioned, it is not permitted to enroll new members, but current members are 

permitted to remain in that plan.What to do if a dual eligible is enrolled in a drug plan 

that CMS has sanctioned?  If there have not been any problems in accessing the 

necessary medications, it is okay to remain in that drug plan.  However, if there have 

been any concerns -- and knowing that CMS has also has concerns about the drug 

plan's services -- it may be wise to enroll in another benchmark drug plan. 

 



4. See attachment #2 for all of the 2015 Medicare Part D stand-alone drug plans in New 

Jersey. Please note the following: 

This attachment lists all of NJ's 29 stand-alone Medicare Part D drug plans for 2015 10 

benchmark drug plans. On the attached chart: Each of NJ's benchmark drug plans has 

a $0 monthly premium cost in the column with the heading, "Premium with Medicaid or 

Low-Income Subsidy". 

 

5. For some dual eligibles -- especially those who must have brand name medications 

that are not available on any of the benchmark drug plans -- it may be beneficial to 

enroll in a non-benchmark drug plan and pay a small monthly premium -- but only if the 

non-benchmark plan has the needed drug(s) on its formulary.  

 

6. Drug co-pays:  Dual eligibles will continue to have a co-pay for their Part D 

medications. For each generic drug, the co-pay is $1.20, and for each brand name drug, 

it is $3.60. This is the same amount as the 2014 drug co-pays. The exception to the drug 

co-pay requirement is dual eligibles who are on the Community Care Waiver (CCW); 

 they will continue to have no drug co-payments.   

 

7. Remember, for the dual eligibles, there is no "lock in", so they can switch to another 

Medicare drug plan at any time.   

 

8. Anyone currently enrolled in the Horizon Total Care D-SNP or the HealthFirst NJ 

Maximum D-SNP should have been informed that these D-SNPs are ending on Dec. 31, 

2014.  

 

Information for dual eligibles currently enrolled in either of these D-SNPs was distributed in 

an earlier e-mail.  Anyone who did not receive that e-mail or would like us to re-send it 

should contact Beth Moffitt at bmoffitt@arcnj.org 

 

If you need assistance in reviewing the formularies of the various Medicare Part D drug 

plans, the following approaches may be helpful: Medicare has a helpful Drug Plan Finder 

on-line tool. Click here: https://www.medicare.gov/find-a-plan/questions/home.aspx You 

can obtain free, individualized Medicare drug plan counseling from a NJ SHIP counselor. 

mailto:bmoffitt@arcnj.org
https://www.medicare.gov/find-a-plan/questions/home.aspx


SHIP stands for State Health Insurance Assistance Program.  Additional information about 

SHIP services is available from this link: http://www.state.nj.us/health/senior/ship.html, or 

you may call 1-800-792-8820. 

  

DOCUMENTS: 

Please click here, to view the recorded webinar. 

Please click here, to download the NJ's Benchmark Drug Plans in 2015. 

Please click here, to download the 2015 Medicare Part D Stand-Alone PDPs in NJ. 

 

http://www.state.nj.us/health/senior/ship.html
https://vimeo.com/112301090
https://arcnjorg.presencehost.net/file_download/f8095506-40a1-44e3-ac2d-774c44e6bcd5
https://arcnjorg.presencehost.net/file_download/ebf70d68-aaba-44cb-a743-6909403389b9

