
1The Pouch
Top Ten 

Albums of 
2013

By Reilly Davidson

2013 was a year to remember. Between 
Miley twerking at the VMA’s and anti-
feminist hits like “Blurred Lines”, it’s 
hard to see the good that the world 

hath done in 2k13. Rest assured, however, I 
have compiled a fabulous list of some of the 
best albums released this past year.

10. Personal Non Grata-- The Cosmonauts

At number ten we have Persona Non Grata. 
Cosmonauts are a true winner with this record. 
I am a fan of their surf-y, guitar heavy tunes. 
“Shaker” and “What Me Worry” are two espe-
cially impressive songs on this album. The LP 
is a feel-easy chill jam and definitely deserves 
a listen.

9. Conspiracy of Owls-- Conspiracy of Owls

The band Conspiracy of Owls is a recent favor-
ite of mine and their self-titled album debuted 
in 2013, so they received a rightful placement 
on the Top 10 List. With songs like “Raving 
Mad” and “A Silver Song”, it’s hard not to be a 
fan of these virtually unknowns. The entire re-
cord is stellar and I would suggest taking some 
time to sit down and enjoy it.

8. Gilded Pleasures – The Growlers

In the year 2013, The Growlers released two 

fantastic albums. The surf rockers from Costa 
Mesa insist that this record is an ‘EP’, but being 
nine songs long, it’s a bit long for that title. The 
tracks on this album are infectious. My person-
al favorites are “Dogheart II”, “Tell It How It Is”, 
and “Humdrum Blues”. The record seems to 
follow a story of love and self-discovery, which 
makes it an interesting listen.

7. MGMT – MGMT

Forget everything you know about MGMT 
while going into this album. Their third album 
proves much different from the first two in 
both good and bad ways. The first 5 songs are 
definitely noteworthy, but the album loses its 
power in the middle. However, once “Plenty 
of Girls in the Sea” plays, interest is immedi-
ately restored in the album. I have to admit, 
my favorite of MGMT’s albums will always be 
Congratulations, but this album still manages 
to capture the mystical feel that was prevalent 
in MGMT’s previous records. Despite some of 
the songs lacking in appeal, I would still recom-
mend taking the transcendent journey that is 
MGMT’s newest self-titled album MGMT.

6. Dreams in the Rat House – Shannon and the 
Clams

“I don’t wanna die... in the rat house baby.” 60’s 
doo-wop and garage-punk have come together 
to create this beauty of an album. Singer and 
bass player Shannon Shaw’s vocals add raw 
edge to the group and make the songs flavorful 
and unique. The album creates a beautiful feel-
ing of nostalgia for an era that is long gone, but 
it does it in a way that isn’t obnoxious. With 
songs like “Rip Van Winkle” and “In the River”, 
Dreams in the Rat House is an all-around hit.

Continued on page 5
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What You 
Don’t Know 
About LWHS

By Siri Hedreen

Welcome to the first issue of Lake 
Washington High School’s very 
own newspaper! From day one, 
our team of highly skilled journal-

ists has made it this paper’s mission to never 
leave any fellow students in the dark. We 
hope you look forward to our monthly release 
of well-curated news tidbits, important an-
nouncements and the less crucial fluff that ev-
eryone skips to (the latter of which makes up 
the majority of this newspaper). 

Let’s kick off by doing what we promised to do-- 
inform. Here we have a few little-known facts 
about the hallowed halls you walk through on 
a daily basis:

1. We were first! Lake Washington High School 
was our district’s first high school, perhaps 
hence the shared name. Seniority rules (com-
ing from a sophomore).

2. LW opened its doors in 1923, but with the 
name Kirkland High School. It was located at 
what is now Heritage Park on Market Street.

3. Our mascot was chosen in 1930, along with 
our colors, which were meant to symbolize wis-
dom and purity.

4. In 1944, Lake Washington School District 
was formed and LW was renamed and moved 
to its current location. The old school became 

Kirkland Junior High, until the building burned 
to the ground in the 70’s (anyone ever noticed 
the arch that reads “Kirkland Junior High” at 
Heritage Park?).

5. We were featured in Life in 1955-- an article 
about the all-night senior party, which was 
even in existence then. “In Kirkland, Wash. the 
parents of Lake Washington High School se-
niors have found that the surest way to keep a 
sensible rein on the jubilant graduates on com-
mencement night is to keep them going until 
they drop.” A great philosophy. 

6. Our current building was designed to revolve 
around the house system-- little did they know 
that that system was dropped a year later.

7. The solar panels on our roof power six 
classrooms, and our heating and ventilation 
is geothermal. That’s all great, except for the 
fact that the language pod is freezing and the 
library’s like a sauna.

8. Our mascot is named Lizzie.

9. Among our alumni, we have a gold medal-
winning Olympic bob-sledder (Jill Bakken), 
members of the bands Fleet Foxes (Robin 
Pecknold, Skyler Skjelset) and Modest Mouse 
(Dann Galucci), various MLB, NFL and WNBA 
players,   and a former bachelor from NBC’s 
the Bachelor, Jason Mesnick (in case you were 
wondering, Jason and his chosen bachelorette 
are still going strong-- they had a baby last 
July).

10. According to greatschools.org, LW is given 
a 7 out of 10 for quality (come on Kangs-- a C 
minus? let’s pick up the slack). Our community 
rated us slightly more generously-- a 4 out of 5

Hopefully this puts your experience here at LW 
in perspective. Look in next month’s issue for 
internet comments LW has received-- some 
praising, some stingy and biting. 
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Kirkland High School at its Market Street location

LWHS in the 1962 yearbook
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Mr. Hanson. Math Teacher.
By Elisa Truong

When Neema Hodai was asked to describe Mr. Hanson with one word, his response 
was “Amazing.” In the classroom, Mr. Hanson is the type of teacher who would 
spend 15 minutes of the beginning of class explaining his ideology of him being so 
unfunny that he is funny. His personality can be described with that mere sentence. 

Throw in words like “crap-burger” and assignments that say “Three cheers for math!!” and you’ve 
got Mr. Hanson. He creates this fun, positive, but hardworking atmosphere in which students get 
“excited” for math. But everyone has a story. Mr. Hanson did not just happen to pop out of the 
sky to teach us math. He began in college wondering “What am I going to do in my life?” and from 
that question his journey began. 

Mr. Hanson attended the University of Washington, taking a variety of classes to pursue a career 
in the medical field. “I was thinking about going into medicine, so I was taking what they called 
the pre-med classes with all the science and all the pre-med, like chemistry and stuff… and then 
I decided I didn’t want to do that… and for the first time I got really lazy and didn’t want to do all 
that work.” From then on, Mr. Hanson “changed stuff up.” He took an economics class with a free 
marketing nut teacher and with that particular experience he ventured towards a career in busi-
ness. “I got this letter…and I also ran track and it said you have to pick a major or you won’t be 
eligible. And I was like well… I’m gonna pick business because that’s pretty easy and I did the busi-
ness thing.” This decision led him to a career in business, particularly accounting, but in reality he 
found no interest in the career he pursued. As Mr. Hanson walked into interviews he remembered 
“Walking in with like a pit in my stomach going man…What am I doing this for? I don’t wanna do 
these jobs. They do not interest me at all… I mean the pay check sounded nice. But thankfully I 
was such a bad interviewer that it was transparent of my disinterest.” After that moment he had 
reached a dead end in his career. A chunk of his life— specifically 8 years— became devoted to 
skiing and small jobs until Mr. Hanson assisted in a Special Ed summer camp for Seattle Parks and 
Recreation. “It was a super fun job” he stated “I really enjoyed it” He was so interested that he 
wanted to pursue a career in Special Ed. He got a job at Juanita as a para-educator and was also 
the coach of LWHS track during this time. He was all set, but school was his only dilemma. Mr. 
Hanson would’ve had to take one and a half more years to pursue this career, and his response, “I 
should’ve done it, but I was like pfft.”So, instead he reflected on what he could do, with a minor 
in math and a business education, as well as experience with Special Ed and coaching. His final 
decision led him to where he is today, teaching. 

Continued on Page 7

Art Feature: Pencil Drawing by Amanda Kartes
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How to 
Contribute:

Write a Letter to the 
Editor

Email it to s-shedreen@lwsd.org or 

s-ematora@lwsd.org

Get an Editorial 
Published in Next 

Month’s Issue
Email a copy to the editors or run it 

by the marketing room on a Monday 
after school for it to be reviewed by 

our team.

Include an Event on 
Our Calendar

Email the event to
 s-ematora@lwsd.org

Share an Art Piece
Scan the artwork and email it to

 s-shedreen@lwsd.org. We also ac-
cept writing pieces!

Mailbag

Disclaimer

The content of the Pouch 
does not reflect the views 
of Lake Washington High 
School or Lake Washing-
ton School District. 

Please report any factual 
error to the editors for 
a correction to be pub-
lished in the folowing is-
sue.

Staff
Editors-in-Chief

Siri Hedreen 

Katia Matora

Advisor
Ms. Crow

Head of Finances
Amiin Samatar

Staff Writers
Ashley Clark

Reilly Davidson

Sheridan Ferguson

Cydney Nailon

Amiin Samatar

Amanda Standridge

Elisa Truong

Bridget Wittke

Contributors
Maddie Malcolm

Like us on Facebook!

Letter from 
the Editor

Hello! We commend you, fellow student, 
for laying down your sandwich, zoning out 
of your friend’s conversation, or deciding 
to procrastinate on your schoolwork to 
pick up this top-notch publication. Wel-
come to Issue One, Volume One of The 
Pouch. 

Our school could use more fine young 
men and women like you—people who 
stand up for Lake Washington no mat-
ter what. Whether it’s our fellow LWSD 
schools calling us snobs or Seattle school 
district being snobs about our suburban-
ness, you know that within our walls, LW 
has many points of pride.

The Pouch was dreamed up and created in 
a coffee shop just two months ago to spill 
everything noteworthy about LW life. Yes, 
world, suburban high school brats have 
souls too! The proof is in these pages, 
which is devised by adolescents. Let this 
newspaper show how great things can 
happen with a little combination of caf-
feine and determination. 

Please kick back (unless you’re sitting in 
the library right now—those tippy chairs 
cause heart attacks) and read what we 
have to offer. There’s something for every-
one:

Do you live and breathe for earning your 
varsity letter? First, get over yourself. 
Then, flip to our sports section on page 
four.

Do you feel that you do not fit the profile 
of the person we thought you were in the 
second paragraph? First of all, sorry, be-
ing called a fine young man/woman must 
have been offensive for someone as cool 
and rebellious as you consider yourself to 
be. Once you have forgiven us, however, 
you will find that this paper can be of use 
even to those who are above the bookish 

waste of time known as reading. These 
people can instead ooh and ahh over our 
pretty pictures—half of the pages are in 
color.

Are you getting a hunch right now that 
this paper does not have enough of the 
scholarly content you are accustomed to 
reading? Well, you are right for the most 
part—but you can’t blame us for know-
ing our audience. We admit our paper is 
about 90% “fluff,” but only because your 
type is a rare breed. But fear not, young 
sophisticate—you can read about the 
115th element on page three or the state 
of Somalia on page seven, among other 
intellectual tidbits you may be able to dig 
out.

Are you age 58 and unearthing this news-
paper from a box labeled “high school” in 
your attic? Please resist the urge to sell 
this, even if newspapers are rare and valu-
able artifacts in the year 2056. Instead, 
will this sentimental memento to your 
children. By the way, you have aged quite 
gracefully since your LW years. 

If you are 30 or older and are trying to gain 
insight into youth culture, don’t waste 
your time. You’ll probably just find that 
high school kids are exactly what you ex-
pected—wise beyond their years. Put this 
down. The Wall Street Journal misses you.

No matter who you are, we hope you come 
to enjoy The Pouch and look forward to its 
arrival every month! Unlike PTSA’s Kang 
Crier, our newspaper is tuned in to the 
wants of students and students only. Un-
like the Tuesday announcements, our pag-
es are filled with spice and flair, not just 
news.  And unlike Kang News, what you 
see here is not for a grade or for teacher 
approval. Everyone here writes purely un-
der their own free will, plus maybe a little 
peer pressure from,

Your Editors-in-Chief,

Siri Hedreen & Katia Matora
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Kirkland Tree 
Lighting: Starring 

LW’s own Jazz 
Band and Drum 

Line
By Siri Hedreen

Kirkland’s Christmas tree lighting event that took 
place December 7th drew a large crowd, a num-
ber of them being LW students. The ceremony 
included live entertainment, free hot chocolate, 

booths from local businesses and even a small sledding 
hill with snow trucked in. When it came time for the ac-
tual countdown for the tree lighting, the tree failed to 
light up—twice in a row. However, after apologies from 
the emcee for technical difficulties, the third time was 
the charm. The Pouch would like to add a special shout-
out to LW’s Jazz Band and Drum Line, who, despite the 
below freezing temperature, played for a considerable 
audience. The following is some anonymous commen-
tary from crowd members when asked, “What did you 
think of LW’s Jazz Band and Drum Line?” Note:  none of 
the following quotes reflect the opinions of The Pouch.

“I… wait, is it recording? I was not ready for that!”

“I was excited when the drum line started playing, be-
cause I couldn’t tell whether it was a recording or an 
actual thing.”

“Wow, this is the greatest band I’ve ever seen. Like, 
who cares about Macklemore, what do you give to 
some of these guys? Oh my god, five stars—so proud 
of them… Are you kidding me? Do we have to listen to 
these people? They are the worst band I’ve ever heard. 

They make my ears bleed. Ahhhhh!”

“Mark Hedreen sucks!”*

“Yeah… festive.”

“Just the band or the tree lighting?... Well what I re-
ally like is that after the tree lit up, the drum line would 
play. But my favorite part was when these two people, 
I don’t know who they were, they yelled ‘Happy New 
Year!” after the countdown. I thought that was a good, 
funny idea and I want to shout out kudos to those two 
people.”

“Inglemoor’s drum line is better.”

“Caitlin McCarty—she looks, like, so into the spirit of 
Christmas… I just want her to get a shout-out for her 
holiday spirit and playing tonight. Like, she overpow-
ered every instrument.”

 “I think they’re… really cool.”

“Excellent band—Fantastic!”

“It was a little long to be standing in the cold for that 
amount of time.”

“I wanna be in this band!”

“The young lady who played the saxophone solo was 
quite exceptional in her pitch and key, you know the 
way she meandered throughout the chorus… is this a 
high school band... Oh they’re called the Sweet Cakes! 
That’s a good name.”

“Yeah I like the music. Two thumbs up for the music!”

“Um, well the band, the songs they played, they kind 
of played them in other concerts too; they didn’t really 
have any new material.”

“MORE COWBELL!”

*Permission to publish this quote was granted by Mark 
Hedreen

Poll Results

We asked LW what name they wanted representing their school, and the result was almost 
unanimous (at least among the few who were willing to vote) – The Pouch. Having a double 
meaning, the Pouch obviously refers to the Kangaroo pouch, but also a messenger pouch 
for delivering newspapers. Other possibilities that were voted down were Purple Rain, a 

last minute replacement for a different name shot down by the administration (too much of a drug refer-
ence), and the Boomer, a term for a herd of kangaroos. We also gave a write-in option, and though it was 
voted on by a few, the suggestions were never received.

For comments or criticism on our new name, email s-shedreen@lwsd.org

62%-- The Pouch

22%-- Purple Rain

14%-- The Boomer

2%-- Write-in

Enter our 
Contest!

By Amanda Standrige

Hey Kangs, every month the newspaper 
will have a contest that you can enter to 
win prizes for! This month, in honor of the 
New Year, we want to know who had the 

coolest vacation! Tell us what you did, what you ate, 
and anything else you think proves yours was the 
best! Please email your writing to pandakabu@live.
com to enter. If you enter you get a candy bar, and 
our favorites will be featured in the next issue. 

Element 115
By Sheridan Ferguson

Somewhere in your schooling careers, each 
and every one of you has seen the periodic 
table—the carefully planned out, meticulously 
organized chart of every element that exists 

in our world.  If any of you really studied this, you 
would notice down near the bottom a line of empty 
squares that appear to be out of place. The elements 
110 through 118 seem to be missing, because in fact, 
they don’t exist on earth.  However, this past August, 
scientists were able to confirm the existence of one of 
these, element 115.

This mysterious element is called ununpentium.  It 
was thought to have been discovered back in 2003, 
but not confirmed until scientists at the Lund Univer-
sity in Sweden did an experiment which sent Calcium 
ions (element 20) shooting at a thin film of Americium 
(element 95).  This made for a microscopic period of 
time the elusive element 115.  It was gone too fast to 
be seen by the human eye but the scientists were able 
to study the element’s alpha decay, or “fingerprint,” 
thus proving its existence.  This is basically a shadow 
of the element, left behind after it disappeared into a 
cloud of radiation. 

What, might you ask, is the use of an element that 
only exists for a fraction of a second?  How will that 
affect our world?  In truth, at the moment it doesn’t 
make much of a difference, but in the future it could 
become very important.  This element gives scientists 
important information about the structure and prop-
erties of super-heavy atomic nuclei.  It will help them 
to learn how other massive elements work.  Though 
ununpentium doesn’t seem that important now, this 
could prove to be one of the most important scientific 
discoveries of the year.

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ununpentium.svg
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4 Sports

Sport of the Month: 
Gymnastics

By Siri Hedreen

The sport of gymnastics gets most of its recognition only 
once every four years, during the Olympics—and only 
for a very select few, at that. Between these quadrennial 
bursts of excitement, gymnastics goes under the radar 

for a bit. To keep gymnastics from having to wait until 2016 to 
be in the spotlight once again, the Pouch has decided to feature 
our very own gymnastics team here at LWHS—who work hard 
on a daily basis right under our noses. The team started the 
season with a victory and, thanks to talented rookies and expe-
rienced veterans alike, has already found that their hard work is 
paying off. Here to elaborate is Coach Katie.

What is personal background in gymnastics? What has drawn 
you to the sport and to coaching?

I have been involved with gymnastics for most of my life.  I start-
ed competing when I was 12 years old and continued through 
high school.  I was a gymnast on the LWHS team for three years.  
I have always found the sport of gymnastics fun to watch and 
participate in.  I loved watching the Olympic gymnasts growing 
up and was constantly doing handstands and tumbling in the 
backyard.  While in college my old high school coach contacted 
me and asked if I would be interested in coaching the team at 
LW and I was very excited to take on this new position!  This is 
my 15th year coaching and I have had a wonderful time!

Please explain what goes on in competitions. What are the 
events like?

During competitions the gymnasts rotate to four events.  The 
top ten girls on each event compete.  They compete on the 
Vault, Uneven Bars, Beam and Floor Exercise.  Many gymnasts 
compete in all four events, while some specialize in one or two.

Who are LW’s veteran gymnasts that stand out with their skill?

This year we have five veteran gymnasts that stand out and will 
do very well this season.  

Manon Debuire has been on the team for four years.  She has 
made it to the State tournament her first three years on the 
team and will do very well at State again this year.  She has been 
a wonderful leader and captain on the team.

Maya Kaspi has been on the team for two years.  She made it 
to the State tournament last year in every event.  She has been 
working very hard off season and has improved a lot since last 
year.  She is also one of our captains this year.

Nadia Popovici has been on the team for two years and also 
made it to the State tournament last year.  She has been a gym-
nast for most of her life and loves the sport of gymnastics.  She 
will be one of our top scorers on the team and we are looking 
forward to seeing what she can do at the state meet this year.

 Amara Cairns has been on the team for four years and has im-
proved greatly with each season. She is trying out many new 
skills this year and has already succeeded at several of them.  
She is such a fast learner and is a great leader and captain for 
the team this year. 

 Sienna Knox has been on the team for three years.  She has 

also been involved with gymnastics for much of her life and will 
be one of our top scorers on the team this year.  She has con-
quered many of her fears this year which has made her an even 
better gymnast.

Who shows promise or has shown improvement that you look 
forward to having around this year and in years to come?

We have several gymnasts who are either new to the team this 
year or last year who show a lot of promise.  Bailey Johnson, 
Mattea Allen, Megan Phillips, Brittany McCormick, Hannah 
Simmermon, Maysanne Burns and Anna Bailey to name a few!  
They are all hard workers and will do very well this season and 
seasons to come.

Gymnastics is known to have both competitive and artistic 
sides. Please elaborate on this.

Gymnastics is a different sport than most because not only are 
you scored on the skills that you do but you also get judged on 
your choreography and how well you perform it.  It is a very de-
manding sport and takes very talented individuals to succeed.  
We take a lot of time focusing on presentation as well as specific 
skills.

What is the boy-girl ratio on LW’s team?

Currently we have no boys on the team.

Gymnastics has been criticized for the physical strain and eat-
ing disorders it causes, as well as the pressure it puts on young 
people, as many gymnasts peak in their teens—any comments 
regarding this?

In high school gymnastics we try to balance this as much as pos-
sible and focus on being healthy, having fun and getting stron-
ger.  As in any sport, one can become too focused on one sport 
and go over board in trying to succeed.  I try to encourage all 
athletes to stay well rounded and compete in other sports and 
activities, that way they never get tired of doing the same thing 
day after day. This also causes less strain on their bodies by us-
ing different muscle groups.

How is school spirit shown on the team? Does LW Gymnastics 
hold any special traditions?

The LWHS gymnastics team loves to get together outside of 
practice times.  Team sleep overs, breakfasts and dinners are 
always a favorite!

What do you like the most about coaching, specifically coach-
ing LW?

I love the sport of gymnastics but most of all I love building re-
lationships with the gymnasts that will last a lifetime.  I have 
learned so much from every girl that has walked in to the gym!  
Watching them grow not only in their gymnastic ability but also 
as young women is so encouraging and I love being a part of 
that!

Let’s end with a special thanks to Coach Katie for the interview, 
and a reminder to come check out what you just read about at 
the next meet on January 9th against Mercer Island.

Seattle 
Seahawks—
Super Bowl 

Contenders?
By Ashley Clark

Everyone remembers the 2005 
Super Bowl Seattle Seahawks 
versus Pittsburg Steelers— and 
the dark days that followed. 

Most Seahawks fans had lost faith in 
their home team, but ever since Russell 
Wilson, among other rookies, joined the 
Seahawks last year, the 12th man has had 
high hopes for this year’s team. With 
only two losses and the best score record 
this season on the NFC (National Foot-
ball Conference), we have a set spot in 
the playoffs. Many fans are prophesizing 
that this year is the year the Seahawks 
will win the Super Bowl (knock on wood) 
— and the loss against the  San Francisco 
49ers is not even a minor setback. So be 
ready to cheer on your home team for 
the 2014 XLVIII Super Bowl!

Superstitions that work:

“I knock on wood every time I say that 
the Seahawks will win the Super Bowl 
this year.” – Ashley Clarl

“My dad [has to] have a gray bracelet on 
and I have to have my Seahawks hat” – 
Riley Spainhower

“When I watch, they win” – Bobby Sad-
hegi

LW’s Gymnastics team watches on as Megan Philips, sophomore, does her floor routine. Says Coach Katie, “we have several 
gymnasts who are either new to the team this year or last year who show a lot or promise. Bailey Johnson, Mattea Allen, Me-
gan Philips, Brittany McCormick, Hannah Simmermon, Maysanne Burns and Anna Bailey to name a few!” 

JANUARY 13, 2014

Russell Wilson-- both a local 
hero and the cause of many 
skipped classes last year, when 
he used the LW football field for 
training.

http://wegotthiscovered.com/sports/seattle-seahawks-set-matt-flynn-russell-wilson/
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5. Was Dead – King Tuff

Tuffy baby, where can I begin? Was Dead 
is a cool album to listen to due to the 
pure simplicity of it. There are really no 
metaphors to depipher in it, and it’s an 
easy listen. It has fun little opinions dis-
persed throughout as well as ideas about 
getting old and dying. Some of my favor-
ites on the album are “Sun Medallion” 
and “Freak When I’m Dead”. All in all, the 
record is a cute play on musical freedom 
and feeling your way through life while 
keeping it easy and breezy.

4. Afraid of Heights – Wavves

Wavves has made waves with their new-
est album Afraid of Heights. The record 
includes the hit “Demon to Lean On” 

and finds itself in songs like “Dog” and 
“Sail to the Sun”. This album emanates 
both a chill and groovy ambience, which 
highly intrigues my musical interest. 
Wavves made me a fan early on in their 
career and have continued to impress me 
throughout the years. Afraid of Heights is 
arguably their best album to date, and is 
a great addition to the repertoire of mu-
sic made in 2013.

3. AM – Arctic Monkeys

Arctic Monkeys, you’ve done it again. 
The 5th album of this British group might 
quite possibly be their best. This album 
is near indescribable with its killer guitar 
riffs and “chip chop rock and roll” (in the 
words of Alex Turner) vibrations. AM is 
far past amazing and into a realm of pure 
filthy magic. The album opens up with 
“Do I Wanna Know,” an edgy question-

all song reportedly based on Alex’s (lead 
singer) former girlfriend Alexa Chung and 
fades into slower jams like “No. 1 Party 
Anthem”. I am a major fan of AM and am 
happy to see a revival of riffage in the 
Arctic Monkeys.

2. Modern Vampires of the City – 
Vampire Weekend

Alright, alright I know it’s probably cliché 
to put this album on the list, but it’s one 
that simply cannot go unnoticed. MVOTC 
includes both raw intellectual lyrics and 
musical brilliance that come together 
to make a masterpiece. With songs like 
“Hannah Hunt” and “Obvious Bicycle”, 
it’s hard not to fall in love with the record. 
And let’s not forget to mention the lead 
singer (Ezra Koenig) is a total BABE. Okay, 
back to the music now. Modern Vampires 

of the City is simply a must-listen-to as far 
as albums released in 2013, or as far as 
albums released ever for that matter.

1. “Hung at Heart” – The Growl-
ers

And finally, at number one we have 
“Hung at the Heart.” The Growlers are 
an underappreciated gem. Based out 
of California, their music echoes a 70’s 
surf rock vibe with a bit of flavor added 
in. The lead singer (Brooks Nielsen) has 
an intriguingly unique voice, quite un-
like any I’ve heard before. Some of the 
best songs off of this album are “Beach 
Rats” and “Derka Blues,” which both in-
clude dirty guitar effects and rad vocal 
edginess. I can honestly say that Hung at 
Heart doesn’t get old; therefore it made 
the number one spot on the list.
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Book Review: The Knife of 
Never Letting Go

By Cydney Nailon

In this dystopian novel by Patrick Ness, Todd Hewitt is a young boy in a dangerous 
town, the last settlement after a virus wiped out all women, and killed everyone 
else in New World. One result of the virus is that everyone can hear everyone 
else’s thoughts, so when he finds a place of complete silence one day, he is forced 

to leave his town and run from all of the men chasing him. He finds out that the si-
lence is a girl, a new settler from the Old World, and flees along with her, and finds out 
that everything he’s come to know is a lie.

This is the first Patrick Ness book I’ve read, but I can’t wait to read the second book in 
the Chaos Walking series. This book is home to many unforgettable characters, both 
good and utterly evil, who you come to love and hate, respectively. The book takes 
a few chapters to get into, but after that, you are hooked to the end. The sixth part 
of the book is both the best and the worst, filled with plot twists and heartbreaking 
outcomes page after page until the very end. It’s truly an amazing read. The school 
library should have more copies of it, so that everyone could read it.
 
If you like this book, you might also like…

Ask and the Answer by Patrick Ness
Monsters of Men by Patrick Ness
The Giver by Lois Lowry

Outfit Inspiration: Edition One
By Elisa Truong

Create your own 
designs at poly-
vore.com and sub-
mit them to our 
facebook page!
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Student Opinions on 

Current Events
By Amiin Samatar

What is your opinion on Paul Walker’s death? A huge fan 
of Fast and Furious, Destiny Battle (sophomore) was devastated by the 
tragic news “I don’t know what to say… he was one of my favorite celebri-

ties. He had a family and children—he was too young to die!”  I wondered if she was 
a fan of Fast and Furious as well—so I asked. “Heck yeah! Not only is he good but the 
entire theme of the movie [is] good.” When asked whether or not his death will bring 
Fast and Furious to an end, she replied “No! His brother who looks like him will take 
his place— and he is good looking, too.” 

What do you think of Kim Kardashian and Kanye West’s pro-
posal? Camille Dcosta (junior) has her doubts about it. “I don’t think Kanye West 
and Kim Kardashian’s proposal was that romantic— I mean it was in a football sta-
dium,” says Camille. She makes a good point, but Destiny, the Fast and Furious fan 
argued back saying “are you kidding me?  Have you seen the video?”  Camille ended 
with “I do not know how long this will last, because of Kris Humphries’ [laughs] seven-
ty-two day marriage, but we will see—they have [sic] a baby together.” 

Many of us know who Mandela was— but have you ever 
wondered what a South African thought of him? Native born 
South African Odette Nsengimana (junior) gives her thoughts on Mandela’s death—
“there isn’t much to think about it… [Pause] Nelson ‘Madiba’ Mandela was a great 
man, and he will be greatly missed. When he died, flags in the United States flew 
at half-mast, halfway across the globe. The entire world mourned the loss of a man 
who had managed to change it in a completely unprecedented way. However, while 
we may wish he were still here with us, Mandela was 95 years old. He had spent 27 
years in prison, 5 years as South Africa’s acting president and his entire life fighting for 
freedom and equality. Lives don’t get lived much fuller than that.” After the interview 
she whispered “rest in peace Nelson.” 

A Dose of 
Feminism 

for the Self-
Righteous 

Male
By Maddie Malcolm

I have had it with men! I’m being seri-
ous! I am tired of the self-righteous 
male who thinks the only reason 
I exist is to please him. Don’t be 

surprised. This has been coming for a 
long time. For my whole life I’ve been 
brought up to believe that everything 
I do has to be for men. “Don’t bite 
your nails, guys don’t like that.” “Wear 
makeup, it will get you more guys.” 
“Don’t wear things that show off too 
much of your body, guys will think you’re 

desperate.” Screw that! Ill bite my nails 
if I want, I don’t have to wear makeup, 
and I’ll wear what I want because I feel 
good wearing it! But the thing is, guys 
still don’t understand this. Not all men, 
but a lot. They assume if a girl is wearing 
a short skirt and a low top, she’s asking 
for it. Of course some girls dress like that 
because they are looking to sleep with a 
guy that night! But not always—some-
times girls dress like that because they 
like the way they look. God forbid they 
dress for themselves and not men! 

I know— I’m a feminist. And people 
may look down on me for that. But, 
that’s why I need feminism. Because I’m 
looked down upon for arguing about the 
equality of men AND women. Feminism 
isn’t putting women above men, it’s 
making every single person equal and 
not be treated lesser. Isn’t that some-
thing everyone should strive for—giving 
every person equal rights? Maybe you 
think I’m a crazy lesbian who doesn’t 
shave her armpits but I don’t care. This 
is something I care about and no one 
can take that right away from me!

Music vs. Sports: Equal Treatment?
By Ashley Clark

Lyrica is a very important class offered here at our school—the music program 
at Lake Washington is superb. Recently, however, this has been questioned 
due new rules and new times that have been put in place by the administra-
tion. The fact of the matter is if Lyrica was a sports team, it wouldn’t need 

a learning target, Haiku page, or even a reflection. Certainly, the administration 
wouldn’t change the times of the football team’s practice just because players 
weren’t showing up. So I ask the public—do you think the administration favors 
sports over music?

Budgeting: Are Athletics Favored?
By Amanda Standridge

I enjoy going to our school. Really. It’s one of the best school districts I’ve ever 
been in-- but I do have an issue with where our priorities lie when it comes to 
budgeting. I mean, no offense, but our football team wins a few games in a 
good year and they got two new sets of uniforms this year when the last ones 

looked fine and functional. Meanwhile, the art departments have very little funding. 
Instruments and art supplies are super expensive and so are the rights to do plays 
and musicals. The cause is a good one—200+ students try out, and those who enjoy 
these productions will also be benefitted. The departments need so much to even 
function that they aren’t getting--  for example, Mr. Logan is thinking of going to a 
hardware store and buying industrial hooks because we don’t have the funding to 
buy proper tuba racks. Problems even reach outside the arts—the core classes also 
lack the supplies they need. AP classes don’t have online textbooks, most English 
classes don’t have a class set of assigned reading, let alone three sets, and last year 
the Chinese class didn’t get their textbooks until November! When students choose 
to be athletes, they are told to put school first and sports second. For that reason, so 
should the district. They should focus on education and materials for actual classes 
before focusing on the sports teams and budget accordingly.

How do Sports, the Arts 
and Core Classes Stack Up 

in the Eyes of the 
Administration?

 Two Students Share Their Takes on the Matter
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“He had spent 27 years in prison, 5 years as South Africa’s acting president and his entire 
life fighting for freedom and equality.” --Odette Nsengimana

Tell Us Your Opinion...
Each month, we will ask you, our readers, to share what you think about 

something current in our school. This month we want to know,

Do You Consider LWHS 
“Spirited?”

Here at The Pouch, we have heard complaints regarding LW’s lack of school 
spirit and have felt some of our own frustration. We want to know what 
the general consensus is. The Pouch is not asking for a string of compli-
ments about our school-- we want your legitimate opinion. Now is your 

chance to say what you truly think!

Please tell us why you think LW excels when it comes to spirit, or, why we 
are lacking. Feel free to share what you think could improve our school, 

what we already have that works, or what other schools have done in the 
spirit department.

Please send your opinions to s-shedreen@lwsd.org

https://encrypted-tbn3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQT32YnRCeaIZc8TMRpsA6Kw3AxirZLDkqzoqqAnee2Un8y5QqHng
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7LW Life
January’s Club of the 

Month: 
International Club

By Siri Hedreen

At 2:31 on a Friday, the majority of LW tries to vacate the premises 
as fast as possible. Meanwhile, tucked away on the far end of the 
language pod, a handful of students meet to exchange stories and 
traditions, share food from their own cultures (that’s right, join this 

club and you will get food), and unwind after a long week in school. This is In-
ternational Club, which has the honor of starting the tradition of “Club of the 
Month,” a monthly section with the purpose of letting students know what 
goes on in our school after hours.

International Club is headed by Sarah Rose Schuen, a sophomore who is new 
not just to Kirkland but to the entire West Coast—she recently moved from 
Maine. In fact, almost the entire club is made up of new people, including 
the advisor Ms. Beverley. A variety of cultures and ethnic backgrounds are 
represented. Members spoke of their Peruvian, Mexican, Somalian, Canadian, 
Hungarian, Scottish, Jewish, and Chinese backgrounds, to name a few. One 
thing they all agreed on was how the newness and diversity of the members 
contribute to the open, non-judgmental atmosphere that defines the club. 

During the meeting I visited, the need for a club constitution was discussed, 
as well as fundraising possibilities. However, more was spoken of than techni-
calities.  A sweet and citrusy bread from Peru was passed around, a Christmas 
potluck was planned, and frustration was shared over how upon discovering 
one’s race (in this case, Mexican or Jewish), people tend to assume you know 
everyone else they know who is of that race. “’Mexican American—Oh my 
god, do you know Maria?’ they say…‘I know like, fifty Marias!’” adds Amy 
Ortega, a fellow sophomore. When asked what a typical day is like in Interna-
tional Club, she responded “We have really good laughs, we have typical main 
dishes from different cultures, we have PowerPoints about different religions 
and different holidays…” 

However, as the meeting progressed, members moved on to more serious 
topics. A common difficulty for the kids in International Club is racial stereo-
typing. Says Ortega, “there is a lot of racism at this school… my goal is just to 
warn kids that what they say could hurt people… now I stick up for people 
because it is not fun to be on that opposite side.” It was agreed upon that 
racism is not always as obvious as racial slurs and major put downs. For ex-
ample, when asked what a typical response would be if he told someone he 
was a Somali, Amiin Samatar, a junior, responded “They’d be like ‘Oh, you’re 
from that war-torn country.’ They don’t really know the history of Somalia.” 
Ideas for the prevention of racism were thrown around—an assembly, stu-
dents sharing on Kang News, or anonymous accounts of racism or any type of 
bullying to this newspaper.*

Despite delving into more serious topics, the meeting ended on a lighter note: 
a conversation about Kim and Kanye, as members shuffled out for the week-
end.  

*If anyone is interested in supporting international club in their anti-racism 
cause, feel free to send a personal account of racism or bullying to s-shed-
reen@lwsd.org 

Continued from page 1

Why do you love to teach?

“It’s totally the relationship with kids, but also I like 
to goof off and there aren’t a lot of jobs in which you 
can full on just goof off as much as I’m allowed to do 
in the classroom, which bug some kids, and I know it 
does. Some kids are just like ‘Will you just tell us the 
crap and let us do stuff’ and for me I’m just like ‘that is 
going to be super boring.’ It’s also because there aren’t 
a lot of things that I’m super awesome at, but I think 
I’m pretty good at staying young and my attitude and 
that’s just part of the job.”

Have you always been teaching math at high school?  

“[I’ve] been pretty much a math teacher… pretty much 
here the entire time. I taught a brief time at a junior 
high and it was math…Hated it. It was probably be-
cause I was new at the time and I just didn’t enjoy it. 
Also it was partly because junior high kids are different 
than high school kids. I think I say unfunny things tre-
mendously a ton and every once in a while there will 
be that high school kid that will say ‘That’s pretty fun-
ny’ and that’s 1 out of 30 people that think I’m funny, 
that’s way more than my friends.”

What made you decide to have a teaching job at your 
old high school?

“It was totally related to coaching— I got a job here 
coaching. I got my foot in the door and they said they 
needed a teacher for first period. So I taught at a Ju-
nior High for a year than stopped teaching for a couple 
of years and started teaching again. I taught one class, 
first period and I said I was only gonna do it for first se-
mester and they were like sure. Which then I did it for 
first semester then I came in and said ‘you know I’m 
gonna be gone in a month, you guys gotta get some-
one else to take this class’ and they were like ‘what do 
you mean you’ll be gone in a month’ and I was like ‘we 
talked about this’ So pretty much coaching and I had 
connections that led me to teach a 6th period and then 
a subbing job.”

Have there ever been students that inspired you in 
some way?

“Yes, I would get these student annuals (yearbooks). 
So I read what the students wrote and I really liked 
what they wrote. It was really cool there was really 
positive stuff in there and some other stuff too and it 
was like…yeah”

Where do you picture yourself in 10 years?

“Teaching. I really enjoy teaching and the better I 
could get at getting grades turned around and getting 
them back to students… That has always been beating 
me up, I just drag my feet getting stuff graded because 
I really just don’t like to do it and it sounds horrible, 
but it’s the truth. It’s just painful sometimes that the 
students aren’t doing well and your grading it and 
you’re like hmm. There’s this aspect where it pains me 
where I’m like dude you have no idea what you’re do-
ing, I can’t give you points for this. And I just hate that 
portion.” 

Why didn’t you pursue your dream as a professional 
runner?

“I wasn’t really good. I was a decent athlete, I was kind 
of undertrained, I could’ve been a better athlete had I 
trained more which is kind of a cop-out. Anybody can 
say that. But there was no way I could make pros. I 
mean when I was in high school I said I’m gonna make 
the Olympics, I’ll be running and I’ll make the Olympics 
at this age and I wasn’t even close to making the Olym-
pics. Anyone who would hear me say that would be 
like man that’s so delusional. But I was delusional, ev-
ery high school kid is somewhat delusional with these 
dreams and some of these delusions come true out 
of dumb luck and sometimes they come true through 
hard work and more often they don’t and you know 
what life is different we’ll readjust.” 

What were you like in high school?

“High school I was just like this quiet little fella, I did 
my work; I was really into sports. You know I pretty 
much wore t-shits and sweatpants all year long…I was 
that kid. I wasn’t really interested in being the “popu-
lar kid” or whatever. I just kept to myself and yeah.”

What is the most awkward thing that happened to 
you?

“Aww, dude, I don’t want to relive those moments. I 
don’t even remember any of those, my memory is ter-
rible. I mean I pretty much do something awkward ev-
ery single day. Essentially I do the most awkward thing 
every day and every day it gets a little worse for me.   

What is the worst job you’ve ever had whether part-
time or full-time?

 “Working Retail— JC Penny. Hated it. Worse than 
house painting.”

By Siri Hedreen

Somalia, located on the Horn of Africa, 
has a reputation here in the States for 
its pirates, constant war, and lack of 
government. Amiin Samatar, however, 

a Somali who is a junior here at LW, has a dif-
ferent perception. “It’s actually a very beauti-
ful country… they have one of the best beach-
es in the world—that’s what people said, 
before the civil war, that the beaches are very 
beautiful.” Somalia’s capital Mogadishu was in 
fact once dubbed “the white pearl of the In-
dian Ocean.” Aside from physical beauty, he is 
also well-versed in the country’s accomplish-
ments: “it’s a country of poetry—the songs 
are poetry, everything is poetry… and it has a 
long history of being one of the world’s trade 
centers in the East.” 

Unfortunately, with the prejudice towards So-
malis, Samatar finds himself using these de-
fenses quite often. Upon telling someone he 
is Somali, “They’d be like ‘Oh, you’re from that 
war-torn country.’ They don’t really know the 
history of Somalia and how it had a relation-
ship with America and all these countries, and 
the countries used to go there for vacations 
and stuff.” As for the people as a whole, he 
comments “a lot of people have some sort of 
hatred towards Somalis. Like, if you’ve heard 
of Black Hawk Down, or seen the movie, it 
shows the Somalis getting mad at the Ameri-
cans… there’s a lot of Somalis here in Wash-
ington and in Minnesota, so people have a 
reputation that kind of gets them [angry]”

Although these hateful perceptions are un-
fair, Somalia has had a violent past. In 1991, 
the increasingly-totalitarian government was 
toppled by multiple rebel groups, beginning 
a long and grueling civil war. Instead of sim-
ply being replaced by a new and reformed 

government, Somalia fell into a disorganized 
chaos of warring factions, all hoping to fill the 
gaping power hole. Throughout the nineties, 
what was once a single country disintegrated, 
forming autonomous local governments with 
their own sets of laws. Meanwhile, power 
struggles raged throughout. 

During this time, Samatar’s parents were safe-
ly living in Canada, and then California. Their 
story is worthy of its own article— “When 
they were little kids, my mom knew him, but 
actually my dad had a crush on her… they 
were ten years old I think. Yeah, ten,” says 
Samatar about his parents growing up in the 
same town. After they had grew older and 
were separated for several years, they both 
independently moved to Canada and, coinci-
dentally, went to the same college. “My dad 
walked by and he was staring at her for a long 
time, thinking ‘Oh, I know her… I think.’” Flash 
forward to 1996, the year Samatar was born, 
and they were living in California, happily 
married. 

Unfortunately, that year proved difficult. 
“Luckily they weren’t in Somalia during the 
civil war, but my grandparents were… and 
my grandpa he worked for the government 
… He actually worked for the United States 
Government as like ambassador, all that stuff, 
so a lot of people knew he was like working 
with America—they weren’t all that happy, so 
that day they started killing off all the people 
who worked for the government, and he was 
one of those people.” Samatar’s grandfather, 
though born in Somalia, lived in the U.S. for 
a few years (having attended Princeton Uni-
versity) before returning to Somalia to work 
in the U.S. embassy. These connections with 
America ended up costing him his life—many 
Somalis felt a strong hatred for Americans, 
as what was meant to be a United Nations 

peacekeeping mission in Mogadishu resulted 
in American soldiers killing over 1,000 civil-
ians. As a result, in addition to wiping out any-
one involved with the former government, 
they began wiping out anyone involved with 
the United States. Unfortunately, his grandfa-
ther was involved with both. 

Samatar’s grandmother recognized the dan-
gerous position her husband was in. “She 
married my Grandpa at a young age, I think 
he’s ten or so years older than her. So my 
Grandpa was a very stubborn guy, so when he 
told [her] that he wanted to stay in the house 
but not run away, she told him to run away. 
But when he didn’t listen, people sent snip-
ers, so she saw him get killed, and then she 
left the country at night with nothing… my 
Grandpa and her spent a lot of money to build 
a house—so they lost everything.” Although 
her husband’s death was sudden and devas-
tating, she had to think fast—militants were 
still in the area, posing a threat not only to her 
but to her two-year-old granddaughter who 
was staying with her at the time—Samatar’s 
older sister. The only thing to do was to head 
for the Kenyan border on foot. “It took her 
about two weeks, three weeks—and these 
weren’t like poor people, these were like rich, 
rich people from Europe, China and Somalia—
so she went to Kenya… to refugee camp for 
like, a week until my parents came to get her 
out of there. And actually she stayed with her 
sister; you see my Grandma has, like, forty sis-
ters and brothers.”

As for his sister, “they [his parents] didn’t 
know anything would happen— she was sup-
posed to only stay for a couple of weeks but 
the civil war began, so they didn’t see my sis-
ter for about… five months. That was scary 
for them.” Luckily, his sister returned safely 
and healthfully. Being that she was two at the 

time, she remembers nothing. Currently, his 
sister is a student at UW and his grandma is 
living here in the U.S. “She’s always positive, 
she never talks about our Grandpa—like… his 
death.”

Despite the lucky escape of Samatar’s grand-
ma and sister, the events of the civil war were 
still devastating to his family and so many 
others. “…our other family members were… 
either killed or left the country. But compared 
to most people, our family did not have that 
many deaths.” The survival of the majority of 
his family has everything to do with the clan 
they are in—in Somalia, clans, which are ba-
sically large families, become one’s personal 
identity. During the civil war, however, one’s 
clan showed what side you’re on, or who your 
allies were. Samatar’s mother’s side of the 
family belonged to the largest and most pow-
erful clan, meaning they had the most allies 
and were targeted the least.

Samatar experienced these clan loyalties 
firsthand when he visited Somalia four years 
ago. Because his father’s last name, the one 
he uses, is Ethiopian, he and his family went 
by his mother’s, Karyia, which is associated 
with her clan. “I was like walking by and –it 
was North Somalia, so it was safe— and I was 
like walking by and I saw men like looking at 
me, and I felt like they were going to kidnap 
me, so I had to yell my last name.” That’s what 
it took to gain trust—proof that you were in a 
common clan. The family took another safety 
precaution—“We went by Canadians—in case 
of [an anti-American] terrorist group which is 
now a very small minority in the deep south of 
Somalia— but most of them like Americans…”

Continued on page 8 

Civil War in Somalia: One 
Student’s Personal Experience
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By Reilly Davidson

Reilly: Hello! How’s it goin’?

Olivia: (laughs) Good, I’m tired!

Reilly: Tell us your age and grade

Olivia: I’ll be seventeen in February and 
I’m in eleventh grade. 

Reilly: Can you give us a little background 
on your history in choir?

Olivia: Yeah sure! I’ve been in choir since 
I was in third grade and have been in 
select choir since elementary school. In 
ninth grade, I was the president of the se-
lect choir at Kirkland Junior High.

Reilly: You recently tried out and made it 
into All State, so what exactly is it?

Olivia: All State is basically a giant choir 
of kids chosen from throughout Wash-
ington State. Later in the year, after much 
practicing, a group of us from LW will be 

going to Yakima for a weekend to partici-
pate in one giant concert. Last year one 
person made it from our school and this 
year four of us made it.  

Reilly: Who else from our school made it 
into All State?

Olivia: Anders Jorstad (senior) made it 
in as a bass, Erik Abramson (sophomore) 
made it as a tenor, and Anika Cable (fresh-
man) made it as a first soprano like me. 

Reilly: What was the audition process 
like?

Olivia: I went in after school and sang 
the weird “purple mountains majesty” 
song, but because I was auditioning as a 
first soprano (the highest voice range) I 
had to sing it up much higher, almost a 
whole octave. After that, I sang through a 
couple of scales and that was that; pretty 
simple

Reilly: Alright thank you!

The Back Page
Hallway Catwalk

To the right, senior Schyler Duryee is well equipped for winter with a thick, 
cozy knit, black cords, trendy saddle shoes, and, of course, hipster glasses. She 
struts a buttoned-up denim shirt, ironically appliqued librarian-style. 

To the left juniors Elliot Philips and Alex Todd coordinate with pale blue shirts. 
Philips completes the look with a red headband to hold back his luscious locks.

Search 
and Find:

LW mini-celeb-
rity Tre Walker 
will be hidden 
in every issue. 
The first per-
son to email 
his location to 
s-shedreen@
lwsd.org will 
receive a prize.
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Urban
Dictionary’s 

Words of the 
Year

Hipster: “Hipsters are a subcul-
ture of men and women typi-
cally in their 20’s and 30’s that 
value independent thinking, 

counter-culture, progressive politics, an 
appreciation of art and indie-rock, cre-
ativity, intelligence, and witty banter. 
The greatest concentrations of hipsters 
can be found living in the Williamsburg, 
Wicker Park, and Mission District neigh-
borhoods of major cosmopolitan centers 
such as New York, Chicago, and San Fran-
cisco respectively.”

Glasshole: “A person who constantly 
talks to their Google Glass, ignoring the 
outside world. Glasshole: ‘Glass do this, 
Glass do that.’”

Ratchet: “A diva, mostly from urban cit-
ies and ghettos, that has reason to be-
lieve she is every mans eye candy. Unfor-
tunately, she’s wrong.”

Selfie: “A picture taken of yourself that 
is planned to be uploaded to Facebook, 
Myspace or any other sort of social net-
working website. You can usually see the 
person’s arm holding out the camera 
in which case you can clearly tell that 
this person does not have any friends 
to take pictures of them so they resort 
to Myspace to find internet friends and 
post pictures of themselves, taken by 
themselves. A selfie is usually accom-
panied by a kissy face or the individual 
looking in a direction that is not towards 
the camera.”

Directioner: “Someone who stands by 
the band One Direction no matter what. 
Who would be there to support the boys 
100%. Whether it’s acting, singing, danc-
ing, anything... they’ll be there for it all. 
Even when the band grows up and goes 
on with their lives, these girls that call 
themselves ‘directioners’ will NEVER for-
get the happiness and the joy that Harry 
Styles, Niall Horan, Liam Payne, Louis 
Tomlinson, and Zayn Malik brought to 
them for so many years!”

~http://www.urbandictionary.com/
woty.php

Continued from page 7

The same year the Samatars vis-
ited, Somalia was receiving 
negative attention once again 
with the pirate hijacking of the 

Maersk Alabama. The story made head-
lines—four Somali pirates took Captain 
Richard Philips hostage and sailed away 
in a lifeboat back towards Somalia for 
five days. The story ended with sniper fire 
killing three of the four pirates by Navy 
SEALs. The fourth is currently in prison. 
Though most attacks did not escalate to 
this degree, piracy has become increas-
ingly problematic in Somalia since the 
beginning of their civil war. Part of this is 
because Somalia’s Navy was shut down, 
but also simply because desperate times 
call for desperate measures. Regard-
less, piracy in Somalia has recently been 
brought up in the news once again now 
that 2009’s crisis has been adapted into 
the movie Captain Philips. When asked 
if he thought Somalia was portrayed 
fairly in it, he replied “probably… I saw 
the trailer. Most of the people are kind 
of misled or scared—this is just a small 
group of terrorists  who used to control 
most of Somalia and now don’t control 
it—so yeah it’s—it’s sad.”

Through the lens of American media 
and the entertainment industry, there 
are many ways one can become “misled 
or scared.” Luckily, in the last few years, 
things have been changing for the better. 
The country has gone through intense 
reconstruction—a new constitution was 
passed in August 2012, and the Federal 
Government of Somalia was formed, the 
first permanent government since the 
collapse in 1991. Regarding the improve-
ments, Samatar comments “it’s a good 
country now… the clan system has kind 
of dispersed… there’s now a central gov-
ernment, and everyone’s going back.” 
Along with changes in the country’s form 
are changes in people’s perceptions. In 
a positive light, Samatar concludes with 
“people are getting to know Somalia.”

Student Profile: Olivia 
Heindel

From top to bottom: Amiin’s 
grandmother, Aisha Dini, and 

grandfather, Mohammed Kairya
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Buy an Ad!
We sell ads per issue. Our ads 

come in color in a variety of sizes. 

Please contact 

s-shedreen@lwsd.org and

s-ematora@lwsd.org for pricing 

information
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