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LW’s First 
Annual 

Talent Show
By Emma Wehrman

On Tuesday, April 21st, LW in-
augurated its first annual tal-
ent show in the theater! Hear 
from our stars about what they 

thought of the experience.

1. Olivia: “Music isn’t what I do, it’s who 
I am. My heart beats in time with the 
rhythm and every exhale marks a phrase.”

2. Collin: “I do what I love, I love what I 
do.”

3. Ellie: “Talent is about passion, spunk 
and pizzazz!”

4. Lee: “It was approximately ten minutes 
ago since I walked offstage. I had spent 
an afternoon with strangers and friends 
pulling off silly antics and many a hat. And 

what I took from the performance was 
that I had suffered a heart attack from all 
the love that was in my heart.”

5. Braden: “The show is only as good as 
the talent that is in it. These young men 
and women brought the talent and made 

From left to right: Ellie and Collin perform, Julian, Lee, and Braden emcee.
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LAKE WASHINGTON HIGH SCHOOL 

Music 
Dept:

 Upcoming 
Anaheim 

Trip
By Phoebe Borthwick

Coming up in May, the LW or-
chestra, band, and choir will 
be heading off to Anaheim 
California for an annual re-

gional competition. Musical groups 
from all over the west coast will be 
coming to display their skills. Judges 
will rank the groups on scale of one 

to four, with one being the best and 
four being the worst. None of the 
groups, however, have received a 
score below a two minus in the past 
ten years. 

The orchestra’s repertoire consists 
of three excellent and challenging 
pieces. The first one that they will be 
performing is the “Keiser Quartet” 
by Franz Joseph Haydn. It is very dy-
namically sophisticated and requires 
much diligence with phrasing and 
musicality. The orchestra will also 
be performing a piece by the name 
of “Palladio” and three movements 
from the Transalvanian dances by 
Bartok. The Bands and choirs have 
also put together some rather ter-
rific programs featuring equally 
pronounced pieces of music. After 
their performances, all groups will 
be spending a day in Disneyland to 
blow off their steam. Make sure to 
wish them all the best of luck as they 
advance in this prestigeous competi-
tion. 

Olivia Hiel, the winning contestant, sings the Frozen hit Let it Go. From left to right: Maddie Malcolm, 
Olivia Hiel, Chris Roa, Kristy Gutierrez, and Michelle Tryon.

LW’s 
Performers:

“In Summer”….Signed in ASL 
by Olivia Heindel and Abby 

Stapleton

“For Reverend Green”….Nigel 
Anders

Tap Dance….Maddie Malcolm

Stand Up Comedy….Hayden 
Stockwell

“Brinda Holiday”….Asher de 
Forest

“Party Dress”….Michelle 
Tryon

“The Scientist”….Amanda 
“Panda” Standridge

“Let it Go”….Olivia Heale

“Dream Like Me”….Chris Roa

“Vienna”….Kristy Gutierrez

“Wide Awake”….Collin Hes-
son and Cheyenne Gaskill

“I Dreamed a Dream”….An-
nika Cable

Stand Up Comedy….Julian 
Thompson

Ballet/Hip-Hop Dance….Loann 
Nguyen

“Skyfall”….Ellie Hustad
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Late to Bed, 
Early to Rise?

By Abby Burton

It’s 8:15 a.m. You’re sitting in your first peri-
od class, listening to a well-meaning teach-
er, but you just can’t focus and your eyelids 
feel heavy. You slump lower into your seat, 

and feel your eyes stay closed longer when you 
blink. Your teacher is explaining something im-
portant, something that will be on the final, 
but you’re just so tired...

This is the problem affecting thousands of stu-
dents nationwide. Teenagers are not getting a 
sufficient amount of sleep.  Adolescents have a 
different sleep pattern than that of adults and 
children. Teens tend to stay up late, and wake 
up late, whereas adults and children tend to 

follow the “early to bed, early to rise” adage.  
From Slate magazine, “For a teenager, a 7a.m. 
alarm call is the equivalent of a 5a.m. start for 
people in their fifties”.  Yet high schools have 
earlier start times than middle and elementary 
schools. Most high schools start at 8 or earlier, 
which is earlier than most students’ parents 
arrive at work.  Sports and activities dominate 
the afternoon of a typical high schooler. Add an 
AP class or two on top of regular homework, 
and kids are getting to bed at midnight or later. 
Compare this to younger children, who typi-
cally wake up early in the morning and start 
school at inconvenient times for parents. If 
schedules were adjusted, parents would be 
able to drop off their young children on the 
way to work. Wouldn’t it make more sense for 
high schools to start later and elementary and 
middle schools to start earlier? 

Legislators and bureaucrats are beginning to 
think so. Research from the National Sleep 
Foundation found that 60% of minors com-
plained of being tired during the day and 15% 

Opinion
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How to 
Contribute:

Write a Letter to the 
Editor

Email it to s-shedreen@lwsd.org or 

s-ematora@lwsd.org

Get an Editorial 
Published in Next 

Month’s Issue
Email a copy to the editors or run 
it by room 273 on a Monday after 
school for it to be reviewed by our 

team.

Include an Event on 
Our Calendar

Email the event to
 s-ematora@lwsd.org

Share an Art Piece
Scan the artwork and email it to

 s-shedreen@lwsd.org. We also ac-
cept writing pieces!

Calendar

Disclaimer
The content of the Pouch 
does not reflect the views 
of Lake Washington High 
School or Lake Washing-
ton School District. 

Please report any factual 
error to the editors for 
a correction to be pub-
lished in the folowing is-
sue.

Staff
Editors-in-Chief

Siri Hedreen 
Katia Matora

Advisor
Ms. Schmiedeskamp

Staff Writers
Martin Barker

Phoebe Borthwick
Abby Burton
Ashley Clark

Reilly Davidson
Sheridan Ferguson

Corwin Hoerler
Amiin Samatar

Emma Wehrman
Bridget Wittke

Contributors
LWHS Dance Booster Club

Like us on Facebook!
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MAY CALENDAR 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Clubs Meeting: 
Indoor Soccer 

Clubs Meeting: 
Newspaper 
Key Club 
Model UN 
Movie Club 

Clubs Meeting: 
A Capella 
LCP 
Breakdancing 
NAHS        NHS 
Poetry 
Robotics 
Ultimate Frisbee 

Clubs Meeting: 
Beta 
Book Club 
Philosophy 
Loyalty 

Clubs Meeting: 
ASL 
Clay Club 
DECA 
Environmental Club 
QSA 
Robotics 

Clubs Meeting: 
Card Club 
Drama 
History Club 
International Club 
Movie Club 
Math Club 

3 
“Signing in the 
Rain:” A Taste of 
ASL on Broadway 
 
Fastpitch 1:00 

4 
 

5 
Baseball 4:30 
 
Cinco de Mayo 
 
 

6 
Tennis 3:45 
 
Soccer 7:30 

7 
 

8 
Track & Field 4:00 
 

9 
6:00— Class of 
2015 Fundraiser 

10 
 

11 
Mother’s Day 

12 
Golf 4:30 

13 
 
 

14 
Track & Field  
Kingco 3:00 

15 
Track & Field TBD 
 

16 
Track & Field 3:00 

17 
 

18 
 
 

19 
2014-2015 Cheer 
Tryouts 

20 
 

21 
CP Spring  
Presentations 
 

22 
Music Heritage 
Festival 
 

23 
Music Heritage 
Festival 
 
NO SCHOOL 
LEAP DAY 

24 
Music Heritage 
Festival 

25 
Music Heritage 
Festival 

26 
NO SCHOOL 
 
Memorial Day 
 

27 
 

28 
 
 

29 
Track & Field State 

30 
Track & Field State 

31 
Senior Prom! 
 
Track & Field State 

Letter from 
the Editors

We present to you the May is-
sue—and perhaps our best 
yet! Come springtime, and 
LWHS is loaded with activities 

and events that have been crammed in be-
fore the end of the year. For the most of us, 
these busy last few months only pave the 
way to another summer vacation, but for the 
Class of 2014, this is their last hoop to jump 
through before freedom!

To stay up to date on this busy spring, look 
no further than The Pouch. We have had 
plenty of accomplishments to take pride in 
the last few weeks, such as our first talent 
show, ASL’s Signing in the Rain, Celebration 
Week, Beautification Day, and the grand 
opening of… the back gate. Also, read about 

what we can look forward to: our music de-
partment’s trip to Anaheim, a dinner cabaret 
fundraiser, and next month’s Senior Issue!

For those who need to take a step back from 
anything school, fear not. Music columnist 
Reilly Davidson reviews the new indie duo 
Beach House, while book columnist Phoebe 
Borthwick reviews the classic Do Androids 
Dream of Electric Sheep?  Meanwhile, de-
bate with our opinion writers on whether or 
not high schools should adjust their sched-
ules, women are misrepresented in video 
games, or Ebola should be taken more seri-
ously. 

Hang in there for the next month and a half,

Sincerely,
Siri Hedreen & Katia

 Matora
Editors-in-Chief

Calling all 
Freshmen, 

Sophomores, 
and Juniors:

These are just a few perks you’ll enjoy if you 
join The Pouch staff next year!

1. Put what is important to you in the 
school spotlight!

2. Threaten your friends with unflat-
tering articles about them!

3. Flaunt your talents in front of an 
audience of 1500 people!

4. Meet some chicks/dudes!
5. Eat the free food we provide!
6. Sacrifice only 15 minutes of your 

week for meetings—yes, you can 
do sports!

7. Put “staff writer” on your Harvard 
résumé! 

8. Converse with likeminded, intel-
ligent people!

9. If you stick with it, you may be pro-
moted to senior writer! (You don’t 
even have to be a senior)

10. If you stick with it even longer, we 
may appoint you as “heir to the 
throne” (i.e., the editor-in-chief 
after we graduate).

You don’t even have to be a writer to join—
we will also take photographers, illustrators, 
cartoonists, stringers, or proofreaders. Con-
tact the editors (s-shedreen@lwsd.org and 
s-ematora@lwsd.org) for more information.



3

MAY 5, 2014

LWHS Dance Team – 
Military State Champions 

& 3rd Place Pom

By the LWDT Booster Club

The Lake Washington High School Dance Team shined on the State floor!  For 
the second year in a row, the LWHS Dance Team placed 1st in Military and 
3rd place in Pom.  A tremendous amount of statewide talent performed 
and it was an extraordinary end to a fun season for the team. We would like 

to wish the best of luck to the team’s graduating seniors.  Alex Valenti,  Amanda 
Levine, Andrea Alor, Briana Lee, Emily Brown, Ivyanne Smith, Lauren Olson, Madi-
son Quimby, Rachel Wilkes, Rachel Imhof and Samantha Baker.  We can’t wait to 
hear of the places you go.

To the wonderful coaches, Lindsey Beck and Jeannie Wehr, thank you for prepar-
ing our daughters for success in all areas of life.  

Celebration Week

April 21-25 was “Celebration Week” for LW! This new tra-
dition at our school included a diversity day, talent show, 
multicultural potluck, and a school beautification effort, 
among other events, all packed into one week. Below, 

juniors Miller Crowley (left) and Ethan Lockhart (right) adorn the 
commons with streamers while other leadership members paint 
greetings in multiple languages on the windows for Diversity Day.

The Gate is Now Open
By Siri Hedreen

Whether you’ve been voicing these complaints yourself or have simply 
heard it in the halls, many students and parents have expressed the 
desire to open the back gate located next to the East Wing. The situ-
ation was brought up several times during student office campaign 

speeches—many of the candidates promising to address the problem if elected. We 
can thank this year’s leadership, however, because now the gates have been opened. 
Leadership, specifically current Vice President Robert Baskin, collaborated with Mr. 

Barone to push the effort through.

While the problem may’ve seemed miniscule, the effects should be immediately no-
ticeable. Those entering from the back now have a way to get to the parking lot, and 

entrance through the front will reduce in traffic—especially in the left turn lane. 

Signing in 
the Rain

Last week, our less-than-two-
year-old ASL program put on 
their first show entirely in sign 
language-- Signing in the Rain.

Says LW’S ASL teacher Ms. Storch, 
“ASL is the newest World Language 
in LWSD and the fastest growing in 
the USA.  We started last year with 64 
students at LWHS and it is now taught 
at four District high schools with 
more than 500 students.  It counts 
for college AND CTE credits as well 
as meets the state requirements for 
world language.  The show demon-
strates communicating with sign skills 
to great music.”

Proving to be a success, the language 
department has already decided to 
continue the tradition next year.
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LWHS Drama Department 
is Proud to Present…

The First Annual 
Dinner Theater 

Cabaret and 
Silent Auction!

By Emma Wehrman

Hey Kangs! Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 10th 
because the LW Drama Boosters are presenting a Din-
ner Theater and Silent Auction fundraiser. We will feed 
you delicious food and present a series of acts including 

singing, dancing, improv, and stand-up comedy. It will be held in 
the Commons here at LW from 6 to 9:30, with tickets at $25 per 
person. The Silent Auction will open at 6 pm, and the dinner show 
(where you get food) will begin at 7 pm, emceed by the hysterical 
Lee Blanchard and Kyle McIntyre. 

All of the proceeds from the tickets and the silent auction will ben-
efit the theatrical education of the Drama students here at LW as 
well as helping the Drama department grow. It will also assist in 
the funding of the LWHS plays and musicals, including next year’s 
musical and One Acts.

To purchase tickets, please contact Lisa McIntyre at BLKCT7@gmail.
com for the reservation form. We need to have all reservations RS-
VP’s by e-mail by May 5th, so act now!!

And come on down to the LW Commons on May 10th for a night full 
of wonderful prizes to be auctioned off, delicious food, side-splitting 
jokes, beautiful music and dancing, and a whole lot of laughter and 
fun!

Teacher Bio of the 
Month: Sra. Flores

By Amiin Samatar

Meet Señora Flores (formerly known as Ms. Beverly)-- 
one of the youngest teachers in LW, with a degree in 
mathematics, Spanish, and ELL. She is both intelligent 
and kindhearted. Señora Flores teaches ELL (an English 

language program for students from different countries), Spanish 2, 
and Spanish 3. Señora Flores married her husband in México this win-
ter break (hence the name change). From Columbia, Missouri, she 
enjoys cooking and reading in both Spanish and English. She received 
her degree in one of the most selective universities: Vanderbilt and 
the University of Tulsa. What inspired her to be a teacher? Señora 
Flores replies, “my mother, grandmothers, and great grandmothers 
were teachers—it runs in my blood.” Señora Flores immersed her-
self in Mexican culture when she was in high school, living there as 
an exchange student. Mexico is also where she met her husband. In 
addition to teaching, Señora Flores is an advisor for both Latino and 
International Club. Now that you know Señora Flores better, feel free 
to send requests for the next teacher bio to s-asamatar@lwsd.org.  

From left to right: 

Braden Barnard, ju-

nior, Maddie Mal-

colm, senior, and 

Katie Cowin, soph-

omore, bag weeds, 

left, and slack on 

the job, below.

Beautification Day 

took place Satur-

day, April 26.

Leadership’s
 Beautification Day

On Saturday, April 26, over 100 LW students partici-
pated in the day-long beautification of our campus. 
Although the activity was ran by Leadership, many 

clubs, students, families, and staff were invited to join in the 
planting, weed-pulling and overall grooming of the plant beds 
around the school. 80’s music boomed in the background to 
ease the hard labor.

Hey Seniors!

1.
2.

3.
4.

Now’s your chance to be a part of next 
month’s SENIOR ISSUE! There are four ways 

to participate:

We will be accepting your answers at lunch 
from May 12- 16. Participants receive cook-

ies! Or, feel free to email them to s-shedreen@
lwsd.org and s-ematora@lwsd.org

Share your favorite (or most embarrassing, or 
most bittersweet) LW memory! Was it publicly 
getting asked to homecoming? Or last year’s 
somber announcement that someone “defecat-
ed in the sink”?

Tell us what your post high school plans are! Put 
a star on our map to represent where you’re go-

ing.

Share some of your favorite photos from your LW 
years! We will accept pictures from both school 
events and separate activites, so as long as they 
took place after 2010!

Which LW teacher or staff member will you miss 
the most or remember the longest?
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Music 
Review: 

Beach House
By Reilly Davidson

“With our legs on the edge, and our feet on the 
horizon, the heart is a stone, and this is a stone 
that we throw”. With such thought-provoking 
and gripping lyrics, it is hard not to get sucked in 
to this dreamy-pop two piece from Baltimore. If 
you are looking for a moody band comparable to 
Cocteau Twins or Nico, you will strike gold with 
Beach House. Their mellow tunes are perfect for 
lazy, thoughtful days. While their definitive sound 
never falters, they seem to rediscover themselves 
consistently between each album. Their initial al-
bum, Beach House, was released in 2006, only 2 
years after the band itself was formed. The band 
members met in the Baltimore’s indie rock scene. 
Victoria Legrand (lead singer) has stated that their 
name comes from a place of sheer randomness 
and said that she enjoys the challenge of being 
part of a two member band. Her vocals hit every 
note with a breathy tone quite unlike anything 
I’ve ever heard while Alex Scully plays keyboards, 
guitar, and bass petal like a champ. It amazes me 
that he plays all of the above during their live 
shows (with help from bass pedals). 

While initially their sound seems to be well suit-
ed for sulking in depression, they redeem their 
gloomy moods with songs like “Other People” and 
“Lover of Mine” where they find themselves in-
corporating new drum beats that bring the whole 
vibe of the songs up to a happier pace. However, I 
quite enjoy sulking in my room alone in the pres-
ence of smooth, melancholic music on occasion 
and Beach House has proven to be my go-to mop-
ing band. In specific, their most recently released 
album Bloom speaks most to me as a thoughtful 
look at life and its ever-changing circumstances. 
Though they have been criticized for seemingly 
no change in their sound, I don’t understand how 
anyone can complain about this. The reason peo-
ple choose specific bands is because they enjoy 
their tone, so why would anyone desire a change? 
I feel that the only thing that should differ be-
tween artists’ albums should be production qual-
ity, and of course new songs should be released, 
both of which are evident from album to album in 
the Beach House collection. As for their other al-
bums, I am highly impressed with each. I recently 
picked up Devotion on vinyl and cannot express 
how fantastic it sounds. 

If any of this has peaked your interest, I would 
suggest listening to my personal favorite Beach 
House songs which are “On the Sea”, “Zebra”, 
“New Year”, and (as previously mentioned) “Lover 
of Mine”. However, when picking a song of theirs 
to listen to you can’t really go wrong unless you 
aren’t keen on 17 minute songs, in which case I 
would not recommend “Irene”. All things aside, 
Beach House won’t disappoint, if I were you I 
would give them a listen.  
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*Valid on VersaSpa only. New and existing clients. Offers valid with 
Student ID only. Cannot be combined with any other offers.

$10 SINGLE
sunless session

HSVERSA

$2995 MEMBERSHIP
unlimited sunless

BSS

30 DAYS FOR $39
unlimited sunless

STUDENTSUNLESS 

Book Review: Do 
Androids Dream of 

Electric Sheep
By Phoebe Borthwick

Phillip K. Dick, arguably one 
of the greatest writers in 
the Science Fiction genre, 
is well known for writing 

novels with themes that make 
the reader question the nature 
of reality.  Do Androids Dream 
of Electric Sheep certainly has its 
plot woven around this notion. 
It falls under the category of Cy-
berpunk: a subgenre of Science 
Fiction imagining worlds in which 
nearly every aspect of society is 
controlled by technology. Cyber-
punk often blurs what it means 
to be human, and focuses on the 
underground of sprawling urban 
societies.  

The main protagonist of the 
novel is a man named Rick Deck-
ard, who lives in Seattle with 
his wife in a small apartment in 
downtown. Please note that I use 
the word ‘protagonist’ in a very 
relative manner. Rick is a bounty 
hunter who hunts down and kills androids for a living. Androids are nothing but 
ordinary in this society. After a destructive nuclear world war in the distant past, 
after large portions of the population emigrated from earth to escape its poor en-
vironmental conditions, those who remained became progressively materialistic. 
They developed cravings for anything living. Real-live pets became rare and expen-
sive commodities. For those who could not afford them, animatronic replicates were 
made; dogs, cats, rabbits, sheep, goats, ostriches…and even humans. Seen as poten-
tially detrimental to the state of society, these human androids were banned from 
earth. But that didn’t stop them from trying to escape. Few numbers of them can be 
found lurking in the cities, nearly indistinguishable from everyday men and women. 
Nearly, but not quite. 

Their identity can be determined through simple tests that are designed to provoke 
empathetic responses. Empathy is the one asset that they are incapable of possess-
ing. Upon failure of the tests, after the suspect has been deemed an android by their 
pursuer, the bounty hunter has the license to retire (shoot) them on the spot. This is 
Rick Deckard’s career. 

As Rick is faced with increasingly daunting tasks involving androids of deeper and 
deeper sophistication, he begins to question the morality of the bounty-hunting and 
societal system as a whole. Is it justified to kill something that walks and talks and 
feels like a person, but is filled with gears and circuits? How far can you go before 
these actions become cold-blooded murder? Is it possible to fall in love with some-
thing whose heart is turned by gears? In this chilling and thought-provoking narra-
tive, Rick must walk a fine line between the artificial and mechanical worlds as he 
explores the empathetic nature of life, love, and what it truly means to be human.  

Trend: Cutouts 
(Left)

This Sherri Hill stunner has 
taken a classic strapless 
silhouette and updated 
it for Prom with a silver 
beaded cutout. Acces-

sorize with silver peep toe 
pumps and a wrist full of 

silver bangles. 

Trend: Embellish-
ments (Right)

This Nordstrom silver sequin 
gown is the epitome of the 
beading and sequin trend. 

It has a gorgeous sheer pink 
overlay and a jewel embel-

lished waist. Wear with 
silver patent pumps. 

Trend Watch
By Abby Burton

It's Prom Season! The trends for this year's prom are fun and fresh. 
Classic silhouettes have been revved up for a more youthful look. 
Embellishments and beading have always been an accenting must, 
but this year they take center stage. Florals are also a big trend this 

year, whether subdued or splashy and vibrant.  
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The Student 
Perspective

By Amiin Samatar

Ebola: the new AIDS but worse…

We all know Aids is one of the most dangerous viruses in the 
world, but, it is not a death sentence anymore. The Ebola 
virus, however, is arguably more dangerous because it is 
transmitted so much more easily. Let’s say I cough blood 

and it hits any part of your skin—boom, you’re infected and will die within 
two weeks. While the governments of many African countries are trying to 
isolate the disease, it seems to be spewing out into the world again. The 
virus is spreading through Africa and some fear that in time it will reach 
America. I spoke to an LW student, Shawn, who proved to be opinionated 
on this deadly virus. “It is scary that there is this new disease that is going 
around… I honestly believe that it might just become an epidemic. The 
government honestly never really tells us anything until it becomes an is-
sue.  AIDS was an issue for 10 years before it became an epidemic. We 
have the 8th highest HIV population in the world after all the small Afri-
can countries which are mostly third world countries. How can we protect 
ourselves from this virus if we can’t with HIV?” When I asked how any 
country can protect themselves, she replied, “Look at Saudi Arabia—yes 
they are very conservative—but they have the lowest rate of any STD if 
they have any.” I then said we can’t really compare ourselves with Saudi 
Arabia—they have barriers between men and women whereas we are an 
open book. She then replied “of course we aren’t the same as them but 
we can always become strict in allowing people from other countries to 
come to America and test them before entering the US.” We ended the 
conversation with the bell. 

How do you feel about the sinking 
of a ferry filled with teachers and 

high school students? 

I’ve watched with a mix of solemnity and growing anger the press re-
ports of the gathered family members and officials attending to their 
respective duties in Jindo, South Korea. Last week a ferry filled with 
high school students and teachers sank in the frigid waters off the 

southwest coast there; as I write this, nearly 180 high school teachers and 
students are confirmed dead and more than 200 are still missing. I spoke to 
Thein, a junior, about this horrific event. He replied “It’s sad that this event 
happened and what makes it worse is that these were kids and teachers 
just like us who lost their lives. They had a bright future and died because 
of a mistake the captain and crew [made].  By telling [them] to stay put 
and not move, hundreds lost their lives and knowing that the ship was 
sinking is just sickening.” I responded to this answer with another question 
asking “Do you blame the captain? And shouldn’t he have stayed on board 
saving lives instead of abandoning ship?” to which he replied “Yes, I do… 
not only him but the entire crew took one life boat and left the screaming 
students and teachers trapped. Instead of leaving with the passengers he 
should have stayed and helped as much as he could. I am not blaming the 
passengers but why listen to other people [telling them to stay put]? If the 
ship is sinking, people need to put their own lives into their hand.” But 
wouldn’t people expect the captain and crew to know more than they do? 
He replied, “that’s the exact issue we have. People, honestly, don’t trust 
[others] with your lives… listen to yourself and take that chance. It might 
end up saving your life one day.” After thanking Thien, the interview finally 
ended. If you would like to be interviewed or request a topic, feel free to 
email s-asamatar@lwsd.org.

Other M: The 
Death of 
Gaming’s 

Leading Lady.
By Corwin Hoerler

If I were to outright say that games don’t have 
a lot of good female characters… that women 
have been misrepresented, sexualized and 
tossed aside in the history of gaming… that 

most game writers do female characters as com-
plex and unique as they do rocks and trees in the 
background…. that a female character often repre-
sents a weaker person, a love interest, or a motiva-
tion… I would be told by most gamers “Yeah? So 
next you’re going to tell me that birds fly?”

Joking aside, gaming has a rough history and per-
haps an even uglier present when it comes to wom-
en. Those who know me will know that a social 
justice project was about harassment in the gam-
ing community, specifically pertaining to women, 
people of other races and people of different sexual 
orientation.  Aside from the treatment of women in 
the community, I’d like to shift focus to something 
that’s always controversial and always relevant: fe-
male characters. With last month’s article in mind, 
let’s start with Nintendo.

Metroid has long been one of Nintendo’s flagship 
series, starting with Metroid on the NES. The ma-
jority of my readers won’t have played the early 
Metroid games and I can’t exactly blame you: they 
are unforgiving and they don’t all hold up over 
time. To save you a few hours and hundred dollars 
in controller and television repairs, I’ll sum it up.

Metroid is about a space bounty hunter named Sa-
mus Aran. Samus fights against the series’ epony-
mous Metroids, beings that feed on energy. There 
are two recurring big bosses of note: Mother Brain 
and Ridley. Through courage, determination and 
lots of shooting driving Samus, Samus overcomes 
these obstacles and more. At the end of the first 
Metroid game, Samus’ armor dissolves to reveal 
that she has been a woman the whole time.

While not technically the first female protagonist, 
Samus quickly became the most popular. I’ll remind 
you that this was years before Tomb Raider and the 
character of Lara Croft, often synonymous with fe-
males in gaming (for good reasons and bad.)

Samus’ reveal is unique, despite it being a huge 
event in gaming (and a considerable plot twist in 
the game) Samus was universally accepted upon 
the reveal. To understand why this generated no 
controversy, we need to look at her character.

Samus is my prime example of what makes a good 
female character in gaming. Samus isn’t a strong 
female character; Samus is a strong character who 
happens to be female. Often with lesser female 
characters you get the sense that game writers 
are trying to make a character that is interesting 
or cool even though she’s a female. This often re-
sults in blatant sexualization or just an overall bland 
character who the game developers designed with 
the thought process “Now what’s something a 
cool person would say here? Wait, this character’s 
a woman. What’s something a woman would say 
here?”

I think something that helped Samus was that, for 
all but one of her games, she was a mute charac-
ter. Now don’t get me wrong, I’m not saying female 
characters shouldn’t talk. I’m simply saying that by 
having her be a mute character, pressure is taken 
off the developers to make her cool.

A game I’ll refer to that suffers from must-make-
our-female-characters-cool-syndrome, or “KEWL”, 
is the fairly recent game Remember Me. It’s an in-
teresting sci-fi game about memory replacement 
and conspiracies that is constantly dragged down 
by its characters. The female protagonist Nilin is 
such a sufferer of KEWL that she gets saddled with 
one-liners like “This little red riding hood has got a 
basket full of kick-a**.”

I want you to go back and reread that sentence, 
please do it. Now read it again. Do you notice how 
that can never be a cool thing to hear somebody 
say? There is literally no context in which that can 
be cool.

Now, there are well-written female characters. The 
point of this is not to say that female characters 
should always be mute. For examples of well writ-
ten characters see the Mass Effect series. The game 
ran the controversy circuit around its release when 
it was “leaked” that the game would feature sex 
scenes. FOX news ran with this, calling it like they 
do with many games as the “thing that is corrupt-
ing our children.” None of them actually played the 
game and realized that there wasn’t any nudity in it 
and that you saw just enough skin that if the game 
was a movie, it’d be PG-13. There are episodes of 
Battlestar Galactica and Lost that are more explicit 
than Mass Effect. Funny enough it was anti-video 
game blogger Jack Thompson who supported the 
game, making the Lost comparison I’ve just bla-
tantly ripped off.

Putting aside the issue of sex in gaming, Mass Ef-
fect featured the best female writing in gaming. 
The character Tali Zorah will be my example. As a 
character, Tali is timid and mild mannered. She’s 
wickedly intelligent and great in combat. Her char-
acter traits and most of her lines could be put on a 
male character and he’d be just as good a charac-
ter as Tali. Bioware, the game’s creators, have be-
come renowned for their writing with games like 
Baldur’s Gate, the Mass Effect series, the Dragon 
Age series and Neverwinter Nights. Bioware is great 
with female characters because none of their fe-
male characters are cool/interesting even though 
they’re girls. They’re cool/interesting and they’re 
girls. Samus is cool/interesting and she’s a girl. Or 
at least she was.

In 2010 the game Metroid: Other M was released, 
developed by Team Ninja, the makers of Dead or 
Alive: Beach Volleyball. Team Ninja is a company 
that feeds on fanservice and sexualized female 
characters. There was some worry that this would 
happen to Samus at first but luckily it didn’t. In-
stead, the game reduced Samus, who I should point 
out, was a strong and independent character, to a 
weak and helpless stereotype who hung on every 
word of a commander who had never appeared 
in the series before this game. Though the game 
received mediocre reviews and decent sales, fans 
hated it. 

Aside from the degradation of its lead, the game 
suffered poor writing throughout. This is the game 
where Samus was finally given a voice: Nintendo 
approved unmuting the leading lady. This could 
have been awesome, I was excited for it.

Then they picked a voice actress for Samus who 
sounded like she couldn’t care less about quality. 
Each line droned monotonously or shouted--this is 
Schwarzenegger level voice acting, not the quality 
we want for a beloved character. Even ignoring the 
bad voice acting, the writing was horrible. The ma-
jority of Samus’ lines were stating aloud something 
that was happening onscreen, most of the time it 
was something the player had figured out as soon 
as it started.

Putting all of that aside we’re left with what Sa-
mus has been made from this game. Unintelligent, 
bland and boring. This game has bad writing to the 
point where she doesn’t take armor into a danger-
ous zone because she wasn’t specifically told to. 
Yes, that bad.

And that’s the last we’ve heard from Metroid, no 
games have come out since Other M. If this is the 
note they end the journeys of Samus Aran on, that’s 
a huge disappointment. Samus as a character used 
to be in control, we never saw ourselves as having 
to protect her until Other M. If Metroid truly has 
concluded then gaming has lost what used to be 
a highlight in an otherwise disappointing category.

So here’s where I’m supposed to bring things to a 
positive conclusion, tell you how things are getting 
better. While things have improved in the past year 
it’s nowhere close to good enough. Blatant sexual-
ization, poor writing, poor development and KEWL 
are keeping female characters from being some-
thing that can be truly impressive. And I should 
point out that male characters aren’t usually much 
to write home about. For all my support of gaming 
as an art form, it’s a medium that needs a metric 
ton of improvement even after thirty years.

We’ve come a long way from things like Custer’s 
last stand, but we really need to step up our game.

said that they have fallen asleep 
at school during the year. This 
has prompted district officials in 
various states to try to find ways 
to combat the problem. So far, 
there hasn’t been much change 
locally, but the movement is be-
ginning to gain momentum in 
other states. One school district 
in the Midwest changed their 
school schedules, which caused 
some conflict initially, but has 
led to students earning better 
grades. Hopefully, our district 
will soon begin to research the 
benefits of this decision, be-
cause it is a well-known fact 
that students who sleep more 
tend to get better grades.  Hav-
ing later high school start times 
would benefit students in that 

they could sleep in a bit later, 
which promotes healthy brain 
development. School would 
end later in the afternoon, but 
teens wouldn’t feel as much 
pressure to get their homework 
done and get sleep because 
they have the safeguard of the 
morning to catch up on essays 
or zzz’s. Better mornings lead 
to more productive days. If high 
schools start later, parents that 
have to drop off younger chil-
dren, and are subsequently late 
to work because of that, will be 
able to get their days on-track 
because elementary and middle 
schools would be starting earli-
er. And who doesn’t love better 
days?

“Late”
Continued from page 1
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the show the best it possibly could be. I t takes guts to 
get onstage in front of people, and I have the utmost 
respect for all these people, and I’m very proud of my 
fellow Kangs.”

6. Julian: “I drink a lot of milk… yup.”

7. Asher: “I would love to have a quote in the news-
paper. [Began stating a bunch of random things until I 
told him it had to be about the talent show] Oh, this is 
super fun. It sounds corny but no joke. I love to write 
songs and show off; this is my chance to show off.”

8. Panda: “I’m so glad there is finally a talent show, 
and with actual judges! I really appreciate that.”

9. Kristy: “I’m almost to 10 talent shows! Next year 
will be my tenth.”

10. Maddie: “LW is so ripe with talent, it might just 
explode.”

11. Loann Nguyen performing a ballet/hip-hop rou-
tine.

12. Olivia Heindel and Abby Stapleton performing in 
ASL Frozen’s In Summer.

13. Hanging out backstage

14. Chris Roa rapping

15. Nigel Anders singing and playing his guitar

16. Melissa backstage in her party dress.

“Talent”
Continued from page one
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12.
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Martin’s 
Corner

By Martin Barker

The feeling of be-
ing completely ab-
sorbed in a ride at 
one of the many 

Disney parks is something 
that everyone can enjoy. 
Some of the most popular 
rides feature a certain time-
less charm not held down by 
cheesy celebrity cameos or 
ageing references. This was 
all thrown out the window 
in the strange Disney Cali-
fornia Adventure Park ride 
“Superstar Limo”, the 2001 
attraction which holds the 
prestigious award of being 
open for less than a year. 
This strange attraction situates you in cars 
designed as limousines, and places you in 
the role of a famous actor arriving in Hol-
lywood for their big movie premiere. What 
seems like an innocent enough premise is 
suddenly brought to a terrifying stop once 

you meet your manager, who contacts you 
via small insert video screens inside your 
vehicle. The strangely named manager 
Swifty La Rue is an odd combination of life-
like modeling on a cheap puppet, which 
propels this ride into the uncanny valley 

and beyond. As you travel 
through a cartoony rendi-
tion of Hollywood, you 
encounter “famous” ce-
lebrities such as Tim Al-
len, Jackie Chan, Whoopi 
Goldberg, and more 
early-2000 stars that 
have since lost much/if 
not all of their relevance. 
To make matters worse, 
none of Disney’s famed 
human-like Audio-Ani-
matronics technologies 
were used in the attrac-
tion, leading to strange 
celebrity depictions that 
only move their arms and 
legs slightly as words are 
projected out of their 
stationary mouths. Being 

almost 12 years after its permanent clos-
ing, it serves as a good reminder that even 
Disney recognizes its mistakes and sweeps 
them under the rug quickly to never be 
mentioned again.

Search 
and Find:

LW mini-celeb-
rity Tre Walker 
will be hidden 
in every issue. 
The first per-
son to email 
his location to 
s-shedreen@
lwsd.org will 
receive a prize.

Congratulations to last 
month’s winners, Robin 

Cosbey and Logan Esterling!

Special 
Thanks to 

Our Donors!
The Cavallaro Family
Jim & Shirley Guard

LWHS PTSA
The Matora Family
The Roberds Family

Buy an Ad!
We sell ads per issue. Our ads 

come in color in a variety of sizes. 
Please contact 

s-shedreen@lwsd.org and
s-ematora@lwsd.org for pricing 

information
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*New and existing clients. Only valid with student ID. Cannot be combined with any other offers.

BUILD, DESIGN, CREATE!

Offering Summer Workshops and Online 
Courses in Video Game Programming, 
Fine Arts and Animation, Game Design, 

and Robotics and Engineering for 
students in Grades 1–12!

projectfun.digipen.edu
LE ARN MORE:

Urban 
Dictionary 

Word of 
Month

aquaintance zone
Aquaintance zone is like friend zone 
only one step further and much 
more degrading.
“Thank you for carrying in the 
couch for me; you’re such a great 
aquaintance!” 
“Ooohhh! You just got aquaintance 
zoned!”

slay mama
Someone who is so good looking its 
stabs someone’s heart, or “slays” 
their eyes. Similar to a sword fight. 
Can refer to male or female. Fre-
quently used on social media com-
ments as hastag
You’re slaying me with those eyes. 
#slaymama

Those eyes be slaying me mama.

You are a slay mama

Model 
United 
Nations

By Abby Burton
 
Congratulations to Alex Todd and Arman 
Talkar! They both received awards at the 
VIKMUN Model United Nations conference 
at Western Washington University on April 
27th. Alex was nominated President of the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ), the judi-
cial branch of the United Nations, and was 
subsequently awarded Outstanding Justice. 
Arman Talkar was awarded Outstanding 
Delegate of the G20, a finance council of 
19 individual countries and the European 
Union. Both Alex and Arman represented 
the delegation of the United Kingdom.

If you would like to know more about 
Model United Nations or are interested in 
joining, meetings are held every Monday at 
2:35 in room 371.

A big THANK-YOU to everyone who came out to support Lake Washington High 

School Cheer at our Tres Hermanos and Acropolis fundraisers!

-LWHS Cheer Booster Club


