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As always, the Homecoming Game, above, 
drew quite a crowd of purple and white.

Continued on page 7

To the left, sophomores Alice Tran and Megan Gertmenian watch the game and 
laugh with friends. To the right, Courtney Johnson and Axel Rivera, Homecom-

ing Court nominees, make a grand entrance at halftime.
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Turning 
Curiosity into a 

Business
By Alex Todd

“We’re not learning this because it’s not 
on the AP test.” Students, how many times 
have you heard it; teachers, how many 
times have you said it? Advanced Place-

ment, or AP, classes strive to pre-
pare students to accomplish one 
goal: a 4 or a 5 on an Advanced 

Placement exam. To many 
students, success on an AP 

exam means credit towards 
respective college classes 

and saving money on oth-
erwise costly courses. 

At first glance, the AP system 
seems to be an effective edu-

cational apparatus: learn the con-
tent, take the test, and receive college 

credit. This is the exact message that the 
College Board, the corporation (yes, it is a 
corporation) behind the AP program touts. 
The AP section of the College Board’s web-
site says in bold “turning curiosity into a 
science.” However, when closely exam-
ined, it is apparent that the AP system is 
detrimental to education and society as 
a whole because of its one-dimensional, 
test-centric approach to educating and the 
costly chokehold it has on the educational 
system. 

Consider the fifth grade version of your-
self. You may have just begun to learn ad-
vanced multiplication, or even have made 
brief forays into the new and wild frontier 
of algebra. The math class that you learned 
those skills in wasn’t an AP class. There 
wasn’t a cumulative test at the end of the 
year that could earn you college credit. Yet 
you learned those multiplication and alge-
bra skills then because you knew that you 
would need them later in life, throughout 
middle and high school mathematics. You 
probably use those basic skills today. Se-
niors will remember the multiplication they 
learned as fifth-graders because the infor-
mation that was taught served the purpose 
of acting as a platform for later knowledge. 

Continued on page 7

Homecom-
ing Recap: 
Two Nights 

of Fun
By Emma Wehrman

Hey Kangs! So although it 
already feels like about 
forever and three days 
ago, this year’s Home-

coming Weekend was pretty 
amazing.

For starters, the football game 
and the parade were fantastic. 
Though, I admit, the juniors were 
totally robbed of first place for 
their float; that ferris wheel was 

simply amazing. And the 
freshman float definitely 
gave everyone some laughs. 
Kudos to them for “trying.” 

And the game!! Pretty much the 
Kangs totally rocked it, winning 
the game 28-(FIND THIS). The 
fans were going wild with excite-
ment, everyone jumping up and 
down and screaming. And a spe-
cial shout-out to the three cheer-
leaders who were able to get the 
crowd just as pumped up and 
happy as ever before. They had 
a super challenging task but they 
totally rose to the occasion.

Also, congratulations to all of our 
Homecoming King and Queen 
nominees, and to whomever 
came up with the balloon idea to 
discover who was crowned, that 
was super clever. Not to mention, 
extra applause for Axel Rivera 

and 
Tiffany Sha-
fapay, this year’s Home-
coming King and Queen! Though, 
it is undoubtedly true that the 
best moment in the crowning 
was getting to see Tre again as 
he passed the crown on to Axel. 
Everyone cheering for him as he 
walked the red carpet brought 
back incredible memories of last 
year and his unforgettable win. 
That one will go down in the Kang 
History Books forever.

And lastly, we have the “Kang 
Karnival” dance. The decorations 
were about five times better than 
last year, and the overall atmo-
sphere held more laughter and 

OPINION
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How to 
Contribute:

Write a Letter to the 
Editor

Email it to s-shedreen@lwsd.org or 

s-ematora@lwsd.org

Get an Editorial 
Published in Next 

Month’s Issue
Email a copy to the editors or run 
it by the library on a Monday after 
school for it to be reviewed by our 

team.

Include an Event on 
Our Calendar

Email the event to
 s-ematora@lwsd.org

Share an Art Piece
Scan the artwork and email it to

 s-shedreen@lwsd.org. We also ac-
cept writing pieces!

Note: We apologize for 
any hurt feelings from the 
“High School Cliche Bingo 
Board” in the October is-
sue, especially to the Span-
ish Department.

Re: Sports Page

I noticed that the “Sports” sec-
tion was very football-centric. 
There are other teams too you 
know! Football gets enough at-
tention already.
--Anonymous

Dear Anonymous,
Thank you for your feedback. 
Feel free to send us articles 
about your team for inclusion in 
the next issue!

Re: Opinion Section

Your opinion section last month 
posed the question “is Emma 
Watson the new face of femi-
nism?” I find it repulsive that the 
feminist movement, which has 
gone so far, is now associated 
with a common celebrity, a child 
star even. This is obviously a mar-
keting scam on the United Na-
tions’ part. Just look at Emma’s 
face, with its “pretty” make-up 
and “wistful” gaze. I call this ob-
jectification of women, not rep-
resentation of all females.
--The Real Face of Feminism

Dear Real Face of Feminism,
We appreciate hearing our read-
er’s opinions. Keep up the good 
work. However, doesn’t judging 
a woman by her face go directly 
against the ideas behind femi-
nism?

Power Outage Scare

This past weekend, on Satur-
day October 25th, the Kirkland, 
Woodinville, Redmond, and Bel-
levue areas had a major wind 
storm causing power flickerings 
and outages. Many people were 
out that night, including your 
very own student, Collin Hes-
son. He was at the Woodinville 
AMC movie theater with his par-
ents seeing John Wick directed 
by David Leitch and Chad Sta-
helski when the power outage 
occurred. Collin was in the bath-
room. He was terrified when the 
power went out because while 
in the bathroom a man started 
maniacally laughing. Collin’s first 
thought of course was “I’m going 
to die”. He then proceeded to ac-
cept the fact that he was going to 
die and proceeded for the door, 
on the way passing the mania-
cally laughing man in the flicker-
ing bathroom mirror lights, who 
then turned smiling, like some 
mass murderer would in the 

movies. Then the man proceeded 
to say “Don’t worry kid, I’m not 
going to kill you”. Collin left the 
bathroom smiling awkwardly. 
Then he texted his mother asking 
where she was because at this 
point the theater was bustling 
with people. He then found his 
family and left the movie theater, 
going home to charge all devices 
because in our society we can’t 
live without our devices.
--Collin Hesson

Dear Collin, 
Thank you for sharing this story!

Please share an opinion, 
response, or story with The 
Pouch! Speak your mind to 
s-shedreen@lwsd.org and 
s-ematora@lwsd.org

Letters to The Pouch

Disclaimer
The content of the Pouch 
does not reflect the views 
of Lake Washington High 
School or Lake Washing-
ton School District. 

Please report any factual 
error to the editors for 
a correction to be pub-
lished in the folowing is-
sue.

Staff
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Staff Writers
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Letter from 
the Editor

Today is officially the last 
day of the quarter. As you 
have probably already 
calculated, that means 

we all are 6.25% of the way fur-
ther through high school. With 
grades coming in, many of us 
probably have college transcripts 
and GPA’s on our minds (for some 
of us, this is on our mind all year). 

In today’s com-
petitive society, 
the pressure is 
on to put one-
self above every-
one else, and for 
many students, 
this is done by 
taking AP class-
es. At this point, 
AP classes have 
become an im-
perative to even 
be considered by 
the nation’s top colleges. Is this 
a healthy system? Guest writer 
Alex Todd presents his opinion in 
the article “Turning Curiosity into 
a Business.” We look forward to 
hearing reader responses on this 
subject.

For those wishing to take their 
minds off of school, however, 
The Pouch has plenty to offer this 
month. For example, one can go 
out and see the new movie The 
Book of Life, which is just in time 
for the Day of the Dead. Just first 

flip to page five to read the prais-
ing review written by Lana Wag-
ner, LW’s own movie critic. Or, flip 
to our newest monthly feature, 
“Hike of the Month,” and read 
about Rachel Lake from Corinna 
Miller, an avid outdoors(wo)man. 
There is nothing to relieve stress 
like a walk in the woods.

But overall, don’t forget to sim-
ply stay updated. The past month 
has been exciting but also tu-
multuous, both within LW (with 
Homecoming, fall sports, and a 

new school year) 
and without (the 
Marysville-Pilchuk 
shooting, the Eb-
ola epidemic and 
the November 
elections). It is our 
priority to help 
our Kangs stay 
informed and up-
to-date, no matter 
how busy we may 
be getting as the 
year progresses. 

As always, we encourage our 
readers to share their news with 
the school! The Pouch wishes to 
give a representation to every-
thing our school has to offer, and 
we need your help and contribu-
tions! 

Stay classy,

Your Editors-in-Chief,
Siri Hedreen & Katia 

Matora
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

Girls’ Swim Kingco 

2 3 
Reflections Entry 
Deadline 

4 
Honor Concert 7:30 
 
Election Day 

5 
 

6 
Girls’ Swim Districts 

7 8 
Cross Country State 
Girls’ Swim Districts 
Dance Competition 
 

9 10 11 
NO SCHOOL 
 
Veteran’s Day 

12 13 14 
Girls’ Swim State 
 
One Act Plays 

15 
Girls’ Swim State 
 
One Act Plays 

16 17 
Winter Sports Begin 

18 19 
Senior Baby Ads Due 

20 21 
Senior Scholarship 
apps due 

22 

23/30 24 25 26 
Half Day 

27 
NO SCHOOL 
 
Thanksgiving 

28 
NO SCHOOL 
 

29 

November 2014 

Follow-up on 
the Hannah 

Graham Case
By Katie McIlroy

On October 18th, a body 
found on a property 
aptly nicknamed “Tear-
drop Hill” in Albemarle 

County was confirmed to be that 
of Hannah Graham’s. It had been 
discovered that the suspect in the 
case, Jesse Matthew Jr., lived only 
four miles away from the site. To 
add to the suspicion, the body of 
Morgan Harrington, who is also 
suspected to be a victim of Mat-
thew, was found in the vicinity in 
2009. Both women were students 
at the University of Virginia. Since 
the police have opened an inves-
tigation on Jesse Matthew, many 
shocking things have emerged. It 
has been learned that he has been 
suspected of sexual assault three 
times and was charged for a case 
nine years ago. The police have 
connected the DNA from past cas-
es to DNA found with the Morgan 

Harrington case. Additionally, 
Matthew has been accused 

of grand larceny, assault, 
trespassing, and posses-
sion of stolen property. 
Currently, Matthew is 

arrested for both the 
2005 assault and the 

Hannah Graham case.

Amanda Kartes, above, paints fel-
low junior Justin Soto with acrylic 
onto a piece of plywood. The por-
table mural is part of an effort led 

by Ms. Wyatt to beautify the school, which 
is still somewhat stark and bare from the re-
construction of the building a few years ago. 
Kartes is one of several who frequents Art 
Club, known officially as Art Honor Society, 

every Tuesday Afternoon. The club is open to 
anyone, whether or not they take 
an art class, to enjoy 
open studio time 
in the company 
of like-mind-
ed creative 
types.

Talent Abounds in Art Club

November
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First Dance 
Competition of 
the Year to be 
Held at LWHS

By the LWHS Dance Team Booster Club

Come join the 5-time State Cham-
pion Lake Washington High 
School Dance Team at the first 
dance competition of the season 

to be held in Kirkland on Saturday, Novem-
ber 8th. You may have been to an LW foot-
ball, soccer, basketball, or volleyball game, 
but when was the last time you attended a 
dance competition? These events are loud 
and fierce with performances from 15 
dance teams—each fighting for a qualify-
ing score to compete at the district cham-
pionships. You will not be disappointed!

Few people realize how intense the com-
petition season is for dance and drill 
teams. Most sports programs span just 
a few months between the first practice 
and State, but Dance teams prepare for 
11 months. Under the leadership of Coach 
Lindsey Beck and Jeanne Wehr, the girls 
begin their season in May and culminate 
at the State Championship in Yakima at 
the end of March, having put in over 400 
dedicated hours in one season! Help sup-
port them at this season’s competition 
kickoff on Saturday, November 8th!

Event Details: The 
Dance Competition 
will be attended by 
fifteen 2A, 3A and 
4A regional high 
school teams and will 
include about 20 rou-
tines in the catego-
ries of Pom, Military, 
Kick, Hip Hop, Show, 
and Dance.

Where: LWHS Athlet-
ic Center (12033 NE 
80th St, Kirkland, WA, 
98033)

When: Saturday, No-
vember 8th, 2014

Doors Open: 12:00 

Competition Starts: 
1:00

Cost: $7 ($5 with ASB 
card)

Concessions and 
refreshments will 
be available for sale 
at the event with all 
the proceeds benefit-
ing the LWHS Dance 
Team Program.

LW’s Dance Team, upon winning State last year in two categories: Military (1st Place) and Pom (4th Place)

Courtney Johnson Takes Over in  
The Pouch’s “Search and Find”

Last year, The Pouch had a tradition of hiding 
a tiny cutout of LW’s beloved Homecoming 
King, Tre Walker, in every issue, in the style of 
Where’s Waldo? This year, we had our read-

ers vote for a “new Tre,” and LW has spoken, elect-
ing Courtney Johnson. Courtney embodies the Kang 
vibe-- she is a varsity athlete, throwing shot-put in 
track, she is VP of the Senior Class, and she plays 
in the school Orchestra. Not to mention, she was 
nominated for Homecoming Court. Don’t forget to 
look for her in this issue! The first person to find her 
location and send it to s-shedreen@lwsd.org will 
win a prize. And no, the Homecoming picture on the 
front page does not count.

Favorite Color: Purple
Favorite Animal: Giraffe
Best Vacation: The Bahamas
Role Model: Queen Bey
Dream Job: McDonald’s
One Wish: “World Peace”
-- Beyonce

A Note on 
“Chamber 

Orchestra May 
not be taking 

the Flight to San 
Francisco this 

Spring”

Last month I published an article about 
how Chamber Orchestra was rumored 
to be left out of the Heritage Festival. 
This article included information that 

was both stretched out of proportion and par-
tially incorrect. I apologize for all those who 
felt that the article personally targeted them 
in any way, as I did not intend for it to do so. 
Its lack of balance and accuracy was a result 
of my carelessness and irresponsibility. I did 
not do a thorough job with my research, or 
make sure that my sentences were phrased 
tactfully. This led to my skewed portrayal of 
the subject matter. I want to make sure that 
The Pouch does not gain the same kind of rep-
utation that many modern day Tabloids hold, 
because the spreading of rumors is not some-
thing that we as Kangs should stand for. 

--Phoebe Borthwick
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gentle saunter, every char-
acter is moving so fast and 
with such bravado! All of 
the major characters have 
a goal, have differing opin-
ions, and actually like at 
least another main char-
acter, even if they com-
pete. There is no petty love 
triangle, friendships aren’t 
broken due to miscommu-
nication, and differences 
are resolved through 
the appreciation of oth-
ers’ differences. Even the 
static characters get love 
and funny lines enough 
for them to be memora-
ble. The story, yes, is one 
we’ve heard before, but 
the characters save it from 
being completely boring 
with their chemistry with 
each other. That, and the 
story doesn’t rely on poor 
character development 
or communication to the 
audience to carry it, unlike 
a certain Disney movie I 
know (I’m looking at you, 
Frozen.) It feels very re-
freshing and fun, while 
still retaining a sense of 
majesty and escapism in 
this whole new world it 
opens up the audience to.

The scenery is detailed 
and unique, the music is 
a little hit and miss (it’s a 
jukebox musical like Shrek) 

but charming and the 
movie’s style is 

distinct and 
seeping 

in cultural influence, which 
makes it fun to spot the 
references hidden in it, if 
you know what to look for. 
The humor is well paced 
and rarely misses, even 
if it can be a little imma-
ture, but despite this it’s 
emotional moments are 
never forsaken and are in 
fact treated with a respect 
that I’ve only seen once 
or twice in an animated 
film. It is lovingly crafted 
and nurtured by all those 
who worked on it, and it 
shows because no one’s 
ideas or twist on it is left 
out (I mean this last part 
seriously, the creator even 
mentions it in the movie’s 
art book.)

Overall, I recommend this 
movie to those who have 
lost loved ones recently 
(this movie will make you 
cry like a baby if you did, 
but wipe away your tears, 
trust me), are Latino (the 
movie celebrates Hispanic 
culture, by Latinos, for La-
tinos), those who are in-
terested in animation, or 
those who need a break 
from life’s struggles. This 
is a really good movie to 
take your kids, a date, or 
even a group of friends to, 
as its better enjoyed in the 
company of others. Not to 
say you can’t go alone, but 
I think you all understand 
what I mean. 

However, if you aren’t 
fond of fast paced films 
or action movies or are a 
newcomer to animated 
movies, this probably isn’t 
for you. It can get a little 
overwhelming at times 
with what it throws at you, 
but that’s just due to how 
energetic the whole thing 
is. If you embrace the en-
ergy, however, you will be 
much richer by the time 
you leave the theater.

NOVEMBER 3, 2014

Hike of the 
Month: Rachel 

Lake
By Corinna Miller

Located off of 
exit 63, Rachel 
Lake is a beati-
ful weekend 

hike. At 9 miles and 
with a 2000 ft eleva-
tion gain, it’s a great 
weekend challenge. 
If you go be sure to 
give yourself at least 
7 hours to complete 
it and get back before 
dark. 

The first 4 miles are 
completely flat and 
take you through be-
atiful flower meadows 
and across over 20 
small streams. All the elevation is gained over 
the fifth mile. It’s a steep climb up the moun-
tain; about halfway up you cross a beautiful 
waterfall(so be sure to wear shoes you are 
willing to get wet). 

Beware that the trail is not well maintained, 
with many streams/rivers to cross and roots to 
climb up.  Once at the top, however, you can 
enjoy a dip in the icy alpine lake and take in 
the breathtaking view. If you are feeling extra 
adventurous you can hike up 1 ½ more miles 
to Rampart Ridge and camp overnight. Despite 
the ruggedness, Rachel Lake is definitely worth 

the trek, and the breath-
taking view will leave you 
in awe.

*If you try this hike be 
sure to send pictures to s-
comiller@lwsd.org to be 
shown in the next issue. 

Difficulty Level:  ****/5

Distance: 9 miles

Elevation gain: 2000ft

Maintenance Quality: 
Low

The 
Book of 
Life: A 
Review

Rating: 9/10

By Lana Wagner

First of all, I’d like to 
apologize for the 
length of this re-
view, so I’ll try to 

keep my background with 
this movie brief. I’ve had 
my eye on this movie for 
a while, like The Boxtrolls. 
But, while I was intrigued 
by what Laika had to of-
fer, I hunted for articles on 
this movie. I looked forward 
to the San Diego Comic Con 
panel leaks. I watched the 
IMDb interviews with the 
cast.  I have never gone so 
far to find out about a movie 
before it was released in 
theaters out of sheer excite-
ment, and I was not disap-
pointed in the slightest.

This movie is excellent. Its 
animation is fantastic, with 
some of the most intricate 
character design and fast-
est animation I’ve seen in a 
few years. This movie makes 
Hotel Transylvania look like a 

Don’t Take 
Criticism 

from Boys 
Who Don’t 
Dress Well

By Abby Burton

If you have a Twitter account, 
you’ve probably seen posts 
claiming that “all girls dress 
the same”. This is typically 

loudly announced and retweeted 
by guys. Sometimes the post is 
accompanied with a picture of 
some girls with straightened hair, 
dark wash jeans, boots, and a long 
sweater. The connotation that 
“all girls dress the same” is naïve.  
While it’s true that a lot of girls 
dress similar, it can’t be said that 
all females--every single one from 
age five to 18--dress the same. This 
assumption is partially due to the 
commercial retail industry. Many 
high-schoolers shop from the same 
stores: Pink, Lululemon, Forever 
21.   There is only so much variety 
within these stores, and many girls 
do end up buying the same/ simi-
lar things. Why don’t they just shop 
somewhere else, you say? Because, 

only certain stores target the teen-
age demographic. The merchan-
dise must be affordable and must 
strike an equal balance between 
not looking like one’s mother and 
one’s younger sister. The clothes 
must give off a young, carefree, and 
fun vibe. Pink accomplishes this; 
its bright colors and its athletic in-
spired clothing demonstrate youth, 
agility, and fitness. 

Girls within the same friend group 
tend to dress alike. In the high 
school world, it is imperative to be-
long. Teenagers accomplish this by 
identifying with a group and adapt-
ing the style of the group.  But in 
no way is “the same”.  If girls were 
to apply the converse, it would also 
be true. Most guys dress similarly. 
The typical male uniform, whether 
it’s at school or in public, is basket-
ball shorts, socks pulled up, Nike 
free runs or Jordans, and some va-
riety of hooded sweatshirt, acces-
sorized with a snapback and a cell 
phone. Note that the colors in this 
outfit often clash: I have seen navy 
blue basketball shorts with a bright 
green t- shirt. The one argument 
for the multitudes of girls wearing 
leggings, sweaters and boots is that 
at least they look pulled together 
and presentable. There should be 
nothing wrong with a girl dressing 
like her friends if what she is wear-
ing at least looks like it was done 
with effort, and not blindly pulling 
colors from a Crayola box. 

OPINION
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Malala’s Journey 
from Near-Death to 
Nobel Peace Prize

By Amiin Samatar

Malala Yousafzai became the youngest re-
cipient of the Nobel Peace Prize. But just 
a day earlier, she passed the two-year 
anniversary of the gruesome event that 

flung her and her cause onto the world stage -- the at-
tempt on her life. Malala was riding home from school 
on Tuesday, October 9, 2012.Gunmen halted the van 
ferrying her through her native Swat Valley, one of the 
most conservative regions in Pakistan. They demand-
ed that other girls in the vehicle identify her. Malala 
had faced frequent death threats in the past. She was 
pointed out. At least one gunman opened fire, wound-
ing three girls. Two suffered nonlethal injuries, but bul-
lets struck Malala in the head and neck. Layla Khoury, 
junior, had her opinions on Malala Yousafzai. 

“Malala has become an icon to many girls from Paki-
stan and around the world. Even though she went 
through so much pain and suffering, from having lost 
everything she knew and escaping the Taliban to be-
ing shot in the head by one.” I then asked Khoury what 
Yousafzai should do after she finishes her studies in 
England. “She should become a politician, since that 
has been her dream. Also, she should join the UN and 
become chairwoman.” 

Take it from 
the Seniors: 
High School 

Advice
By Ioana Burlacu 

To get out the message while 
the year is still young, I sur-
veyed a number of seniors, 
asking what advice they 

would give. This is intended mostly 
towards freshmen, who have just 
started their high school career, but 
could be used for everyone.  Though 
some may dismiss it as common 
sense, there are some things that 
shouldn’t be ignored because it can 
make or break your high school expe-
rience. 

The golden rule of school that every-
one has learned one way or another 
is to “always do your homework,” 
which is followed by “don’t fall be-
hind.” You may have heard this every-
where, but it is a crucial part because 
this is the easiest way to improve 
one’s grades, especially when col-
leges will be scrutinizing them. Also, 
be sure to up your attention level in 
AP classes.

The next huge piece of advice I have 
gotten from seniors is to take the SAT 
early, (junior year is best), as well as 
to start college planning early be-
cause it’s very helpful in the long run. 
Overall, remember that times flies, 
so make sure to make the best of it. 

At 17, Yousafzai is the youngest Peace Prize winner so far. Freshman 
and sophomores: there is still time!

High School 
Shooting Just 

North of Kirkland
By Amiin Samatar

The gunman who opened fire on the morning of Fri-
day, the 24th of October at Marysville-Pilchuck High 
School, just north of Kirkland, shot five people, killing 
two, before turning the gun on himself. I asked an LW 

student, Amy (who chose not to have her last name stated) 

what her reaction was. She said, “this is really scary--I have 
been to that school for [a] competition and when I was there 
it was pretty big and I saw that they had a police officer, just 
as we do. So I don’t understand how this guy who seemed 
perfectly normal, who was homecoming prince, just brought 
a gun and shot people… It’s really sad; I even heard the killer 
was trying to kill someone related to him and his friends. This 
entire story confuses me.”

Wrapping up, I asked, “do you feel safe at school?” Amy 
replied “I do feel safe, I mean there is no place you can be 
100%, but I do feel protected. In most schools in Washing-
ton it’s safe--especially LW-- since we have done things to 
prevent some crazy person from coming into the school do-
ing who knows what. But if this happened in Pilchuck High 
school this can happen anywhere.”



7NOVEMBER 3, 2014

That fact is the basis of effective 
education; students learn so that 
they are able to learn more. In col-
lege, the reason for taking classes 
is different but equally significant. 
Many college students would say 
that they are taking classes that 
concern their major so that once 
in that professional field of work 
or study they will have the educa-
tional experience to excel. In both 
of these scenarios, in fifth-grade 
and as an undergraduate, educa-
tion serves the purpose of laying 
down the intellectual framework 
for what is to come in the next 
chapter of life. 

For some reason, this all goes out 
the door in high-school AP classes. 
The AP system does the exact op-
posite of preparing students for 
the next steps in life: it compels 
students to prepare for solely 
the information that is on a test. 
When a teacher says “we’re not 
learning this because it’s not on 
the AP test”, they are essentially 
affirming this fact. In AP classes 
students aren’t learning for the 
sake of learning or doing. Prepar-
ing for a single assessment doesn’t 
lay down the intellectual frame-
work for later pursuits (besides, 

perhaps, test taking).

 Many would counter that the 
rigor of an AP class prepares stu-
dents for the difficulties of college. 
But how does preparing for a test 
relate at all to rigorous course-
work? Why not make AP classes 
work like honors classes, where 
the information taught and the 
workload is more advanced than a 
regular class but without the goal 
of simply doing well on a test. The 
system should be changed so that 
classes with AP difficulties still ex-
ist but teach the subject to the 
most exhaustive educational level 
possible, rather than solely teach 
what will be on the AP test. 

Don’t get me wrong. I believe that 
the AP test system does have its 
merits in the fact that it can of-
fer college credit for high scores. 
AP exams should still exist, even 
exist in the same form that they 
are in presently. The test, how-
ever, should be separated from 
an educational curriculum. In the 
“honors” class system that I have 
proposed, the same information 
taught in an AP class would be 
taught. However, it would include 
additional information that is es-
sential to a student’s understand-

ing of the topic and would oth-
erwise be left out in an AP class 
because it’s “not on the test.” The 
AP test could be a separate en-
tity, and any topic not covered in 
an honors class that is on the test 
would have to be studied indepen-
dently by the student. Although 
this might cause outrage among 
the student body, most students 
have to do preparation for AP 
tests outside of class anyway. And 
for college credit, potentially sav-
ing five-hundred dollars or more, 
students should be willing to put 
their own time into preparing for 
such a test. 

Of course, the College Board Cor-
poration wouldn’t endorse this 
proposal. College Board makes 
tens of millions of dollars on AP 
testing, as AP exams cost ninety-
one dollars per exam. Although 
there are ways to get a free waiv-
er, the bulk of test takers end up 
paying the full cost. Because AP 
classes are structured around pre-
paring for the test, most students 
who have struggled through the 
rigors of an AP class will be pres-
sured by teachers or peers to take 
the test and feel compelled to be-
cause they’ve spent a whole school 

year preparing for it. And because 
highly selective colleges look for a 
rigorous high-school curriculum, 
it has become almost imperative 
for students to take AP courses if 
they want to compete for enroll-
ment at elite universities. These 
last two facts have combined to 
make College board the master of 
contemporary education: to go to 
good schools, students must take 
AP classes, and when students 
take an AP class, they oftentimes 
feel like they have to take the test. 
Want to go to Harvard? Pay your 
ninety-one dollars. 

AP tests defeat the purpose of 
education, to prepare students 
for what comes next. By limiting a 
class to preparations for the con-
tent on a single exam, high school 
education has become condensed 
and short-sighted. Society needs 
individuals that have learned and 
can continue to learn, yet the AP 
system produces individuals who 
can study for a year and then take 
a test. AP doesn’t, as the College 
Board website states, “turn curios-
ity into a science.” Rather, AP turns 
curiosity into a business, one that 
has an ill effect on our education 
and our society as a whole. 

memories. Though students were a little 
tentative to dance at first, by the end of the 
night everyone in attendance was out on 
the  floor with their friends, singing along 
to the music as only teenagers can do, with 
a collective “awwww” being let out when 
the lights flickered back on and we realized 
the magic of the dance was over. (Don’t 
deny it, I was there.)

The games were hilariously cheesy, but 
they proved to be popular. By the end of 
the night, the DJ had a better groove and 
was playing music everyone could dance 
to, and just like last year, a breakdancing 
circle formed, this time featuring some new 
freshman talent.

Lastly, a HUGE thank-you goes out to this 
year’s Homecoming dance committee and 
all those who helped with the setup. And, 
of course, thank you to Sully and Ms. Al-
brecht, who were in charge of the dance 
this year and did a completely fabulous 
job, as I think most, if not all, of the student 
body will agree. Altogether, this Homecom-
ing was a definite success. 

“Homecoming” 
continued from page 1

“Curiosity” 
continued from page 1

Last year’s Homecoming King and Queen, Tre Walker and Madison Shepard (left), 
hand off the crown to Tiffany Shafapay and Axel Rivera (right).

Photo Credits
Page One
“Homecoming”--Emma Wehrman
LW logo--http://www.lwsd.org/school/lwhs/About-Us/Pages/default.aspx

Page Two
LW Logo--http://www.lwsd.org/school/lwhs/About-Us/Pages/default.aspx

Page Three
“Art Club”--Siri Hedreen

Page Four
“Courtney Johnson...”--Courtney Johnson

“Drill...”--Anne Allan

Page Five
“Book of Life”--http://remezcla.com/features/film-director-of-the-book-of-life-grew-up-thinking-skeletor-was-a-dia-de-
muertos-superhero/
“Hike...”--Corinna Miller; https://www.kinfolk.com/our-tree-the-graceful-evergreen/

Page Six
“High School...”--http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/25/us/shooting-reported-at-high-school-north-of-seattle.html?_r=0
“Malala...”--http://parade.condenast.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/malala-yousafzai-ftr.jpg

Page Seven
“Homecoming”--Emma Wehrman

Page Eight
“Urban...”--urbandictionary.com
“Bingo”--http://denverlibrary.org/content/dysfunction-palooza-2011
“November”--http://www.fromoldbooks.org/Tymms-Illuminating/pages/049-victorian-border-bw/
“Martin’s Corner”--Martin Barker



8

Marty’s Corner

Quantity 
Over Quality

Competi-
tions 
to test 
human 

strength and 
endurance 
have existed 
for centuries. 
From mara-
thons to the 
Olympics, the 
determination of a person’s mind and 
body has always been pushed. 

With such competitions existing for 
so long, a new feat of strength has 
emerged online in the last couple of 
years. It all starts when some new 
internet fad video comes along, and 
someone uploads a ten hour long ver-
sion. 

These unrealistically long videos 
were never meant to be watched in 
their entirety, or to be taken seri-
ously for that matter. But of course, 
some people have to go to ludacris 
extremes to gain attention online. 
In this case, certain determined 
individuals create “10 Hour Long 
Reaction Videos”, in which they de-
liberately subject themselves to sit-
ting through the entire thing. This 
Olympic-sized challenge of point-

less idiocy usually consists of some-
body filming themselves sitting at a 
desk, and watching an entire ten hour 
long video with the occasional snack 
or bathroom break. 

If you’ve ever watched a short video 
clip looped multiple times, or expe-
rienced repetition of a media in any 
form, you would know of the potential 
engraining effect it can have on your 
mind. Now imagine this in a ten hour 
long format. Surely the bragging rights 
gained from this can’t compensate for 
the mental and physical challenge that 
comes with subjecting yourself to one 
thing for so long. 

Even more entertaining than watching 
someone watch a video for ten hours 
would have to be watching someone 
watch someone watch a video for ten 
hours, in the form of ten hour reaction 
video reaction videos. Strangely, there 
are only a small amount of people will-
ing to set aside a whole day for some-
thing so unimportant, we’ll just have 
to see if this catches on, or becomes 
irrelevant, both outcomes equally en-
tertaining. 

NOVEMBER 3, 2014

Urban 
Dictionary Words 

of Month
Side-text
While texting a group of people you 
and one of the people in the group also 
have a private texting conversation
I side-texted Vin to give me excuse get 
out of Jay’s group message to hangout.

Texecution
Death Penalty given by the state of Tex-
as.
George Bush was Governor of Texas for 
152 Texecutions.

WINE GLASS IS 
SHATTERED

VEGETARIAN 
COUSIN CAUSES 

ANNOYANCE

MASHED PO-
TATOES HAVE 

MARSHMALLOWS

DECORATIVE 
GOURD TABLE 
CENTERPIECE

EBOLA IS DIS-
CUSSED AT DIN-

NER TABLE

AUNT CAROL GETS 
EMOTIONAL

SOMEONE WEARS 
A TURTLENECK

THANKSGIVING 
DAY PARADE PLAYS 
IN BACKGROUND

GLUTEN-FREE 
VERSION OF EACH 

DISH

DAY IS REFERRED 
TO AS “TURKEY 

DAY”

CLOTH NAPKINS 
MAKE ONCE-A-

YEAR APPEARANCE

CHRISTMAS 
WISHLISTS ARE 

DRAWN UP FREE! HUGGING
STEP-STOOL 

SERVES AS CHAIR

SOMEONE BRINGS 
UP CALORIE IN-

TAKE

TURKEY SALT AND 
PEPPER SHAKERS

KIDS ARE CON-
FINED TO THEIR 

OWN TABLE

HIPPIE COUSIN 
PREACHES COM-

MUNISM

SOMEONE RE-
SOLVES TO FAST 
THE REST OF THE 

WEEKEND

SIBLING GOES 
OVERBOARD ON 
WHIPPED CREAM

GRANDPARENT 
SAYS SOMETHING 

UN-PC
TUPPERWARE

WALMART EM-
PLOYEE GETS 

TRAMPLED AT 
MIDNIGHT

PIE IS EATEN FOR 
BREAKFAST

BINGO
Thanksgiving Dinner Edition!

November 
Playlist

By Reilly Davidson

1. Autumn Sweater—Yo La Tengo

2. Visits—Karen O

3. You Must Be Out of Your Mind—The 
Magnetic Fields

4. Put Your Number in My Phone—Ariel 
Pink

5. White Fire—Angel Olsen

6. Now That I Know—Devendra Banhart

7. Lorelei—Cocteau Twins

8. Easy Friends—TOPS

9. Some Winters—Weyes Blood

10. The Body in Rainfall—Wild Nothing

11. Pizza Monster—Cherry Glazerr

12. Sonic Death—Dirt Dress

13. When—Perfume Genius

14. A Fond Farewell—Elliot Smith

15. Holiday—Julia Byrne


