
Summer Road Trips – Things to Keep in Mind: 

1. Colleges go to great lengths to impress you and your parents (those who pay the bills). Expect 
perky, engaging tour guides to show you the very prettiest parts of the campus. If you know this 
from the beginning, you will not be (as easily) swept off your feet. 

2. One of the best ways to get a feel for any college campus is to break free of structured tours and 
hang out in the student union building or a local coffee shop near the campus. 

3. If possible, stay the night at one of the dorms, eat in the cafeteria, take a jog through the campus, 
and/or attend a sporting event. Keep in mind that it is summer and some of the buildings will be 
closed and, more importantly, the campus won't be nearly as crowded as it will be in the fall. 

4. Take an unofficial copy of your high school transcript and know your test scores. Make an 
appointment to meet with an admissions person and sit down with your list of questions. Do your 
homework; go prepared with comments and questions that reflect your interest and knowledge 
about the school. 

5. Talk. Talk to students and adults on campus. Talk to the barista at the coffee bar or the 
salesperson at the book store. Just talk. 

6. Take pictures of each college and log where the picture was taken. You will be surprised at how 
similar college dorms and buildings and rec centers start to all look alike. 

And if you're not planning a road trip? No problem. Get online and take a virtual tour of the campus. (Be 
sure to reread #1 above.) Read the campus newspaper and student-run blogs. This is a great way to 
learn about the issues the planned tours don't mention (issues with the administration and budget cuts, 
for example). Take a look at the list of clubs available; clubs grow out of student interests. 
  
Remember, it is all about fit. While one student will see the gym as paradise, another will look to the 
library. And that's what makes this search an adventure - and extremely personal. Keep in mind, though, 
that if you aren't admitted to your 'perfect fit' school, there will be your second choice, and even third. And 
if statistics are correct, you will still love the school where you end up attending. 

 

 


