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Calling all 
Freshmen, 

Sophomores, 
and Juniors:

These are just a few perks you’ll enjoy if you 
join The Pouch staff next year!

1. Put what is important to you in the 
school spotlight!

2. Threaten your friends with unflat-
tering articles about them!

3. Flaunt your talents in front of an 
audience of 1500 people!

4. Meet some chicks/dudes!
5. Eat the free food we provide!
6. Sacrifice only 15 minutes of your 

week for meetings—yes, you can 
do sports!

7. Put “staff writer” on your Harvard 
résumé! 

8. Converse with likeminded, intel-
ligent people!

9. If you stick with it, you may be pro-
moted to senior writer! (You don’t 
even have to be a senior)

10. If you stick with it even longer, we 
may appoint you as “heir to the 
throne” (i.e., the editor-in-chief 
after we graduate).

You don’t even have to be a writer to join—
we will also take photographers, illustrators, 
cartoonists, stringers, or proofreaders. Con-
tact the editors (s-shedreen@lwsd.org and 
s-ematora@lwsd.org) for more information.

Letter from 
the Editor

As we present the final issue of The 
Pouch, it is with great pleasure that we 
can say this is the “end of the beginning.” 
As editors, we look at issue one and issue 
six and we already notice the evolution. 
Our newspaper has become more col-
orful, less typo-full, and all in all a more 
well-rounded representation of LW than 
it was six months ago. With the help of 
our readers and contributors, hopefully 
we’ll see even more growth in the com-
ing years.

Although we look forward to next fall, the 
staff of The Pouch has set aside this issue 
to say goodbye to the Class of 2014. Just 
looking at the colorful array of pictures 

decorating the cover page and the senior 
survey responses in the centerspread, it 
has become clear that we will be parting 
with a very special group of ambitious 
students. We wish you good luck on all of 
your endeavors!

But enough reflection—after all, summer 
is almost here! Listen to Reilly’s sunny 
day playlist, catch up on summer fashion 
trends, be warned of the threat of skin 
cancer, and pick up a good beach read 
recommended in our book review. This 
month, we have it all!

See you in the fall,

Your Editors-in-Chief,
Siri Hedreen & Katia 

Matora 
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Dance Team 
2014-2015

By the Dance Team Booster Club

Your Dance Team is excited to announce 
the ladies of the 2014-2015 Team: Mari-
anne Albay, Maile Allan, Kayla Brodie, 
Caroline Donlon, Nicole Duenas, Venus 

Ghazimirsaeed, Kaia Grobstok, Sophia Jacques, 
Paris Johnson, Hannah Kayama, Connie Khauv, 
Kiersten Krumm, Katie Kwok, Helen Landon, Isa-
belle Lindheimer, Tiffany Nakamitsu, Jacki Na-
varre, Kimberly Nelson, Hannah Peacock, Scarleth 

Rojas, Penny Ryan, Ingrid Swanson, Kayla Torimo-
to, Madeleine Usher, and Sydney Wickman. Look 
for them in Kirkland’s 4th of July Parade!

SAVE THE DATE:  Friday, August 
22nd is the 3rd Annual Drea’s 

Dream: Friday Night Lights! The 
event will be held on the football 
field of LWHS at 7pm.  Enjoy a fun 
night where several High School 
Dance Teams will perform, along 
with a DJ, food trucks and more.  

All proceeds go to the Andrea 
Rizzo Foundation dreasdream.org.

Teacher of the 
Month: Ms. 

Schwartzberg
By Amiin Samatar

Meet Laurie Schwartzberg, known to us as Ms. 
Schwartzberg. Currently teaching Geometry 
and Math Analysis, she also has taught Alge-
bra and Algebra II prior to working here. Upon 

asking her where she is from, I ended up with a list of lo-
cations—“I lived in Boston, then Frankfurt, Germany, Bos-
ton again, London, Manhattan, Miami and now Seattle.” 
Although she has been to many places, her hobbies have 
stayed the same—she enjoys running and reading books 
(yes, with words in them). She considers herself family ori-
ented and has three children. I am sure you all know what 
her easiest subject was when she was young-- “math was 
my easiest subject so in college I focused on Philosophy, 
History and English Literature more.” Her story on how 
she became a teacher is quite unique. At first working in 
a commercial lending and corporate finance position, she 
then retired after having her children Her love for teaching 
made her become a preschool teacher, which became 7th 
and 8th grade and then high school. My last question for her 
was “who do you admire the most?” to which she replied, 
“I admire people who ask when they don’t know how to do 
something and work to understand it.”

Kangaroo Migrations

Take a look at the de-
tailed version in the 

counseling office to see 
the names of the stu-
dents and colleges!

Check out where the Class of 2014 is 
heading for college!

Spring 
Sports 

Wrap-up
By Abby Burton

Girl’s Badminton went to the 
district tournament. Three of the 
top singles (Regan Colburn, Angelica 
Runstalder, Elisa Truong) and two of 
the top doubles (Tracy Huynh and 
Mackenna Thompson, Nadia Popo-
vici and Julia Toth) went to the district 
tournament at Eastlake High School. 
LW doubles team Nadia Popovici and 
Julia Toth won third in the whole dis-
trict, with Interlake doubles taking both 
first and second place.  

Baseball finished the regular season 
with a 9-6 record. The overall season 
record is 14-9. The Kangs won against 
the Anacortes Seahawks 5-1, on Satur-

day, May 17th. With this win, the Kangs 
won the district title and also were 
propelled into the state tournament. 
This is the first time since 2011 that the 
Kangs will be vying for the state title. 

Fastpitch traveled to Sedro Wool-
ley on May 21st for a 2A tournament, 
where the Kangs won both games. This 
win moves the Kangs into the state 
tournament, and, with an overall sea-

son record of 15-2, the odds seem to 
be in their favor. 

Girl’s Golf made it to districts, 
where Sydney Majors placed 9th and 
Emily Bunnell placed 7th. 

Boy’s Soccer resulted in several 
members earning all-league honors 
this season. Senior midfielder Zan-
der Knox represented LW on the first 
team. On the second team, the Kangs 
had senior midfielder Andrea Loi, ju-
nior midfielder Liam Knox, sophomore 
defender Justin Soto, and junior goalie 
Lars Henrikson. Bradley Kenops, Hugh 
McGlynn, Pepé Campuzano, and James 
Corbett earned honorable mentions. 
Great Job, Kangs!

Girls’ Tennis had a number of 
players advance to districts. In the 
singles were Marissa Kirk, Sara Tamai, 
Sharada Tangirila. Meanwhile, the 
doubles teams flooded the roster with 
Kelly Barnes and Amanda Levine, Grace 
Munez and Kristi Lynch, and Maia An-
derson and Olivia Nguyen.

Track and Field had a number of 
state-level athletes, including Katia Ma-
tora, Megan LaGresley, Devon Grove, 
Dillon Maggard, Drew Heimdahl, Mi-
chelle May, Megan McLaughlin, Jillian 
Nordness, Allie Wells, Caroline Ross, 
and Lauren Curlanis. 
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Senior

“Being a part of the most awk-
ward homecoming asking I’ve 

ever witnessed…”
 “Eating breakfast in AP Physics every day last year.”—

Taylor Andreozzi

“Playing hackey sack in the halls!”—Kaitlin

“When Tre was elected homecoming king 
and everyone cheered.”

 “Falling down the stairs HAHA.”
“When Tommy Tommi asked Maddy  Maddi to 

Prom.”—Mark Hedreen

“The future memory of leav-
ing.”

“The staff members I will miss the most are Mr. Pe-
terson, Mr. Supple, Mrs. Iufer, Mrs. Luckey, Mr. Cum-
mings (simply will miss all of them).”—Victoria Bryla

 “Last year at the Vancouver trip for the Music 
Department we were singing ‘Crossing the Bar.’ 

The whole choir started crying and I felt so close to 
everyone that day!” –Ashley Clark

“Watching movies in class.”

 “Sophomore year Earth House! We be-
came a tightknit group and it was a fan-
tastic feeling knowing that there were 
people going through exactly the same 

things.”—Robin Cosbey

“Making it to State as a gymnastics team for the first 
time ever.”—Maya Kaspi

“First day! Slipped on stairs.”—Chloe Burns

“Just meeting all my friends and the people that I’ve 

connected with. One entertaining memory was when 
Oscar fell out of his chair multiple times.”—Nigel 

Anders

“Meeting Mike Smith.”
 “Laura Willits and I got some looks for inventing new 
hallway transportation of dragging/sliding down the 

halls.”

“When I tripped over the rocks in front of the 
school.”—Emily Wilson

“Going H.A.M.”—Austin 

“Going on choir field trips.”—Maddie Malcolm

“Favorite! Being tennis captains with 
Weston Elison and being on swim 

team!”—Anders Jorstad

“The day I met my high school 
sweetheart.”—Lara Torres

“When everyone thought I was a junior.”

“Going to LW football game.”—Armando Olivares

“My favorite bittersweet memory was when I went to 
IHOP and had crepes with strawberries.”

“Being the football 
manager.”—Tre Walker

“Becoming a senior.”—Quinn Rudolph

“My most memorable memory from high 
school was when I left my phone number 

on a desk and a girl texted it—she be-
came my girlfriend.”

What is your favorite (or 
most embarrassing, or 

most bittersweet, or enter-
taining) memory of high 

school?

We got in a few last questions with our Senior 
Class of 2014 before they take off! See what our 

diverse group has to say:

Lasting 
Memories: 

Hear it From 
a Staff Writer

Disney Champs!
By Ashley Clark

On May 22nd, the entire music depart-
ment from el dub took an hour and a 
half plane ride to the LAX Airport to 
represent LW in a heritage competi-
tion. Upon arriving in LA, it was cloudy 
and warm and I personally was super 
excited to get down to Anaheim.

 First we made a side trip to UCLA 
where we took a tour around the 
campus. We ended the tour with an 
information session about the kinds of 
classes that we could take and the dif-
ferent fine arts programs that we could 
enter. Once we left UCLA we headed 
to the pier of Santa Monica where 
we had lots of fun. I being the smarty 
that I was headed down to the beach 
and ended up losing my balance and 
falling backwards, getting completely 
drenched. I ended up buying myself a 
new outfit and changed into it before 
I got on the bus to head to the hotel. 

The next morning was competition 
day: we woke up early and had to wear 
our concert clothes as we made our 
way to some crappy rundown commu-
nity college to perform and represent 
our school. Lyrica was up first: we sang 
a French song about a woman bragging 
about how great her man is, a philo-
sophical tune about the cycle of life 
and death, a sad song that Mark Twain 
wrote in tribute to his daughter who 
didn’t get to live her full life, and last 
but not least a song about brooms—
yeah, you heard me, brooms. Women 
of Lyrica sang next—a foreign song 
with shouting and whooping, and 
might I add we got 1st alternate at solo 
ensemble with that song. The next two 
songs I didn’t like at all because they 
were about a weak woman who is very 
dependent on her man. 

The Women of Lyrica were followed by 
the men, who sang three very beauti-
ful songs—a flirty song towards the 
ladies, a celebratory tune, and lastly, 
my favorite, which they polished and 
perfected for this performance specifi-
cally.

After some commemorative pizza, 
we went to support our Band and 
Orchestra. This year’s Concert Band 
is spectacular and I enjoyed all their 
performances thoroughly. The two 
orchestras, meanwhile, performed 
like pros. In my honest opinion, if the 
judge was watching the same perfor-
mance I did, they would have gotten 
gold! Bringing up the rear was our 
award-winning Jazz Band.  I was shell 
shocked at how amazing they were—
congratulations Logan, Amara, Tanner, 
and Buddy on your wonderful solos! 

The trip ended with Disneyland—
which never disappoints. During the 
award ceremony, the closeness of our 
group became clear as we watched 
performances from the Disney Crew 
and Merlin the Magician. I felt like I 
was a part of something bigger than 
myself. This feeling of camaraderie 
was quickly replaced with pride when, 
as usual, we swept the competition, 
getting first place in Band, Choir, and 
Orchestra. Naturally, this added up to 
the most points out of all the other 
competitors, earning the trophy that 
you will see in the hall soon! Overall, 
it was an amazing experience that con-
cluded my senior year.
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Issue
What are your 

post-high school 
plans?

What legacy 
do you hope to 
leave behind?

“I hope people re-
member me as a 
nice person. And 

that I am the bomb 
at Ping Pong.”

“Having a seizure at the 
AP Lang exam.” –Taylor 

Andreozzi

“I hope everyone stays spir-
ited!”—Kaitlin

“A super fun 
senior class.”

“The way.”

“Being kind is worth 
your time.” –Malika

“A love for music and show-
ing the importance of friend-

ships.”—Ashley Clark

“A lovely year-
book.”—Robin Cos-

bey
“That it is totally okay to be 

yourself—like for example only 
wearing the color blue.”—Maya 

Kaspi

“Of course home-
coming king.”—Tre 

Walker
 “XC and track.”—Chloe Burns

“Greatest rapper of 
LW.”—Nigel Anders

“Theater.”

“I’m a nice and caring 
person with an outgoing 
personality.”—Emily Wil-

son

“To be well-known around this 
school.”—Quinn Rudolph

 “I’m the best there ever 
was.”—Austin

 “I want people to remember 
how funny I was.”

“My contribution to the 
drama department.”—

Maddie Malcolm

“Your Adam’s apple.”—Maddie 
Malcolm to Anders Jorstad

“I’m singing my legacy.”—Lara 
Torres

“My legacy as 
a runner.”

“My ex-boyfriend.” 
“I want future Kangs to remem-
ber my name and remember me 

as a nice guy.”

“Nursing at the University of Utah!”—Malika 

 “College at UWB/workin’ hard.”

“I’m going to college in California! I will 
be attending Cal-Poly and majoring in 

kinesiology.”—Kaitlin 

“Touring Kansas on my motor-
cycle.”

 “I plan on going to Pensacola Christian College majoring in medical 
office administration and minoring in missions.” –Victoria Bryla

 “I’m going to Santa Clara University for engineering.”

“UW.”
“I am going to WSU and I’m going to continue to coach gymnastics, 

become a social worker, and start my own dog shelter.”—Maya 
Kaspi

 “Going to UW Bothell to major in Society, Ethics, and Human 
Behaviors.”—McKenzie Thomas

 “Going to Western.”
“Homelessness.”

“I plan to finish all my prerequisites at Cascadia, then to transfer to 
UW to get my major in marketing.”—Ashley Clark

“Western Washington University to study computer 
science in the honors program!”—Robin Cosbey

“Western Washington University.”—Nigel Anders

“Central Washington University.”

“I’m going to college for theater arts.”
“BYU, major in education (special/elementary).”

“Being a firefighter for the city 
of California.”—Tre Walker

“Getting all good grades.”

 “I will be attending Boise State University, double majoring in crimi-
nal justice and political science with a minor in psychology.”—Emily 

Wilson 

“Meeting Beyonce.”
“I will be attending Yale University majoring in Biochemistry and 

minoring in Psychology.”

“College.”
“BC, then UTSA for criminal justice.”

“Attending Hofstra University for broad-
cast journalism and planning to become a 

sports broadcaster.”—Anders Jorstad
“College and then I’m gonna be a Disney Princess.”—Maddie Malcolm

“Another program to work on job skills.”—Armando 
Olivares

“Going to Bellevue College.”—Quinn Rudolph

“To go to Central Washington to play college football.”—Josh W.

“Go to college, live with my parents, meet 
a girl and move to California to start a 

family.”
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Review of 
Signing in the 

Rain
By Emma Wehrman

From RENT to Disney to Beyoncé, this show had 
something everyone would enjoy. Looking around 
at the actors and the audience, with every song you 
could see people singing and dancing along, myself 

included. 

Signing in the Rain was a vibrant show full of infectious en-
ergy that showed on the faces of all those involved. There 
were narrators to supply the speaking lines of the show, 
and the tracks of songs had words so that those not fluent 
in ASL could follow the plotline, but the actors themselves 
with their facial expressions and excitement were able 
to communicate the meaning of their words. The show’s 
great props and great effects only added to the joy of the 
audience. One specially memorable moment was when the 
Fireflies, the group that was to sign the song, came onstage 
appearing totally normal, but as the first notes of the song 
began to play, the stage lights blacked out. The audience 
was shocked and awed as the stage went completely dark 
except for the glow-in-the-dark hands of the actors, who 
then signed the song as fireflies.

There were, like in any show, a few bumps in the road, 
though these were minor and did not detract from the per-
formance itself. There was rarely a moment with a blank 
face onstage—some faces were exceptionally bright. Clara 
Andrews, Olivia Heindel, Melissa Arnold, Jonas Rutledge, 
Kylisa Hull, James Rowan, Jack La Voice, Jessica Heitlauf, 
and especially Abby Stapleton all had wonderful energy 
that led the rest of the actors. And the song “Happy” had a 
fantastic drum solo performed by Tori Bivens. 

Altogether, Signing in the Rain not only taught us how to 
sign while holding an umbrella (spoiler: you can sign by us-
ing an umbrella hat ), it reminded us to “Always Look on 
the Bright Side of Life.” Therefore, I give this show nine out 
of ten stars and a very well deserved standing ovation.
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Burger 
Records

By Reilly Davidson

In honor of the final newspaper of the 2013-2014 school 
year, I decided to feature my favorite independent record 
label, Burger Records. With a unique array of acts signed 
to the label, Burger houses a can’t-miss subcultural experi-

ence. Founded in 2007 by Sean Bohrman and Lee Rickard, Burger 
Records is well known for releasing an array of DIY musicians’ 
works most prominently via cassettes. The LA Times dubbed the 
label’s focus to be on “trashy punk with a bubble gum streak”, 
and after taking a listen to the artists signed to Burger I couldn’t 
agree more. The central nervous system of the eccentric label 
can be found in the back of the Burger record store (established 
in 2009). Complete with green walls, a well-loved couch, and a 
token store cat, the shop offers an atmospheric escape complete 
with the best collection of fourth-wave garage rock you can find 
nowadays.

Burger Records has been gaining momentum rapidly among the 

SUMMER 
PLAYLIST 2014

A collection of songs 
that get me in the sum-

mer mood

1. “Let Her Go” - Mac 

Demarco

2. “Bridge to Hawaii” - 

Tacocat

3. “Heat” - Enjoy

4. “Teenage Girl” - Cherry 
Glazerr

5. “Beach Rats” - The

 Growlers

6. “Lover of Mine” - Beach 
House

7. “Sweetest Talk” - Habibi

8. “King of the Beach” - 
Wavves

9. “If Looks Could Kill” - 
Camera Obscura

10. “Summer Mood” - Best 
Coast

11. “The Sea” - Swim Deep

12. “Lysandre” - Christopher 
Owens

13. “Jessica” - Major Lazer 
(ft. Ezra Koenig)

14. “Sure As Spring” - La Luz

15. “Amsterdam” - Peter 
Bjorn And John

Book Review: A 
Thousand Splendid 

Suns
By Phoebe Borthwick

Certainly many of you have at least heard of the immensely 
popular novel Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini. If you have read 
it, make sure to add A Thousand Splendid Suns, an equally ex-
traordinary novel by the same author, to your list of books to 

read. Being Middle Eastern himself, Hosseini typically writes books that 
are set in Afghanistan or other nearby countries. In fact, he even has 
a charity organization, “The Khaled Hosseini Foundation,” which pro-
vides humanitarian assistance to the people of Afghanistan. His books 
are meant to raise awareness of the upheaval in the region through the 
power of words, which he executes well in this heart-wrenching novel.  

The story centers around two characters: Mariam and Laila. Mariam’s 
mother, Nana, worked as the housekeeper of a billionaire named Jalil, 
with whom she had an affair. She was kicked out of the household 
when she was discovered to be pregnant to quickly erase what is con-
sidered taboo. She and her daughter are forced to live in the slums on 

Continued on page 8
Continued on page 8
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Nintendo 
and LGBT 

Relationships
Once Again, the Gaming 
Industry Chooses Profit 

over Political-Correctness
By Corwin Hoerler

You know Nintendo, I really do love you. I say this 
in honesty as my past two articles have been 
largely critical of Nintendo for some rather large 
failures on their part. Namely the WiiU and con-

soles based solely on innovation for innovation’s sake. 
Then about hiring Team Ninja, whose previous games 
had given birth to the term jiggle physics, to make a 
game about one of the most respected female figures 
n gaming. To say that Nintendo has recently made some 
terrible decisions is an understatement.

However, I should reiterate that I love Nintendo. I know 
I’m not alone in saying this but Nintendo practically 
raised me video game-wise. Having parents who were 
insistent on kid-friendly games, Nintendo was a compa-
ny that I played almost exclusively.  I would literally wake 
up, play Zelda, and then go to bed on some days. I feel 
it important to say this because for a third month now 
my article will be telling you what they’re doing wrong. 

Recently, perhaps unsurprisingly, Nintendo released a 
game. A game called “Tomodachi Life” another life sim 
game along the lines of “The Sims,” “Harvest Moon” or 
“Animal Crossing.” What would have been an average 
and perhaps soon-forgotten release was marred with 
controversy when Nintendo announced that the game 
would not allow same-sex relationships between ava-
tars. 

Now, I’m going to point something out that I shouldn’t 
be required to explain but feel I must. Games, at their 
core, are made of programming and coding. Program-
ming and coding do not and cannot feel or express love. 
It can be made to look like a character loves another but 
there is no actual love there. Simultaneously, program-
ming and coding cannot identify as a gender. It can be 
made to look and talk like a male, female, both or nei-
ther but it’s a series of 1s and 0s.

I make this point because, in a neutral game environ-
ment, two males and two females have the same likeli-
hood of a relationship as one male and one female. To 
remove same-sex relationships from a game is some-
thing you specifically do. You have to add code to your 
pre-existing program to have one happen but not the 
other. While you can argue about human sexuality, I’m 
here to talk about video games. If a game has relation-
ship mechanics, same-sex relationships happen natu-
rally unless the developer puts programming in place to 
stop it.

Nintendo of American, after their controversial an-
nouncement, stated “Nintendo never intended to make 
any form of social commentary with the launch of ‘To-

modachi Life.” 

Shockingly to some, I actually understand where Nin-
tendo is coming from with this decision. Nintendo, as 
many of you know, is based out of Japan. Japan as a 
country is a fairly religious and moral region. It’s kind 
of hard to describe precisely but gender and sexuality 
have always been more of a background thing. While 
certainly open to new kinds of expression in some areas, 
it is very traditional in others. Nintendo has a history of 
dancing around sexuality and gender issues but not for 
the reasons most companies do. While other companies 
may misrepresent or stereotype, Nintendo will usually 
censor or remove content in the interest of not sparking 
controversy. This is a both a good and a bad thing.

Why is this choice a bad thing? Well, Nintendo has al-
ways been a risk-taker. Sometimes it pays off (i.e. The 
Wii) and sometimes it doesn’t (i.e. The WiiU.) However, 
human sexuality and gender roles are beginning to be-

come truly public matters for the Nintendo. By censor-
ing these things, they not only remove content from 
their games (Some of which was important), but come 
across as turning a blind eye or saying “We don’t want 
this in our games.” 

However, there is a good side to this choice for Ninten-
do. Let’s look at the recently released game that roughly 
95% of the Earth bought, GTAV. Grand Theft Auto 5 had 
three protagonists (kind of) that you switched back and 
forth between throughout. One of them, Trevor, is im-
plied to be bisexual. That’s great right? Here is a video 
game showing different characters other than “Hetero-

sexual Brunette Male” and “Other Heterosexual Bru-
nette Male”

Throughout the entirety of the game, Trevor is amoral, 
bipolar, psychotic, violent, rude and physically repulsive. 
Okay, not so positive now.

Okay, let’s look at Vicente de Santa from Red Dead Re-
demption. Vicente is implied to be either homosexual 
or bisexual. Rockstar had another chance to portray the 
LGBT community in a positive light. Vicente de Santa is a 
villain, murderer and is implied to be a pedophile. 

Let’s go to gaming’s first non-heterosexual protagonist; 
Curtis from Phantasmagoria 2, A puzzle of flesh. Curtis 
is shown to be bisexual or at least bi-curious. However, 
not only is Curtis shown to be into S&M, he’s also prov-
ably insane, as is the plot of the game. Curtis’ coworker, 
Jamie, is bisexual and shown to be attracted to Curtis. 
Jamie, as is the plot of the game, just so happens to be a 
demon bent on pulling Curtis in and killing him.

How about the first game ever to feature a homosexual 
character? Moonmist for the InfoCom released in 1986. 
The game has a female artist with a girlfriend. Unfortu-
nately, she’s the game’s villain who’s jealous because 
her girlfriend left her for a man.

In the recent game Dead Rising 2, twin sisters Crystal 
and Amber Bailey are in lesbian relationships with each 
other, and they’re also villains. Lesbian, incestuous vil-
lains.

Now, I don’t want you to think that there’s nothing but 
bad. In fact, the Persona series has been giving fair de-
pictions of mentally healthy LGBT persons since the se-
ries began, as well as Mass effect and Dragon Age from 
BioWare having options for non-hetero relationships.  
There is this good in gaming. Why is it so rare?

Simple: it doesn’t sell. The Persona series has been low-
profiting or losing money throughout. Mass Effect and 
Dragon Age sold well but not as well as GTA5, Red Dead 
Redemption, or Dead Rising 2.

There’s a lot of talk in the industry today about COD-
ification—how, due to the enormous financial success 
of Call of Duty, all games are being turned into Call 
of Duty. We’ve seen series like Medal of Honor, Dead 
Space, Resident Evil, Dead Rising, Battlefield, Syndicate, 
and XCOM fall victim to this COD-ification—with com-
plex characters, survival horror, tactical management, 
and historical accuracy sacrificed in the name of an-
other grey-brown shooter. If it’s not Call of Duty, it’s not 
Call of Duty enough.

There’s an old adage, you can either sell 1000 copies at 
$20 or 20 copies at $1000. These niche genres with ex-
pansion packs and accuracy are on the decline as mass 
appeal games are on the rise. These are the Fast and 
Furious, the Avatar, the Titanic—something made as 

bland as possible to appeal to as much of the population 
as possible. Games that take risks with LGBT characters, 
unconventional storylines and actual emotional connec-
tion fall beneath the big-budget.

So is Nintendo’s choice to not allow same-sex relation-
ships a ploy simply for mass appeal? Is it truly in the in-
terest of being inoffensive? Nintendo has received pub-
lic ire for their choices with Tomodachi Life, as did they 
with censoring other games. This “non-involvement” 
policy they seem to be taking is an unpopular one. But is 
it necessarily the wrong one?
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The Student 
Perspective

By Amiin Samatar

Summer is here! But beware 
of the lurking killer.

Unless you are living under a rock you probably 
know that applying sunscreen will protect you 
from the dangerous risks caused by UV rays.  
A person living in the Northwest or anywhere 

that does not have much exposure to sun rays has a greater 
risk of skin cancer. A study has shown that approximately 
3.5 million people will get skin cancer this year. Will you be 
one of them? I spoke to an LW student, Kate, and she spoke 
about how she feels about this issue. “don’t tan often since 
there is no sun but if I ever decide to do it, I know I would 
take precautions. I would wear sunscreen and then use a 

Lavera; it’s a natural self-tanning lotion that both protects 
my skin form the UV rays while keeping my skin smooth.” I 
reminded her that a little sunscreen is no bulletproof vest 
against skin cancer, to which she replied “yes, I know, that’s 
why I wear sunglasses and protective swimwear that does 
not let the sun burn me under my bathing suit. I also wear a 
large sun hat to protect my hair and neck; this protects me 
from getting marks on my body.” Surprised with all her pro-
tection I then asked her  if the sunlight even goes through 
your bathing suit, leaving marks. “Yes, most girls don’t 
know but make sure to put sunscreen on your entire body 
in case—this is just me saying— but I bet this another rea-
son girls get breast cancer.” The conversation ended there 
with the lunch bell. 

Girls kidnapped and sold 
into slavery for attending 

school
Until the abduction of more than 200 girls at the Govern-
ment Girls Secondary School in rural Chibok, Nigeria’s Boko 
Haram insurgency received scant attention in the global 
media, which gave it brief airtime when the insurgents set 

off bombs and torched a school. I spoke to an LW student 
Rachel and she had her opinions on this horrific tragedy. “I 
have been following this and in the end I doubt we will help 
Nigeria bring those girls back. If they were boys I would bet 
that they would have been rescued by now. The Nigerian 
government had time to protect the girls but instead fo-
cused on their own concerns and let 200-plus girls get kid-
napped [who] are being sold into slavery at this moment. 
Then Boko Haram says they are an Islamic Terrorist group 
but the religion has denounced them as even being Muslim, 
or practicing the religion, that’s what I heard at least.” I then 
asked, why would being male have helped them? “Well, the 
Government has been acting slow and only when this story 
was released [did] they become urged to help find the girls. 
I’m sorry to say but most places in the world still have the 
stupid ideal that this is a patriarchal society and that men 
and boys are more important. I just hope that those girls 
get back safe which seems unlikely to happen.” I asked her 
what she felt about the kidnapping personally. “Well we 
take things for granted, like education—most girls don’t 
have the opportunity to get education. But I am so happy I 
do not live in Nigeria because not many people would care 
if I get kidnapped but in American it would be in the head 
news worldwide and be like that until they found us.” Un-
derstanding where she is coming from I end the interview.  



8

Martin’s Corner 

The Smashing 
Subculture

The internet has always seemed to have a 
bewildered fascination with the destruction 
of brand 
new expen-

sive items. In this 
past decade, the 
creation of media-
sharing sites such 
as YouTube has al-
lowed people to in-
dulge in the strang-
est activities to a 
wider audience. 
Whenever a new–
fangled expensive 
electronic device 
is released to the 
public, the count-
down begins to see 
who can upload a 
video of them smashing it first. In all the overnight 
lines in which dedicated fans line up to receive a 
new video-game console for example, countless 
videos can be found of some person buying the 
multi-hundred dollar device for the sole purpose 
of breaking it in front of everyone else.  However 
sometimes these destruction videos can go wrong, 
in one case, a consumer has acquired the new Nex-
us 5 smart-phone, and he intends to smash it to 
death with a hammer. However, he ends up acci-
dentally smashing the phone’s battery, which then 
proceeds to bloat up in a terrifying manner before 
exploding thick black battery acid everywhere. The 
parting words we are left with before this video 
cuts sharply are: “AAAAHHHH! Dave get the Fe-
breeze!” As the public sale of the next expensive 
toy Google Glass continues, I firmly believe that it 
is only a matter of time before some young chap 
films himself smashing the $1500 wearable com-
puter and uploads it to YouTube. The vicious, nev-
er-ending cycle of unnecessary consumer destruc-
tion will continue once more. 

Search and 
Find:

LW mini-celebrity 
Tre Walker will be 
hidden in every is-
sue. The first per-
son to email his 
location to s-shed-
reen@lwsd.org will 
receive a prize.

“Review” Continued from page 6

By Abby Burton

“Records” 
Continued from 
page 6

Congratulations to last 
month’s winner, Ashley But-

ler!

Special Thanks 
to Our Donors!

The Cavallaro Family
Jim & Shirley Guard

LWHS PTSA
The Matora Family
The Roberds Family
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*New and existing clients. Only valid with student ID. Cannot be combined with any other offers.

Urban 
Dictionary 

Word of 
Month

wikipedant
wik-ee-ped-nt (n.)
1. a person who is excessively 
concerned with looking up minor 
details and rules on wikis (nota-
bly Wikipedia) or with display-
ing their internet-learning, esp. 
when it has just been learned. 

2. a person who adheres rig-
idly to the content of wiki pages 
without regard to common 
sense. 

3. a person who is v. ostentatious 
or condescending when engaged 
in the above behavior.

Other forms: wikipedantic (adj.), 
wikipedantry (n., an example of 
wikipedantic behavior)

The wikipedant was constantly 
on her phone, checking and cor-
recting our ENTIRE conversation.

Tumblr-infatuated youth as 
not only a brand, but a way 
of life. The humility of the 
acts signed to the label pro-
vide teenagers with a relat-
able platform in the (under-
ground) media, which adds 
to the intrigue of Burger Re-
cords. I, myself, have been to 
a handful of Burger-backed 
shows here in Seattle and 
have run into many of the 
publishing company’s finest 
musicians, all of whom have 
greeted me humbly and 
are enthusiastic about pos-
ing for pictures and signing 
things for fans.

The men behind the Burger 
brand (Bohrman and Rick-
ard) hope to develop the 
label into a “dream factory”, 
citing “The Monkees” and 
bubblegum music as their 
models for the future of the 
company.

If you want to listen to some 
of my personal favorite acts 
that have released their 
tunes on this label check 
out The Garden. Hunx and 
His Punx, Together Pangea, 
The Growlers, The Memo-
ries, King Tuff, Cherry Glaz-
err, Thee Oh Sees and La Luz 
(There are a bunch of others 
that I’d love to mention, but 
for brevity’s sake I’ll leave 
you with this list).

the outskirts of Kabul, their home city, fending for 
themselves, save for the occasional visits from Jalil. 
Mariam’s mother, feeling neglected as a result of 
her daughter’s constant desire to spend time with 
her father, commits suicide, and leaves Mariam in 
the dust. Jalil takes her in, but quickly puts her into 
an arranged marriage so that she does not become 
a burden to his legitimate family members. 

Laila, a well off, educated girl with hopes of attend-
ing Kabul University, lives in almost a completely 
different world from Mariam. Her brothers went 
off to war to fight for a rebel group known as the 
Mujahideen, and have not returned, leaving Laila’s 
mother in a state of constant anxiety. As Laila devel-
ops feelings for her childhood best friend, Tariq, she 
is forced to choose between their relationship and 
her reputation in this strict society. 

In a series of dramatic turns of events, the charac-
ters unite, and find that sometimes, all you need is 
a friend to get you through life’s struggles and op-
pressions. Written in a simplistic-yet-eloquent writ-
ing style, A Thousand Splendid Suns tells the story 
of two individuals’ struggle to find love, friendship, 
and belonging. Filled with twists and turns along 
the way, this narrative has a perfect balance of ac-
tion and drama, therefore appealing to a large audi-
ence. I would recommend it to everyone.

Bumble and 
Bumble Surf 

Spray

A spray of this 
gives you perfect 
beach-hair.  Made 
with seaweed and 
kelp extracts, this 

spray adds vol-
ume and texture. 

Wave T-Shirt from 
Urban Outfitters

Wave Stripe Button 
Down from Vans

Making Waves
Check out these 

beachy items to get 
you ready for sum-

mer!

Wave Tote from 
Madewell Vineyard 

Vines 
Seagulls 

Tie

A Lakeshore Bet 
Dress from Modcloth

This Henri Bendel 
candle smells like a 
day at the beach.

Slim Havaianas Flip 
Flops in Pool Green

Essie Nail Polish in 
Go Overboard


