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LAKE WASHINGTON HIGH SCHOOL 

Chamber Orches-
tra May or May Not 

Take Flight to San 
Francisco This Spring
By Phoebe Borthwick

DISCLAIMER: NONE OF THE FOLLOWING HAS BEEN 
CONFIRMED BY THE ADMINISTRATION OR THE LWHS 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT

Claims are being made that the 
Lake Washington High School 
Chamber Orchestra may not 
be travelling with the rest of 

the music department to San Francis-
co come May. The city is the chosen 

destination for the 2015 Heritage Festival, 
which was held in Anaheim, California last 

term. Students question whether such ru-
mors are legitimate, despite teachers’ indignant 

claims otherwise. 

Last May during the Anaheim trip, competing against 
schools from all across the country, each group man-
aged to distinguish itself from the rest of the crowd. 
The Jazz Band, Men of Lyrica, and Chamber Orchestra 
all earned first place rankings and gold awards in each 
of their constituent categories. It seems only natural 
for Chamber Orchestra to continue to contribute to 

Out With the 
Old and in 

With the New 
All about Our New 
Associate Principal 

Mr. Mezich 
By Corinna Miller 

As you may or may not have no-
ticed we have a new associate 
principal this year. Whether 
or not you’ll mourn the loss of 

Ms. Kilga, once you know more about Mr. 
Mezich you will all be excited about our 
new addition.

Mr. Mezich (pronounced “message”) grad-
uated from Seattle University where he 
majored in education and went on to get 
his masters in school administration. He 
also played baseball in college; this led to 
him being drafted by and signing with the 
New York Yankees. He played five years in 
the minor leagues and even a short time 
in the major leagues. Playing professional 
baseball was extremely challenging, very 
competitive, and intense in every way but 
it was a terrific life experience.

Mezich has worked at many different schools 
over the years, in and out of our district. 
He is very dedicated to supporting teach-
ers, students, and parents/guardians to-

wards 
achiev-
ing their 
goals. This year, he re-
ally wants to get involved with the stu-
dents and the school in spite of all that is 
expected of school administrators and the 
teaching/support staff. He hopes to  be  in-
volved in classrooms as well as with sports 
and clubs. His mantra is that high school is 
a transition in terms of a person’s educa-
tion and what they come to value in life. 
It’s a time when a person can learn a great 
deal about what it means and takes to be 
truly  “independent.”      

Mezich’s advice to us as students is to take 
our education seriously. Society, in a pro-
fessional sense, is very competitive, but 
there is a place for everyone who is will-
ing to work. Now is an important time to 
begin the search for one’s place in society 
and opportunities are endless.

Besides being very dedicated to our 
school, Mr. Mezich also does a lot out-
side of school. He owns a small ranch in 
Ellensburg and team ropes as a hobby 
with other principals in our district. Team 
roping is the sport of roping cattle while 
riding a horse. He is also a big part of the 
Sparrow Club--dedicated to helping fami-
lies with children in medical need. Overall, 
Mr. Mezich has so much more to him than 
disciplining students.
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How to 
Contribute:

Write a Letter to the 
Editor

Email it to s-shedreen@lwsd.org or 

s-ematora@lwsd.org

Get an Editorial 
Published in Next 

Month’s Issue
Email a copy to the editors or run 
it by the library on a Monday after 
school for it to be reviewed by our 

team.

Include an Event on 
Our Calendar

Email the event to
 s-ematora@lwsd.org

Share an Art Piece
Scan the artwork and email it to

 s-shedreen@lwsd.org. We also ac-
cept writing pieces!

Calendar

Disclaimer
The content of the Pouch 
does not reflect the views 
of Lake Washington High 
School or Lake Washing-
ton School District. 

Please report any factual 
error to the editors for 
a correction to be pub-
lished in the folowing is-
sue.
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Letter from 
the Editors

Dear Kangs,
We now invite you to partake in 
an LW tradition that has been 
celebrated in these very halls 
since 10 months ago. Since The 
Pouch’s humble 
beginnings, we 
have grown ex-
tensively from 
a newspaper 
with eight pag-
es and a staff 
of around 10 
to a newspaper 
that sometimes 
prints 12 pages 
when finan-
cially stable and 
has a staff of 15. 

That being said, 
we thoroughly think you will en-
joy all that we have to offer. We 
are the first to tell you what’s 
up at LW, including this month’s 
homecoming theme, the fact 
that an ex-Yankee now works in 
administration, or that rumor 
has it Chamber Orchestra is get-
ting the short end of the stick in 
this spring’s trip to San Francis-
co.  We also provide news from 

the outside world, but through 
the eyes of our insightful student 
writers. 

Of course, being a high school 
newspaper, we cannot deprive 
our readers of entertaining fluff. 
For such features, flip to the back 
page, where you can catch up 
on the latest Urban Dictionary 
terms or challenge your friends 
to “High School Cliché Bingo.”

To get the full Pouch experience, 
be sure to 
participate in 
what we have 
to offer! That 
includes nomi-
nating a “New 
Tre” to be 
hidden in ev-
ery issue, a lá 
“Where’s Wal-
do.” For more 
informat ion, 
flip to page 11. 
Don’t forget to 
drop off a bal-

lot in the front office!

Let this year be one of your 
salad years,

Your Editors-in-Chief,

Siri Hedreen and 
Katia Matora

Homecoming
Dance

Homecoming
Game

PSAT Registra-
tion Deadline

“Coffee with 
Christina”

PSAT Testing NO SCHOOL
LEAP Day

Band Concert Halloween

DECA Ice 
Cream Social

SAT

LW Beautifica-
tion Day

Practice 
ACT
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The One Acts

By Emma Wehrman

As many of our LW performers and artistes 
are aware, the Lake Washington High School 
Drama Department is starting off the year 
sprinting, as they have already held the au-

ditions for this year’s One Act short plays on Septem-
ber 18th and 19th, which were a huge success with an 
abundance of clever, artistic people auditioning. To 
quote last year’s graduated senior Maddie Malcolm, 
the department was “so ripe with talent it just might 
explode.” 

This year our three One Acts include The Lottery, 
based on Shirley Jackson’s famous short story, which 
is a powerful tale detailing the events of an annual lot-
tery in small town Montana.  Only this lottery is not 
what you believe it to be, and this play will show you 
just how deep traditions run. Next up is M*A*S*H*, an 
adaptation of the popular dramatic-comedy TV show 
that gives one a little insight into the comradeship 
of the enlisted, and a little tidbit of life at the Mobile 
Army Surgical Hospital. Lastly is The Black Sheep, writ-
ten and directed by the brilliant LW senior and newly 
elected co-president of drama club, Lee Blanchard. His 
show tells the story of a young boy who is ostracized 
by his relatives despite being the only normal one in a 
family of psychopaths. 

“We are so excited to debut a student written piece by 
Lee Blanchard,” says Amy “Sully” Sullivan when asked 
about news for this year’s One Acts. “He took a course 
over the summer at Cornish and exercised his writing 
skills. His satirical comedy on family values will be wit-
ty and enjoyable. You’ll drop dead laughing.” When I 
spoke to Lee about his show, he replied “It is the prod-
uct of three months of love, hard work, and much in-
sanity. And I seriously hope it’s worth it.”  Now back to 
Sully on The Lottery and M*A*S*H*: “Since the junior 
English teachers stole The Lottery for their curriculum 
I wanted to perform it so that I’d at least have some-
thing to do with it as a piece of literature for the year. It 
is delightfully morbid. Lastly, M*A*S*H*, is a delightful 
spin-off of the beloved TV. Show, movie, and book and 
it is a salute to our veterans. It shines in its ability to be 
both comedic and meaningful. 

“We are so excited to perform these One Acts for the 
community and hope that everyone will attend.” 

So mark your calendars! Performances of this year’s 
One Acts will be held November 14th and 15th, a Friday 
and a Saturday at 7 pm in our very own theater. It’s go-
ing to be two powerful nights with a range of emotion. 
Everyone who attends will get something out of it, and 
the joy and excitement rolling off the actors while they 
perform will be awe-inspiring to witness. 

the school’s musical legacy.

“It seems kind of strange that Concert 
[Orchestra] would get to go instead of 
[Chamber Orchestra],” said a student 
who wishes to remain anonymous. 
Concert Orchestra and Chamber Or-
chestra are the names used here to 
differentiate between the different 
levels of skill—Chamber Orchestra 
being the more advanced one.

Many speculators believe that this 
is due to a lack of insurance cover-
age: an issue that twice postponed a 
Leavenworth retreat planned by the 
Music Department before being can-
celed once and for all. 

Others believe that the trip’s destina-

tion will be more extravagant. They 
suspect that information about a 
possible trip abroad (most likely 
to Europe) is being withheld from 
them. At the end of the second se-

mester of last school year, the Orches-
tra had been discussing the matter 
with a tone of serious consideration. 
A number of students expressed their 
concern with the cost of air fare and 
their family’s ability to pay for such 
expenses. This, along with many oth-
er administrative aspects, would have 
made this hypothetical trip difficult to 
coordinate and plan. 

Said the same student, “Honestly, 
I think that some of the rumors are 
kind of ridiculous. I heard that Cham-
ber [Orchestra] wasn’t going any-
where, but I don’t know anything for 
sure. I don’t think anyone does.” 

Theories continue to proliferate.

“Orchestra”
Continued from page 1

To the 
right, Lee 

Blanchard, 
writer of The 
Black Sheep 

and Co-
President of 
Drama Club

From left to 
right: Jes-
sie Page, 
Zoe Farrell, 
Alexis Koes-
ter, and 
Erica Stew-
art speak 
to Q13 Fox 
reporters 
about the 
incident

Our Own 
Kangs Rescue 

Drowning Man
Summer may seem like a long ways 
away, but The Pouch must acknowl-
edge the heroic deed of Jessie Page, 
Zoe Farrell, Erica Stewart, and Alexis 
Koester this past July. 

The current seniors were swimming 
at what everyone knows as the Secret 
Dock when they noticed a 54-year-old 

man floating unconscious next to a 
paddleboard. 

“I tapped him and we got no response, 
so we flipped him over and got him 
up on his board,” said Koester to Q13 
Fox. They pulled him to shore on the 
paddleboard, where Erica then admin-
istered CPR—a skill she can thank Mr. 
Minke for. 

Stewart said of the incident, “it wasn’t 
really like a think first kind of thing; it 
was like you need to do this right now.” 
She remembers thinking to herself in 
health class, “no one is ever going to 
pass out in front of me.”
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The 
Disappearance 

of Hannah 
Graham

By Katie McIlroy

In the early morning of September 
13th a student at the University of 
Virginia by the name of Hannah Gra-
ham disappeared with no trace. She 

is eighteen years old. Despite plans to go 
to a party later that evening, some sur-
veillance cameras were the last to see her. 
Her last contact with any friends was a 
text saying “I’m coming to the party…but 
I’m lost.” There’s a $100,000 reward for 
any information about her disappearance.  

According to one witness, the 5’11” bru-
nette female with blue eyes and wearing a 
black crop top was last seen having “drinks 
at a bar with a man.” Police suspect that 
that man was Jesse Matthew, who was 
seen with his arm around Graham, buy-
ing her alcohol. After calls about a “suspi-
cious male” on a Texas beach, the police 
located Matthews there, camping, 1300 

LW Master-
piece Makes 
Appearance 
at Kirkland 

Summerfest

Nicole Mckinney, cur-
rently a junior, had the 
honor of having her art 
prominently featured 

this past August at Kirkland’s an-
nual “Summerfest.”

Her art received first place in a 
contest held by the Chamber of 
Commerce for young artists. The 
theme of this year was “Summer-
time fun,” which she effectively 
conveyed with a nude woman 
lazily perched on the petals of a 
flower.

Nicole is currently in AP Studio Art 
with Ms. Wyatt, continuing to pur-
sue her passion. Her specialty is 
portraits.

OCTOBER 6, 2014

miles away from where Hannah was thought to be 
abducted. However, friends and family of Matthew 
all describe him as a “gentle giant”. Matthew’s fa-
ther says he could only picture him “maybe trying 
to give the girl a ride or help her out.”  He has been 
arrested and brought back to Virginia. However, po-
lice have given no concrete evidence as to why he 
is a suspect. It is not known if Hannah is still alive. 

Above, Hannah Graham before the 
incident. To the left, Jesse Mat-
thew, her suspected kidnapper, 
found 1300 miles away in Texas
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By Elisa Truong

For many, grand expecta-
tions of homecoming are 
not always the reality, but 
according to the new lead-

ership class, this year has the po-
tential for being great. This year’s 
theme for homecoming is Kang 
Karnival. But for the first time, the 
theme expands beyond just decor. 
One doesn’t just walk into the dark-
ly lit commons with their eyes mes-
merized by the decorations. With 
Kang Karnival, instead of just being 
at a dance, one is transported to an 
actual carnival event. This includes 
games, prizes, photo booths, bal-
loon animals, and food. Food! You 
heard me right. Just think of all 
things carnival themed and there 
is a possibility it will be there. This 
sets itself apart from past home-
coming themes such as Skyfall or 
Starry Night by a huge measure. 
Several people have complained 
post-homecoming that they left 
early because it was “boring,” but 
this year, says the committee, one 
just might stay a bit longer.  

Be sure to go to the homecom-
ing game for the full homecoming 
experience on Friday, October 10 
from 7-10pm. The homecoming 
dance will fall on Saturday October 
11 starting at 8 pm and ending at 
11pm. 

Homecoming 2014:
Kang Karnival!

Get pro-

fessional 

photos 

taken!

Treat your 

date to a 

balloon 

animal!

See you there!

Play 
carnival 
games!

Food 
will be 
served!
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If I stay: The 
Book Behind 
the Latest YA 
Blockbuster  

By Phoebe Borthwick

I took If I Stay on the road with 
me with me this past summer, 
and finished when I got to my 
hotel in Oregon that same af-

ternoon. I thought that it would be 
the perfect book to serve as a light-
weight vacation read.  After all, the 
story did involve a car ride, and was 
set in the exact state to which I was 
headed. After only the first chapter, 
however, did I realize how terribly 
ill-informed I had been. 

The story opens on a typical morn-
ing in the Oregon countryside. The 
main character, Mia, is going on a 
drive with her family. Headlights 
shine, tires screech, and everything 
suddenly goes black. Mia wakes up 
on the side of the road, ten feet from 
where her car combusted. Then she 
realizes something out of the ordi-
nary: she is looking down at the body 
that she once occupied, invisible to 
herself and the flocking paramedics 
around her. 

A frenetic procession to the hospi-
tal begins. Mia is in a coma, watch-
ing the commotion from the outside 
in. Nurses bustle about, calling her 
“sweetheart” and asking with na-
ivety if there is anything they can do 
for her. Hour after hour passes. Mia 
watches as her loved ones walk in one 
at a time and uncontrollably convulse 
into tears, awaiting her return in vain. 
Flashbacks commence. Mia’s memo-
ry is set to rewind, and she watches 
it play from hindsight. Her first day 

in kindergarten, the vibrations of the 
strings on her cello, strobe lights at 
a black lit concert, her best-friend’s 
laugh and her boyfriend’s smile. She 
watches relationships spark and fade 
to embers, clinging to their dying 
flames in the night. She listens to her 
audition tape for Julliard and watches 
the judges cry from the other end. 
She wonders if she should stay and 
wishes that her family could make 
that choice as well. 

But she is not alone. Mia is faced 
with a decision that plagues America 
on a regular basis. According to Fed-
eral Highway Administration, about 
115 people die in car crashes each 
day, averaging to about one vehicu-
lar homicide every 13 minutes. But 
the purpose behind If I Stay, by Gale 
Forman, extends far beyond driver’s 
education.  In a survey of high school 

students, the National Youth Violence 
Prevention Resource Center found 
that almost 1 in 5 teenagers had con-
templated suicide, about 1 in 6 had 
made plans for suicide, and 1 in 12 
had attempted suicide in the year 
2000. For every teen suicide death, 
researchers estimate that there are 
10 other suicide attempts.

It is this significant fraction of the 
population that Forman addresses in 
her novel. Although subtle, she is able 
to catch the attention of the troubled 
mind and encourage them with the 
main character’s optimism. As Mia’s 
will gets stronger, Forman forces the 
reader to acknowledge the trivial na-
ture of their own problems.  

There were many aspects about this 
book, however, that did not sit well 
with me. The book’s simplicity caught 

me off guard. When I say ‘simplistic’ 
I am not speaking in terms of mini-
malism, a style in which I deeply ad-
mire;  I’m talking size fourteen font 
with double spacing and pages that 
number less than three hundred. The 
prose style is weak, and to make it 
even worse, the author acts preten-
tious. Her metaphors are ineffective 
and detract from the voice of the nar-
ration instead of enhancing it. 

But the story is so much more than its 
poor execution of figurative language. 
Despite its lacking of diction and 
syntax, this book will make you cry. 
Much like John Green, Foreman has 
a way of tugging on the heartstrings 
of her readers through her ability to 
relate. Her characters are real, and in 
the end, that matters more than any-
thing. 

Chinese 
Fountain: An 

Excellent 
Addition

By Reilly Davidson 

The Growlers’ latest release 
is a perfect addition to their 
repertoire of chill wave surf-
rock. The lead singer’s grimy 
vocals backed with the lazy 

guitar effects culminate to form a le-
thargic masterpiece. In the past they 
seemed to rely on the choppy produc-
tion quality to compensate for their 
uniquely chaotic music arrangements, 
though I’m not complaining, as it add-
ed to their dirty beach sound. With 

their latest record (released Tuesday, 
September 23rd) however, they paid 
more attention to detail and refined 
their effects, creating a dynamic at-
mosphere fit for any surfer’s playlist. 

My personal favorite tracks on the 
album have to be “Magnificent Sad-
ness”, “Rare Hearts”, and the title track 
“Chinese Fountain”. “Magnificent Sad-
ness” offers a thoughtful break in the 
otherwise loud, expressive album 
while “Rare Hearts” expresses a sort of 
romantic vulnerability not yet tapped 
in the discography of The Growlers. 
The song “Chinese Fountain” is very 
representative of the slightly new di-
rection the band decided to take. The 
song didn’t feel too overcrowded and 
kept a consistent path, leaving the lis-
tener satisfied. 

Overall this album is solid and brings 
the surf genre and lo-fi genre together 
in a way that is unparalleled. I would 
have to rate it a solid 7.5/10.
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The 
Boxtrolls: A 

Review
Rating: 6/10

By Lana Wagner

I’m going to be straight with 
this review; I had a lot of 
hopes for this movie. The 
minute its trailer appeared, I 

felt excited for Laika going bigger 
and grander with their movies. I 
loved Coraline and Paranorman, 
and so I couldn’t wait to see this 
movie for many months. Now, 
I’m a bit mixed with it.

The visual style of The Boxtrolls 
is breath-taking, especially for 
stop motion, and it shows. The 
character design is pretty strong, 
the animation is ambitious and 
well done, and the cinematog-
raphy is gorgeous. Where the 
movie lacks, however, is in the 
story department. Some of the 
important characters of The Box-
trolls lack quintessential devel-
opment or depth, making them 
appear as stereotypical, lazy, 
heavy-handed, or just bland. In 
that regard, it feels like a Disney 

movie, which is very different and 
unlike what Laika has previously 
showed us it can do. The story 
gives us no exposition or concrete 
introduction in the beginning, leav-
ing us mostly in the dark to figure 
out what’s going on, and it features 
many nuances it either asks us not 
to worry about or forgets to estab-
lish in entirety. Even the kids, who 

are usually forgiving of such things, 
lost interest in the movie because 
of this. Its audience is somewhat 
confused, as it tries to be cute and 
bright to young children, gross for 
slightly older children, and self-sa-
tirical for the teenagers and adults. 
All this and the awkward humor 
the movie tries to employ make a 
strange, somewhat Monty Python-

esque movie but without some 
of the precision that makes such 
strangeness work. 

All in all, this movie is a hit and miss 
experience. I feel I cannot recom-
mend it to anyone with full confi-
dence; it’s a movie you’d have to 
see for yourself to determine your 
stance on it.

Pleated 
skirts-- be-
cause plaid 
works best 
for fall. 

Sweater and 
button down 

combo-Proba-
bly the easiest 

way to look 
polished and 
stay warm at 
the same time. As for the guys, this 

look is always a good choice.

Rain boots are a necessity here in 
Seattle. The most popular ones 

I’ve seen 
around the 
hallway are 
these ever-

colorful 
Hunter 
boots.

Thick 
head-
bands 
are 
making 
a come-
back! 
And 

when I say headbands, I don’t 
mean those flimsy cloth ones…

By Abby Burton

Fall is the best time of year for fashion-- 
it’s when students head back to school, 
still motivated to dress their best, and the 
weather cools down enough for layering 
and fun winter accessories. Check out these 

trends for some clothing inspiration.

Fall Finds
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Football 
Recap

By Abby Burton

Fall is here and that 
means that it’s time 
for Kang football! 
LW is lucky to have a 

new football coach this year, 
AJ Parnell, along with a great 
new team, and a new cheer 
coach, Leila Buker. Both 
teams have come a long way 
and are hopeful that this fall 
will be a turning point for 
Lake Washington.

9/4

The first game of the sea-
son and A WIN FOR THE 
KANGS! It was a pretty quiet 
game, as many Kang Fans 
were preoccupied with the 
Seahawks game. However, 
those who missed the game 
would have regretted it, as 
the Kangs came up victori-
ous, 32-12 over the Hazen 
Highlanders. 

9/12

The Kangs fought hard 
against the sun and the 
Bishop Blanchet Braves, but 
in the end, couldn’t get the 
win with Bishop Blanchet 
49, Lake Washington 7.

9/19

The rivalry game against 
Juanita, otherwise known 
as the Kirkland Cup, was in-
teresting, and much of the 
Kang family turned out for 
support, but in the end our 
Kangs just couldn’t catch up 
and finished the game with 
a win for Juanita, 45-19.

9/26

LW’s game againts Liberty 
had a fantastic turnout, be-
ing the first home game and 
with surprising clear skies. 
However, homefield advan-
tage proved not enough. The 
Kangs lost by a landslide-- 28 
to 0

The next game is Friday, 
October 3rd, at Interlake.  
GO KANGS!

The Hawks, Still 
Fresh from The 

Super Bowl
By Katie McIlroy

The Seahawks season has officially begun! 
After last year’s exciting Super Bowl win, 
Seattle is thrilled to see its favorite football 
team back at it again. 

We were able to start off the regular season with a 
bang! The Hawks beat the Packers( 36-16) thanks 
to wide receiver Ricardo Lockette’s touchdown in 
the second quarter. Marshawn Lynch was also a 
superstar, scoring two touchdowns in both the sec-

ond and third quarter.  Fullback Derrick Coleman 
concluded the game with another touchdown!  

However, the second game on Sept. 14th was not 
as exciting due to the disappointing loss against 
the Chargers (21-30). Fortunately, the Hawks were 
able to pull themselves up by winning against our 
formidable opponents from the 2014 Super Bowl: 
the Denver Broncos. In the second quarter, Lock-
ette once again received a pass from quarterback 
Russell Wilson and made a touchdown! Later in 
the same quarter, Wilson made another pass to 
Lynch, which turned into yet another touchdown. 
The game went into overtime in which Lynch once 
again proved his worth by rushing a touchdown 
and clinching a Hawks win!

The next game is against the Washington Redskins 
on October 6th at 5:30 P.M. Even with an away 
game, the 12th Man better be rooting them on!

The Switch to 3A: 
Is It Really Just a 

Number? 
By Melisa Arnold

Well, it’s that time of year again 
Kangs. We’re already about half way 
through the football season! And 
we’re already thinking about the 

basketball season, or if we can pull another state 
championship in the spring with our softball team. 
But what’s different this year? 

Our newest addition to the school, the Freshman, 
raised our school population to a whopping 1,325. 
This finally moves us up to 3A. “3A? what does 
that even mean?” asks Junior Ethan Holle. Perhaps 
you’re wondering the same thing. What does that 
even mean? Let me break this down for you. The 
state of Washington divides schools in four cate-
gories based on the number of students attending 
the school. These categories include 1A, 2A, 3A, 
and 4A.

 Last year, we competed against with the other 2A 

schools in the district. This year, it’s a whole new 
playing field. That’s great and all, but why does it 
even matter? Well for one thing, we are compet-
ing against bigger and badder schools. Yes Kangs, 
this includes Bellevue.  State will also be a different 
experience because now we’re practically in a dif-
ferent league.

 So what does this mean for our fellow athletes? 
Our football players can’t complain. They played 
the same teams last year, so it’s not that big of a 
deal. But for others, they’re feeling the pressure, 
“it’s nerve racking thinking about the teams I have 
to play this year”, said an anonymous athlete.

  On the other hand, some athletes take this new 
challenge with both hands on the steering wheel. 
Drill dancer Hannah Peacock remarks “It gives our 
team motivation because were competing against 
bigger schools. Our practices are more intense now 
so that’ll help us improve.” 

2A or 3A, that won’t stop us from showing our pride 
and trying to beat every team we face. Since when 
have we ever backed down from a challenge? So is 
it really just a number? Or should we be afraid of 
what’s to come? Whatever the case, Lake Washing-
ton wishes all our fellow athletes the best of luck 
this season. GO KANGS!
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“Keep a Straight Face”

Answers:(1) tattoos are missing (2) LW logo is removed from shirt (3) 
eyepatch is added (4) “Cheer” is added (5) Nike swoosh is missing

Can you spot five differences?

OCTOBER 6, 2014
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 Will ISIS attack 
America?

By Amiin Samatar

U.S. officials are claiming that the terrorist group 
the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria, or ISIS, is 
“now a credible alternative to al-Qaeda.” But 
what does that really mean in terms of ISIS’s 

potential threat to the United States? After all, al-Qaeda 
hasn’t pulled off a successful attack on the States since 
9/11, or indeed anywhere in the West since the London 
transportation bombings in 2005. 

To gain perspective, I asked a fellow student if they 
thought ISIS had the capacity to “recreate” another 

9/11. Maya, who prefers that I not use her last name, 
voiced her concern about this: “I hope they don’t but I 
just heard that we are attacking ISIS and making them 
weaker from them expanding their state, empire or 
[whatever] people call the territory that they are taking 
over. Though, what I do fear is that this is just speeding 
the process for them to attack us; they feel closed in so 
they will start using human shields and might send the 
Americans back to attack us.” 

Fascinated with her strategy, I asked whether or not she 
considered it a religious issue. “Of course this is a reli-
gious issue. ISIS says they are Muslims but kill Muslims 
who don’t want to follow them and want to destroy the 
holy cities that the Muslims believe in. They use religion 
but they are contradicting it. Trust me: within a couple 
of months, ISIS will start to have a civil war within and 
collapse if this keeps going.”

Is Emma Watson 
the New Face of 

Feminism?
By Amiin Samatar

Emma Watson has lent her name and her glittery 
profile to the cause of feminism at the United 
Nations, and in the process, upped her status far 
beyond child stardom.

“How can we effect change in the world when only 
half of it is invited or feel welcome to participate in the 
conversation?” Watson said in a speech about gender 
equality that received a standing ovation and has gone 
viral. “Men -- I would like to take this opportunity to ex-
tend your formal invitation. Gender equality is your is-
sue, too.”

I asked an LW student, Gabby, to share her view of 
whether or not feminism is becoming the norm. Accord-
ing to Gabby, “feminism has shaped our world and every 
generation, it seems women are getting more rights and 
are becoming stronger. It is becoming the norm now and 
everyone is supporting... I loved her UN speech. Times 
have changed and we need more people like her to 
stand up for feminism.” 

When asked what she thought feminism meant, she re-
plied, “a feminist to me means a person who believes in 
the social, political, and economic equality of the sexes.”  
Nodding, I then asked her, some people might say “hey 
Beyoncé is taking off her clothes and wearing skimpy 

outfits isn’t that defeating the purpose?” to which Gab-
by quickly replied, “you know that is what people who 
are against feminism say or those who don’t understand 
[that] we have the right to dress [however] we want to. 
If that’s showing more skin or covering your entire body 
we have the right and no one can take that away from 
us.” However, as an afterthought, she added “though 
personally I feel both men and women need to have a 
requirement on how much they show in public.”

Bullying: It 
Can Make 

Us or Break 
Us

By Ioana Burlacu 

I’m not here to state statistics 
or bore anyone about how 
bullying can hurt. It’s true, 
but bullying is more emo-

tional than just a couple of num-
bers. I interviewed a student and 
a teacher to find out how bullying 
affected their lives. (The names 
of the bullies aren’t included for 
privacy reasons).

Ally, a freshman, had been bullied 
before and it had made her feel 
lost. Her story is about a girl who 
rode the school bus with her in 
seventh grade.  Ally said “she was 
horrible because I didn’t like One 
Direction.” The bullying extended 
beyond trivial junior high matters, 
however—insults were hurled 
on a daily basis. Ally’s advice to 
people who are getting bullied is 
to “just ignore them.” Luckily for 
Ally, she realized she could rise 
above.  A wise word she shared 
with me is “never argue with an 
idiot, that just makes two idiots.”

To gain further perspective I in-
terviewed Mrs. Sullivan, also 
known as “Sully”, the drama/
Freshman English teacher and 
advisor of Drama Club. Her story 
takes place back when she was in 
high school. People had started 
to come up with rumors about 
her when she was running for 
Homecoming Queen. To see if the 
people would believe the rumors, 
Mrs. Sullivan started to invent her 
own rumors about herself. Mrs. 
Sullivan found out it didn’t hurt 
as much and it was more like a 
joke than bullying which made 
her feel in control of it all. Her ad-
vice is to tell someone, whether it 
is a teacher, friend, etc. “Try not 
to be the victim.” Also, she ad-
vises to find power for oneself so 
that the harassment won’t hurt 
as much. 

Bullying is something that affects 
people day in and day out. Alas, 
there is no real cure—people will 
always act out in a bad way. That 
doesn’t mean that anyone should 
give up so easily, however. Ulti-
mately, it’s your choice whether 
or not bullying makes or breaks 
you. 
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Nominate a New Tre!
Last year, we hid a photo of LW’s celebrity Tre Walker 

in every issue, Where’s-Waldo-style. This year, we 
are accepting nominations for a new spirited kang to 

be the subject of this year’s game!

Please fill out one of the ballots below and hand into 
the box in reception. We will have a poll for the top 

five finalists!

CALLING ALL 
KANGS!

Your Name (Optional): Your Name (Optional):

Your Name (Optional):
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http://www.sparrowclubs.org/news-and-events/luke_mezich_
memorial_team_roping
http://claudiasaezfromm.com/2014/07/18/friday-feature-fun-
for-the-whole-family/
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs102/1104839444911/
archive/1115272777328.html

Page 2
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs102/1104839444911/
archive/1115272777328.html

Page 3 
http://q13fox.com/2014/07/07/3-teens-rescue-54-year-old-

paddle-boarder-in-lake-washington/
Emma Wehrman

Page 4
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/hannah-graham-
missing-prime-suspect-4353931
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/suspect-case-missing-
uva-student-hannah-graham-has-slew-other-n210636

Page 5
http://www.topleftdesign.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/
photo-booth1.jpg
http://dustybakeradamson.com/category/2013/

Page 6
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http://www.blackfilm.com/read/2014/07/watch-new-trailer-for-
if-i-stay-with-chloe-grace-moretz/
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http://jackietara.com/2013/11/06/sweater-weather/
http://hoorayhurrah.com/dress-up-hello-hello/
http://glambistro.com/10638/4-cute-rain-boots-outfit-ideas/
Abby Burton
http://billdesowitz.com/composer-marianelli-waltzes-through-
the-boxtrolls/

Page 8
http://espn.go.com/blog/nflnation/post/_/id/112600/the-
seahawks-offensive-disappearing-act

Page 9
Lake Washington High School Football 

Page 10
http://www.liveleak.com/view?i=5b5_1409281207

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48228#.
VCzc1vldWSo

Page 11
http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/baby-kangaroo-
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Page 12
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Uncle_Sam_(point-
ing_finger).jpg
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Martin Barker

Your Name (Optional):

Your Nominee: Your Nominee:

Your Nominee: Your Nominee:
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“BAE” USED AS 
ADJECTIVE 

 
 
 

 
 

COMPLAINT 
MADE ABOUT THE 

LAPTOPS 

 
 
 

“BASIC *****” 

 
 

SOMEONE CUTS 
IN THE PASTA 
TUESDAY LINE 

 
 

NORTH FACE 
PAIRED WITH 
LULULEMONS 

 
 

GLEN COCO 
REFERENCE 

 
 
 

 
 

MINOR COLLISION 
IN STUDENT LOT 

 
 

HIPSTER GLASSES 
WORN WITHOUT 

LENSES 

 
 

“WE HAVE A 
SCHOOL 

NEWSPAPER?” 

 
 

COMPLAINT 
MADE ABOUT 

APUSH 

 
 

NIKE T-SHIRT 
WITH THE WORD 

SWAG  
 
 

 
“THE FRESHMEN 
ARE SO ______. 

WE WEREN’T LIKE 
THAT!” 

 
 

FREE! 
 
 

YOLO USED 
IRONICALLY 

 
 

“BAE” USED AS A 
NOUN 

 
 

“DRILL IS, LIKE, 
MY FAMILY!” 

 
 
 

 
HOMECOMING 

PROPOSAL 
INVOLVING 
BALLOONS 

 
 

“SEÑORA ____ IS 
SO HOT!” 

 
 

CHEERLEADER 
WEARS JAUNTY 

PONYTAIL 

 
 

ZIPTIED 
BACKPACK 

 
 

CROCS WORN 
IRONICALLY 

 
 

 
 

“BAE” USED AS A 
VERB  

 
 
 

 
 

SENIOR OVERALLS 
DEPICTING PINK 
SPLATTER PAINT 

 
 

KIM KARDASHIAN 
BROUGHT UP IN 
CONVERSATION 

 
 

BAD JOKE ABOUT 
YOUR MOTHER 

 

BINGO
High School Cliché Style

That’s so fetch!

Marty’s Corner

The Rise of 
Clickbait

By Martin Barker

In the past few 
years the ex-
plosive growth 
of social me-

dia websites such 
as Twitter and 
Facebook have 
changed the world 
we live in, some-
times in unex-
pected ways, such 
as the newfound 
growing market of 
advertising news 
articles on these social media sites. Be-
cause of this, a new addition to classic 
American journalistic sensationalism has 
been born: clickbait.

One of the most popular ways to gar-
ner page views nowadays is to include a 
short headline article articulated to play 
off your curiosity and make you visit the 
page with little to no knowledge of what 
the full article entails.  The headlines tend 
to leave out the who, what when, where, 

or why in favor for a more ambiguous 
short sentence, usually including some-
thing like “You’ll never guess what  X” or 
“You won’t BELIEVE what happens next..”. 
These misleading titles have spread 
across social media websites like wildfire, 
giving just another reason why to never 
use Facebook. 

Recently, it was 
announced that 
Facebook is go-
ing to try to con-
front Clickbait by 
inputting an algo-
rithm which sees 
how long you 
leave Facebook 
before coming 
back after click-
ing a shared ar-
ticle. The links in 
which more peo-
ple return almost 

immediately after clicking them signify a 
story that was most likely misleading, and 
eventually might lead it to be blocked. 

Popular sites such as Upoworthy and 
Buzzfeed have made a living off of click-
bait, and by using it in extremely abun-
dant quantities. Before you click blindly 
on any Top 10 list or Video that “you 
won’t believe what happens next”, just 
think, is this really honest journalism, or 
am I being tricked?

Urban 
Dictionary 

Word of Month
Censor Dodge
The act of deliberately misspell-
ing or otherwise altering a forbid-
den word (typically profanity) so 
it isn’t blocked by whatever filter 
that would usually censor it.

Shoefie
A selfie of your shoes

“Did you see her shoefie on Insta-
gram of her Chanel pumps?”

--urbandictionary.com

WE WANT YOU
To write for The Pouch!

Email your piece to s-shedreen@lwsd.org
 and s-ematora@lwsd.org


