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Your Trees are a Community Treasure 

Trees form the character and appearance of a community. While we often think of the trees on 

parkways and in parks as the largest part of our community forest, often 70 percent or more are on 

private residential property. These trees need care if they are to continue to contribute to the beauty 

and value of communities. 

 Here are some simple things you can do to care for trees on your property and in your community: 

Water your trees.  As we approach summer, we need to be mindful that they need water, just as we do.  

Water trees within the drip zone (the area beneath the spread of the branches). A long, slow soak is 

best. 

Spread mulch over the roots. The roots of trees extend far beyond the trunk and all the roots need 

access to water.  An even layer of mulch, in a circle as wide as possible around the trunk, can help to 

maintain moisture in the soil throughout the summer. Be sure to keep the mulch a few inches away 

from the trunk to protect the bark.  

Call in a professional. Consider having a professional arborist take a look at your trees and prune out 

wood that could be a problem in the event of a storm.  Although we seem to be experiencing more and 

heavier storms, well maintained trees are less likely to cause problems.  Be sure the professional you 

hire is a certified arborist. This is an individual who has knowledge about trees and has been tested on 

this knowledge by the International Society of Arboriculture.  Visit their website for a list of certified 

arborists in your area (http://www.isa-arbor.com/publicOutreach/findATreeCareService/index.aspx). 

Plant the right tree. Consider planting a few trees on your property.  Trees reduce stormwater that 

flows to sewers, improve our air, provide habitat for wildlife, increase our property values, and create 

more livable communities. Your municipal forester can assist you in selecting a species or variety that 

will thrive in the conditions of your property, or you can visit The Morton Arboretum’s website 

(http://www.mortonarb.org/trees-plants/tree-and-plant-finder). The seven-county Chicago region is 

expected to lose about 12.7 million ash trees to the emerald ash borer, so there will be many trees to 

replace.  

http://www.mortonarb.org/trees-plants/tree-and-plant-finder
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Consider volunteering.  Contact your municipal offices to see if there is something you can do to help 

with the maintenance and care of trees in your community.  You might be able to assist in mulching, 

planting, or watering trees.  Openlands TreeKeepers are volunteers who have been trained in a formal 

course on how to plant, care for and maintain trees—on their own property or on public property, with 

permission. The course is offered in Cook, DuPage and Lake Counties.  For information on the program 

and locations, dates, and times of upcoming courses, visit the Openlands website 

(http://www.openlands.org/treekeepers).  

Ask for help.  If you have questions about your trees, feel free to contact the Community Trees Program 

at The Morton Arboretum (http://www.mortonarb.org/trees-plants/community-trees-

program/community-tree-resources).  

 


