
North Haven News: A Boy and His iPad Are a Promising Team 
 
By: Denise Carmen, Speech Language Pathologist and Circle of Friends Advisor, Ridge Road 
Elementary School, with Kim Krupinski, Development Coordinator, Circle of Friends 

 
Two years ago, Harvey Wu rarely spoke up in class, and when he did, it was 
highly prompted by his special education teachers and therapists. 
 
Harvey is a 5th grade student at Ridge Road Elementary School in North 
Haven, Connecticut, and he is on the autism spectrum.  Communicating his 
thoughts and feelings to others is a daily struggle.   
 
Yet nowadays, Harvey fearlessly chats, laughs and socializes with his 
buddies from Circle of Friends (CoF). 
 
What changed?  Harvey was given an iPad.  And the two have formed one 
awesome partnership. 
 
Harvey uses his iPad to take pictures, and later, he will develop words to go along with those 
pictures.   When he is unable to speak, at the click of a button, the iPad speaks for him. 
 
Harvey enjoys bringing his iPad to Circle of Friends meetups, and here, CoF advisors help him to 
write sentences to match his photos.  The visual nature of the iPad assists Harvey with word 
retrieval, and it also allows him to organize his ideas in way that is, at first, less stressful than 
direct conversation.   
 
In the supportive Circle of Friends environment, Harvey shares his iPad work with interested 
classmates.  iPad in hand, Harvey’s confidence is growing, and he becomes progressively more 
comfortable interacting with and soon talking to peers.  In particular, he now loves his time 
with general education besties, Matt and Hayley.  Hayley and Matt, who have been trained 
through the CoF program, are excellent at getting Harvey to speak for himself or join an activity.       
 
Today, Harvey is at ease talking to familiar staff and schoolmates.  It is the large group setting 
that remains difficult for him.   However, that may be changing too.   
 
On April 9, 2014, Harvey was asked to speak at a district-wide Circle of Friends event, an 
opportunity for parents to better understand CoF by listening to brief presentations from each 
of the six North Haven Schools involved.  Harvey had never spoken in front of so many 
unfamiliar faces; naturally, his instructors had the iPad ready to go. 
 
When it was Harvey’s turn to present—he glanced down at his iPad, but he decided NOT to 
click play.  He spoke entirely on his own and only showed the crowd his pictures. 
 
All who know Harvey were bursting with pride!  And when his Speech Language Pathologist, 
Denise Carmen, asked him how he got his words out so easily, Harvey stated, “It was just like 
our Circle of Friends, only bigger.” 
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