
  
NACD BOARD BRIEFS September 1-30 2014 
A few highlights of NACD’s activities for your personal use in keeping your districts informed and engaged. 

 
Annual Meeting Registration is Open (Bethany Shively at bethany-shively@nacdnet.org and 202-547-6223) 
Registration is now open for the 2015 NACD Annual Meeting, February 1-4, in New Orleans. Visit the web page at 
www.nacdnet.org/events/annualmeeting  for the latest agenda, tours, sponsorship opportunities, hotel information, as 
well as local travel information and special discounts for NACD attendees. 
NACD Live Auction Up and Running (Tamara Daniel at tamara-daniel@nacdnet.org and 512-818-1660) 
NACD asks for each state's support through donations to the Live Auction. In the past we’ve featured custom furniture, 
hunting trips and gear, hand-crafted jewelry and corporate sponsored products such as tractors and chemical products. 
Who will donate the "must have" item this year, and what will it be? For details, including a donation form and shipping 
information, visit the Annual Meeting web page and click on the “Live Auction” tab.  

 
NACD Testimony Highlights District-led Soil Health Efforts 
NACD CEO John Larson testified at a House Agriculture Subcommittee on Conservation, Energy and Forestry hearing on 
soil health. In his remarks, Larson highlighted the role of soil and water conservation districts in both the history and the 
future of the national soil health movement. "Conservation districts are proud to be leading the way in soil health," 
Larson said. "Without question, we believe that soil health is the key to the future productivity of agriculture and the 
protection of our natural resources." To read Larson's full testimony, visit www.nacdnet.org and click on the “Testimony 
and Input” tab on the Policy page.   
NACD Meets with EPA to Discuss Proposed "Waters of the U.S." Rule 
NACD leadership recently met with EPA representatives to express concerns of conservation districts regarding the 
proposed "Waters of the U.S." rule. NACD stressed a number of key requests. First and foremost, the association's policy 
does not support any increase in jurisdiction proposed by a final rule. NACD requested that EPA take additional time in 
drafting the rule in order to incorporate more input from conservation districts and others at the local level. NACD also 
asked that better definitions be used to achieve the outcome of clarity, and that EPA clearly articulate the expected 
outcome of the rule. EPA should remember the implementation process for the proposed rule throughout the writing of 
the rule, to ensure the rule—as drafted and implemented—will ultimately result in the expected and desired outcome, 
without impeding landowner involvement in voluntary, locally-led natural resource conservation efforts that improve 
water quality. NACD will submit formal comments on the proposed rule by the October 20th deadline.

 
NACD Receives USDA CIG Grant (Rich Duesterhaus at rich-duesterhaus@nacdnet.org and 202-547-6223) 
NACD, in partnership with Datu Research, LCC , was awarded a $750,000 CIG grant for a three-year project to promote 
soil health. Through the project, NACD seeks to significantly scale up the number of farmed acres nationwide that are 
managed for soil health. The project will include: (1) the formation of a national "farmer advocate" network—organized 
by NACD and facilitated by its local districts, state, and territory associations—to raise awareness of and increase the 
adoption by farmers and landowners of best-management practices for soil health; and (2) a series of case studies, 
developed by Datu, to serve as the basis for an expert-reviewed economic analysis on soil-health practice 
implementation. 

 
Leadership/Advocacy Training for State/Local Meetings (Bethany Shively at bethany-shively@nacdnet.org and 202-547-6223) 
Reminder! NACD’s Leadership and Advocacy training webcast is available for your use at meetings. The on-demand 
webcast allows a moderator to facilitate group discussion based on the video segments and training exercises, and can 
be catered to fit within your desired session-length needs. For instructions on downloading the webcast and handouts 
for use at state and local meetings, contact Bethany Shively (email and phone above). 

 
For More Information on NACD Activities:   
NACD Website - www.nacdnet.org/   NACD Field Services Representatives - www.nacdnet.org/contact.phtml 
NACD CEO Video - vimeo.com/nacd    NACD Publications - www.nacdnet.org/news/publications/ 
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