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____Ten Reasons Why the Church is Working for Trade Reform
1. Secrecy of negotiations – Trade agreement processes are increasingly classified and closed to the public, including elected officials.  Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) negotiations have been under way for three years and very few provisions have been publically shared.

2. Corporations have more influence in the negotiation process than citizens and even elected officials.  Roughly 600 corporate representatives have served as advisors to negotiators and received portions of the text for review and comment.  A handful of representatives from unions and citizen groups are involved.
3. Investor-State Provisions – Corporations have means of appeal for regulations that impact profits that are unavailable to governments.  This is a standard provision and it enables companies to bypass open court when filing suit and to arbitrate in discreet international tribunals.  The most utilized tribunal operates under the auspices of the World Bank.  To date, growing numbers of cases pertain to mining rights, the environment, water and food. 
4. Governments must pay to mount defenses against claims made under the investor-state provisions at taxpayer expense.  Dollars are diverted from the national budget to cover legal fees and fines, even if the government wins the case.

5. Many goals of trade agreements are not met.  The US has a greater trade deficit after signing a number of free trade agreements and thousands of jobs have been shipped overseas, partly due to incentives offered to foreign investors.  At times, corporations have been able to increase profits, which has positively impacted the stock market and lowered prices on products in the US.

6. Impacts Democracy – Although trade agreements cannot prevent a nation from developing new laws or regulations, it does allow corporations to sue through tribunals if such regulations impair profits.  Such agreements also require corresponding legislation within member-countries that adapt to provisions within agreements.

7. Covers more than trade – Recent free trade agreements cover more than tariffs.  Examples are banking regulations, pharmaceutical patents, food safety, internet operations and environmental protections. 

8. Fair trade is an issue for churches – A primary witness of the church is shedding light so creating a more transparent process is important.  Further, should agreements result in an increase in undocumented immigration, job losses, medical costs, etc., the community of faith is where people turn for spiritual, emotional and financial assistance.  We also need to ask ourselves if these agreements further the biblical vision of beloved community across the globe, care of the earth, and safeguards for the most vulnerable.
9. Fast Track – Known as the Trade Promotional Authority, fast track enables the Congress to vote away its constitutional mandate to oversee trade, putting authority in the executive branch.  Fast Track was introduced in January, 2014.  To date organizing among numerous groups including faith based advocates, have stalled the passage of Fast Track.
10. 
Trade Agreements Could Impact the USA 

Lower Environmental Standards 


Living Wage Jobs Leave the Country 

→

Lower Food Safety Standards



 Prevent needed Banking Regulations 

→
 
Security – Increases Disparity between the Rich and Poor both nationally and internationally 

→

Reduce Democratic Process for needed Laws and Regulations
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