
 

 

 

Tri-C JazzFest Cleveland moves to June for 
Long Days, Warm Nights and Hot Music  

Tri-C JazzFest Cleveland will celebrate its 35th anniversary with a big move 
from April to June 2014, presenting three jam-packed days of concerts in 
the theaters of PlayhouseSquare plus free music outside on Star Plaza.  
 
Twelve ticketed shows and a host of free outdoor events will be featured 
June 26-28, 2014, in what JazzFest Director Terri Pontremoli says is an 
exciting change for loyal JazzFest audiences and a fresh opportunity for 
new ones. “With a growing population downtown and so much appetite for 
new experiences in the city, it’s the perfect time to introduce people to this 
wonderful musical experience with deep roots in Cleveland,” Pontremoli 
says. 
 
This year’s lineup will feature three great bassists, two big bands, two 
groups led by women, Brazilian music, Latin music and a few surprises.  The lineup includes: 
 

• The Sean Jones Quartet plus the Cleveland Jazz Orchestra with Christian McBride 

• The Eddie Palmieri Salsa Orchestra 

• Trombone Shorty plus John Scofield Uberjam 

• Bassist Marcus Miller plus the Dave Koz Summer Horns Tour 

• Dave Holland Prism (with Kevin Eubanks) 

• The Christian McBride Trio 

• Jamey Haddad’s Global Drums 

• Ernie Krivda’s Fat Tuesday Big Band playing the music of Oliver Nelson and Jimmy Smith 

• Vocalist Gregory Porter 

• Drummer Terri Lyne Carrington 

• Singer/pianist Eliane Elias 

In addition to the music, there will be meet-the-artist sessions and jazz talks in the State Theatre 
lobby. 
 
Outdoors on Star Plaza, fans and casual listeners will be able to enjoy hours of free concerts 
beginning at 5 p.m. Friday, June 27, and starting at 3 p.m. Saturday, June 28.  The outdoor 
lineup will be announced in April.  
 
JazzFest this year also introduces its first all-festival pass – a component JazzFest regulars 
have asked for in recent years. Pass-holders receive a preferred-seat ticket for each of nine 
concerts of their choosing, plus walk-up admission to the remaining three shows.   
 

www.tri-cjazzfest.com 

http://www.tri-c.edu/enrichment/arts/jazzfest/Pages/default.aspx


“We want audiences to have fun and just immerse themselves,” Pontremoli said. “They may 
have a couple of favorite acts in mind, but the pass makes it easy for them to move freely and 
explore music they may know less about, all while enjoying the theater district during the best 
days of summer.”  
 
The pass, which has a face value of $445, will be on sale with special holiday pricing of $250 
through Dec. 31, 2013 and will cost $270 on Jan. 1, 2014 and after. Visit www.tri-cjazzfest.com 
or call 216-987-4049 for details. 
 
Individual concert tickets will go on sale Feb. 28, 2014. 
 
The new format provides increased educational activities as well.  The traditional DownBeat 
Educational Days, which bring young musicians to Cuyahoga Community College for clinics and 
adjudication, will be April 10-11. A new jazz camp is planned for June 23-28. 
 
As the 2014 Tri-C JazzFest artist-in-residence, extraordinary bassist Christian McBride will 
participate both in the April educational events and during the summer festival.  He will work 
with students, perform with local musicians and students as well as his own band, and appear in 
jazz and non-jazz venues around town. 
 
One of the most versatile musicians in the jazz world, Philly-born McBride has played and 
recorded with Freddie Hubbard, Sonny Rollins, Ray Brown, Milt Jackson, McCoy Tyner, Roy 
Haynes, Diana Krall, Chick Corea, Herbie Hancock and Pat Metheny. In the R&B world, he has 
played with and arranged for Isaac Hayes, Chaka Khan, Natalie Cole, Lalah Hathaway and 
James Brown. He is also known for his collaborations with Sting, Carly Simon, the Roots, 
D'Angelo and Queen Latifah. 
 
McBride most recently won a Grammy for “The Good Feeling,” his first big band recording as a 
leader, on Mack Avenue Records.  
 
“Christian’s personality is as big as his talent,” Pontremoli said.  “He brings fun wherever he 
goes, while operating at a consistently high level. He is the model artist-in-residence, and 
Cleveland will love him.” 
 
Along with a growing collaboration with PlayhouseSquare, Tri-C JazzFest will partner with 
Nighttown in Cleveland Heights, the Cleveland Museum of Art, Karamu House and Mahall’s 20 
Lanes in Lakewood for events throughout the year.  
 
Monthly JazzFest nights at Nighttown include performances by Janis Siegel on Jan. 18 (with a 
workshop from 1 to 3 p.m. at Tri-C); Terence Blanchard on Feb. 28 (with a workshop from 11 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Tri-C);  Amina Figarova on March 7 (with a workshop from 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. at Tri-C); and a Christian McBride “Listening Hang” on April 10. 
 
JazzFest will present trumpeter Etienne Charles at the Cleveland Museum of Art MIX on Friday, 
May 2. 
 
This is the 35th consecutive year that Cuyahoga Community College has presented the festival, 
which has usually been in April. Founded by Dr. Thom Horning and Reginald Bruckner, 
JazzFest was begun with the intention of fostering the history and nurturing the future of jazz, 
providing educational opportunities and bringing world-class jazz to Cleveland. 
 
Tri-C JazzFest Cleveland is made possible through support from Cuyahoga Community 
College, Cuyahoga Arts & Culture, the Ohio Arts Council and the National Endowment for the 
Arts, as well as a growing list of members and sponsors. 
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