
TIPS ON CONTACTING A MEMBER 

 

Finding Your Congressional Representation 

 

 Visit: http://www.usa.gov/Contact/Elected.shtml  

  

Placing a Phone Call - Scheduling a Personal Visit:  

  

  

Plan Your Visit Carefully: Be clear about what it is you want to achieve; determine in 

advance what Member of Congress, personal staff, or committee staff can best help you 

achieve your goals.  

  

  

Make an Appointment: When scheduling an appointment with a Member of Congress, it 

is best to speak with the Member’s scheduler or executive assistant. However, be aware 

that Members have incredibly busy schedules and may not be available to meet with 

you directly. A senator or representative will often defer his or her Legislative Assistant 

who handles your issue. These Legislative Assistants generally schedule their own 

appointments and are the prime advisors to the Member regarding legislation that falls 

within their area of expertise.  

  

  

Be Prompt and Patient: It is not uncommon for a Member of Congress to be late, or to 

have a meeting interrupted due to a crowded schedule. If the later occurs, be flexible 

and continue the meeting with staff present at the meeting.  

  

  

Be Prepared: Prepare succinct and well-organized briefing material to share with the 

Member and his or her staff. If possible, prepare a one or two page briefing memo 

summarizing your points that you can leave with the staff (See The Importance of Issue 

Awareness for more details).  

  

  

Be Responsive: Be prepared to answer questions and provide additional information. 

Follow-up the meeting with a thank-you letter outlining the different points addressed in 

the session, making sure to include any requested materials. 

http://www.usa.gov/Contact/Elected.shtml


Capitol Hill Map 
  

 

 



2014 Congressional Issue Brief 

 

 

1. Sequestration caused the grounding of 17 combat squadrons in April of 2013, at a time 

when the Air Force was already at historically low readiness levels. Sequestration is set to 

go back into effect in FY16, cutting over $500 billion over the next eight years. If 

sequestration does go into effect again, whole aircraft fleets will be retired, readiness will 

be at risk once again, recapitalization and modernization will be curtailed, and further end 

strength reduction of the smallest Air Force in our history could be considered. Our 

national security will be irreparably damaged. Congress must act in a bipartisan manner to 

develop a viable alternative to these disastrous cuts.  

 

1. The Air Force makes invaluable contributions to current operations through strike, lift, 

refueling, ISR, special operations, aero-medical evacuation, communications, and joint 

expeditionary taskings. The Air Force also serves as a critical deterrent to potential 

aggressors and will be a key asset in future engagements. 

 

2. The Air Force operates a fleet that averages roughly 26 years in age. The rapid 

proliferation of advanced anti-access weaponry will limit the Air Force’s ability to 

undertake key missions in the future if we do not modernize the fleet. Additionally, aging 

aircraft are expensive to maintain and involve numerous unknowns—the country’s security 

demands a modernized force. That is why it is critical to recapitalize aging fleets, such as 

the tankers, long range bombers, and tactical fighters.  

 

3. Air Force personnel are the backbone of the Service. It is critical that we take care of those 

who serve and those who have served. These individuals have earned their benefits and the 

nation must honor its commitment. However, as the Service Chiefs have all recently 

indicated, personnel compensation costs continue to grow at unsustainable rates, and, if 

unaddressed, they will consume our combat, training, and modernization funds over the 

next few decades. AFA believes we can ensure our servicemembers are competitively 

compensated so that Nation can recruit and retain the quality of Total Force Airmen our 

national security demands in an all-volunteer force.  

 

4. The Nation’s security and economic viability depends on a robust aerospace capability, in 

both military and civilian sectors. We need to bolster science, technology, engineering, and 

math education, the foundational elements upon which our aerospace capabilities are built. 

 


