
Community Partner Spotlight: Goodwill Manasota 

Veteran to hike the Appalachian Trail to Raise Awareness and 

Funds  

 

Starting on May 29, Chris Davis, a United States Army veteran, will begin the long 

journey across the east coast, covering the entirety of the Appalachian Trail. He is doing 

so to raise awareness and funds for The Goodwill Manasota American Veterans & Their 

Families Initiative. Individuals can support Chris by donating at the various levels per 

mile or in any donation amount they might choose. Goodwill Manasota just signed up as 

one of AFA’s newest Community Partners and has developed a relationship with the 

Sarasota Manatee chapter.  

 

Chris said, “When I was sitting in Afghanistan in 2002, I promised that if I lived through 

the war, I would walk the entire trail for a good cause.” 

 

Chris was deployed a total of seven times between Iraq and Afghanistan. His awards 

include two Bronze Star Medals, Combat Action Badge, and Master Parachutist Badge. 

He now works at Goodwill as their Program Manager for Veterans Initiatives at 

Goodwill Manasota. Chris wants to raise awareness about difficulty transitioning to 

civilian life after deployment. He suffered PTSD and struggled to acclimate to civilian 

life – he spent time both homeless and unemployed. Now he is doing great work with 

Goodwill Manasota and is about to graduate with a bachelor’s degree in Psychology 

from University of South Florida.  

 

His journey will begin in his hometown of Ellijay, Georgia and will take approximately 

five months. Chris is looking forward to reconnecting with his childhood home and 

surrounding areas.  

 

In an email with an AFA volunteer leader, Chris said, “I have the most profound respect 

for the Air Force and its fighting force because I’ve fought with them; I’ve worked with 

them, and, in one case, died with them. It will be my honor to walk and represent the Air 

Force Association.” 

 

Those wishing to donate or learn more about Chris’s upcoming walk should visit 

www.experiencegoodwill.org/events/goodwillwalking. This page will be updated 

throughout his journey to show his progress, as well as blog entries, videos, and photos. 

His trail journal can also be viewed at www.trailjournals.com/goodwillwalking. 
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