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Editor’s Note: The ninth season of 

Countdown to the Crown offers the most 

comprehensive scouting report of the 3-

year-old scene. Countdowntothecrown.com is the home each 

Friday from Jan. 3 through the Belmont Stakes, and Countdown 

keeps you appraised of the rising stars of the sophomore class 

from the maiden ranks through the Grade 1 stakes. 

 

 

NEW TO THE COLUMN THIS WEEK! 

WE ALSO KICK OFF COUNTDOWN 

TO THE QUEEN’S PLATE 
 

 

 

Three Things You Won’t Read 

Anywhere Else 
 

Opinions are like the conclusion of the NCAA basketball 

tournament. One shining moment makes you forget any 

mistakes. 

  

1. If you have a horse near the points bubble for the 

Kentucky Derby, here‟s who you are hoping don‟t run 

3rd this weekend: RIDE ON CURLIN, COMMISIONER or 

STRONG MANDATE in the Arkansas Derby, as well as 

HARRY‟S HOLIDAY and VINCEREMOS in the Blue Grass. 

You also want to see TAPITURE, already in, get the 1st or 

2nd points in Arkansas. The 1-2 finishers in both races 

are getting in for sure with 40-plus points awarded. 

 

2. CALIFORNIA CHROME (Art Sherman) is destined for 

Kentucky Derby favoritism in the win pool – not only for 

his smashing races, but his sellable story. From the 

Today Show to Nightly News, you‟re going to re-ride the 

train with Swaps like it was 1955 and all of America will 

be watching. This will be a fun observation in how much 

casual money flocks to the Derby win pool. The drive-by 

public enjoys a great story and gaudy win streaks and 

margins. 

 

3. WICKED STRONG (Jimmy Jerkens) has so much Sea 

Hero in him that I‟m hoping to talk Jerry Bailey out of 

retirement to ride. Hey, if Gary Stevens can do it … 

More on the „Hero comparisons in our reviews.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Week’s 

Fearless Forecast 
 

This section previews the coming attractions in 3-year-old 

stakes and undercard races. As is custom in Countdown each 

season, once the calendar flips to March, we focus 

exclusively on stakes races and only touch on undercard 

races in exceptional circumstances. 

 

- Blue Grass Stakes - 

(Saturday/Keeneland) 

 
 

Gripe all you want about synthetic surfaces, but Keeneland‟s 

final G1 Blue Grass in the Polytrack era lured 15 entrants and 

will have a capacity gate of 14 for the second straight year. 

The last 7 editions will have averaged 12 starters per year – 

good luck filling that gate next year on the dirt, where the 

options to run are more vast. If you are a bettor, the finale on 

Polytrack gives you one last shot in a race that‟s averaged a 

14-1 winner and $1,300 DIME superfecta over the surface. 

 

One last shot for Derby qualifying points is the quest for the 

horses involved, however. The top 2 finishers will secure 100 

and 40 points, respectively, and be safely in the field. 

Depending on who finishes 1-2-3-4, the race could produce 

as many as four Derby starters by my math. And, it‟s been a 

fruitful Triple Crown prep over the Polytrack with Derby and 
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Belmont winners, not to mention Derby, Preakness and 

Belmont-placed runners. 

 

The legions will tell you this is about Polytrack and/or turf 

mavens, but the numbers tell you to tap the brakes. The last 

6 Blue Grass winners were a combined 2-for-7 lifetime on 

synthetic surfaces prior – and 4-for-15 combined on turf. 

Hardly juggernaut numbers on either surface. As many dirt-

prepped runners have won the Blue Grass (3) as any other 

surface (3 turf, 1 synthetic). Monba, General Quarters and 

last year‟s winner Java‟s War all came off of dirt preps. In 

fact, last year‟s exacta was the dirt-prepped Java‟s War over 

Palace Malice, the eventual Belmont Stakes champion. 

 

I‟m not here to tell you the dirt horses have any advantage, 

but to dismiss them on a false notion that the turf and 

synthetic horses own the Blue Grass would be false. If you 

like VINCEREMOS (Todd Pletcher), but fear the service, 

consider he‟d be the third Tampa Bay Derby alum to win this 

race in the last 5 years. Pedigree-wise, he‟s more than 

capable on the synthetic on both sides of his gene pool – and 

Pletcher won this race going dirt-to-Poly with Monba in „08. 

 

It‟s also telling that Gulfstream turf runners have had very 

good success in this race as well, including winners 

Dullahan, Brilliant Speed and Stately Victor. The first 2, you 

may forget, also went on to place in Triple Crown events on 

dirt – so they were capable sorts on a variety of surfaces. 

The GP turf to Kee Poly angle this meet also has played well 

in the early going. So GALA AWARD (Todd Pletcher) would 

seem to give the barn a solid 1-2 punch with VINCEREMOS 

when you factor the Tampa or GP lawn angles. And I have to 

admit, I‟m bummed that Personal Ensign‟s talented 

grandson DIVINE OATH (also Todd Pletcher) once again 

failed to draw into a big prep field. He‟s in the also-eligible 

list Saturday after being excluded from the G3 Spiral on 

earnings. He has future star potential to me and actually 

would have been my pick had he drawn into the race. I‟d 

play him Saturday if he draws in as well, but for preview 

purposes and published picks, we‟ll assume he‟s not. The 

Pletcher camp seems well-covered / well-represented.  

 

The Blue Grass pace often tells the tale. If the 3 editions with 

an opening half-mile of :48 or less, the average winner has 

rallied from more than 7 lengths behind to win. That‟s cut in 

half to an average of 3.5 lengths behind at the half-mile 

marker in the events that went in :49-plus. No Blue Grass has 

been won wire to wire, though quality speed Hansen came 

close in 2012 as did Cowboy Cal in 2008. 

 

The front of this year‟s Blue Grass figures to include PABLO 

DEL MONTE (Wesley Ward), a 2-time sprint winner over the 

surface and out of the world-record setting 2YO dasher at 

Keeneland One Hot Wish; BOBBY‟S KITTEN (Chad Brown), 

the morning line favorite and front-end winner of 3 of his last 

4; and HARRY‟S HOLIDAY (Mike Maker), whose 3 wins all 

came sprinting and he nearly front-ended the G3 Spiral. This 

figures to be a pretty solid Blue Grass pace, and one that 

could go sub :48 if the track is on the quicker side. 

If that‟s the case, the deep closers would seem to be in tune 

for this year‟s Blue Grass. BOBBY‟S KITTEN rates the most 

talented horse in the field to me, but his ability to handle the 

distance and pace pressure make for legitimate reasons to 

stand against at smallish odds. The performances of his 

Tampa alumni from his allowance return since that race don‟t 

flatter his form either. I‟m going to trust that PABLO DEL 

MONTE takes him out of his game, but do note that no jockey 

in Polytrack history at Keeneland has come close to the 

front-end success of Javier Castellano. He‟s been a maestro 

riding the front, and if BOBBY‟S KITTEN somehow gets left 

alone, Castellano will have horse left in the lane, be sure. 

 

ASSERTING BEAR (Reade Baker) is well-drawn inside with a 

solid grinding style that could play nicely in this race shape. 

Look for him to have a big chance to light the tote at big 

odds, but be susceptible to a more brilliant, turn of foot 

closer if the pace is as solid as I predict. COASTLINE (Mark 

Casse) also projects to get a similar trip and has run well on 

multiple surfaces. He has worked well here for a barn that is 

going very well at the young meet. 

 

The two late runners that I think have the best shot to rocket 

by them all late are DANCE WITH FATE (Peter Eurton) and 

MEDAL COUNT (Dale Romans). Both were well-beaten on a 

very fast track at the Breeders‟ Cup last fall, but both are 

much better than those running lines show. The Blue Grass 

figures to be more in their element. 

 

MEDAL COUNT really impressed last week when jockey 

Robby Albarado cut the corner in the G3 Transylvania 

Stakes. He turned in a brilliant ride and it was what this 

underachieving Dynaformer colt needed. The sire also had 

2011 Blue Grass winner Brilliant Speed. Yes, MEDAL COUNT 

is running back quickly on short rest – but some horses 

thrive on racing. Watch him closely in the paddock and post 

parade for any clues. He would not surprise me at all to 

wheel right back and score, though I prefer a few others. 

He‟ll be included in exotics for sure. 

 

DANCE WITH FATE is the late runner I fancy. He was so 

versatile at age 2, going short or long, dirt or synthetic. At 3, 

he added turf to his forte and then ran a bang-up second in 

the G3 El Camino Real Derby when he simply was moved on 

way too soon. The rider change to Corey Nakatani, long a 

jockey I have thought to be among the top 2-3 finishers in 

the game, will be a tremendous asset. The price figures to 

be right, and while TAMARANDO tanked badly in the G3 

Spiral after beating DANCE WITH FATE in Northern 

California, he ran too poorly to believe that it was simply 

about those horses not being good enough. 

 

Get more on the Blue Grass by visiting page 107 of the Count-

down to the Crown Preseason Annual here. 

 
Blue Grass selections:  

W) DANCE WITH FATE; P) VINCEREMOS;  

S) MEDAL COUNT  

*alternate win pick DIVINE OATH if he draws into race. 

http://issuu.com/horseplayernow/docs/c2c_final_merge
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- Arkansas Derby - 

(Saturday/Oaklawn Park) 

 
 
Saturday’s G1 $1 million Arkansas Derby lured a field of 9 

and there‟s very little filler in this deep cast. And why would 

there be, considering the top 4 finishers in the G2 Rebel 

finished within 2-1/2 lengths, and the winner 

HOPPERTUNITY (Bob Baffert) opted not to return for the 

series finale? In his place, the Baffert barn sends out the 

promising, but completely untested BAYERN. 

 

There will be sentiment for and against TAPITURE (Steve 

Asmussen) based on the tumultuous past month for the barn. 

That‟s neither here nor there for Arkansas Derby discussion, 

however, as judging TAPITURE strictly on his seasonal 

merits makes him clearly the horse to beat on Saturday. He 

was dynamic in victory in the G3 Southwest, game in defeat 

during a rugged stretch run when second in the G2 Rebel 

and has continued to train forwardly since then. He‟s a 

maternal grandson of Olympio, who won this very race in 

1991, and has yet to miss the board in six attempts. Among a 

deep cast in the Arkansas Derby, TAPITURE simply has the 

fewest holes in his resume among the major contenders. 

 

BAYERN could vie for favoritism based on Baffert‟s 

immaculate ship-and-strike rate at Oaklawn in recent years. 

He scored here 2 years ago with the lightly raced 

Bodemeister in a dominant fashion that made him a Kentucky 

Derby favorite. You could stake the claim that the only horse 

in America with any chance of supplanting CALIFORNIA 

CHROME (Art Sherman) as the Kentucky Derby favorite 

would be BAYERN. He‟s won both starts by 18-plus lengths 

combined and a total beatdown of his foes in Arkansas could 

make him the Derby darling with Baffert and Gary Stevens 

and a gaudy record taking money away from the less-

decorated „CHROME connections. 

 

But that‟s all moot if BAYERN doesn‟t bring the big stick to 

Arkansas. He certainly won‟t be short on pedigree, even if 

his foundation leaves him wanting. He‟s grandson to both 

Wild Again and Thunder Gulch, meaning there‟s Breeders‟ 

Cup Classic, Kentucky Derby and Belmont Stakes trophies 

high up on his lineage. Under the conditions of the Arkansas 

Derby, BAYERN and several others carry just 118 pounds, 4 

less than TAPITURE and some of the existing stakes winners. 

Over 9 furlongs and a deep track that has been demanding 

on runners all season, that won‟t hurt the cause for those 

getting a weight allowance. But I can‟t bet him Saturday. 

 

BAYERN could set the Arkansas Derby pace, but to do so 

he‟ll need to out-foot STRONG MANDATE (D. Wayne Lukas) 

in the early going. They are drawn widest of all, with 

STRONG MANDATE leaving from post 9. With Joel Rosario 

abandoning the mount, Lukas turns to Luis Saez, his regular 

rider on last year‟s champion 3YO Will Take Charge, who is 

in town for the Oaklawn Handicap. Lukas has spent the 

season trying to get STRONG MANDATE to relax more to no 

real avail. I think you‟ll see that experiment fully scrapped 

on Saturday and a return to the tactics that saw this colt wire 

sprinters at Saratoga last summer. It‟s similar to Oxbow a 

year ago in that Lukas toyed with tactics and then went back 

to what he did best – blaze – when the chips were down. 

STRONG MANDATE needs chips, as in Derby qualifying 

points – and won‟t have the luxury of returning to his 

preferred tactics next time if he doesn‟t rebound on 

Saturday. Note Lukas went to an old-school, 3-furlong 

blowout workout on Tuesday of this week – shorter than 

previous drills, and not exactly the intent of stamina. 

 

STRONG MANDATE and BAYERN could duke it out, leaving 

TAPITURE in a nice spot just behind the pacemakers. The 

expected extra heat up front bodes less well for G2 Rebel 

third RIDE ON CURLIN (Billy Gowan), who figures to be out-

footed by those 2 early if they seek to take control. His papa 

Curlin won this race in 2007 en route to a Preakness score. 

 

If things warm up on the front end as expected, the 

beneficiary could be a more patient COMMISSIONER (Todd 

Pletcher). The barn also sends likely overmatched sprinter 

DANZA into the mix, though for different owners, but no less 

a contributor to a fast pace.  I‟ve loved COMMISSIONER 

since age 2 and admit he‟s disappointed me in his two stakes 

bids since beating the superb foe TOP BILLING (Shug 

McGaughey) in a Gulfstream allowance. He‟s back on 20 

days‟ rest from a third in the Sunland Derby in which he had 

trouble at the start and the speed held 1-2 throughout. He 

gets that aforementioned, 4-pound allowance and Hall of 

Fame jockey Mike Smith would seem a tremendous fit for his 

style and likely trip. Pletcher has won this race 3 times, 

including last year with Overanalyze, who was a similarly 

disappointing early season 3YO who put it together. Smith 

piloted ship-in Ark Derby winners Gayego and Bodemeister 

(2008, „12), and long has been a Hot Springs heavyweight. 

 

Obviously another horse hoping for a hot pace is 

CONQUEST TITAN (Mark Casse). He‟s drilled fast since a 

non-threatening fourth in the G2 Tampa Bay Derby and has 

proven capable of picking up the pieces. His barnmate 

THUNDERGRAM could help push the tempo for him, too. 

Calvin Borel takes the mount and that obviously makes for a 

pretty good pairing in styles. I can‟t fault those who like this 

horse based on the pace set-up if you‟ve liked him all along. 

I just haven‟t had the confidence in his late run that some do. 

 

TAPITURE at 9-5 in the morning line and BAYERN at 2-1 seem 

to be in line. And I rank them both very high in my Top 20. 

But COMMISSIONER at 8-1 offers the value. 

 

For more on the Arkansas Derby visit p105 of the Countdown 

to the Crown Preseason Annual simply by clicking this link. 

 
Arkansas Derby selections: W) COMMISSIONER;  

P) TAPITURE; S) BAYERN. 

http://issuu.com/horseplayernow/docs/c2c_final_merge
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$$$ 

 

We keep ourselves honest here all season long with our 

most recent and cumulative stats for top choices (starts: 

wins-seconds-thirds).  

 

Top choices WICKED STRONG (Jimmy Jerkens) scored our 

best upset win of the season in the Wood Memorial, while 

second-choice CALIFORNIA CHROME (Art Sherman) scored 

the SA Derby as top pick CANDY BOY (John Sadler) settled 

for third. We‟re now 6: 2-2-2 the past 3 weeks and heating up 

at the right time. 

 

Last week‟s selections: 2: 1-0-1 

Season selections: 30: 5-7-7. 

 

 
 

Get Jeremy’s best bets on top  

3-year-old races – as well as national horses to 

watch daily from our respected team of 

handicappers – in the BUZZ report! 

 

Everyone’s a Critic 
 

This section reviews the week that was in the 3-year-old 

ranks. As with our preview section, now that we‟re past 

March, it takes an exceptional performance or noteworthy 

tie to include maiden or allowance races. 
 

Stakes Races 

 

 
 
Saturday’s G1 $1 million Santa Anita Derby turned out to 

be a one-horse show, after all (video). Most – including me – 

considered the 8-horse lineup really the big troika plus 5. 

But CALIFORNIA CHROME (Art Sherman) showed 

superiority on this day over HOPPERTUNITY (Bob Baffert) 

and CANDY BOY (John Sadler), and clearly marches toward 

Churchill Downs as the favorite for Kentucky Derby 140. 

 

He was fast (1:47.52 for 1 1/8 miles), faster than even I‟ll 

Have Another two years ago (1:47.88). In fact, you have to go 

back to Bellamy Road‟s 2005 Wood Memorial to find a faster 

major Derby prep (1:47.16). And while we wondered if I‟ll 

Have Another and Bellamy Road would bounce off their big 

performances – one did, one didn‟t – there seems to be 

more trust that this iron horse can continue stringing them 

together.  

 

My prep rankings have been pretty accurate over the years, 

and according to my list in 2014, he just followed up the best 

prep of the season – the San Felipe – with the new best prep 

of the season. Last year, Orb and Itsmyluckyday had the 1-2 

rated preps and wound up the Derby winner and Preakness 

runner-up. Two years ago, it was Bodemeister and I‟ll Have 

Another 1-2 and they wound up the Derby and Preakness 

exactas. 

 

No horse has had the top 2 preps in Countdown history, 

though Eskendereya came close with the 1-3 performances 

of 2010. Unless something sensational happens this week in 

the Arkansas Derby or Blue Grass, CALIFORNIA CHROME 

will have cemented himself in the Countdown Hall of Fame. 

 

The splits were equally impressive and rhythmic in 22.89, 

24.13, 23.79, 24.22 and 12.49. Victor Espinoza geared him 

down late and he could have gone a few ticks quicker the 

last eighth, no doubt. The margin read 5-1/4 lengths back to 

HOPPERTUNITY and another 3-1/2 to CANDY BOY. These 

were the G2 Rebel and G2 Lewis winners in his wake, who 

just happen to have now the No. 3 and No. 4-top ranked 

preps I‟ve scouted this season. To manhandle these 2 was 

impressive. And while CALIFORNIA CHROME has speed in 

his recent starts, he was a confirmed closer earlier in his 

career; lest we forget. That versatility allows him some 

margin for error, which could have come with a step-slow 

start Saturday and potential shuffle back in a crowded Derby 

starting gate. 

 

I would say I misread the big 3 in this race by about 3 

lengths apiece. CALIFORNIA CHROME was 3 lengths better 

than I thought he would be, not having to be cranked for this 

race and coming off a max effort in the San Felipe. 

HOPPERTUNITY was 3 lengths better than I thought he would 

be after a rough stretch run in the Rebel and 2 road trips on 

the season. And CANDY BOY was 3 lengths worse than I 

thought he would be, exiting a layoff of 2 months but in need 

of the race more than others. If you shuffle the margins to 

account for those 3 lengths, you get CALIFORNIA CHROME 

by 2 ¼ over HOPPERTUNITY and 2 ¾ over CANDY BOY. 

Even so, it shows that he‟s got a margin of error against 

these horses to work with heading to Kentucky even if he‟s 

not at his best and they improve. It‟s going to come down to 

how they bounce out of this race and move forward as to 

what we do with them in Louisville. All 3 appear very 

legitimate and this set really harkens to that 2012 west coast 

class that ran 1-2-5 in the Derby and 1-2-3 in the Preakness.  

 

HOPPERTUNITY once again galloped out like a beast, which 

has been his hallmark, and he looks to be Bob Baffert‟s 

legitimate distance threat – ala a Lookin At Lucky or 

Pioneerof The Nile, who won the 2010 Preakness and ran 2nd 

in the 2009 Derby, respectively. He‟s of that cut, with a 

pedigree and style that doesn‟t commit him to the speed 

duels that can toast lesser hopefuls. I was very impressed by 

him in defeat, and he could be the value play come 

Louisville with any forward progress in his training. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a10u6V_Ldus&list=UUwfDNxjL1VPZ8iFyAVUQqZA
http://www.horseplayernow.com
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There is no doubt in my mind that CANDY BOY is better than 

the horse we saw all-out to salvage third and perhaps eek 

his way into the Derby field. Give credit to Gary Stevens for 

a hard-trying finish to secure those points. CANDY BOY 

raced too close to the pace, perhaps because of his 

freshness from the layoff, or perhaps by rider‟s choice…not 

wanting CALIFORNIA CHROME to slip away. When DUBLIN 

UP went to the front, it had to surprise everyone involved, 

including Stevens, who didn‟t have to do the dirty work, 

after all; but he would up in a bad spot nonetheless. Watch 

his training closely between now and Derby Day; if Sadler 

gets him cranked to the hilt, he remains a major threat and 

now at a much more inflated price – think Monarchos after 

his 2001 Wood loss or Thunder Gulch after the 1995 Blue 

Grass. The talent remains. 

 

Get more historical trends and significance on the Santa Anita 

Derby by visiting page 103 of the Countdown to the Crown 

Preseason Annual simply by clicking this link. 
 

 

 
 
Saturday’s G1 $1 million Wood Memorial either came one 

race too soon or just in the nick of time for WICKED STRONG 

(Jimmy Jerkens). If my eyeballs see it correctly and my mind 

recalls it with accuracy, this was a Sea Hero performance 

from the 1993 Kentucky Derby. A very good New York 2YO 

flails badly in Florida for an understated, veteran trainer who 

is frustrated by his performances. He comes north and 

immediately perks up, flashing back to that juvenile promise 

in the cooler climate. He‟s bred for the distance, and visually 

he wins by nearly an identical margin while making the 

pounce at nearly the same spot just after a mile was run. The 

only differences are that Sea Hero moved to the inside and 

Wicked Strong to the outside – and, of course, one came in 

April and the other on the first Saturday in May. 

 

I was hopeful WICKED STRONG could run that race and 

tabbed him here in Countdown last week. But the confidence 

level was low, and even I had not gone down the Sea Hero 

path prior to seeing the Wood. From Sea Hero‟s biggest fan 

and supporter, that‟s an admission of truth right there. 

 

But the visions of Sea Hero popped in my head as I watched 
the stride late in the Wood from WICKED STRONG (video). It 

was an instant connection mentally, and it made me go back 

and watch the replays of the 1993 Derby. The pictures 

backed up the brain – and I have to tell you it‟s exciting to 

see WICKED STRONG now, not simply a hopeful tab at what 

figured to be value-based odds. If he improves at all, he can 

win the 2014 Kentucky Derby in a year begging for a horse 

who can finish late in a race. The final Derby work for him 

will be interesting to see his come-home split and gallop-

out. Don‟t expect a fast overall time, but rather you want to 

see a sharp finish and flourish beyond the line. 

 

Certainly detractors will point to the clock and have some 

cause for pause. The final 3 furlongs in 38.92 does not 

impress – but after a trio of 23s on the splits, the contested 

pace began to wane. WICKED STRONG was only 4 lengths 

off that solid tempo, so it is not as though he picked apart a 

fall-apart group. The final time of 1:49.31 was about 6 lengths 

faster than runaway G2 Gazelle winner My Miss Sophia 

posted en route to the Kentucky Oaks. 

 

As many as 4 Wood alumni could see action in Louisville. 

Runner-up SAMRAAT (Rick Violette) suffered his first loss in 

6 career starts, but lost little in defeat. The Gotham champ 

broke very alert, relaxed in hand for jockey Jose Ortiz, and 

really came under a drive for almost 3 furlongs while trying 

to reel in the razor-sharp speedball SOCIAL INCLUSION 

(Manny Azpurua). Ortiz was in the bike pedaling hard at the 

top of the lane and SAMRAAT appeared to manage on guts 

and want as he did not have an explosion in him. That grind 

could serve him well in the Derby. I don‟t rank him ahead of 

some of this crop‟s more brilliant types, but he has proven 

his worth and appears destined for a top-half run May 3. 

 

SOCIAL INCLUSION simply ran his eyeballs out in defeat 

while third. He ran hard to compensate for a wide post draw, 

set a strong tempo with no real breathers and made that 

kick-clear move at the quarter-pole that often busts open 

races. But instead of spurting to glory like CALIFORNIA 

CHROME, he lost his steam after the quick-pop and came 

back to earth just a bit. He ran better than a similar-prepped 

Verrazano did in winning last year‟s Wood Memorial to 

remain unbeaten, by comparison. With the way this year‟s 

Derby field is shaping up, it would be potential disaster for 

SOCIAL INCLUSION to be thrown into that mix short on 

foundation and with so much pace pressure. This is a highly 

legitimate fresh face for the Preakness if they wait for the 

next step, and I almost hope the points work that way to 

force the hand of the connections. Come to Baltimore with 6 

weeks between starts and scare the daylights out of them. 

 

UNCLE SIGH (Gary Contessa) perhaps saw his Derby 

dreams dashed by finishing fifth and failing to add to his 

point total. But he‟s run with SAMRAAT enough to have 

proven his worth in this crop and would fit among the Derby 

field as well as many. He broke with a little leap in the Wood 

and the field got away from him in a few jumps. That was 

totally out of his element, and yet he didn‟t pack in the tent. 

Sometimes a mistake is what a horse needs in order to get an 

education, and he did in the Wood while stuck wide. 

Contessa vows to add blinkers for the Derby if they make it 

in. He, too, would be an interesting Preakness player as Plan 

B. While UNCLE SIGH didn‟t exactly set the stretch afire with 

a late rush, he did finish with enough interest to encourage 

some after his lethargic start. 

 

Get more historical trends and significance on the Wood 

Memorial by visiting page 102 of the Countdown to the Crown 

Preseason Annual simply by clicking this link. 
 

 

http://issuu.com/horseplayernow/docs/c2c_final_merge
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4jwGXrXETc
http://issuu.com/horseplayernow/docs/c2c_final_merge
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Minor Stakes 

 

The Triple Crown could have picked up a late player in last 

Friday‟s Transylvania Stakes on the Keeneland Polytrack. 

MEDAL COUNT (Dale Romans) punched in nicely late to win 

the off-the-turf contest and remind us of his promise from 

age 2. He was my Breeders‟ Cup Juvenile pick, after all, and 

Romans said afterward that he‟s always been high on the colt 

and he‟d have been in one of the major preps if not for 

owner B. Wayne Hughes‟ choice to go conservative. They‟ll 

go all-in this week to make the Derby when they wheel back 

quickly in the G1 Blue Grass over the same surface at 

Keeneland. Don‟t be shocked if lightning strikes twice. 

 

G2 Tampa Bay Derby upsetter RING WEEKEND (Graham 

Motion) found life as the hunted a bit different when a non-

threatening second in Saturday‟s listed Calder Derby. 

Snuggly in the Derby field on points, he didn‟t need a 

breakout effort by any means, but few had OUR CARAVAN 

(Michael Dilger) blowing him out after double-digit length 

losses in the Holy Bull and Fountain of Youth.  

 

You have to say this about this past Saturday‟s results: it was 

a very good weekend for the Florida Derby alumni while 

back at their barns. WICKED STRONG had been no match 

for CONSTITUTION or CAIRO PRINCE before his Wood 

rebound; MEDAL COUNT was handled by WILDCAT RED 

and GENERAL A ROD before the Transylvania; and OUR 

CARAVAN was nowhere to be found against CAIRO PRINCE, 

WILDCAT RED or GENERAL A ROD before heading across 

town to Calder. And, in case you missed it: COUP DE GRACE 

(Chad Brown) scored the G3 Bay Shore on the Wood 

undercard after being bombed by CAIRO PRINCE in 

Florida. That‟s 4 preps in a single day all flattering the 

Florida Derby form – worth noting. 

 

Where Are They Headed? 
 

This section projects the fields for upcoming key 3YO preps. 

Horses listed for the Kentucky Derby are finished prepping 

and “in the clubhouse,” so to speak. I‟m counting 18 right 

now with firm convictions to run and finished prepping. 
 

KENTUCKY DERBY (CD, 5/3): WE MISS ARTIE, 

CONSTITUTION, GENERAL A ROD, WILDCAT RED, CAIRO 

PRINCE, CHITU, MIDNIGHT HAWK,VICAR‟S IN TROUBLE, 

INTENSE HOLIDAY, COMMANDING CURVE, WICKED 

STRONG, SAMRAAT, UNCLE SIGH, SOCIAL INCLUSION, 

CALIFORNIA CHROME, HOPPERTUNITY, CANDY BOY, RING 

WEEKEND.  

 

 

Just Wynn, Baby 

 
 
Full Wynn Las Vegas Derby odds here.  

 

Last week we advised buying WICKED STRONG at 55-1 

before the Wood Memorial, and that paid off in spades if you 

did as he‟s now all the way down to 11-1. COMMISSIONER at 

40-1 would be worth getting in front of this week before the 

G1 Arkansas Derby. If he runs top 3, he‟s a sneaky shot in 

Louisville at probably about half this price. 

 

When visiting Vegas, no one takes better care of players 

than John Avello and staff at Wynn. Stop by and tell them 

Countdown sent you! 

 

 

 

 

High Fives 
 

Jeremy Plonk‟s Top-5 rated performances by class so far this 

season (Dec. 26-present). 

 

Stakes Race 

1. CALIFORNIA CHROME (SA Derby, 4/5) *NEW* 

2. CALIFORNIA CHROME (San Felipe, 3/8)  

3. CANDY BOY (Lewis Memorial, SA, 2/8)   

4. HOPPERTUNITY (Rebel, OP 3/14)  

5. TAPITURE (Southwest, OP, 2/17) 

 

Jeremy Plonk is owner of HorseplayerNOW.com and 

Countdowntothecrown.com. You can E-mail him at 

Jeremy@Horseplayernow.com 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

http://www.horseplayernow.com/images/WYNNKD.pdf
mailto:Jeremy@Horseplayernow.com
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Jeremy Plonk’s Top 20 
Each horse name links to his Equibase.com biography and stats page. 

 

CALIFORNIA CHROME 
Trainer: Art Sherman 

Winter Home: Los Alamitos (Cal.) 

Difficult to keep him from this spot now.  

INTENSE HOLIDAY 
Trainer: Todd Pletcher 

Winter Home: Palm Meadows 

Probably inches up my charts & tickets. 

 

HOPPERTUNITY 
Trainer: Bob Baffert 

Winter Home: Santa Anita (Cal.) 

LOVED his SA Derby 2nd & progression.  

SAMRAAT 
Trainer: Rick Violette 

Winter Home: Palm Meadows (Fla.) 

Honest grinder vs. toughies, which works. 

 

CONSTITUTION 
Trainer: Todd Pletcher 

Winter Home: Palm Meadows 

Big-time form flattery from Wood result.  

CHITU 
Trainer: Bob Baffert 

Winter Home: Santa Anita (CA) 

Don’t think he’s Bodemeister, but upside. 

 

TAPITURE 
Trainer: Steve Asmussen 

Winter Home: now based Oaklawn (Ark.) 

Home-field edge/experience vs. Bayern.  

COMMISSIONER  
Trainer: Todd Pletcher 

Winter Home: Palm Meadows (Fla.) 

Expecting him to relax for Smith in Ark. 

 

CANDY BOY 
Trainer: John Sadler 

Winter Home: Santa Anita (Cal.) 

Disappointed by SA effort, but faithful.  

STRONG MANDATE 
Trainer: D. Wayne Lukas  

Winter Home: Oaklawn Park (Ark.) 

Real talent, but has been losing “it” factor. 

 

WICKED STRONG 
Trainer: Jimmy Jerkens 

Winter Home: Palm Meadows (Fla.) 

That’s the way you want to see one win.  

COMMANDING CURVE 
Trainer: Dallas Stewart 

Winter Home: Fair Grounds 

Points working against chances right now. 

 

BAYERN 
Trainer: Bob Baffert  

Winter Home: Santa Anita (Cal.) 

Kind of horse Baffert rocks Oaklawn with.  

VICAR’S IN TROUBLE 
Trainer: Mike Maker 

Winter Home: Fair Grounds/Gulfstream 

Not fast enough to blitz Derby, fader? 

 

GENERAL A ROD 
Trainer: Mike Maker 

Winter Home: Gulfstream Park (Fla.) 

Best pedigree of the remaining Fla foes.  

RING WEEKEND 
Trainer: Graham Motion 

Winter Home: Palm Meadows (Fla.) 

Not what you wanted to see at Calder. 

 

CAIRO PRINCE 
Trainer: Kiaran McLaughlin 

Winter Home: Palm Meadows (Fla.) 

Points situation looking more tenuous.  

WE MISS ARTIE 
Trainer: Todd Pletcher 

Winter Home: Palm Meadows (Fla.) 

Handles dirt fine, but 10F a bigger issue. 

 

WILDCAT RED 
Trainer: Jose Garoffalo 

Winter Home: Gulfstream Park (Fla.) 

Horses he’s beaten have proven solid.  

MIDNIGHT HAWK 
Trainer: Bob Baffert 

Winter Home: Santa Anita (Cal.) 

Preakness or shorter may be best forecast. 

http://www.equibase.com/profiles/Results.cfm?type=Horse&refno=9074807&registry=T
http://www.equibase.com/profiles/Results.cfm?type=Horse&refno=9127991&registry=T
http://www.equibase.com/profiles/Results.cfm?type=Horse&refno=9122103&registry=T
http://www.equibase.com/profiles/Results.cfm?type=Horse&refno=9209848&registry=T
http://www.equibase.com/profiles/Results.cfm?type=Horse&refno=9063102&registry=T
http://www.equibase.com/profiles/Results.cfm?type=Horse&refno=9089783&registry=T
http://www.equibase.com/profiles/Results.cfm?type=Horse&refno=9159925&registry=T
http://www.equibase.com/profiles/Results.cfm?type=Horse&refno=9111500&registry=T
http://www.equibase.com/profiles/Results.cfm?type=Horse&refno=9155677&registry=T
http://www.equibase.com/profiles/Results.cfm?type=Horse&refno=9073527&registry=T
http://www.equibase.com/profiles/Results.cfm?type=Horse&refno=9116105&registry=T
http://www.equibase.com/profiles/Results.cfm?type=Horse&refno=9095451&registry=T
http://www.equibase.com/profiles/Results.cfm?type=Horse&refno=9116772&registry=T
http://www.equibase.com/profiles/Results.cfm?type=Horse&refno=9095298&registry=T
http://www.equibase.com/profiles/Results.cfm?type=Horse&refno=9075956&registry=T
http://www.equibase.com/profiles/Results.cfm?type=Horse&refno=9108307&registry=T
http://www.equibase.com/profiles/Results.cfm?type=Horse&refno=9178753&registry=T
http://www.equibase.com/profiles/Results.cfm?type=Horse&refno=9178571&registry=T
http://www.equibase.com/profiles/Results.cfm?type=Horse&refno=9121497&registry=T
http://www.equibase.com/profiles/Results.cfm?type=Horse&refno=9125338&registry=T
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By Jeremy Plonk

Exclusive to Countdowntothecrown.com 

and Woodbineracetrack.com 

 

Editor’s Note: The debut season of 

Countdown to the Queen’s Plate comes on 

the heels of the ninth year of its sister 

scouting report, Countdown to the Crown. Fans can visit 

Countdowntothecrown.com for weekly updates through the 

Woodbine Oaks, Queen’s Plate and the US racing Triple 

Crown. Both reports are updated each Friday. 

 

This Week’s 

Fearless Forecast 
 

This section previews the coming attractions in 3-year-old 

stakes and undercard races for the Queen’s Plate and 

Woodbine Oaks contenders. To watch Woodbine live 

racing, click here any racing day: 

http://www.woodbineentertainment.com/Woodbine/Racing

/Pages/LiveRacing.aspx. 

 

 

Later today (Friday), Keeneland features a pair of Woodbine 

Oaks nominees. Cup and Saucer runner-up COOL FAITH 

(Paul Attard) appears in a 1-1/16 miles Polytrack allowance 

in Race 8 – but has drawn wretchedly in post 12. Meanwhile, 

SPRING BLOSSOM (Todd Pletcher) takes on 1-1/16 miles 

maiden special weight competition in Race 6 on the same 

card. She is out of the multiple G2-winning millionaire 

Miraculous Miss, but has been outrun in 2 dirt sprints so far.  

 

The opening day Saturday program at Woodbine features a 

Race 10 turf allowance sprint with several possible Queen’s 

Plate implications. BEAR’S REALITY (Reade Baker) returns to 

the scene of his well-bet debut win Dec. 1 and meets fellow 

blowout MSW winner EIGHTY NINE RED (Michael DePaulo), 

away since his Nov. 24 breakout score in his second outing. 

Meanwhile, FIGY’S MOBIL PRIDE (Vito Armata) shortens the 

trip in his 2014 return after a pair of allowance route placings 

last fall. The field also includes QP nom GROM (Robert 

Geri), fourth in the Clarendon last summer before going off 

form in the fall. I like GROM’s work pattern for this and 

expect a forward move. 

 

Woobine’s Saturday card also includes a Race 7 maiden turf 

sprint where Woobine Oaks nominee SANDYS HURRICANE 

(John Simms) makes her second career start. The Alphabet 

Soup filly wintered at Tampa since her debut seventh at 

Woodbine. 

 

Saturday’s Keeneland Race 4 maiden special weight route on 

the Polytrack includes Woodbine Oaks nominee 

GANANOQUE (Paul Attard), a well-bred Bernardini filly 

making her first start since being beaten favorite in a Nov. 23 

MSW route at Woodbine. She’s from a royal female family 

that includes Ogygian and Arkansas Derby runner-up 

Lookingforthebigone. 

 

Also at Keeneland on Saturday, Queen’s Plate nominee 

INDIAN GUIDE (Mark Casse) seeks graduation day in a Race 

5 MSW at 7 furlongs. The late-running 2YO nibbler by 

Cowboy Cal goes for a hot barn at the Keeneland stand and 

projects nicely down the road for distance. He could be one 

to watch. The barn also sends out first timer and QP nom OIL 

STRIKE (Mark Casse). The dam Double Date hails from a 

wonderful Pin Oak Stud female family that includes horses 

like Molson Million hero Peaks And Valleys, Alternation and 

more. The Saturday Kee card also offers Race 7 MSW routers 

a chance to graduate, including QP nom BUTTERFLY STRIKE 

(Malcolm Pierce), a well-beaten debut seventh in a fast dirt 

race at Fair Grounds. 

 

Queen’s Plate nominee SMART SPREE (Mark Frostad), who 

tired behind eventual Florida Derby champ Constitution in 

his career debut, finds some easier company Saturday at 

Gulfstream Park in a Race 9 turf route MSW. 

 

Sunday’s Woodbine card tests Woodbine Oaks nominee 

MAYTHEFOURTHBWITHU (Robert Tiller) in her ’14 return in 

a Race 4 allowance sprint. The Silent Name filly won her 

debut before finishing fourth in the Fanfreluche Stakes. A 

Race 10 MSW dash for the boys has QP nom SPANISH RIVER 

(Frank Huerte) in his second lifetime start, following a debut 

second in mid-December. The lineup also includes QP nom 

RED FEVER (John Mattine). 

 

 

 

-more- 

 

 

Join the Horse Player NOW team at this year's  

Queen's Plate once again to learn the game! 

http://www.woodbineentertainment.com/Woodbine/Racing/Pages/LiveRacing.aspx
http://www.woodbineentertainment.com/Woodbine/Racing/Pages/LiveRacing.aspx
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- Blue Grass Stakes - 

(Saturday/Keeneland) 

 
 

Saturday’s G1 $750,000 Blue Grass Stakes at Keeneland 

lured a capacity field of 14 for the track’s signature 3-year-

old race. For a complete look at the 1 1/8 miles test, see the 

preview section in Countdown to the Crown. 

 

In our Countdown to the Queen’s Plate feature, we’re 

interested in QP nominees ASSERTING BEAR (Reade Baker) 

and COLTIMUS PRIME (Justin Nixon). They drew posts 1 and 

6, respectively, in the Keeneland debut for both. 

 

ASSERTING BEAR, winner of the 1 1/8 miles Coronation 

Futurity at Woodbine at age 2, competed through the winter 

from his Florida base and held his own in a pair of 

respectable finishes. Beaten less than 6 combined lengths in 

the G3 Sam F. Davis and G3 Spiral, he showed versatility on 

turf and Polytrack while employing a steady-tempo style that 

was his hallmark as a juvenile. That plays well over long 

trips, and projects well for ASSERTING BEAR when he 

returns north to bid the Plate. Baker has run ASSERTING 

BEAR back in blinkers for each start this season and keeps 

them on in the Blue Grass, where he projects to get no worse 

than a mid-pack trip from the rail. He was beaten less than 2 

lengths in the Spiral by Blue Grass rivals Harry’s Holiday 

and Coastline, and only a nose farther than that by 2014 

Queen’s Plate winter book favorite WE MISS ARTIE (Todd 

Pletcher). 

 

ASSERTING BEAR may match up more favorably Saturday in 

the Blue Grass than his fellow QP nominee COLTIMUS 

PRIME. The Milwaukee Brew colt, second in the Display 

Stakes while setting the tempo at Woodbine in December, 

has yet to show he can relax and tackle top horses. I do like 

to see Palm Beach Downs winter-based horses on this 

Keeneland Polytrack, and his damsire Distorted Humor is a 

wonderful sprint sire over this surface historically. But if his 

Tampa Bay Derby effort was a true barometer (albeit on 

dirt), COLTIMUS PRIME could be a no-lead, no-pass situation 

in the Blue Grass, and that’s usually a recipe for a struggle. 

 

Get more on the Blue Grass by visiting page 107 of the Count-

down to the Crown Preseason Annual here. 

 

 
Blue Grass selections:  

W) DANCE WITH FATE; P) VINCEREMOS;  

S) MEDAL COUNT  

*alternate win pick DIVINE OATH if he draws into race. 

 
$$$ 

 

We keep ourselves honest here all season long with our 

most recent and cumulative stats for top choices (starts: 

wins-seconds-thirds).  

 
Last week’s C2QP selections: 0: 0-0-0 

Season selections: 0: 0-0-0. 

 

 
 

Get Jeremy’s best bets on top  

3-year-old races – as well as national horses to 

watch daily from our respected team of 

handicappers – in the BUZZ report! 

 

 

Everyone’s a Critic 
 

This section reviews the week that was in the 3YO ranks. 

 
Allowance Races 

 

HEART TO HEART (Brian Lynch) turned heads Wednesday 

with a dazzling, wire-to-wire turf mile allowance win in Race 

6 at Keeneland. The English Channel colt drew away by 

more than 6 lengths over a field that included promising 

runner-up Jessica’s Star. Runner-up in the Vandal at age 2, 

HEART TO HEART failed to carry his speed 9 furlongs when 

tiring to fourth in the Coronation Futurity at season’s end. But 

new trainer Lynch, who took over for Mike Stidham, appears 

to have this one vastly improved off the comeback win and 

he might be able to outrun a bit of distance questions on the 

damside of the pedigree. The only hint of caution to this 

Wednesday win: the Keeneland turf has played extremely 

kind to early speed to open the meet. Nonetheless it was a 

sparkling return at 3, while fellow Queen’s Plate nominee 

ANGRY MOON (Eddie Kenneally) was a lethargic last of 7 

throughout. That Churchill Downs maiden breaker from 

November has failed to advance in 3 starts since. 

 
Maiden Races 

 

Queen’s Plate nominee MAJESTIC SUNSET (Mark Casse) 

appears to be improving the right way after a solid-closing 

second Sunday in a Keeneland Race 5 turf mile MSW. The 

Artie Schiller colt, runner-up in the Coronation Futurity at 9 

furlongs on the Woodbine Polytrack at age 2, dealt well with 

a wide trip at Keeneland from post 12. He simply was unable 

to reel in a wire-to-wire winner over a course that played to 

speed opening weekend in Lexington. 

 

-more- 
 

http://issuu.com/horseplayernow/docs/c2c_final_merge
http://www.horseplayernow.com
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A pair of dual-Woodbine Oaks/Queen’s Plate noms 

OVERTONE (Mark Casse) and STORM NOW (Roger Attfield) 

failed to factor Wednesday in a Keeneland Race 8 turf mile 

MSW for the fillies. STORM NOW has yet to run against 

Ontario-bred competition. OVERTONE, disappointing here 

at 8-5 favoritism, was sixth in the Princess Elizabeth in her 

November debut behind PALADIN BAY (Harold Ladauceur) 

– but had run solid seconds in open company in 2 starts 

since. She appeared to take a step backward Wednesday. 

 

 

Working Out 
 

Significant recent workouts for Queen’s Plate and Woodbine 

Oaks contenders are featured in this section each week. 

 

PALADIN BAY (Harold Ladauceur), nominated to both the QP 

and Oaks, smoked a bullet 5 furlongs Wednesday at 

Woodbine in :59.80, fastest of 19 drills at the distance. The 2-

time stakes winner, including the Ontario Lassie in 

December, is training toward her 3YO return. 

 

SKYLANDER GIRL (Alexander Patylewich), heroine of the My 

Dear and Ontario Debutante at 2, continued working toward 

the Oaks Thursday, going 5F in 1:01 flat at Woodbine, fifth-

fastest of 15. 

 

Multiple stakes-winning filly LEXIE LOU (John Ross) fired the 

bullet 5F drill Thursday at Woodbine in 1:00 flat as the $300k 

earner prepares for an Oaks campaign. 

 

Oaks nominee MY HEART’S LOVE (Mark Casse) continued 

preparations for her career debut with a 5-furlong workout 

Tuesday in 1:01.80 handily at Woodbine. She’s an AP Indy 

filly out of Monmouth Oaks heroine Mo Cuishle. 

 

Another well-bred Oaks prospect HOLD THE GOLD (Brian 

Lynch) drilled 5 furlongs Wednesday in 1:00.60 breezing at 

Keeneland toward her career unveiling. She’s by Street Cry 

out of the star turf mare Collect the Cash. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

High Fives 
 

Jeremy Plonk’s Top-5 rated performances by class so far this 

season for Queen’s Plate nominees (Jan. 1-present). 

 

Maiden Race 

1. MAJESTIC SUNSET (Keeneland, 4/6, 2nd)  

2. MAJESTIC SUNSET (Gulfstream, 1/11, 3rd) 

3. LYNX (Gulfstream, 2/8, 3rd) 

4. UNIKAT (Gulfstream, 3/19, 3rd) 

5. CANDY PASSION (Golden Gate, 1/18, 1st) 

 

Allowance Race 

1. HEART TO HEART (Keeneland, 4/9, 1st) 

2. RHYTHM BLUES (Gulfstream, 3/20, 3rd) 

3. ENDEAVOR’S DREAM (Gulfstream, 3/30, 4th) 

4. BEAR’S REALITY (Gulfstream, 2/2, 6th) 

5. CANDY PASSION (Golden Gate, 2/23, 4th) 

 

Stakes Race 

1. WE MISS ARTIE (Spiral, TP, 3/22, 1st) 

2. WE MISS ARTIE (Kitten’s Joy, TP, 1/19, 2nd) 

3. ARAGORN AMI (Martha Washington, OP, 2/1, 1st) 

4. MATADOR (Sam F. Davis, Tam, 2/1, 4th) 

5. ASSERTING BEAR (Spiral, TP, 3/22, 4th)  

 

Jeremy Plonk is owner of HorseplayerNOW.com and 

Countdowntothecrown.com. You can E-mail him at 

Jeremy@Horseplayernow.com 

 

Winter Book 
 

Woodbine’s official Queen’s Plate Winter Book list, released 

in March, ranked the leading 10 contenders. 

 

WINTER BOOK FAVORITES ODDS 

WE MISS ARTIE 4-1 

ARAGORN AMI (f) 6-1 

ASSERTING BEAR 6-1 

COLTIMUS PRIME 8-1 

MATADOR 8-1 

AMI’S HOLIDAY 10-1 

PALADIN BAY (f) 10-1 

SPADINA ROAD 12-1 

SPEIGHTSONG 12-1 

HEART TO HEART 15-1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Jeremy@Horseplayernow.com


  April 11, 2014 

 

Visit Countdowntothecrown.com and Horseplayernow.com for TRUSTED information. 

 

Jeremy Plonk’s Top 20 

 

 

WE MISS ARTIE 
Trainer: Todd Pletcher 

Best footing Poly, but 10F real question 

with him -- and how he exits Ky Derby.  

SPADINA ROAD 
Trainer: Robert Tiller 

Kingarvie winner danced the dances at 2 

and progressed nicely; more ceiling? 

 

HEART TO HEART 
Trainer: Brian Lynch 

Powerful turf mile score at Keeneland 

shows he’s advanced nicely at age 3.  

MONEY TALKS 
Trainer: William Tharenos 

Damside pedigree will take route ALW 

winner a long way. Back working in Mar. 

 

MAJESTIC SUNSET 
Trainer: Mark Casse 

Stakes-placed 2YO sitting on breakout 

win when returns to ONT-bred.  

PALADIN BAY (f) 
Trainer: Harold Ladaucer 

Won 3 of 4, including 2 stakes, after being 

stretched out late in 2YO season. 

 

AMI’S HOLIDAY 
Trainer: Josie Carroll 

Display 3rd has worked solidly since 

February at Oaklawn and Keeneland.  

MANGUSTA 
Trainer: Michael Mattine 

Well-meant debut winner training well at 

Gulfstream for return; may be a runner. 

 

ASSERTING BEAR 
Trainer: Reade Baker 

Coronation Futurity winner at 9F has 

continued to develope early at age 3.  

FIGY’S MOBIL PRIDE 
Trainer: Vito Armata 

Even sprinter stretched out decently at 2 

and showed some stakes mettle. 

 

LLANARMON(f) 
Trainer: Roger Attfield 

G2 Natalma champ has pedigree to play. 

Geared back up at Payson in Mar.  

INDIAN GUIDE 
Trainer: Mark Casse 

Like this pedigree for the classics and 

returns this weekend at Kee with promise. 

 

MATADOR 

Trainer: Mark Casse 
Barn held him in high regard over 

winter, but I’m uncertain his best surface.  

TOWER OF TEXAS 
Trainer: Roger Attfield 

Runner-up 3 times at 2, love Street Sense-

Danzig Connection bloodlines. 

 

ARAGORN AMI (f) 
Trainer: Josie Carroll 

Unbeaten Martha Washington winner’s 

worktab interrupted early March.  

COUNTRYMAN 
Trainer: Mark Casse 

Improved in 3 MSWs last fall locally vs. 

open; well-bred; back at WO from Ocala. 

 

CLEARER VIEW 
Trainer: Malcolm Pierce 

Running well in open MSWs and sitting 

on a breakout score; hot sire Tapit.  

GROM 
Trainer: Robert Geri 

Well into local work pattern for return this 

weekend; well-bred, but inconsistent sort. 

 

COLTIMUS PRIME 
Trainer: Justin Nixon 

Display runner-up may be short on dam-

side pedigree for classics, but talented.  

SPEIGHTSONG 
Trainer: Malcolm Pierce 

5th in Gazebo sprinting at Oaklawn; has 

talent, but distance will be big hurdle. 

http://www.equibase.com/profiles/Results.cfm?type=Horse&refno=9178571&registry=T
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