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Editor’s Note: The ninth 

season of Countdown  

to the Crown offers the most 

comprehensive scouting report of the 3-year-old 

scene. Countdowntothecrown.com is the home 

each Friday from Jan. 3 through the Belmont 

Stakes, and Countdown keeps you appraised of 

the rising stars of the sophomore class from the 

maiden ranks through the Grade 1 stakes. 

 

Three Things You Won’t 

Read Anywhere Else 
 

Opinions are like the Polytrack at Keeneland. 

Soon to be forgotten by many, and yet missed 

by others. 

  

1. Californians rank 1-2-3 this week in 

Countdown, and I believe it‟s the first time 

in our 9-year history that we‟ll see the top 

trio against one another in the same race – 

Saturday‟s Santa Anita Derby. If it sounds 

preposterous, it was only 2 years ago when 

the west ran 1-2 in the Kentucky Derby and 

then 1-2-3 in the Preakness – I‟ll Have 

Another, Bodemeister and Creative Cause. 

 

2. It‟s as good of a week as any to remind you 

that in the history of the Kentucky Derby 

we‟ve never had more than 24 horses 

actually pony up the entry fees. There have 

been exactly 6 horses excluded in the last 

5 years combined. Easy on the panic pills, 

Cairo Prince fans. 

 

3. For as much as the Blue Grass supposedly 

“slid” from Grade 1 quality in the Polytrack 

era, it produced more unique Triple Crown 

race winners (2) than the Santa Anita Derby 

(1) and Wood Memorial (0) combined on 

dirt during the same span.  

 

This Week’s 

Fearless Forecast 
 

This section previews the coming attractions in 

3-year-old stakes and undercard races. As is 

custom in Countdown each season, once the 

calendar flips to March, we focus exclusively on 

stakes races and only touch on undercard races 

in exceptional circumstances. 

Friday‟s G3 Transylvania at Keeneland won‟t 

be worth any Derby points for qualifying, but 

could quantify some company lines for us. 

Fountain of Youth alumnus MEDAL COUNT 

(Dale Romans) could give some intersectional 

comparisons, while G1 Blue Grass hopefuls 

next week like BOBBY‟S KITTEN (Todd 

Pletcher) and GALA AWARD (also Pletcher) 

have two of their recent chasers entered back 

in this contest – GLOBAL VIEW (Tom Proctor) 

and STORMING INTI (Chad Brown). 

 
Saturday‟s listed $250,000 Calder Derby 

features G2 Tampa Bay Derby winner RING 

WEEKEND (Graham Motion) in an excellent 

placement. Safely in the Derby field with 50 

points via Tampa, he gets to: stretch out to 1 1/8 

miles in an easier spot than most, keep fit, and 

run over a deep track. Motion readied him for 

the new surroundings with a bullet workout 

March 28 at Calder. This appears to be a two-

horse race with come-backing CLEBURNE 

(Dale Romans), unbeaten winner of the G3 

Iroquois last September – his last appearance. 

 

 

COMING APRIL 11! 

COUNTDOWN  

TO THE QUEEN‟S PLATE!  

WE TRACK THE 

CONTENDERS TO CANADA‟S 

TRIPLE CROWN KICKOFF! 

Click to read the FREE 134-page 

Countdown Preseason Annual! 

http://issuu.com/horseplayernow/docs/c2c_final_merge
http://issuu.com/horseplayernow/docs/c2c_final_merge
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- Santa Anita Derby - 

(Saturday/Santa Anita Park) 

 
 
A one, a two, a one-two-three-four. The G1 

Santa Anita Derby has Countdown‟s top 3-

rated horses set to square off – and a fourth 

mystery player who could wedge his way into 

the discussion. It‟s a top-heavy field of 8 in the 

G1 $1 million west coast showcase on Saturday. 

 

Let‟s cut right to the chase. It‟s CALIFORNIA 

CHROME (Art Sherman) manning the driver‟s 

seat. He holds a massive early pace advantage 

according to the eyeballs and BRIS pace figs, 

meets a moderate field size and continues to 

sizzle in the a.m. The Cal-bred must be caught 

to cash. His last 3 wins have come by 19 lengths 

and each leaves you with another ooh and ahh.  

 

CALIFORNIA CHROME is displaying the kind of 

seasonal dominance by a state-bred that we 

saw with Brother Derek back in 2006. You may 

recall he obliterated four straight fields, 

culminating in a Santa Anita Derby wire job at 

1-2 odds. Not just a state-bred bum, he 

validated that form by running fourth in the 

Kentucky Derby and Preakness though 

distances did start to catch up with his style and 

pedigree. Might the same speed bump lie 

ahead for CALIFORNIA CHROME? Perhaps, but 

it‟s hard to imagine it coming as soon as 

Saturday based on the way he‟s performed. 

 

Even so, CALIFORNIA CHROME won‟t deserve 

to be a 1-2 shot in this SA Derby as his 

challengers appear much stiffer than those 

Brother Derek faced 8 years ago. Legitimate 

threats exist with CANDY BOY (John Sadler), 

who has been No. 1 in Countdown for nearly 2 

months, and HOPPERTUNITY (Bob Baffert), a 

horse I think is the fastest rising 3YO in America 

right now. The „CHROME had better be 

polished if he wants to beat these two. 

 

CANDY BOY jumped on my radar last fall with a 

dominant November maiden breaker. The pure 

2-turn runner has been routing since August 

and has a ton of foundation under him through 

February, when he won the G2 Bob Lewis with 

promising visual style. Will he return flat like 

we saw with CAIRO PRINCE off a layoff in the 

Florida Derby? Fair concern. But he‟s worked 

every 7-8 days without interruption, and Sadler 

has gone the 6-furlong drill route in advance of 

the return bid. They know they need Kentucky 

Derby points, but with 100-40-20-10 up for 

grabs, a third-place finish should be enough. 

 

I‟m going to read into this a little bit with some 

intuition, but Hall of Fame jockey Gary Stevens 

and trainer Bob Baffert were awfully quiet about 

their hotshot unbeaten BAYERN and if he‟d go 

in the SA Derby. Stevens would have been in a 

tremendous pickle to pick one of those mounts. 

Baffert zigs Bayern to the Arkansas Derby next 

week, insuring he can get Stevens. There are a 

handful of riders in America that you want in 

races like this and would be willing to work 

your schedule around. You may recall Ramon 

Dominguez in that situation a few times when he 

was the east‟s hottest hand – Alpha comes to 

mind of a horse whose connections were 

willing to wait on the rider to come open. 

 

BAYERN not being in the SA Derby field may 

very well be because Stevens has the aces 

already in his hand with CANDY BOY. Baffert, 

no fool in this process of readying Triple Crown 

horses, had the perfect alternative with 

HOPPERTUNITY already having accrued plenty 

of Derby points in winning the G2 Rebel last 

month. Instead of squeezing that ripening 

lemon with a third road trip of the season 

before Kentucky, he gets the opportunity to 

keep HOPPERTUNITY in his home stall, keep 

Gary Stevens for Bayern and give himself every 

chance to land multiple starters for the first 

Saturday in May. HOPPERTUNITY needs only a 

1-2-3-4 finish in my eyes with yet another big 

gallop out to tell you he‟s a superb force to be 

reckon with at Churchill. He may not be asked 

full tilt for that on Saturday. Baffert‟s SA Derby 

losers have turned out to be his best Triple 

Crown horses in many cases – such as Silver 

Charm, Real Quiet, Lookin At Lucky. 

 

The other horse of interest is sharp-working, 

second-off-the-layoff  SCHOOLOFHARDROCKS 

(David Hofmans). He‟s the barn‟s best 3YO 

since Millennium Wind more than a decade 

ago. He‟s behind the calendar, but if anyone 

busts up the big 3 in this race, it‟s him. 

 

Get more historical trends and significance on 

the SA Derby by visiting page 103 of the Count-

down to the Crown Preseason Annual here. 

 
Santa Anita Derby selections:  

W) CANDY BOY; P) CALIFORNIA CHROME;  

S) HOPPERTUNITY  

http://issuu.com/horseplayernow/docs/c2c_final_merge
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- Wood Memorial - 

(Saturday/Aqueduct) 

 
 
If the form of the past decade continues, the G1 

$1 million Wood Memorial may need to 

change its name to the Woulda Coulda Shoulda 

Memorial. It‟s been since 2003 that the race 

produced a Kentucky Derby top 3 finisher – 

harkening back to Funny Cide and Empire 

Maker‟s memorable rematch in Louisville. 

 

It‟s fair to recall the race‟s bad luck with injured 

winners like I Want Revenge and Eskendereya. 

And it‟s also fair to realize that the Florida 

Derby‟s 5-week-out move in the mid-2000s has 

derailed much of the Wood‟s depth. Pre-2005, 

horses who raced in last week‟s Florida Derby 

almost certainly would have been back in this 

week‟s Wood given the increased spacing and 

different approaches of conditioners then vs. 

now. So what the Wood Memorial has become 

is a race with better New York winter horses 

than yesteryear, but either late bloomers or 

disappointments from Florida. 

 

Let‟s start with the positive, the improved New 

York winter cast. SAMRAAT (Rick Violette) and 

UNCLE SIGH (Gary Contessa) put on an inner-

track show in the Withers and Gotham, each 

time SAMRAAT forging by late. The Noble 

Causeway colt yet has been defeated in five 

starts and could become the third straight 

unbeaten winner of the Wood – following 

Gemologist and Verrazano. Separating 

SAMRAAT and UNCLE SIGH has been a 

combined 1 ¼ lengths in 2 previous match-ups, 

so confidently leaning one came or another 

takes some imagination. The winter cast also 

includes NOBLE MOON (Leah Gyarmati), who 

has not started since winning the G2 Jerome on 

January 4 due to a foot injury. The form of that 

race has come under scrutiny due to poor 

alumni performances since, another point that 

makes NOBLE MOON a tough Wood embrace. 

 

The winter warriors like Alpha and Vyjack have 

found the out of towners too tough in the past 

few years, so if you want to explore away from 

New York, it‟s not a bad idea. Unbeaten 

SOCIAL INCLUSION very well could go favored 

off 2 smashing, fast, eye-catching wins at 

Gulfstream Park. True, he‟s never run in a 

stakes; but most pundits look at his destruction 

of G2 Remsen winner HONOR CODE (Shug 

McGaughey) last month as a clear sign that he‟s 

stackable on class to these runners. His big 

challenge will be a dastardly post No. 11 and a 

lack of foundation having raced just 14 ½ 

furlongs in his career. Can he look horses in the 

eye? Can he win when he doesn‟t get things his 

own way? Quite possibly yes. But my rule of 

wagering always has been that you must be 

price sensitive when asking a horse to take on 

such new challenges. If the price is right, the 

leap of faith is worth it. Fair odds on SOCIAL 

INCLUSION against this field from post 11? I‟d 

say about 5-1. If you don‟t get that – and I doubt 

the numbers players will allow it to happen – 

then I can‟t take him in the win pool. As for 

multi-race wager inclusion or a trifecta key, 

now you‟re talking possibilities. 

 

Speaking of post draws, UNCLE SIGH got no 

favors just to his inside in post No. 10. There is a 

distinct possibility these horses could line up 4 

across the track going into the clubhouse turn. 

The keys to the race may be jockeys Irad Ortiz 

on NOBLE MOON and Javier Castellano on 

SCHIVARELLI. Both colts have some early 

speed and are inside enough that they could 

float the field into the clubhouse turn knowing 

it‟s their best chance to win. It might be 

beneficial for SOCIAL INCLUSION or UNCLE 

SIGH to out-jump the gate and cross-over those 

horses from the get-go…and then hope they 

have enough diesel in the tank late. 

 

KID CRUZ (Linda Rice) turned heads with his 

late move in the Private Terms at Laurel. He 

loses jockey Julien Pimintel, who stays home to 

ride legendary turf sprinter Ben‟s Cat in his bid 

to 5-peat the Mister Diz Stakes. The back-up is 

young Manuel Franco in the biggest race of his 

life, aboard a stone closer in a big field.  

 

WICKED STRONG (Jimmy Jerkens) was one that 

I liked exiting the Remsen last fall, but his 

winter at Gulfstream never moved forward. 

Fourth last in a modest effort, you can draw 

solace from the fact that CONSTITUTION (Todd 

Pletcher) came back out of that race to upend 

the G1 Florida Derby field a week ago. I won‟t 

be shocked if Jerkens gets it together with 

WICKED STRONG at some point. HARPOON 

(Todd Pletcher) is in much the same boat – a 

horse who once had my eye and lost my trust. 

He, too, has ability and hasn‟t lived up to it. As 

Pletcher‟s lone chance in the field to win the 

barn‟s 4th Wood in the last 5 years, you‟ll be 
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paid double-digit odds if he rebounds and you 

had the faith. 

 

KRISTO (John Sadler) and LOS BORRACHOS 

(Bill Mott) will give us some west coast 

barometer to the Wood Memorial cast moving 

forward. KRISTO is a horse I like but realize 

he‟s simply a miler type on form and pedigree. 

If he were to take this field to the wire at 9 

furlongs, it would be a knock on the cast 

moving forward. I expect him to run well 

enough, but incapable at the distance. LOS 

BORRACHOS, purchased by a sharp outfit that 

includes Len Friedman of the Ragozin Sheets, 

won his east coast unveiling going from Richard 

Mandella to the Mott barn. He‟s a wildcard for 

respected connections. 

 

SAMRAAT or SOCIAL INCLUSION could 

emerge from the Wood as unbeatens heading 

to Louisville – and yet fans likely will still have 

their doubts about both. It‟s a similar fate we 

witnessed for Gemologist and Verrazano, the 

past 2 Wood champs. Both wound up 8-1 in the 

big Derby. 

 

Given the field size and fair uncertainties, the 

value seeker in me wants to go off the GPS a bit 

and look for the best prices. I always say if a 

race takes you too long to handicap, you don‟t 

understand it. The Wood is one of those for me. 

The picks are tepid and value-based. 

 

Get more historical trends and significance on 

the Wood Memorial by visiting page 102 of the 

Countdown to the Crown Preseason Annual 

simply by clicking this link. 

 
Wood Memorial selections:  

W) WICKED STRONG; P) UNCLE SIGH;  

S) SAMRAAT. 

 

$$$ 

 

We keep ourselves honest here all season long 

with our most recent and cumulative stats for 

top choices (starts: wins-seconds-thirds).  

 

Top choices INTENSE HOLIDAY (Todd 

Pletcher) and GENERAL A ROD (Mike Maker) 

settled for second and third-place finishes in 

the Louisiana and Florida Derbies, 

respectively. We‟re now 4: 1-2-1 the past two 

weeks and nibbling around it. 

 

Last week‟s selections: 2: 0-1-1 

Season selections: 28: 4-7-6. 

 
 

Get Jeremy’s best bets on top  

3-year-old races – as well as national 

horses to watch daily from our 

respected team of handicappers – in 

the BUZZ report! 

 

Everyone’s a Critic 
 

This section reviews the week that was in the 3-

year-old ranks. As with our preview section, 

now that we‟re in March, it takes an exceptional 

performance or noteworthy tie to include 

maiden or allowance races. 
 

Stakes Races 

 

 
 
Saturday’s G1 $1 million Florida Derby left 

this handicapper feeling unfulfilled, despite a 

thoroughly entertaining performance. The 

tenacious stretch battle won by unbeaten 

CONSTITUTION (Todd Pletcher) deserves a tip 

of the cap, but figuring out what it all means 

requires more brainpower than which I am 

capable. Did we see 4 really good performers, 

a future star or 3 distance-limited horses?  

 

Let‟s take the numbers first. The Florida Derby 

splits were slow, if not steady, for these kind of 

horses – 24.01, 24.18, 23.81, 24.46, 12.70. The 

final 1 1/8 miles in 1:49.16 was decent, but 

unspectacular, as was the final 3 furlongs in 

37.16 given the first 6 panels in 1:12. We wound 

up with a clump finish (the top 4 finishers within 

3 ½ lengths, including the win-place-show 

runners separated by 1 ½ lengths). 

 

CONSTITUTION earned his stripes by winning 

the deepest allowance race of the season in his 

second start. That Fountain of Youth Day 

undercard performance indicated he could 

play with the big boys on paper, and his Florida 

Derby follow-up showed he can do good things 

even when he doesn‟t get things his own way. 

Early on he fought jockey Javier Castellano who 

tried to slow him down. Instead of unraveling, 

http://issuu.com/horseplayernow/docs/c2c_final_merge
http://www.horseplayernow.com
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the Tapit colt responded and delivered inside 

when the rail opened up for him.  He‟s an 

unbeaten Florida Derby winner, but I‟m not 

sure anyone connects the dots to Barbaro or Big 

Brown in that same breath. His pedigree 

remains questionable for classic distances and 

certainly the 1:12 opening three-quarters here 

invited everyone to stay late into the party, 

regardless of pedigree.  

 

WILDCAT RED (Jose Garoffalo) lost by a neck, 

but lost little in defeat. He‟s a hard-trying horse 

who continues to outrun my expectations and 

earn respect with each trip. His Florida Derby 

trip could not have been easier, however, as no 

one forced the pace and he made the running 

rather comfortably. I used to think he‟d be a 

Derby pace casualty destined to run 20th. Now I 

think he‟ll stick around better than that, but still 

have little or no confidence that he could seal 

the deal versus a Louisville-like pace. 

 

GENERAL A ROD (Mike Maker) was the horse I 

absolutely wanted to see deliver the paper in 

the Florida Derby. He had a good trip, sat in 

pouncing position and simply was out-finished 

late. He won‟t be short on pedigree with that 

Dynaformer on the damside. He‟s had to do the 

dirty work a few times in chasing lone speed 

and then failed to fire late. At Churchill, the 

rider can be patient and let someone else do 

that and see how he finishes with less early 

stress. While my opinion on him softened a bit 

because he remained flat in Florida, a couple of 

big workouts in Louisville pre-Derby could put 

me right back in his camp. It will be really 

interesting to see who rides him. I would love 

to see Julien Leparoux get a chance for Maker 

to rate this horse a little bit in the big dance. 

 

Finally, there‟s CAIRO PRINCE (Kiaran 

McLaughlin). While the favorite lost some 

ground in the Florida Derby, he ran average at 

6-5 and didn‟t deliver on the promise he 

showed in January‟s G2 Holy Bull. McLaughlin 

is quite the poker player – literally – but I don‟t 

think his bafflement after this performance was 

mustered. Even at 80-90% cranked, I think he 

figured CAIRO PRINCE had more to offer. This 

is a good 3YO who may have been handled a 

bit with kid gloves in skipping the Fountain of 

Youth. Will it pay off next time at the expense of 

the Florida Derby? Perhaps. We‟ll need to see a 

series of big-time works to get interested in 

him again – or a total toteboard meltdown from 

the public like they did with Thunder Gulch in 

1995 (24-1 off a similar prep flop). 

Get more historical trends and significance on 

the Florida Derby by visiting page 98 of the 

Countdown to the Crown Preseason Annual 

simply by clicking this link. 
 

 

 
 
Saturday’s G2 $1 million Louisiana Derby 

also failed to light my fire, with all apologies to 

Jim Morrison and the boys. It‟s not a slam on the 

race‟s quality, but rather its inability to inspire.  

 

A year ago, I saw Revolutionary rally up the 

fence and gallop out like a locomotive bound 

for Louisville. He‟d be a key Derby player and 

finish third. Saturday‟s winner, VICAR‟S IN 

TROUBLE (Mike Maker) won by a larger 

margin, yet failed to elicit the same kind of 

forward-reaching hope.  

 

The Lecomte champ, beaten favorite in the 

Risen Star, rebounded to wire the Louisiana 

Derby in decelerating fractions. Splits went 

23.56, 24.30, 24.28, 25.01 and 13.62. They were 

bound for the mid-27s for a final quarter if this 

race projected out to 10 furlongs. 

 

Credit to trainer Maker; he dealt with a foot 

abscess between the Risen Star third and this 

Louisiana Derby turn-around for VICAR‟S IN 

TROUBLE. Sometimes a plan works out even 

when it falls apart. Missing the Sunland Derby 

the previous week turned out to be a boon. You 

can‟t help but think VICAR‟S IN TROUBLE will 

be part of what looks to be a contentious 

Kentucky Derby engine. Coming home in 27-

and-change won‟t answer the bell. 

 

The inability of Risen Star winner INTENSE 

HOLIDAY (Todd Pletcher) to reel in the front-

runner at Fair Grounds surprised me. He‟s 

been an honest grinder, and those splits should 

have put him in a catapult position. Instead, he 

lugged in, almost hit the rail and had to right 

the ship to hold clear in second. What if 

INTENSE HOLIDAY made his reputation in 

races that weren‟t as good as we once thought? 

His company lines are highlighted by horses 

who all disappointed recently – CAIRO 

PRINCE, HONOR CODE and CONQUEST 

TITAN. Despite being disappointed with him 

late in the Louisiana Derby and the curious un-

flattery of his past form, he still seems a pretty 

http://issuu.com/horseplayernow/docs/c2c_final_merge
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legitimate Kentucky Derby top half kind of 

horse. Brilliant enough to win? Only if it falls 

into his lap. But a horse in the exotics at inflated 

odds? I still think so. He likely will be 15 or 20-1 

in Louisville after this loss. 

 

As for the others in the Louisiana Derby, hard-

luck COMMANDING CURVE (Dallas Stewart) 

continues to find trouble, but continues to keep 

on coming. He‟s this year‟s Golden Soul, the 

Derby runner-up a year ago from the same 

barn. He‟s coming along at the right time in the 

right crop – one loaded with speed and 

questionable distance horses. COMMANDING 

CURVE, like INTENSE HOLIDAY, intrigues as a 

top-half Derby horse who can light the exotics 

at a big number if he gets into the field. 

 

IN TROUBLE (Tony Dutrow) and ALBANO (Larry 

Jones) wrestled throughout the Louisiana Derby 

in a performance difficult to gauge for either. 

But neither escapes as a bona fide Triple Crown 

horse because they had some questions going 

into this race to answer. 
 

Get more historical trends and significance on 

the Louisiana Derby by visiting page 100 of the 

Countdown to the Crown Preseason Annual 

simply by clicking this link. 
 

Minor Stakes 

 

I‟ll keep my comments on Saturday‟s G2 UAE 

Derby winner TOAST OF NEW YORK (Jamie 

Osborne) limited. The field was subpar by its 

historical standards, and if the Godolphin and 

Coolmore blueboods of the past could not 

come here and factor in the Kentucky Derby, 

I‟ll have a hard time latching onto a colt from 

Wolverhampton‟s synthetics. The chatter out of 

Europe appears less-than-confident that he‟ll 

be making the trip here, and it‟s one less spot 

for someone to worry about on the points list if 

they do the right thing and stay home. 

 

Where Are They Headed? 
 

This section projects the fields for upcoming 

key 3YO preps. Horses listed for the Kentucky 

Derby are finished prepping and “in the 

clubhouse,” so to speak. 

 
BLUE GRASS (KEE, 4/12): GALA AWARD, 

BOBBY‟S KITTEN, VINCEREMOS, CONQUEST 

TITAN (or Arkansas Derby), MR SPEAKER, 

DANCE WITH FATE, GLOBAL VIEW, DIVINE 

OATH, HARRY‟S HOLIDAY, COASTLINE, 

ASSERTING BEAR, BIG BAZINGA, PABLO DEL 

MONTE, EXTRASEXYHIPPZSTER, WOODFIELD 

SPRINGS, DANZA (or Ark Derby) 

 
ARKANSAS DERBY (OP, 4/12): BAYERN, 

TAPITURE, STRONG MANDATE, RIDE ON 

CURLIN, CONQUEST TITAN, COMMISSIONER, 

DANZA (or Ark Derby). 
 

KENTUCKY DERBY (CD, 5/3): WE MISS 

ARTIE, CONSTITUTION, GENERAL A ROD, 

WILDCAT RED, CAIRO PRINCE, CHITU, 

MIDNIGHT HAWK,VICAR‟S IN TROUBLE, 

INTENSE HOLIDAY, COMMANDING CURVE.  

 

Just Wynn, Baby 

 
 
Full Wynn Las Vegas Derby odds here.  

 

We‟re getting down to the wire on Futures. A 

couple of horses offering interesting prices still 

include BAYERN (25-1), who could become 

among the very Derby favorites if he succeeds 

in Arkansas next week. WICKED STRONG (55-

1) boasts a huge number, but if he‟s successful 

Saturday in the Wood Memorial, he could be a 

third of that price in Louisville. 

 

When visiting Vegas, no one takes better care 

of players than John Avello and staff at Wynn. 

Stop by and tell them Countdown sent you! 

 

High Fives 
 

Jeremy Plonk‟s Top-5 rated performances by 

class so far this season (Dec. 26-present). 

 

Stakes Race 

1. CALIFORNIA CHROME (San Felipe, 3/8)  

2. CANDY BOY (Lewis Memorial, SA, 2/8)   

3. HOPPERTUNITY (Rebel, OP 3/14)  

4. TAPITURE (Southwest, OP, 2/17) 

5. CONSTITUTION (Fl Derby, GP, 3/29) *NEW*  

 

Jeremy Plonk is owner of HorseplayerNOW.com 

and Countdowntothecrown.com. You can E-mail 

him at Jeremy@Horseplayernow.com  

http://issuu.com/horseplayernow/docs/c2c_final_merge
http://www.horseplayernow.com/images/WYNNKD.pdf
mailto:Jeremy@Horseplayernow.com
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Jeremy Plonk’s Top 20 
Each horse name links to his Equibase.com biography and stats page. 

 

CANDY BOY 
Trainer: John Sadler 

Winter Home: Santa Anita (Cal.) 

Expecting a big 1-2 finish on Saturday.  

BOBBY’S KITTEN 
Trainer: Chad Brown 

Winter Home: Palm Meadows (Fla.) 

Speedster one to catch on Poly next out. 

 

CALIFORNIA CHROME 
Trainer: Art Sherman 

Winter Home: Los Alamitos (Cal.) 

No excuses going into SA Derby; sharp.  

WILDCAT RED 
Trainer: Jose Garoffalo 

Winter Home: Gulfstream Park (Fla.) 

Keeps earning way; pace heat doubts. 

 

HOPPERTUNITY 
Trainer: Bob Baffert 

Winter Home: Santa Anita (Cal.) 

Really projects forward w/ good SA try.  

CHITU 
Trainer: Bob Baffert 

Winter Home: Santa Anita (CA) 

More pace in year loaded w/ it; but rising. 

 

TAPITURE 
Trainer: Steve Asmussen 

Winter Home: now based Oaklawn (Ark.) 

Rosario rides; local to beat in Ark Derby.  

COMMISSIONER  
Trainer: Todd Pletcher 

Winter Home: Palm Meadows (Fla.) 

If he runs 1-2 in Ark Derby, moves way up. 

 

BAYERN 
Trainer: Bob Baffert  

Winter Home: Santa Anita (Cal.) 

Yo-yo w/ him–but love Ark Derby plans.  

RING WEEKEND 
Trainer: Graham Motion 

Winter Home: Palm Meadows (Fla.) 

Should have his way in Calder Derby Sat. 

 

CONSTITUTION 
Trainer: Todd Pletcher 

Winter Home: Palm Meadows 

Little foundation/room for error; rising.  

COMMANDING CURVE 
Trainer: Dallas Stewart 

Winter Home: Fair Grounds 

With super-fast Derby possible, late move. 

 

INTENSE HOLIDAY 
Trainer: Todd Pletcher 

Winter Home: Palm Meadows 

No move forward in La Derby, but solid.  

VICAR’S IN TROUBLE 
Trainer: Mike Maker 

Winter Home: Fair Grounds/Gulfstream 

Like to have seen faster La Derby finish. 

 

STRONG MANDATE 
Trainer: D. Wayne Lukas  

Winter Home: Oaklawn Park (Ark.) 

Losing Rosario a no-confidence vote.  

SAMRAAT 
Trainer: Rick Violette 

Winter Home: Palm Meadows (Fla.) 

In Trouble’s dull FG bid dropped Gotham. 

 

GENERAL A ROD 
Trainer: Mike Maker 

Winter Home: Gulfstream Park (Fla.) 

Forgiving of him because of pedigree.  

WE MISS ARTIE 
Trainer: Todd Pletcher 

Winter Home: Palm Meadows (Fla.) 

Like to see dirt works in company at CD. 

 

CAIRO PRINCE 
Trainer: Kiaran McLaughlin 

Winter Home: Palm Meadows (Fla.) 

Struggling to read him; let works tell us.  

MIDNIGHT HAWK 
Trainer: Bob Baffert 

Winter Home: Santa Anita (Cal.) 

Derby too far for him, but aiming there. 
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