Samuel Koufman’s Bio

Samuel Koufman has been diligently working with the Manchester Essex Green Team as the Co President donating over 700 hours to this organization. The Green Team is a grade 6-12 program that allows students to pursue their own individual sustainable projects. He also advises the elementary and middle school Green Teams from his district. As a student Liaison for the Massachusetts Environmental Literacy Plan (ELP), Samuel creates presentations, brochures, surveys and helps coordinate meetings. The ELP is being run under SAGEEE. As the Green Schools President, Samuel is constantly communicating with other Green Schools student leaders planning meetings, field days, and other events. Also as the President, Sam facilitates other students carrying out their sustainable projects. He works along side the Curbside Compost Committee in his community and was recently awarded the Presidential Environmental Youth Award distributed by the EPA. Samuel travels with the Green Team to many different conferences presenting on how the Scholars is ran and what him and the team are doing that is so influential. Finally, he spent hours interning for Eric Magers, the director of the Green Team, over the summer.

Sam Koufman’s Election Speech

Green Schools New Co-President
Hello Everyone! Thank you all for the opportunity to be here today, I am really amped to see everyone and I know that this will be such a great year! My name is Samuel Koufman, I am from Manchester by the sea which is a small little town that is slowly gaining its title as a green society because of conservation efforts implemented by myself and the Manchester Essex Green Team that I am co president to. I also have worked with Robin Organ and Green Schools for the past year as the student Vice President and working on the Massachusetts environmental literacy plan as the student liaison. Not only do I think that this is going to be a great year just because of the participation of all of you, but I also am hoping to incorporate many new field days. I believe that it is important to alongside of taking action through environmental projects, taking our part in environmental advocacy with hands on field days that either provides us with service experience or environmental education. Living on the North Shore, I am constantly surrounded by the notion of coastal sea rise. I hope to bring green school members to the north shore and educate while having fun on the water with community members of mine. I also really believe that in an organization filled with students working on various projects, I believe community partners and outreach is a necessity. I have worked with the Green Team as the co-president for a few years now, and I have worked on the Green Team for even longer. Working on the Green Team has really highlighted the importance of community partners. Not only are we creating a long lasting symbiotic relationship where each benefits, we are allowing students and green schools members to experience 21st century skills in an e-STEAM environment. Community outreach is a necessity to environmental and sustainable projects and having students doing outreach will carry these projects farther than ever. 


I also want to include more students of all ages into our program. I am certain that with more students come more outlooks and ideas which will make meetings and field days/experiences much more productive. I understand the challenge of bringing more students in with outreach, social media, and public relations but, social media could easily be tackled in a more captivating way. I have worked on Social Media for many different projects and the key to it is keeping everything as simple as possible. I want to open up a new Facebook group where students and student board members only post, asking questions and keeping their fellow green school members up to date on what they are doing with their projects and I want to have students create blogs that will be posted onto the green schools websites so other students can see the captivating projects we are doing. Communication is really the key to success. I have worked with people across the country and successfully carried out presentations and projects. If we are always in constant communication, planning meetings, field days, and other important events will be easier and much more fun bringing in a new crowd to the Green Schools team. 


I believe that alongside another president, I would be an outstanding leader. I have worked as a leader for the Green Team for the past few years, I worked with Green Schools as vice president last year and I am on student council at my school. This has all provided me with enough experience to easily work with others and try and lead everyone to accomplish their goals. I am also a great communicator. I have worked with out of state people before on projects where everything is planned on email until we finally meet. This will make me always available to either Green Schools staff or students whenever and wherever. I want to make Green Schools not only an amazing opportunity provider, but also I want to include more engaging experiences so our team is expanded to new people all over. Thank you for having me!
