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“Securing Our Future” 

 
“Congressional Black Caucus National Day of Prayer  

To End Poverty and Income Inequality with Interfaith Leaders”                                                                               
February 6, 2014 

 
 The Progressive National Baptist Convention, Inc., the denominational home of the 
late Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. stands today in solidarity with the Congressional Black Caucus 
(CBC) and other Interfaith Leaders as we pray for the moral consciousness of America to be 
stirred and to End Poverty and Income Inequality in this Great Nation!         
                                              
James Baldwin, in Nobody Knows My Name: More Notes of a Native Son, 1961 said, “Anyone 
who has ever struggled with poverty knows how extremely expensive it is to be poor; and if 
one is a member of a captive population, economically speaking, one’s feet have simply been 
placed on the treadmill forever. One is victimized, economically speaking, in a thousand ways.”  
                                                        
I end by paraphrasing the words from the sacred writings of… Isaiah 58:6-10,  

6 Is not this the kind fasting that I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice, and 
lighten the burden of those who work for you, to set the oppressed free, and remove the 
chains that bind people?                                                                                    
7 Share your food with the hungry, and give shelter to the poor homeless. Give clothes 
to those who need them, and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood (citizens 
of a great nation)?                                                                                                              
8 Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; 
then your righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the Lord will be your rear 
guard.                                                                                                                                 
9 Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry for help, and He will say, 
‘Here I am.’ “If you take away the yoke from your midst, the pointing of the finger and 
malicious talk,                                                                                                                   
10 And if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the 
oppressed, then your will rise in darkness, and your night will become as the noonday. 

 
We need to treat Poverty and Income Inequality as “a war against the very existence of 
humanity.” It is a fight for the moral and political well-being of America as a whole and for her 
standing in the world as a beacon of hope for freedom and equality for all humanity. Whatever 
future America will have will be directly related to solving of its poverty dilemma, which is a 
moral and human dilemma. 

 
Dr. Carroll A. Baltimore, Sr.                                                                                             
19th President                                                                                                      
Progressive National Baptist Convention, Inc.                                                                                                             

 


