
Resisting Evil, Injustice, and Oppression 
 
Recently, there has been a media spotlight cast on the issue of 
domestic violence after a video of NFL star running back Ray Rice 
assaulting his fiancée was posted online.  The response of the NFL 
and of his team has been deplorable.  The knee-jerk response to 
unseemly things seems to be to cover them up, to keep quiet, to hope 
it will go away.  
 
For millions of women and children each year, the hidden reality of 
domestic violence is a crime that will never go away.  Even if they are 
able to escape the horrors of it, the trauma may last a lifetime.  And 
nobody wants to talk about it. 
 
Recently, a high school friend of mine posted selfies of her face after her husband 
had bludgeoned her.  It was her way to speak out against domestic violence and to 
say enough is enough.  Very few people responded to her post.  We’d rather not see.  
We’d rather not know.  It is somehow, perversely, seen as shameful for the woman. 
And yet one in four women in America will experience domestic violence in their 
lifetime.  Globally, the number is one in three. 
 
In our baptismal vows, we pledged to “resist evil, injustice and oppression in 
whatever forms they present themselves.”  How can we resist what is unseen 
without bringing it into the light? 
 
October is Domestic Violence Awareness month.  In this year when everybody is 
already whispering about it, what would happen if our churches started talking 
about it?  What would happen if our pastors preached on it and our churches 
formed safe spaces for women to talk with women and men to talk with men about 
their experiences of power, domination, violence, and anger?  What would happen if 
one brave woman stood up to give her testimony of finding new life in a community 
of the redeemed broken ones?  What would happen if one brave man talked openly 
about how anger and rage once consumed him and how he had been released to 
new life by Christ transforming him from the inside out?  What would happen if 
faithful church members got involved in supporting our local shelter for women and 
children fleeing domestic violence?  What if we heard their stories in a way that 
unmasked the pretend world most of us would prefer to live in and propelled us 
into a new way of being that embraced the most vulnerable and compelled us to 
resist the evil, injustice and oppression of domestic violence?  It is time to bring 
what lurks in the darkness into the light. 
 
The West Ohio Conference has resources that can give you and your church ideas for 
ways to talk about this deadly scourge that can kill both body and soul in ways that 
can bring healing to the sin-broken world of many who are both inside and outside 
the church walls.  You can find links here ( 



http://www.westohioumc.org/conference/domestic-violence).  

And if you are interested in broadening the conversation, I invite you to 
consider taking a group to the Interfaith Conference of Human Trafficking 
and Domestic Violence hosted by the University of Dayton on October 29.  
You can find out more information here ( 
Interfaith Conference on Human Trafficking and Domestic Violence). 
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