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The Emergency: 
As of November 17, the Philippine government had 
estimated that up to 13 million people were affected by 
Super Typhoon Haiyan as it ravaged the central region 
on November 8. Of them, some 3 million people 
remain displaced from their homes and communities. 
The number of damaged or destroyed homes has been 
put at 597,240.  New assessments also indicate that 
some 5.1 million Filipinos no longer have incomes 
because of the typhoon’s impact on their work. 
 
A massive international aid effort—of which Save the 
Children is a part—continues to save lives and deliver  
urgent relief across the battered region. Ports, airports 
and roads are open; communications is being slowly 

restored, and water service has been restored to 80 
percent of the hard-hit city of Tacloban, according to 
the UN. In less-affected Aklan and Antique provinces, 
school has resumed. 
 
The Impact on Children: 
This is a children’s emergency in every way, as Save the 
Children estimates that over 5 million children have 
been affected. Continued emergency assistance is 
urgently needed to prevent a deterioration in their 
health and nutrition and to ensure their safety. In the 
absence of shelter, food, emergency health care, clean 
water and sanitation, the lives of many thousands of 
these children could quickly become at risk. A high 
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Household kits are unloaded from a truck at our distribution site on Panay Island.  Photo: Evan Schuurman/Save the Children 
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number of children are also suffering from diarrhea 
and malnutrition, which could also have fatal 
consequences if left untreated.  
 
Over 360,000 pregnant and lactating women also need 
specialized services for prenatal, postnatal and child 
health services. Save the Children believes that nearly 
25,000 births will take place in the next month in 
typhoon-affected areas.  With many schools damaged 
or destroyed or being used as shelters, children’s 
education is also disrupted.  
 
Child protection is also an important concern to us. 
We estimate that 789,000 children have been displaced, 
and their exposure to disruption and loss can have 
long-lasting psychological and social impact. Children 
who have been separated from their families are 
extremely vulnerable to risks of exploitation and abuse.   
 
Save the Children is seeking a minimum of $30 
million in immediate support to reach 500,000 
children and adults in the Philippines with 
assistance. Your contribution to the Typhoon 
Haiyan Children Relief Fund can help us make a 
life-changing difference for children in desperate 
need of care and support in the Philippines.   

Save the Children’s Response: 
Save the Children, which has been in the Philippines 
since 1981, is working around the clock on 
humanitarian relief. We have over 140 national and 
international relief experts in logistics, child protection, 
emergency education, health and nutrition and water 
and sanitation on the scene, distributing materials to 
those most in need, conducting assessments and laying 
the groundwork for our long-term recovery work.  
 
We are coordinating with other international aid 
agencies through the UN’s emergency “cluster” system 
so that services are not duplicated. Save the Children is 
also one of only nine non-governmental organizations 
in the UN’s six-month action plan.  
 
• Our distribution of vital supplies continues to 

increase as we move more material through our 
hub in the city of Cebu. Over the past day, we 

have provided hundreds of families in the 
community of Estancia and families on Guintican 
Island with shelter materials and hygiene supplies. 

• Additional materials are being shipped by air and 
by truck and ferry between islands; as of Monday 
we had some 353 tons of relief on the ground, in 
transit, or scheduled to arrive. 

• We placed orders for 10,000 household kits, 
10,000 hygiene kits and 10,000 shelter kits for 
delivery to the field within the next seven days. 

• We opened our first Child-Friendly Spaces in the 
city of Tacloban, with 11 others planned there and 
elsewhere on Leyte Island in partnership with 
UNICEF. Child-Friendly Spaces are one of our 
signature child protection activities during a crisis; 
they provide children with supervised and 
protective environments in which to play and 
receive support to help them manage stress and 
uncertainty. 

• In Panay, we are in the process of establishing 
Child Friendly Spaces in five evacuation centers. 
We will be training staff from local government, 
local organizations and community members in 
how to organize and run the spaces.  

• Over the next weeks in Panay, we also plan to 
open temporary learning spaces, distribute “back 
to school” kits to children and teaching and 
learning supplies.  

• With our global health partner Merlin, we are 
establishing six mobile health clinics to support 
affected communities both in Leyte and Panay. 
Seven medical staff are currently in Tacloban, 
providing special trauma support to an Australian 
field hospital; the other five staff are traveling to 
the north coast of Panay Island to reach some of 
the remotest islands and people. The team will 
work closely to identify those in greatest need and 
deliver shelter and medical services as well as high-
energy biscuits to children.  

• A second medical team, including three emergency 
physicians, is currently on board the British naval 
vessel HMS Daring. The team is ready to respond 
to medical priorities as the ship makes stops at 
remote areas which were cut off by the typhoon.  
They landed at Guintican Island and established 
two outreach clinics. While there, they also 
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distributed 100 boxes of high-energy biscuits to 
help prevent children from becoming 
malnourished.  

• In Leyte, our team is focused in meeting 
immediate needs of families in evacuation centers 
and in communities. We are distributing supplies 
and also plan to address children’s need for 
protection and water, sanitation, hygiene and 
health concerns. We also plan to support the Leyte 
provincial hospital in Palo with personnel and 
medical supplies.  

• We are continuing to conduct assessments across 
the affected areas to identify levels of need and 
distribute shelter and other relief supplies. 

• With the high risk of mortality among children 
ages 6 months to 2 years, we are prioritizing the 
rapid procurement of high-energy biscuits and 
supplies for infant and young child feeding. 

 
Save the Children is also planning longer-term 
programs in health, nutrition, water and sanitation, 
education and early childhood development, and 
family food security and livelihoods that we will launch 
to restore access to these important services. 

 
We will also be making a special effort to address the 
emotional well-being of children by providing them 
with counselling and other support. We have identified 
an acute need for this work, given the tremendous loss 
and anxiety children are experiencing. We are also 
planning to provide psychological support to parents 
and teachers so that they can better support children. 
 
“When we traveled south to Dulag today, I was 
struck by the hundreds of children who are still 
begging by the roadside,” said David Bloomer, 
our regional Child Protection Advisor. “These 
villages are in ruins, with children sitting with 
nothing to do and no structure to their day.  
 
“There is an urgent need to help children recover 
from this tragic experience. Communities have 
expressed how extremely anxious they are about 
their children’s well-being.” 
 
“Children react to crises in very different ways, 
and the support they receive in the aftermath is 
crucial to determining how resilient they can be in 
the longer term,” Bloomer continued. “Evidence 
suggests that the faster children get back into 
school and back into normal and regular activities, 
the faster they will be able to recover.”   
 
 
 Ten percent of your contribution will be used help us prepare for the 
next emergency. Nobody knows when the next disaster will strike, but 
your support helps Save the Children provide assistance in the critical 
first hours and days of an emergency when children need us most.  
 
 

 
 
 

Sandra and her son Alexander, 1, arrive early for Save 
the Children’s aid distribution in Tanza, on Panay Island. 
Photo: Evan Schuurman/Save the Children 
 


