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Save the Date 
Tuesday, Nov. 19 

Guild of Volunteers 
Semi-Annual Meeting 

and Lunch 
Winter Garden Café 
Invitations to come 

Come Join Us for the 
Guild of Volunteers’ 

Book Sale 
To benefit the Z-House 

renovations 

 

 
 

Oct. 5 and 6 

Currier Museum lobby 

Continued on p. 2 

Frank Lloyd Wright’s 
Zimmerman House is hot--
in more ways than one. 
 
Tours regularly sell out. 
People travel from around 
the world to see it. 
Bloggers rave about its 
beauty. 
 
But another kind of heat is 
a problem for this house 
museum. High 
temperatures and humidity 
damage the building and 
its contents. It’s 
uncomfortable for guests. 
Since security demands 
the windows be kept 
closed, air conditioning 
has become essential. 
 
The Guild of Volunteers 
has an opportunity to help. 
With the guidance of 
Christine Louis, Director of 
Development, a team of 
docents has begun a 
campaign with a goal of 
raising at least $5,000 
toward the cost of 
installing air conditioning 
in the Zimmerman House. 
But more important, is to 
inspire the entire Guild to 
participate in the effort. 
 
To that end, Jan Conover, 
Marilyn Watson and I will 
take a non-traditional 
approach. Rather than 

asking everyone to write a 
check, we are organizing 
two events that will offer a 
variety of ways for Guild 
members to contribute--
and to have fun doing it. 
 
First up is a book sale, 
Oct. 5 and 6 in the Currier 
lobby. It will be a great 
way to recycle seldom-
used books and bring in 
money from outside 
sources. We hope to 
collect enough books to 
keep the sale going for 
two days. 
 
Thinking about what other 
resources might be 
available led to the idea of 
having a Silent Auction at 
the Semi-Annual meeting 
Nov. 19. Jan and Marilyn 
both have experience 
arranging similar 
functions, and the team 
will work with Nancy 
Johnson, Meetings and 
Programs Chair, to create 
a memorable occasion. 
“The best part will be 
getting to know my fellow 
volunteers,” said Jan. “I’m 
also looking forward to 
doing some 
unconventional holiday 
shopping.” 
 
The Guild’s target amount 
is a small percentage of 

the $40,000 needed for 
the project. Christine 
continues to pursue 
support from both 
foundations and 
individuals, and has 
secured grants that cover 
more than half the needed 
amount--a significant 
milestone. With the help of 
the Guild, she hopes 
funding will be in place in 
time to take advantage of 
the winter hiatus for a 
non-disruptive installation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The foresight of the 1988 
restoration team makes 
air-conditioning the Z-
House feasible. When 
they replaced the concrete 
floor, they embedded 
electrical conduit and 
refrigeration piping so an 
exterior condenser can be 
installed discreetly at the 

The a/c condenser 
will be installed at the 

west side of the house 
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west end of the house. An 
air handler can be placed 
above the utility room, and 
ductwork from the now-
unused secondary heating 
system repurposed. 
 
According to Nelson 
Goddard, Director of 
Facilities Operations, the 
setup will be almost 
invisible to the eye, but will 
supply the air movement 

and environmental 
controls necessary for 
preservation--and cool, 
quiet comfort for visitors. 
 
The infrastructure is in 
place; a contractor has 
been chosen. The next 
task is to gather funds to 
pay for it. It seems fitting 
to celebrate the Currier’s 
25 years of outstanding 
stewardship with this 

endeavor. 
 
Marilyn speaks on behalf 
of the team when she 
says, “I’m grateful to the 
Zimmermans for their 
generous gift, and proud 
to help extend the life of 
their beloved home. I 
hope others will join us.” 
 
- Victoria Duffy 

 

Help Z-House Keep its Cool …continued from p. 1 

Executive Chair Report 

Welcome New Guild Board Members 

Flourishing in the Z-House gardens are (l to r): Azalea, Dogwood (Kousa variety), Astilbe and Hosta, perennial garden, Solomon Seal 

The Z-House AC 
compressor be located 
on the west end of the 

house 

Welcome to the fall 
season at the Currier. A 
special thank you to our 
diligent summer 
volunteers, especially at 
the Zimmerman House. 
I am delighted to 
announce the Guild  
executive committee has 
two newly elected 
committee chairs. Please 
welcome Angela Hoke, 
Treasurer, and Nancy 
Baker, Membership Chair. 
In addition, Marilyn 
Watson, Nancy McGaan  
and Mary Carroll will be 
giving assistance and 
learning various 
committee responsibilities. 
We’re glad to have you. 

You may have noticed a 
Zimmerman House theme 
at our Annual Meeting in 
June. A favorite part of our 
collection, the Z-House is 
about to be improved. The 
Currier Museum has 
recently been awarded 
grants to cover a portion 
of the expenses of a 
current project to add air 
conditioning to the 
Zimmerman House.  All 
volunteers are welcomed 
and encouraged to 
participate in the 
fundraising for this 
exciting project. I am very 
enthusiastic about making 
a contribution and 
supporting the creative 

ideas offered by Victoria 
Duffy who has outlined 
several proposals and 
activities through which 
we can all become 
involved, including an 
activity during the 
Semi-Annual Meeting. 
(See her separate 
Spotlight article.) 
 
Any day at the museum is 
a great day. 
 
Barbara Shepler,  
Executive Chair 
Currier Guild of Volunteers 
494-6015  
Barbara.Shepler@ 
yahoo.com 

  

 

mailto:Barbara.Shepler@yahoo.com
mailto:Barbara.Shepler@yahoo.com
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His students routinely 
describe his knowledge as 
“encyclopedic” and 
“phenomenal.” He’s 
known at the Currier for 
the unique energy and 
enthusiasm he brings to 
the Art History courses he 
conducts here. And now 
Andrew Stangel, adjunct 
professor of art history at 
UNH Manchester, has 
been named the recipient 
of the college’s 2013 
Adjunct Faculty 
Excellence Award for his 
“significant contributions to 

Museum Docent Report 

New Museum Docent Class Slated  
  
There will be exciting 
changes this month when 
Jane Seney begins 
training a new class of 
museum docents for the 
first time in three years. 
Training begins on 
Thursday, Sept. 19, and 
runs 10 weeks from 9:30-
12:00 each week. It is 
open to all current docents 
as well as the trainees. 
From my experience, 
seasoned docents are 
extremely valuable in 
integrating new trainees 
into the docent corps by 
sharing their experiences 
and expertise. 
 
In addition to Thursday 
docent trainings, Jane has 
developed a great 
schedule for regular 
Tuesday morning trainings 
on everything from 
Vietnam War photography 

to African textiles to 
Robert Indiana. A field trip 
(location to be announced 
later) is being planned for 
November. 
 
Both Museum and Z-
House docents had the 
opportunity to visit 
Canterbury Shaker Village 
in June and experience 
the music and ingenuity of 
the Shakers through the 
eyes of Canterbury Village 
docents. It was 
enlightening to see how 
the Shakers adapted to 
cultural changes. We 
learned about their many 
inventions, including the 
circular saw and their 
music, with such songs as 
“It’s a Gift to be Simple.”  
 
Congratulations to 
museum docent Carol 
Tingleff who received the 

Frances P. Nelson Award 
at the Guild of Volunteers 
Annual Meeting in early 
June.  
 
All of the board members 
would love to hear your 
concerns and 
suggestions. Moreover, 
anyone interested in 
becoming more involved 
in the Guild’s activities 
should consider attending 
open meetings of the 
docent steering 
committee. If you are 
interested in serving on 
the board, let us know. My 
position and several 
others will become vacant 
at the end of June 2014.  
 
Alan R. Slotkin 
Museum Docent Chair 
603-244-2805 
aslotkin@tntech.edu 
 
 

 

Visual Dispatches 
from the Vietnam War 

Congratulations, Professor Andy 

  
 
 

 

the college through 
demonstrated teaching 
excellence.” 
  
Currier docents have been 
the beneficiaries of Dr. 
Stangel’s passion for art 
and history for a number 
of years. In 2011 he 
successfully nominated us 
for the Granite State 
Award. We are grateful for 
his generosity and 
pleased to congratulate 
him on this well-deserved 

honor. 

 

mailto:aslotkin@tntech.edu
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Staff News 

Visitor Services Renamed Guest Services 

The Visitor Services 
department has been 
renamed Guest Services, 
reflecting that no matter 
who walks through the 
door, be it a member or a 
visitor, they are a 
guest.  Michael Piantedosi 
is a new, part-time staff 
Guest Service 
representative. 
  
Jennifer Minicucci joined 
the Currier in July as the 
Manager of Internal 
Events. She has a 
background in 
international marketing -- 
including public relations 
and event planning -- and 
recently opened the new 

Polaris Charter School in 
Manchester. Some of you 
may remember Jennifer 
when she worked at the 
Currier when it reopened in 
2008. 

  
A baby shower was held for 
Becky Anderson, Museum 
Shop sales assistant, who 
has decided to leave the 
Currier to focus on her 
family.  Sandra Superior 
joined the shop as a clerk. 
  
After 12 years at the 
museum, Frank Collins 
decided to leave in August to 
pursue other interests. Over 
the years, Frank willingly 
served in a variety of 

positions, including Acting 
Security Department 
Manager. Frank will be 
greatly missed by his 
colleagues as a valued 
advisor on security 
procedures, for his strong 
personal leadership style, 
and as a friend to many 
with his great sense of 
humor.  Frank made a 
lasting impression on the 
museum and we wish him 
well in all future 
endeavors. 
 
Lynn Thomson 
Associate Educator for 
Adult and Family 
Audiences  
603-669-6144, ext. 151  
lthomson@currier.org  
 

Starting the week of Aug. 
26, the library will have 
new hours and be open to 
volunteers Monday and 
Fridays 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., 
and Wednesday 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. or by 
appointment. Please feel 
free to contact Meghan 
Peterson, 
Librarian/Archivist, via 
email at 
library@currier.org or at 
603-669-6144, ext. 127 
with respect to accessing 
the library or any 
questions regarding the 
resources available. The 
library catalog is 

accessible on the 
Reference Library and 
Archives website. In 
addition there are multiple 
art databases accessible 
online from within the 
library; and JSTOR, an 
online database that 
provides access to 
hundreds of humanities, 
business and science 
periodicals, is accessible 
from any computer on the 
Currier property.  
 
The Currier Museum of Art 
Bulletins and Finding Aid 
(list of items and location) 
for the Zimmerman House 

Collection are also 
accessible online through 
the above website.  
 
The library staff and 
volunteer Dennie Dyer are 
working on a special 
project archiving and 
digitizing Guild records. 
Thanks to Jean McGiffin 
and Mimi Crowley who 
have been assisting in this 
Guild project.  
 

Charlotte DeBell 
Library Chair 
746-6077 
charlottedebell@comcast.
net 

 

From the Library Corner 

Library Catalog Now Online 
 

 

Guild of Volunteers 
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Executive Committee 
 

Executive Chair: 

Barbara Shepler 
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Dennie Dyer 
Treasurer: 

Angela Hoke 
Secretary: 

Richard Russell 
 

Committee Chairs 
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Judy McKenna & 
Peeps Bogaert 
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Nancy Johnson 
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Nancy Baker 
Museum Docents: 

Alan Slotkin 
Zimmerman House 

Docents: 
Victoria Duffy 
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Sandra Chandonnet 
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Marilyn Davison 
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The Currier Guild of 
Volunteers newsletter 

is published 5 times a year. 
Editors: Judy McKenna, 

Peeps Bogaert; Design & 
Production: Nancy 

McGaan, Victoria Duffy; 
Staff Advisor: Karen 

Graham. Special thanks to 
Alana Johanson, Jo 

Russavage, Alan Slotkin, 
Nancy McGaan, and Judy 
McKenna for the photos in 

this issue. 

 

Meetings and Programs Report 

Carol Tingleff Honored at Annual Meeting 
The 31

st
 Annual Business 

Meeting and Luncheon 
was held on Tuesday, 
June 4, 2013 at the 
Bedford Village Inn in 
Bedford. Eric Stark and 
Terrence Parker spoke 
about the Zimmerman 

House. Carol Tingleff was 
honored with the Frances 
P. Nelson award and  
Beryl MacKenzie received 
the Distinguished Service 
award. Many thanks go to 
my committee: Sally 
Douglas, Yvonne Dunham, 

Muriel McMillan, Ann 
Richardson and Nancy 
Stewart.  
 
Nancy Johnson 
Meetings and Programs 
Chair  472-2040 
amj-art@comcast.net 
 

mailto:lthomson@currier.org
http://www.currier.org/collections/library-archives
http://www.currier.org/collections/library-archives
mailto:charlottedebell@comcast.net
mailto:charlottedebell@comcast.net
mailto:amj-art@comcast.net
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Z-House Docent Report 

Engaging with the House, Garden and Guests 
 

 

 

Summer is the height of 
the Zimmerman House 
season. This year it 
brought opportunities for 
docents to broaden their 
knowledge of architecture, 
landscape, and tour 
techniques. 
 
Always a highlight of the 
meeting calendar, our 
annual Garden Party May 
30 featured presentations 
by two practicing 
architects who know the 
house well. Longtime 
docents Bob Cook and 
Linda Moody shared their 
perspectives on what 
makes the Zimmerman 
House such an 
exceptional example of 
Usonian design, inside 
and out. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bob focused on the 
approach. He pointed out 
how the low soffit 
establishes the house’s 
unusual scale and creates 
a feeling of shelter. He 
also emphasized the  
importance of light in 
Frank Lloyd Wright’s 
designs. The Z-House is 
pivoted toward the 
southwest to capture 

van, should docents wish 
to use it. Narrated by 
Carey Cahoon from 
Development, it is rich 
with images and gives a 
good introduction to the 
house. Check it out on 
YouTube . 
  
The guest speakers at the 
Annual Meeting June 4 
offered two more unique 
views of the Zimmerman 
House. Eric Stark, 
associate professor of 
architecture at the 
University of Maine, 
Augusta, presented an 
enthusiastic discourse on 
“Order, Flow, Scale and 
Contrast.” Terrence 
Parker of Terra Ferma 
Landscape, Portsmouth, 
talked about the house’s 
siting and landscape, 
particularly how Wright 
preserved natural 
elements and harmonized 
the hardscape to produce 
convincing illusions of 
depth. Both men stressed 
the experience generated 
by Wright’s architecture. 
 
At the July 11 docent 
training, Jane Seney and 
intern Molly Channon 
taught us how to take 
advantage of that 
experiential quality of a 
Wright space to engage 
visitors. They adapted 
VTS (Visual Thinking 
Strategies) to the three-
dimensional environment, 
encouraging us to develop 
open-ended questions that 
create associations and  

frame big ideas. 

It was a lively exercise in 
learning as Jane and 
Molly demonstrated this 
new way of making tours 
more interactive; or as 
Molly said, to “spice it up 
and make it fun.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Also for the benefit of our 
guests, there has been a 
significant improvement in 
tour comfort. Each visitor 
is now given a fresh pair 
of shoe covers 
(affectionately referred to 
as booties). Thanks to the 
Curatorial Department for 
finding a cost-effective 
means of providing this 
welcome amenity. 
  
Victoria Duffy 
Zimmerman House 
Docent Chair 
617-965-8999 
victoriaduffydesign 
@gmail.com 
  

Architects Bob Cook and 
Linda Moody share their 

perspectives 

daylight, and rhythmic 
concrete windows shape 
the light within. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Linda noted that the 
sheltering roof with deep 
overhangs saves wear 
and tear on the windows. 
Everyone appreciated the 
chance to relax in the 
Garden Room and ask 
questions instead of 
answering them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The evening’s festivities 
also included a sneak 
preview of the video that 
will be available on the 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 

Bob Cook discusses the 
Z-House soffits 

Linda Moody shows how 
the light on the walls lights 

the room.  

Colorful new booties  
adorn the feet of 

our visitors 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l6nNr8n55Lk
mailto:victoriaduffydesign@gmail.com
mailto:victoriaduffydesign@gmail.com
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A Conversation with. . . Susan Strickler 

 

 

Priceless: How I Went Undercover to Rescue the World’s Stolen Treasures 

Bookshelf 
 
I am currently reading the 
book Priceless: How I 
Went Undercover to 
Rescue the World’s Stolen 
Treasures by Robert K. 
Wittman, the founder of 
the FBI Art Crime 
Team.  It’s a really 
enjoyable read filled with 
facts about art heists and 
insight into the art 
market.  Wittman’s art 
historical education really 
began at the Barnes 
Foundation in Philadelphia 
in a format similar to our 
own docent training: lots 

but he provides plenty of 
anecdotes involving shady 
gangsters with concealed 
weapons.  The book is a 
great reminder as to why 
we have all of the security 
measures that we have 
here at the museum and 
makes you very grateful 
for the important work the 
security staff does. 
 
Jane Seney 
Educator for Tour and 
Docent Programs  
(603) 669-6144 ext 149 
jseney@currier.org   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

of time in the galleries 
discussing works on view. 
  
The book provides a 
fascinating insider’s view 
of art crime past and 
present.  In 1911 when the 
Mona Lisa was stolen 
from the Louvre, Pablo 
Picasso was questioned 
by the police.  In recent 
years, an appraiser for the 
popular program Antiques 
Roadshow was implicated 
for fraud.  Wittman admits 
that many art crimes are 
primarily paper chases, 

My favorite pieces of art 
are…? It depends what 
day of the week it is as to 
what my favorites are.  I 
tend to like works that 
show the artist’s hand, like 
a sketch or drawing.  One 
work that intrigues me is 
Eastman Johnson’s little 
oil sketch called The 
Cranberry Harvest that 
shows cranberry pickers 
on Nantucket. You can 
see how he changed the 
position of the figures as 
he presumably sketched 
them outdoors. 
 
If I weren’t the Currier 
museum’s director…? I 
might be an historian, or a 
potter.  Maybe I have a bit 
of a split personality to say 
that, but I love history and 
I love writing.  One of my 
favorite authors is David 
McCullough, who is a 
master in conveying the 
human side of history with 
compelling narratives. 
And in recent years I’ve 

become a wanna-be 
potter.  I have taken 
classes and attended 
workshops consistently 
over the last decade, 
though I don’t have 
enough time to spend in 
the studio.  Learning to 
make pots has given me 
great pleasure, and 
access to a great group of 
artists and craftsmen, 
some of the nicest people 
I’ve ever met. 
  
My least favorite type of 
art is…? I don’t really 

have a least favorite type 
of art.  I have trouble with 
some art that doesn’t 
seem to really address 
any concerns but the 
artist’s. 
  
The last museum I 
visited was…? I was in 
Helena, Mont., for a clay 
workshop at the Archie 
Bray Foundation for 
Ceramic Arts and I visited 
the nearby Holter 

 
 
Museum. I always visit the 
local art museums.  The 
Holter has, not 
surprisingly, some 
interesting ceramics as 
the Bray Foundation has 
hosted many important, 
internationally known 
ceramic artists. 
  
The best museum I’ve 
ever visited was…? 
Some of the most 
memorable museums I’ve 
visited in the last few 
years are:  London’s 
Victoria and Albert 

mailto:jseney@currier.org
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Eight Ambassadors met 
with Jane Seney last 
spring to learn the role 
they would play as 
chaperones. The first half 
of 2013 was the busiest 
the museum has ever had 
and chaperones were 
much needed. There were 
often 12 to 15 students 
with each docent, as well 
as a teacher and perhaps 
one chaperone, or 
sometimes none. At times, 
teachers or chaperones 
are not effective watching 
student behavior. A 
perfect example of this 
happened in the American 

Art gallery when the 
docent turned to see a 
student in her group with 
the cover of a chest open, 
and the student bending 
over and peering inside.  
 
The docents have 
welcomed the 
Ambassadors’ help since 
it has enabled them to 
concentrate on the tour 
and not student behavior. 
The Ambassadors have 
kept students from 
touching the works of art, 
and also from leaning on 
the walls. They have also 
played a vital part keeping 

the students with their 
respective groups and 
using “indoor voices” 
instead of loud chatter.  
 
Those who signed up to 
be Ambassadors are Mary 
Christy, Dot Farley, Joann 
Jensen, Fran Gray, Flo 
Fitzgerald, Anne Milne, 
Sean McGovern, and 
Diane DiGirolamo. They 
all agree it was a 
rewarding, but tiring 
experience. 
 
We look forward to a busy 
fall tour season where 
once again the 

Ambassadors’ help will be 
invaluable. 
 
This summer Special 
Projects volunteers and 
Ambassadors have also 
been busy helping with 
Family Studio, Family 
Saturday, and First 
Thursday programs. 
 
Marilyn Davison 
Special Projects Chair 
623-0148 
davison1021@aol.com  
 

Special Projects/Ambassadors Report 

Ambassadors Chaperone School Children 

A Conversation with…continued from p. 6  

 

 

Museum; Toronto’s Royal 
Ontario Museum; Kansas 
City’s Nelson Atkins 
Museum; and Bentonville, 
Arkansas’s new Crystal 
Bridges Museum.  They 
are memorable for some 
aspect of their collection 
that resonates with me, 
whether the quality of the 
paintings, the ceramics 
collections, or the outdoor 
sculpture. 
  
I’m most proud 
of…?  How the Currier 

staff has brought the 
museum along over the 
last 15 years.  From the 
high level of acquisitions 
to the sensitive 
installations, their 
dedication to making the 
Currier such a special, 
intimate museum is 
remarkable. The Art 
Center also has grown in 

how it operates and 
connects with young 
artists.  It is inspiring. 
 
My most memorable 
moment was when…? 

One of the most 
memorable moments of 
my career at the Currier 
was the incredible 
bequest of Henry Melville 
Fuller.  It is hard to believe 
it has been 12 years since 
Henry died, and his 
bequest has literally 
transformed what the 
Currier can do for the 
community and for the 
region.  We can never 
forget that Henry’s 
bequest, as incredible as 
it was, has enabled us to 
acquire major works of art 
in all areas, from the 
Niccolo di Pietro Gerini 
altarpiece, to the Robert 
Indiana and Frank Stella 

and the Mark 
di Suvero.  Henry was a 
wonderful person, he 
knew many of the staff by 
name, and he wasn’t 
demanding.  He was a 
rare person. 
  
If I could have anything 
in the world, I’d get…? If 
I could get any one work 
of art for the museum it 
would be an oil painting by 
Winslow Homer.  Even 
with the Fuller Bequest, 
that is pretty much out of 
our reach, and I don’t 
believe there is much on 
the market anyway.  But 
we can always hope. 
  
A quote I live by is…? I 
don’t really have a quote I 
live by, but I guess I was 
raised to do my best and 
keep my standards high. 
 

 
 

mailto:davison1021@aol.com
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Regional 
Museum 

Exhibitions of 
Interest  

Museum of Fine Arts 
John Singer Sargent 

Watercolors 
October 13, 2013 – 
January 20, 2014 

Frick Collection 
New York City 

Vermeer 
 October 22, 2013 - 
January 19, 2014 

 
 

 
 

 

 

The book, Rediscovering S.P. Rolt Triscott, published in 
conjunction with a retrospective of the artist’s work by the 

Portland Museum in 2002, is available for purchase at 
the Monhegan Museum and through on-line retailers. 

Monhegan Museum 

Museum Seen 
 Yes, the Monhegan 
Museum is off the beaten 
path. In fact, it is 10 miles 
off the Maine coast. To 
get there, you’ll take a 
ferry from the mainland, 
and then hike about a mile 
to reach the lighthouse 
and museum. Be 
forewarned: there are no 
cars, taxis, or even 
bicycles on this remote 
island. However, this 
summer’s exhibition, A 
Spirit of Wonder: 
Monhegan Artists and the 
1913 Armory Show is 
really worth the effort. 
  
This season’s show 
highlights a period of 
Monhegan’s artistic 
history that brought many 
well-known artists to the 
island. It was 1913, and a 
groundbreaking exhibition 
of modern art, the Armory 
Show, was held in New 
York City. Just months 
after the show closed, 
many artists came to 
Monhegan to experiment 
with the styles seen at the 
Armory. Most influential in 
bringing artists to the 
island was Robert Henri, 
who began painting on 

Monhegan in 1903. He 
taught at the New York 
School of Art in 1902, 
where his students 
included Edward Hopper, 
Rockwell Kent and 
George Bellows. Each 
came to Monhegan to 
paint and all are 
represented at the 
Monhegan Museum 
exhibition.  
 
In addition, you’ll see 
numerous examples of the 
work of one of Henri’s 
painting teachers, Samuel 
Peter Rolt Triscott (1846-
1925). Sometime around 
1893, he became the first 
artist to live permanently 
on Monhegan Island. His 
distinctive style of 
painting, with fluid washes 
of transparent color, is 
thought to have influenced 
many of his students; in 
fact, he is given credit for 
teaching Winslow Homer 
watercolor painting.  
 
The Currier’s first director, 
Maud Briggs Knowlton, 
also an “aquarellist,” 
owned a cottage just north 
of Triscott’s on Monhegan. 
After his death in 1925, 

she assisted in making an 
inventory of the hundreds  
of works left to his heirs.  
The Monhegan Museum 
has many of these works 
and they alone are worth 
the trip out to this remote 
island. 
 
Monhegan Museum 
1 Lighthouse Hill 
Monhegan, ME 04852 
(207) 596-7003 
 
Round-trip ferries depart 
from three points on the 
mid-coast of Maine: 
Boothbay Harbor, New 
Harbor and Port Clyde. 
Hearing that the New 
Harbor ferry offered the 
smoothest and shortest 
ride, I opted to drive an 
extra few miles to New 
Harbor (on the Pemaquid 
Peninsula south of 
Damariscotta) for a little 
more comfort. As a day-
tripper, you’ll arrive on the 
island around 10 a.m. and 
depart at 3:15 – plenty of 
time to visit both the art 
and the lighthouse 
museums, as well as 
enjoy lunch in the village 
and browse the handful of 
galleries and gift shops.  
The Museum is open to 
the public from June 24- 
Sept. 30. June and 
September hours 1:30-
3:30; July and August 
hours 11:30-3:30. 
 
- Judy McKenna 
 

 
The iconic Monhegan 

Lighthouse is part of the 
Museum facilities.  

 

http://www.mfa.org/
http://www.frick.org/
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Thirty-five artists entered  
the Poster Mania! contest. 
All entrants were voted on 
by the public via Facebook. 
The top 30 posters from the 
Facebook votes went to a 
panel of five jurors who 
narrowed it to 15 posters.  
 
Those 15 posters were 
hung in the Community 
Gallery. Those attending 
August’s First Thursday 
Live! selected the winners. 

The Youth Winner was 
Jaden Carrier. In the adult 
category, Gisele 
Thompson was first place 
and Lisa Tremblay 
captured second place.  
All of the 15 semifinalists, 
including the three 
winners, had their posters 
on display in the 
Community Gallery.   
 
- Lynn Thomson 
 

And the Winners Are . . .  

This spring the Guild 
transitioned to the 
Volgistics software for 
logging hours, self-
scheduling and managing 
other membership needs.  
The new system allows 
volunteers to assign 
themselves to their usual 
tours and activities and it 
sends reminders of 
upcoming assignments.  
Barbara Shepler offered 
four trainings on the new 
system in late May and 
June.   
 

Since the wiki calendar is 
no longer being used it is 
important that all Guild 

members are comfortable 

with the new system. If 
you did not have the 
opportunity to attend one 
of these trainings or if you 
have questions or 
experience problems with 
the new system, please 
email me. I’m very glad to 
help you. 

 
Remember that your new 
user name is your email 
address.  Your password is 
the one you used on the 
old system. 
 
Your annual museum 
membership renewal is an 
expectation of Guild 
membership, so if you are 
due for renewal this 

summer or early this fall, 
you may want to take care 
of that before September 
4

th
 when new rates will go 

into effect. 
 
Nancy Baker, 
Membership Chair 
603-673-7659 

NBaker@Currier.org 

A note from Lynn 
Thomson, Associate 
Educator for Adult and 
Family Audiences: Many 
Guild members have been 
scheduling themselves for 
tours and various 
volunteer opportunities 
through Volgistics. This 
has made for a more 

Membership Report 

Logging Hours and Self-Scheduling  

 

the Currier’s exhibition: 
Africa Interweave: Textile 
Diasporas opening 
September 28. 
 
Currier Art Center 
Saturday, Oct. 19 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Contact the Art Center to 
register at 669-6144 x 122 
or email 
artcenter@currier.org 
 

The Currier Art Center is 
offering a hands-on 
Master Class on batik 
painting. Segun 
Olorunfemi, a native of 
Ibadan, Nigeria, will lead 
students in the complex 
and creative process of 
batik painting using inks, 
wax resist and other 
materials. The one-day 
workshop coincides with 

Master Class! African Images in Batik Painting 

Gisele Thompson 

Jaden Carrier 

Lisa Tremblay 

efficient process allowing 
staff to focus their time 
on initiatives such as 
docent training and 
program development. 
We’d like to encourage 
more of you take 
advantage of Volgistics 
as a way to track and 
view hours, as well as 
self-scheduling. Doing so 
will generate automatic 
email reminders and 
calendars which 
alleviates the workload 
on Currier staff.  
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:NBaker@Currier.org
https://www.volgistics.com/ex/portal.dll/?FROM=67579
mailto:artcenter@currier.org
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(Top) In May, three dozen 
or so University of N.H. 
Cooperative Extension 
Master Gardeners and 
Natural Resources 
Stewards, Currier 
Museum employees and 
other volunteers spruced 
up the Zimmerman House 
from its winter slumber.  
 
The crew worked five 
hours raking, planting, 
composting, weeding, 
trimming and clearing 
debris. Currier Director of 
Facilities Operations 
Nelson Goddard and 
Director of Collections and 
Exhibitions Andrew Spahr, 
and UNHCE coordinator 
Mary Tebo Davis led the 
team.  
 
Master pruner Dave 
Seavey showed 
participants the proper 
way to prune the many 
rhododendrons at 223 
Heather Street. Among 
others helping were Joan 

Pushee, Aimie Westphal, 
Jane Beaulieu, Margaret 
Walker and Jack Gleason. 
Z-House docents John 
Herper and Jo Russavage 
gave tours of the house.  
 

(Middle) 
Andrew Spahr and Karen 
Papineau led a walk-
through of Poster Mania! 
in May. The show had 
more than 90 posters from 
the Currier’s collection, 
including some of the 
most popular and sought 
after posters from the 
1890s. 
 
(Bottom) About 25 
museum and Z-House 
docents visited 
Canterbury Shaker Village 
in June to learn about the 
Shakers’ tradition of 
religion, work and life. 
Rain didn’t prevent the 
group from observing 
craftspeople making 
brooms, baskets and oval 
boxes or hearing tunes 
from music players and 
singers. There was lunch 
at the café, and 
purchasing goods from 
the village store.  
 
- Pauline Bogaert 
 

A Glimpse of Spring Activities 


