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NCFA BOARD MEETING will be held on Monday, August 4
th

, at the Hampton Inn in Washington, NC 

beginning at 2:00pm. 

 

TRADEWINDS will be mailed next week. 

  

GILLNET PERMITS REQUIRED: DMF has issued a proclamation requiring permits for those fishermen 

involved in fishing with gillnets with the exception of run-around, strike, drop or drift gillnets. The permits are 

required effective September 1
st
.  PERMIT REQUIREMENT- GILL NETS INTERNAL COASTAL WATERS 

 

AFFILIATE NEWS: 

CARTERET COUNTY FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION: Next meeting to be announced. 

 

PAMLICO COUNTY FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION: Their next meeting will be scheduled soon, now 

that the General Assembly is winding up the short session. The meeting will be announced in next week’s 

update.  

 

ALBEMARLE FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION next meeting will be on Tuesday, August 19
th

 at Leon 

Nixon’s Catering facility in Edenton. For more info call Terry Pratt:  

 

BRUNSWICK COUNTY FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION has not scheduled their August meeting yet. 

 

Jerry’s comments: 

 

I left Raleigh on Friday afternoon, shortly after the House voted to approve the compromise budget. They will 

meet again on Saturday morning for the final reading. Governor McCrory has already indicated that he will sign 

the bill. It includes a provision that allows the Director of DMF to enter into a Joint Enforcement Agreement or 

JEA with the National Marine Fisheries Service. We have fought JEA for 25 years under a number of Directors 

at DMF. We thought we had it beat back again, but it’s hard to get much done when certain politicians don’t tell 

the truth. I do have some other thoughts on this issue, but they will be shared privately with our membership. 

 

Here’s how we fared on other fisheries issues: 

 

License proposal: NCFA made a proposal in February that would fund the large mesh gillnet observer program 

by the doubling of license fees and overseen by a board made up of the Marine Fisheries Commission and a 

board of commercial fishermen. It became quite controversial with some of the radical elements of the rec 

fishing community opposing it. The proposal did pass as a provision in the budget WITH the fishermen’s board. 

However, the board of fishermen will NOT have oversight on the money observer program required by the ITP 

for the large mesh gillnet fishery. (Which will be the bulk of the those funds.) The rationale by the legislators 

was that the statutory language is specific as to how those funds are to be spent. We all know better. Our 

argument was that we feel that program could be much more efficient if it had more oversight. Nonetheless, the 

fishermen’s board is a done deal and could be a tremendous asset in the future. Each of the six organizations 

will need to appoint one individual for that board: NCFA, NCWU, Albemarle, Ocracoke, Carteret and 

Brunswick. (Pamlico had not yet been organized when the language was drafted.) It’s important to note that the 

final language has each individual group deciding who will be on that board, not the Governor. Before any of 

http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/mf/proclamation-m-24-2014


the groups act on that however, we will provide some guidelines including the ethics considerations that are 

required. 

 

Marine Fisheries Commission: We did not offer any recommendations for this short session about the MFC, but 

the other side did. They wanted to scrap the current MFC and came up with a scheme that would have primarily 

selected the MFC by being land owners in certain areas. It was a very bad idea. Thanks to the vigilance and 

persistence of Rep. Chris Millis of Hampstead, he was able to have that proposal stripped out of an omnibus 

regulatory reform bill.  

 

Another proposal that surfaced would have changed the ethics requirements for members of the MFC. The 

current wording was put in place after extensive debate by the Moratorium Steering Committee and then 

debated in the legislature prior to the Fisheries Reform Act in 1997. Although this proposal was also taken out 

of the regulatory reform bill, I expect that we will see it again in the long session next year, along with some 

other battles. 

 

Gamefish: As most readers know, a bill was introduced in last year’s long session that would have made Striped 

Bass, Red Drum, and Speckled Trout gamefish, would have made it illegal for commercial fishermen to sell 

those species. There was a lot of informal discussion about it last year and one very large public hearing in the 

Legislative Office Building in Raleigh, but no official action by the General Assembly. It was still alive for this 

year’s short session, but again, no action was taken. Since the General Assembly may again go back for a few 

days before the end of this year to address issues like Medicaid reform, it is premature to say that gamefish is 

dead for this session. It’s not probable that it would be taken up during a special session, but it is possible.  

 

Regardless of who is in power or what the rules say, VIGILANCE is the key word, and acting on the 

assumption that the legislators can do anything when they are in session is a healthy assumption to make. The 

long session will be a very busy one for us. There will be some new legislators and some new issues. If you 

don’t know your legislator, you darn well better talk to them between now and next January! If you want to 

know what I think about your legislator and how he/she worked on our issues, let me know and I’ll tell you. 

Some of our very good legislative friends have tough elections this fall, and we need to help them with our time 

and our money. The days for sitting aside and letting someone else do it is long gone. 

 

The next important decision coming out of Raleigh will be the appointment or reappointment of three seats on 

the Marine Fisheries Commission. Those seats are now held by Allen Powell, Joe Smith and Joe Shute. The 

Governor’s Boards and Commissions office has been holding off on those to see what the General Assembly 

might do regarding the MFC. Since the legislature did not change it, the announcement should be coming soon. 

 

This upcoming week we have the NCFA Board meeing on Monday, then I’ll be attending the ASMFC meeting 

in Alexandria, or at least part of it. 

 

God bless, 

Jerry 

 

MEETINGS:  
NOTE: If you are aware of ANY meetings that should be of interest to commercial fishing that is not on this 

list, please contact us so we can include it here. 

 

Aug 4  NCFA Board of Directors; Hampton Inn; Washington NC; 2:00pm 

Aug 4-8 Sedar workshop on Red Snapper and Gray Triggerfish 

Aug 5-7 ASMFC Meeting; Alexandria VA 

Aug 7  SAFMC Public Hearing & Scoping meeting on a variety of issues; Joslyn Hall, MC,  4-7pm 

Aug 12-14 Mid Atlantic Fishery Management Council; Washington DC 

Aug 19  Albemarle Fishermen’s Association; Leon Nixon’s Catering in Edenton; 6:30pm 

http://www.sefsc.noaa.gov/sedar/Sedar_Workshops.jsp?WorkshopNum=41
http://www.safmc.net/news-releases/61814-safmc-news-release-council-approves-several-measures-public-hearingscoping


Aug 20-22 Marine Fisheries Commission meeting; Brownstone in Raleigh 

 

MFC/DMF Meeting Schedule 

 

http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/mf/dmf-public-meetings-schedules

