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The following outlines the key findings from a survey of likely voters California’s 31st 
Congressional district commissioned by American Future Fund Political Action.  Interviews were 
conducted October 19-21, 2014.  The margin of error for the entire sample (n=400) is +/- 4.9% 
at the 95% confidence level.  The margin of error among sub-groups is greater.  Approximately 
30% of interviews were conducted with a cell phone sample of those we can’t reach on a 
landline and interviews were conducted in both English and Spanish. 
 
Chabot is within striking distance with two weeks to go. 
 

 This Congressional race is within the margin of error, with Chabot only trailing 38%-42%, 
with 17%. 

 

 Neither candidate is very well defined, with Chabot’s F:U at 23:14 and Aguilar’s at 33:19. 
 

 It is very rare to see this high of an undecided vote this late and is a product of little 
activity from outside groups in the race. 

 
If Chabot becomes more defined he can win. 
 

 Among those aware of both candidates (57% of the electorate), Chabot leads 42%-40%, 
indicating that if he can become more defined in the final stretch of the campaign he can 
pull off the upset. 

 

 Chabot leads 47%-38% among high propensity voters and given the lack of a 
competitive race at the top of the ticket, turnout could be lower and favor the Republican. 

 
This is a race that looks more like it is early September than two weeks before an election.  This 
is due to the expense of the LA media market and that neither candidate having a large 
geographic base.  Aguilar’s lack of definition makes him very vulnerable to late contrasts, 
especially in direct mail where outside groups could simultaneously boost Chabot’s image.  The 
biggest challenge is the timeline as 72% of voters say they plan on voting before Election Day.  
While this remains a Democratic leaning district, there is a clear opportunity to pull off a surprise 
victory here and hold the seat for Republicans. 


