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Our other Democratic county elected 
officials have announced their intention 
to seek reelection and will need our 
support. 
The Bond measure for Pioneer School 
District conducted this month is cur-
rently losing with 59.53% yes votes. 
This shows the insanity of super major-
ity requirements. 
 
Our annual Kennedy Dinner is coming 
up this month, This is not only our pri-
mary fund raising event, it is also a 
great time for us to get together for fun 
and good food. Don't forget the great 
auction that Jane and Adrienne have 
worked to put together. Hope to see all 
of you there. 

Notes from the Chair 
             by Mike Mosbarger 

Wed, May 7, 6:30 pm—E-Board Meeting 
 

Wed, May 14, 6:00 pm—Regular meeting, 
Belfair Timberland Library. Discussion at 6, 
meeting begins at 6:30 (note change).  

Please Note: Upcoming meetings will be held 
at various locations. Please check the news-
letter and the website for upcoming meeting 
locations. 

 

Sun, May 18, 3:00 pm—Mason County Demo-
crats’ Kennedy Dinner at Lucky Dog Casino in 
Union. 

Tue, May 20, 6:30 pm—DemoChat at El Sarape  
Restaurant, Shelton (Mason County Chapter of 
Drinking Liberally - NOT affiliated with MCDCC). 
 

Wed, May 21, 11:30 am—Mason County Demo-
cratic Women’s Club at El Sarape Restaurant, 
Gateway Center, Shelton. Kathy Haigh will re-
view the past legislative session. 
 

Deadline for articles, news, letters and pho-
tos for the June 2014 issue of the MCDCC 
Newsletter is 5 p.m. Monday, May 26rd. 
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At our last meeting, 
the Mason County 
Democrats endorsed 
Irene Bowling for 
State Senate from 
the 35th legislative 
district. Her cam-
paign is a breath of 

fresh air and we need to do all we can 
to help make her our next senator. That 
is the good news. 
 
Now, for the bad news, we still don't 
have a candidate for the state repre-
sentative position currently held by the 
Republicans and we don't have one for 
County Commissioner. 
 

May 12 to 16th is the time to  file a 
declaration of candidacy to run for 
election as a PCO. All  precincts 
should be represented by an elected 
individual who also is responsible to 
help elect local party leadership and 
determine the direction of  local par-
ties. If you are dissatisfied by the work-
ings of our local party, get involved 
and help shape our future. I invite all 
people who identify as liberal, progres-
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PCOs: Time to File! 
By Adrienne Amar, Vice-Chair 

sive  democrats to join us and help 
make Mason County a better place.   
 

The information that follows is from the 
Washington State Democrats’ website, 
and from the Mason County Auditor’s 
office: 
 

To run for office as a Precinct  
Committee Officer: 
File a Declaration of Candidacy to be-
come a PCO on the website of your 
County Auditor. 
 

 

PCOs, or precinct committee officers, 
are the building block of the Democratic 
Party. They are the grassroots organizing 
base for all of our activities. 
 
PCOs are elected officials of the Demo-
cratic Party; they are the Democratic rep-
resentative for their precinct. A precinct 
can be as small as a section of a neighbor-
hood or as large as a historical township, 
but precincts usually contain 200-800 reg-
istered voters. 
 
To become a PCO, you must be voted into 
office during the Primary Election in even-
numbered election years. The next elec-
tion of PCOs will be held on August 5, 
2014. 
 
You must fill out a declaration of candidacy 
to run for election as a PCO. Filing week 
for the August 2014 Primary Election is 
May 12th through May 16th. In most 
cases, you can find and submit a declara-
tion of candidacy on the website of your 
County Auditor. For counties that do not 
have online filing, you can download 
and submit this form. 
 
PCOs are essential to Party work, because 
they personally communicate the Demo-
cratic Party message to people in each 
neighborhood across the state. PCOs also 
are responsible for electing the leadership 
of their local Democratic County and Leg-
islative District organizations, as well as 
representatives to the state Democratic 
Party. 
 
Leading their Precinct Caucus every 
two years is another important role of 
PCOs. 
 
If you miss the August 2014 PCO election 
but would still like to serve, there are op-
tions for you.  
 
If there is no PCO for the precinct that you 
live in, the chair of your local Democratic 
Party organization can appoint you to 
serve as an "Appointed PCO."  
 
If your precinct already has a PCO and 
you want to get involved, there are ways 
that you can help. The Chair of your local 
Party organization can appoint you as an 
"Acting PCO" for a precinct that you do not 
live in. You might also want to help the 
PCO in your own precinct. Contact your 
PCO and offer to help them canvass the 
precinct, make phone calls, organize 
house parties, etc. 
 
Some PCOs recruit a volunteer for every 
few blocks, so that when literature needs 
to be distributed or phone calls need to be 
made, the work is divided among many. 
Our goal is to have every precinct repre-

(Continued on page 3) 

… cont’d next column 
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Last month 21 Democrats showed up 
for Mason County’s Democrat Party 
convention at Pio-
neer Elementary 
School. It is an un-
fair comparison to 
remember the huge 
turnouts six years 
ago. Hundreds of 
us, excited and 
motivated by 
Barack Obama and 
Hillary Clinton, 
gathered to elect 
delegates to the 
2008 state Democrat Party Convention 
in Spokane. 
 
We filled gymnasiums with Obama and 
Clinton partisans. The precinct caucus-
es, the county convention, the 35

th
 Dis-

trict Convention—all were events 
crowded with happy sign-waving, chant-
ing and cheering Democrats. “YES, WE 
CAN!” was the favorite cry in unison of 
Obama supporters. Hillary’s folks re-
sponded with dedicated efforts to swing 
delegates to her camp. 
 
There was no chanting or cheering 
when the combined “35

th
 Legislative 

District/Mason County Caucus (and) 
Mason County Democratic Convention” 
convened in Pioneer School’s multi-
purpose room the morning of April 12.  
All of this—the small and quiet attend-
ance—is easily understood. This is not 
a presidential election year. That’s two 
years from now when fever-pitch excite-
ment is expected to return. 
 
At last month’s convention it was up to 
the steady stalwarts to fan the embers 
as the Mason County Democrat Party 
readies for this year’s election. The 
presidential year of 2016 will come 
around soon enough with all its atten-
tion-attracting passions. It’s this year 
that is of immediate importance. 
 
And those 21 stalwart Democrats in that 
April convention deserve applause and 
approbation for their dedication. 
 
Their names are familiar. To mention 
some, they range from Laurel Nelson-
King to Doug Sayan. From Mike Mos-
berger to Adrienne Amar.  They include 
familiar present and past elected office 
holders--from Karen Herr to Ross Gal-
lagher. Let us not forget all the work by 
Marilyn Sayan and Andrew Graham.  

And Linda Amar. We must underline 
her importance to not only the April 12 
convention/caucus  but to the ongoing 
daily (often weekends) business she 
performs for the Mason County Demo-
crat Party. 
 
Linda Amar’s title is “secretary” but that 
hardly covers the duties and responsi-
bilities she carries with quiet efficiency 
and remarkable concentration. At the 
county convention, her performance 
keeping track of convention action on 
rules, debates, resolutions and delegate 
selection while simultaneously record-
ing computerized notes and minutes 
was awesome to behold. 
 
Meantime, she is the editor of the 
monthly Mason County Democrat Party 
newsletter, a time-consuming job she 
performs with patience and poise. Be-
ing an editor includes the tricky task of 
shepherding contributing writers, some-
thing akin to herding cats. Linda gets 
that job done while she also serves as 
the webmaster of the party’s website. 
 
Every organization needs its Linda Am-
ar. The Mason County Democrat Party 
can count itself fortunate. 

 
The roll call of party stalwarts at the 
April 12 convention/caucus may not be 
long, but it certainly made up in quality 
what it lacked in quantity. 

 
—- 
John Komen, a contributing writer to the 
Mason County Democrat Party Newsletter, 
spent 40 years in journalism as a writer, 
editor, commentator and television broad-
caster. He was elected a Mason County 
Democrat Party delegate to the 2008 state 
Democrat Party convention, serving as a 
delegate pledged to Barack Obama.   

  
 
  
  

Komen’s Corner 
By John Komen  



 
Thank you to every-
one who came to the 
35thLD’s general 
membership meeting 
Saturday, April 26

th
. 

 
WE would love to 
have more of you 
attend these quarterly 

meetings because we need everyone to 
support our legislative candidates and 
learn about our organizing for 2014. 
 
We endorsed Rep. Kathy Haigh to contin-
ue to be our standard bearer in the 
House of Representatives. She described 
how a group of mostly Republicans invit-
ed her to meet with them and their wives. 
They were gathered to thank her for leg-
islation that helped their businesses work 
with the state more effectively and effi-
ciently that profited both. They thanked 
her. 
 
We endorsed Irene Bowling as our next 
State Senator. Many have attended 
meetings and her campaign kickoffs, 
heard her passion for the need for fully 
funding education, job creation for a bet-
ter economy in the 35

th
, need for trans-

portation funding and transparency in 
government. Our members believe she 
will offer more than what the other candi-
dates state, or have done to carry our 
values forward. 
 
I am going to comment briefly on the 
Cliven Bundy story that has evolved in 
the past few weeks in the media. Most of 
you have read how Mr. Bundy has been 
using BLM (Bureau of Land Manage-
ment) land to graze his cattle without 
paying the nominal fee required by law. 
He has made many changes to the land 
he does not own. 
However, he says the government 
doesn’t own it either and does not have a 
right to keep him off it or charge him. In 
fact, he says he does not recognize the 
government of the United States.  
 
This is a familiar strain used by the so-
called militia movement. I did not know 
that Washington State as well as Louisi-
ana are the only two states that have rec-
ognized organized militias.  
 
The Washington State militia’s mission 
statement says “We believe for the secu-
rity of our Free state of Washington, we 
have the right to create an armed militia 
independent from government control. 
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For years now, we have watched our 
state and country slip into a state of 
tyranny.”  
 
Some of the rest of the statement is 
so poorly written it is difficult to under-
stand what is being said. However, it 
ends with the fact that they do not be-
lieve the President or Governor has 
the right to name a militia because 
they represent the “tyranny” of gov-
ernment. 
 
These folks used to be called the 
“fringe element.” They are not new. 
They didn’t just crop up with our cur-
rent administration. They have been 
around for quite some time and 
through Republican and Democratic 
administrations. 
 
What is new is for an entire group of 
Republicans and a specific news 
channel that feeds on the paranoia of 
its viewers, Fox News Corp., to tout 
them as being mainstream. Some 
elected Republicans have called Bun-
dy, and the militia members who 
showed up fully armed, heroes and 
patriots.  
 
Only after Bundy began to show his 
racist side, did some of these people 
begin to criticize him. After all, they 
know that is just not politically correct. 
 
However, how is it all of a sudden OK 
to declare our government illegiti-
mate? Why do the other ranchers pay 
the fee, but the gun-toters not have 
to? Isn't that called anarchy? When 
did it become right to aim guns at at 
those sent to uphold a law being bro-
ken? 
 
The other ranchers consider Bundy 
nothing more than a freeloader…
something Republicans loath, since 
they take aim at the social safety net 
by casting all in need as such. 
 
Apparently, to Republicans, being a 
freeloader is fine, as long as you carry 
a gun to prove your point. The driving 
force of the militia movement is the 
second amendment. They are anar-
chists posing as protectors of freedom 
with the use of guns. The rule of law is 
theirs alone to interpret, not our gov-
ernment. That is frightening  when 
condoned by a large portion of the 
Republican party. 

sented be a PCO, so it is essential 
that we have volunteers step up now 
to serve as acting and appointed 
PCOs in precincts that did not elect a 
PCO in the last election cycle. 
 

From the Mason County Auditor’s 
office: Precinct Committee Officer 
Elections (PCOs) 
  
Important dates in 2014: 
 

 April 28 Candidate filing by mail 
starts 

 May 12 Candidate filing - online & in 
person starts 

 May 16 Candidate filing ends 
 May 19 Last day to withdraw 
 

Where to file: 
 

Mason County Auditor's Office ac-
cepts filings for all county and local 
offices including Precinct Committee 
Officer. 
  
File online: 
  
Online filling starts May 12 at 9 am 
and ends May 16 at 4 pm. All you 
need is an email address to file online.  
We encourage all PCO candidates to 
file online; the link will be available on 
the Mason County Auditor’s website 
during candidate filing week. 
 
File in person: 
 
The Mason County Auditor's Office is 
open Monday through Friday from 
8:30 am until 4:30 pm and closed for 
lunch 12:30-1:30 pm. at 411 N 5th St. 
Shelton, Washington.  Be sure to use 
the Declaration of Candidacy form - 
Precinct Committee Officer., which 
can be downloaded from the Mason 
County Auditor’s website.  
  
General Information: 
  
Each precinct has two positions open; 
one for the Democratic Party and one 
for the Republican Party.  PCO candi-
dates must affiliate with one of those 
parties when filing. 
  
The term of office is two years and 
starts on December 1st, 2014. 
  
There is no filing fee for PCOs. 
  
You must be registered to vote in the 
precinct you file for; to check which 
precinct you live in visit 
www.myvote.wa.gov and enter your 
voter registration information. 
  
There are two ways for PCOs to be 
elected: 
 
If only one candidate files for either 
the Democratic or Republican posi-
tion, that candidate is considered 
elected immediately on May 20th, 
2014, and issued a certificate of elec-
tion. 
 
If two or more candidates file, the can-
didate receiving the highest number of 
votes in the Primary will be elected 
and issued a certificate of election 
effective August 5, 2014.  PCOs do 
not advance to the General Election 
ballot. 
 
If no one files for office, the political 
party may fill the position by appoint-
ment. (RCW 29A.28.071) A special 3-
day filing period will not be held for 
PCO positions. 
 

(PCO Elections, continued from page 1) 
Notes from the 35th By Fran Moyer 



get to know her 
and give her 
your support to 
unseat Sheldon.  
She's a great candidate!!!  (The April 
24th edition of the Mason County 
Journal  contains a story by Gordon 
Weeks covering Irene's comments at 
our meeting.)  
        
(By the way, although we initially an-
nounced that Insurance Commission-
er Mike Kreidler was our scheduled 
speaker, he was unexpectedly called 
to Washington, D.C. for a meeting in 
the White House.  We are extremely 
thankful to Irene for rearranging her 
schedule at the last minute and com-
ing through for us!  Kreidler has tenta-
tively rescheduled for our July 16th 
meeting.) 
 
I encourage you to come to our next 
meeting on May 21st and show your 
support for Rep. Kathy Haigh.  She's 
always there for us so come be there 
for her! 
 

Peace,  
Marilyn Sayan 

The Democratic Women's Club is sched-
uled to meet on Wednesday, May 21, 
2014 at El Serape in Gateway Center.  
Lunch begins at 11:30 a.m. and the pro-
gram will follow a brief business meeting 
at noon.  State Representative Kathy 
Haigh has agreed to join us and speak 
about the last legislative session and 
update us on her campaign for re-
election.         
 
Last month, Irene Bowling met with our 
group to talk about her campaign for 35th 
LD Senator.  She began by sharing infor-
mation on her life growing up in Kitsap 
County where her grandparents settled 
near Silverdale in the 1930's and where 
she and her family still reside.  She is a 
small business owner, having  operated 
Bowling Music Studies in Bremerton for 
the past 34 years.  Irene made it clear 
that she was frustrated with the obstruc-
tionism of the "Senate Majority Caucus," 
and wanted to see that changed.  She 
also was clear that she supports the val-
ues of the Democratic Party to help 
those in need and to actively protect the 
environment.  There will be other oppor-
tunities to meet with Irene over the next 
few months and I encourage you all to 

Mason County Democratic  Women’s Club Update 
  

by Marilyn Sayan 
Democratic Women’s Club President / PCO 122 Miller 
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Delegates Elected to  
WA State Democratic  
Convention 
 

On April 12 the 35th Legislative 
District elected the following dele-
gates and alternates from Mason 
County to the State Democratic 
Convention in June: 
 

Delegates: 
Adrienne Amar 
Andrew Graham 
Marilyn Vogler 

 

19330 N. US Hwy 101, Skokomish, WA 98584 

Mason County Democrats 

Kennedy Dinner 2014 
 

Sunday, May 18 
 

3 pm Registration 
4 pm Meet & Greet, 

Auction 
5 pm Dinner 

6 pm Speakers 
$50 per person 

 
You may buy tickets at our website 

or at the door. Please pre-pay if possible. 
For more information, please 

call Adrienne Amar, 360-427-1651 

Alternates: 
Linda Amar 
Roslynne Reed 

This beautiful quilt will be auctioned at 
our Kennedy Dinner on May 18. 


