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REFLECTIONS 
Thank you to all of the students who participated in Reflections!  We received so many wonderful  

entries for the 2014 competition.  The theme this year was “The world would be a better place if...” 

which enabled so many creative ideas to grow.  Entries have been judged and our Mt. Bethel winners 

will progress to the county level competition.  Winners chosen at the district level could go on to the state 

level and perhaps even the national competition!  MBES student entries will be displayed at the school 

and awards will be presented after the national level competition is completed in the spring so that we 

can recognize everyone’s accomplishments.  Good luck to our students and watch for news about the 

winners!  If you have any questions, please contact reflections@mtbethelpta.org. 

FOUNDATION PATRON DRIVE 
One Week Remains! 
 

The Mt. Bethel Foundation is a vital component to the quality of education our children receive.   

Your contributions are THE revenue source of our Foundation.  This is the budget that pays the  

salaries of 4 additional personnel, a science lab, a computer lab, professional development for our  

teachers, classroom supplies, technology equipment, online subscriptions and more.   

 

Friday, October 31st, signals the end of the Mt. Bethel Foundation Patron Drive. 

 

Incentives this Year included with a donation of $125 or higher: 

 Principal of the Day drawing in each grade! 

 Popsicle Party with the Principal for classrooms over 90% participation!  

 Two classes will win a parking spot for their teacher!  

 One class will name the Mt. Bethel Street! 

 Fabulous Foundation Magnet! 

Visit our website at www.mbesf.org to donate  

via PayPal or print a donor card! 

 

Thank you for supporting education  

at Mt. Bethel! 

YEARBOOK SALES 
Don’t forget to ORDER YOUR 2014-2015 YEARBOOK!!   

Order online on the PTA Blog—$30 each:  mtbethel.blogs.com. 

 

FINAL DEADLINE – DECEMBER 19TH.  (This was NOT 

part of Pre-Sale, no yearbooks were ordered over the summer). 

mailto:reflections@mtbethelpta.org
http://www.mbesf.org
mtbethel.blogs.com
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL: 

Dear Buccaneer Families, 

 

Nobody ends up at Mt. Bethel by accident.  Families research the schools in our feeder pattern, make decisions on home-ownership, 

and make sacrifices to live in our attendance zone.  This happens because our community has a laser-focus on quality education and 

places tremendous value and emphasis on education.  Our families and teachers have high expectations, and we work with the best 

raw material on the planet every day – our amazing students!  Parents, after all of your research and commitment to finding the 

schools that you think will provide your child with the best education possible, do you want people making decisions about YOUR 

child’s education without exercising YOUR voice?  PLEASE VOTE ON NOVEMBER 4TH. 

 

Did you know that less than 35% of voters are parents of school-age children?  It is critical that our community exercises their 

Democratic right and votes for the candidates that YOU want to see making decisions about OUR students’ education.  Election 

results determine which individuals make these decisions that directly shape your child’s education.  The election on November 4th 

is critical to the state of education in Georgia for the next four years.  We will be electing officials that have a direct impact on 

Georgia public education including: 

 

 The Governor:  The Governor is one of the single, most significant decision-makers in state education.  The Governor and his 

staff develop and submit an annual statewide budget for review and approval by the legislature.  Governors also have “line -

item” veto power which is used to remove appropriations they oppose.  These tools allow the Governor of Georgia to play a 

strong role in establishing priorities for the use of state resources.  

 The Lieutenant Governor:  As the President of the Senate, the Lt. Governor presides over debate in that chamber and 

oversees the movement of legislation (including legislation involving education decisions) through the chamber.  While unable 

to vote or sponsor legislation, the Lt. Governor works with advocates in the Senate to introduce legislation. 

 The State Superintendent of Schools:  The State Superintendent of Schools is the administrative head of the Georgia 

Department of Education.  The Superintendent oversees the state’s K-12 public education system and is charged with 

establishing the policies and managing operations of the system.  The office determines how federal education dollars are 

allocated, the type of standardized testing administered, how our teachers are evaluated and the type of standards they must 

meet.  All of these decisions directly impact your school and your child’s education. 

 The Georgia General Assembly:  The Georgia General Assembly consists of the Senate and the House of Representatives, 

both of which we, as voters, elect.  As elected members, their main role is to propose and vote on legislation and a state budget 

that can and does impact the way our schools function and how our teachers educate. 

 

You can also exercise your voice by calling our current elected officials this month and telling them how important quality public 

education is to you and your child.  For additional information on education issues and legislative news, please visit the PTA 

Legislative section of the blog at:  http://mtbethel.blogs.com/pta/legislative-news.html/. 

 

Please vote on November 4th.  We encourage you to take your child with you to participate, as well!  Casting a vote is your voice in 

hiring the people who will impact your child’s education for the next four years.  

 

Sincerely,  

Jessica Appleyard   Faith Harmeyer    Maria Clark 
Jessica Appleyard, Principal  Faith Harmeyer, Assistant Principal   Maria Clark, Assistant Principal 

LOST AND FOUND: 
Items are accumulating in the Lost and Found!  Please make sure to check the Lost and Found if your child is 

missing anything, especially coats and water bottles.  Lost and Found is located down the hall to the right as you 

come in the main entrance of the school.   

http://mtbethel.blogs.com/pta/legislative-news.html/


MT. BETHEL BUGLE Page 3 

FROM THE PTA CO-PRESIDENTS: 
Dear Mt. Bethel Families and Friends,  

 

It has been a busy month here at Mt. Bethel!  We had many amazing entries for the national PTA 

Reflections contest.  We’re grateful to have had an opportunity to further promote the Arts at Mt. Bethel, 

and we congratulate all of the students who participated.  We appreciate the support we received from 

our wonderful Art teacher Mrs. Astorga and all of the hard work of the PTA Reflections Committee.  

 

In addition to talented artistic students, we have quite a few budding scientists in our midst!  Our students showed us how to make 

science both fun and interesting at the MBESF Science Fair.  A big thank you to Foundation for sponsoring such an important event each 

year!  Don’t forget the Foundation Patron Drive ends in just a few days.  Your contribution helps create rich educational experiences for 

all students by providing enrichment programs, additional instructors, teacher training and technology not covered by the Cobb County 

budget.  

 

This past month our Mt. Bethel students also enjoyed exciting PTA-sponsored educational activities during Conference Week including 

Red Ribbon Week activities promoting healthy living and special live Performing Arts shows promoting important ideas such as math is 

fun and bullying is bad.  Ask your child what he/she learned.  

 

The great news is that the excitement continues!  We’d love for your family to join us for a day of fun, healthy activities and learning at 

our annual Fun Run and Health & Safety Fair on November 8th.  For more information, be sure to read about these events in this month’s 

Bugle.  Additional information can also be found on our PTA blog at mtbethel.blogs.com/funrun. 

 

Our PTA General Meeting is coming up on November 6th at 6:30 p.m.  Jeff Dess will be speaking on “Child Safety in a Digital World.”  

Jeff Dess is an excellent speaker and has over 25 years experience working with parents, educators and kids to help them navigate a wide 

variety of adolescent issues, including internet safety.  Childcare will be provided for elementary aged children during the meeting!  

Watch for the R.S.V.P.   

 

Finally, we would like to encourage you to be an advocate for your child by making your voice heard at the polls on November 4th.  Look 

for the article in this Bugle entitled “People are Making Decisions about Your Child’s Education. Do You Want to Participate?”  For 

more information, please visit the Legislative page on the PTA blog: mtbethel.blogs.com.  

 

We are proud to be part of such a wonderful community here at Mt. Bethel!  Thank you to all of our volunteers who make these great 

events happen!  Let’s keep up the fantastic work!  Remember, PTA welcomes volunteers throughout the year.  If you are interested in 

getting involved, visit our website mtbethel.blogs.com and click on the Toolkit for more information.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Michelle Ferroggiaro  Shawn Lieth  

PTA Co-Presidents  

Mt. Bethel Elementary 

 

VISITING AUTHOR DIANE Z. SHORE TO VISIT MT. BETHEL  
From Wednesday, November 5 – Friday, November 7, award-winning local children’s author Diane Z. Shore 

will be visiting with students and reading her rollicking, rhyming, read-aloud book, Bus-A-Saurus Bop, winner of a 

2004 Children’s Choice Award.  Diane will also share her favorite title, How to Drive Your Sister Crazy!, and her 

non-fiction series, This is the Game, This is the Feast, and This is the Dream,  

along with  poems, puzzles, riddles and her Highlights for Children articles.   

Diane’s energetic, educational, and inspirational performance is designed to get  

kids excited about reading and writing.  Student will also have chance to order  

autographed copies of Diane’s book.  Click here for an order form.  All orders 

placed by October 31 will be delivered the day of your child’s visit with Diane 

Shore.  Order deadline:  November 14. 

 

If you have questions, please email visitingauthors@mtbethelpta.org. 

mtbethel.blogs.com/funrun
mtbethel.blogs.com
mtbethel.blogs.com
http://mtbethel.blogs.com/pta/book%20order%20form%20DZS%20nov%20dl%20-%20MF%20update.pdf
mailto:visitingauthors@mtbethelpta.org
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BUCCANEER BRIEFS 

28th ANNUAL MT. BETHEL FUN RUN 
Saturday, November 8, 2014  
5K begins at 8:00 a.m.  1 Mile begins at 9:00 a.m.  1/2 Mile “Kindergarten Trot” begins at 9:30 a.m.   

Everyone wanted!  Help us make the 28th Annual Fun Run the best run ever.  All Fun Run participants will  

receive a long-sleeved moisture wicking T-shirt and a race bag full of sponsor goodies.  If you missed the early 

registration deadline, you can still register!  Just turn in your application and late registration fee of $23.   

You can even come and register the morning of the race.  Please make checks payable to the Mt. Bethel PTA.  

 

Mr. Morris & Ms. Denman will be leading the race again this year on their motorcycles.  One class in each grade with the highest class 

participation will win a visit from the spirit cart!  Remember that your teacher counts as participation for the race... and don’t forget  

teachers that are present can enter a special raffle drawing at the awards ceremony.  

 

We are always seeking volunteers to help, especially on the day of the race.  Please help us to ensure the safety of our children and  

volunteer.  Questions?  Please contact: funrun@mtbethelpta.org.  Please also see information on our website: mtbethel.blogs.com/funrun. 

CULTURAL CELEBRATIONS 2014 
Come help us share the culture of the Mt. Bethel community.  We have started our planning for this year’s 

Cultural Celebration week, which is December 8-12.  During this week, children will develop an aware-

ness of their own heritage as well as learn about customs and celebrations from around the world.  We 

would like to invite parents and community members to participate in the event by displaying artifacts and 

lending their expertise or information in these areas.  We also need volunteers to present on MBTV, create 

displays, and help with set up and take down.  If you are interested in making a contribution in any form, 

please contact Ruby Kaur, Sonia Markey or Sophie Ting at CulturalCelebrations@mtbethelpta.org.   

 

Thank you all in advance for all you do to make this event a success and educational for our children.   

We look forward to hearing from you.  

HABITAT TRAIL MAINTENANCE DAY 
Fall is such a terrific time to go outside and get your hands dirty, and we can’t think of a better place than 

the Mt. Bethel Elementary School Nature Habitat!   On Sunday, November 2, we will have our regular 

fall trail maintenance project, beginning at 3:00 p.m. and ending around 4:30 p.m.  This is an outdoor  

activity for the whole family.  Our tasks involve raking, moving fallen limbs, and other simple jobs that 

help keep this beautiful area clean and usable.  No need to R.S.V.P.  Just meet in the parking lot.  It is  

recommended that everybody wear long sleeves and long pants, and bring work gloves and a bottle of  

water.  We always appreciate a couple of gas-powered leaf blowers, which make the trail cleaning go  

especially fast.  We look forward to seeing you in the woods! 

ANNUAL HEALTH & SAFETY FAIR 
Saturday, November 8, 2014 from 7:00 a.m.– 10:30 a.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room 

“Spin Into Health & Safety”  Sponsored by Northside Hospital! 

 
Hula Hooping Face Painting Fire Safety Exhibit Chiropractic Spinal Screening 

Hand Washing Demo Whole Foods Creation Station 50’s Dancing Demo (*New this year!) 

Brazilian Jiu Jitsu Demo (*New this year!)   Learn to Play Chess  

Bagels & Coffee (Thank you Starbucks and Bagelicious) And so much more…… 

 

For questions, contact Janice Winfrey or Christi McCarey at healthsafety@mtbethelpta.org. 

mailto:funrun@mtbethelpta.org
mtbethel.blogs.com/funrun
mailto:CulturalCelebrations@mtbethelpta.org
mailto:healthsafety@mtbethelpta.org
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TEACHER FEATURE 
KINDERGARTEN: 
Kindergarten is looking forward to celebrating 50 days at school.  Another highlight is our Fall  

Festival.  Our students will also be learning about and visiting our community helpers. 

 

 

FIRST:  We are so thrilled to have all of our first grade rituals and routines in place!  We’ve come so far this first nine 

weeks.  First graders will be stepping into addition and subtraction strategies within 20!  WOW!  There is much anticipa-

tion surrounding our newest American Heroes to be introduced - Thomas Jefferson and Lewis & Clark.  Finally, at the 

end of the month, we’ll carry on the Mt. Bethel first grade tradition of Scarecrow Day as we celebrate everything FALL 

on October 31st.   

 

SECOND:  Second grade has been learning about the Creek and Cherokee tribes and how they lived on the land that is 

our present state of Georgia.  The students are studying how Native Americans used many things from nature in their 

everyday lives.  As a culminating activity we will be having NATIVE AMERICAN DAY on November 3rd.  Games 

similar to those enjoyed by the Native Americans will be played and a visiting speaker will share her knowledge and 

artifacts she has gathered to further allow our second graders an interactive glimpse into our history.  

 

THIRD:  Third grade is excited about an upcoming field trip to the Cobb County Superior Court to experience its new-

est program: You Be the Judge, where students have the opportunity to participate in a mock trial in an actual courtroom!  

On November 11th, Veterans Day, the third grade students will have the opportunity to listen to a guest speaker share 

what it was like serving in the military.  

 

 

FOURTH:  The Fourth Grade welcomes new team members Ms. Kenney, Mrs. Thomason, and Mrs. Whittington.   

As Quarter 1 ends, the fourth graders are completing units on the weather and Native Americans.  The students also  

enjoyed a field trip to the Cobb County Fire Safety Village in August. 

 

 

FIFTH:  Currently, fifth graders are studying the Civil War.  Students visited the Atlanta History Center on September 

9 and 12 to participate in the Price of Freedom: The Causes and Consequences of the Civil War.  This is a special  

program that has been running for the last three years in celebration of the Sesquicentennial.  Students had an  

opportunity to enhance their understanding by inviting Russell Bonds, the author of Stealing the General, to share his 

knowledge about the Civil War.  On October 8th, fifth graders further explored aspects of the Civil War, like the General 

Locomotive, an impressive Civil War collection, and the Glover Machine works, at the Southern Museum of Civil War 

and Locomotive History. 

SPOTLIGHT:  MR. MORRIS’S FIFTH GRADE CLASS 
During the fifth grade field trip to the Civil War museum, Mr. Morris’s class was walking on the site with the 

museum’s curator.  The class was on a small hill near the shanty building and the curator was talking about  

history being all around you.  At this moment Mateen S. bent over and picked up a piece off the ground and said, 

“Do you mean like this?”  He handed the piece to the curator who paused in his talk and looked very closely at 

what Mateen had picked up.  The curator was very interested!   

 

Later the curator came back and told the class it was definitely a piece  

from a Civil War firearm!  Because it was found on the museum property  

it belonged to the museum, but he wanted to get Mateen’s full name and 

information.  He wants to put it in the museum newsletter and Mateen will 

get full credit for the “find.”   

 

What an exciting day for Mateen and Mr. Morris’s fifth grade class! 

KKK   
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B U C C A N E E R   
Thanks to Beth Shore and Maura Lewis for organizing Red Ribbon Week!  

 
Bravos to the Coaches and Counselors who made Red Ribbon Week such a success!  

Many thanks to the Mt. Bethel Girl Scout troops who made the banners and to the 

parent volunteers who helped decorate our campus.  

 
Bravos also to the Mt. Bethel students, teachers, staff and Administration for supporting Red Ribbon Week activities! 

 
A huge thank you to Jennifer Rust and Peter Brown for all your hard work on the planning and designing of the new landscaping 

around the Outdoor Stage.  

 
Thanks to Neetu Sharma and Chana Wade for attending Advocacy Day on behalf of the PTA. 

 
Thank you to Donna Brodsky and Stacy Ollmert for hosting our first Kid’s Care meeting of the school year. 

 
Thank you Christi Hodges for arranging such fantastic Cultural Arts performances for our students during Conference Week. 

 
Thanks to Anna Deason for bringing volunteers for the book fair to our sister school Powers Ferry.  A huge THANK YOU to the 

wonderful volunteers who helped make the Powers Ferry Book Fair a big success. 

 

Thank you to the volunteers that helped unpack the  bookroom for the primary grades:  Lindsey Thompson, Chana Wade, Nicole 

Fantz, Ellen Bloch Nagel, Vicki Tropauer, Kristin Kamerling, Shira Shiknis, Amy Sewell, Wendy Feis, and Alex Reed.   

These leveled books can now be put in the hands of the kiddos! 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH: 

 

“Real integrity is doing the right thing, 

knowing that nobody’s going to know 

whether you did it or not.” 

 

  - Oprah Winfrey 

CHARACTER EDUCATION WINNERS:  
Month:  September   Word:  Integrity 
  

First Grade    Third Grade    Fifth Grade 

Greenwald:  Riya K.     Boutwell:  David F.     Argo:  Brooke B.   

Laney:  Morgan S.     Bredickas:  Charlie N.     Danner:  Gabriel H.   

H. Mullins:  Lilah Kate W.    Ferguson:  Katie Q.     Dietrich:  Will Q.   

Osburn:  Gaby R.     Gray:  Stephen Z.     Haddock:  Joey W. 

Searcy:  Ethan B.     Hoeflinger:  Dawson J.     Hinkel:  Jacob D.     

Shaw:  Declan M.     McClain:  Kate D.     Morris:  Emily W.   

Smith:  Thomas M.     M. Mullins:  Olivia O.   Perry:  Colin H.     

 

Second Grade     

Cabral:  Michael M.     Fourth Grade 

Chaviano:  Tyler B.     O’Neill:  Brian M.   

Curry:  Lew F.    Kenney:  Corey A.   

George:  Lawson R.     Sides:  Jacob B. 

Haag:  Drew T.      Sikes:  Josiah E.   

Hart:  Avie H.      Thomason:  Rylan S.   

Henry:  Lilianna L.     Whittington:  Kirsten M.   
Norris:  Tessa B.      
     Pursley:  Reagan M. 
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B R A V O S !!!!!!!  
A huge thank you to Laura Rhea, Natalie Collins, Nancy Anderson, Amy Alterman and Dana Jelinek for helping us re-screen  

first and fourth students for vision and hearing!  Thank you!! 

 

A huge thank you to Maria MacInnis for our incredible Spirit Wear designs this year!  Maria did a great job working over the  

summer and throughout the school year so far to get this done. 

 

Big Buccaneer Bravos to Maria Speizer for publishing our new directory this year! 

 

A big thank you to Amy White in all her efforts to for the Field Trip T’s.  Looking forward to seeing all the kids in their new shirts 

this year. 

 

A huge thank you to Kerey Toms and Dara Onori for organizing a FANTASTIC week of lunches, breakfasts, coffees, etc. for our 

wonderful staff during Conference Week.  Another big thanks to all of the parents that sent items in.  The staff very much appreciates 

all of your efforts. 

 

Thanks to Nicole Robertson & Janice Winfrey for working with Heather Kindschy & Judith Lee in getting MBTV (formerly Mt. 

Bethel AM) up and running! 

 

Big kudos to Hannah Warren for the super creative and informative display case near the lobby of the school.   It always looks 

great!  Thanks Hannah! 

 

Thank you to Lori Garner and all of the volunteers that keep the new Learning Commons staffed with helpful, friendly faces for the 

kids! 

 

Thank you to Gina Laney for organizing and keeping up the database for our Trained Parent Volunteers.  We had close to 350 parents 

get trained!!!  
 
Bravos to Laura Rhea and Rachael Astorga for organizing our Reflections arts program and collecting and submitting our entries.  

FOUNDATION  
The Foundation was so pleased to see all of our young scientists at the Annual Science Fair!   

We would like to extend our gratitude to all of the parents, teachers, businesses and volunteers that 

devoted their time to the success of the Fair.  We could not provide such an amazing opportunity 

without your time and energy! 

 

Camp Kingfisher/Chattahoochee Nature Center Playin’ On Purpose/ Brainy Builders 

IMAGINE Out of this World  Office Max  Whole Foods 

 

Volunteer team:  Meg Bowles, Carol Chrestensen, Lyle Curry, Ben Entrekin, Karen Johnson, Christi McCarey, Mary Moore, Will 

Moore, Venkat Nimmagadda, DJ Singla, Karen Tate, Ellen Bloch Nagel, Vicky Rice, Janice Winfrey and Akina Yim de Cleir.   

 

Custodial staff:  John Maflin, Timothy Kukyendel, Bryant Manzo, and Francis Renou. 

 

Thank you to all our instructors who provided hands on activities for our scientists:  Janna Atkins, Carolyn Cooper, Meredith Wagner, 

Gloria Frey, Heather Kindschy and Judith Lee.  Thank you to Krissy Gray for working so closely with us and providing your support!   

 

Finally, the Foundation was fortunate to have a corporate sponsor this year that 

funded the Science Fair.   

 

A special thanks is due to Summit Midstream Partners- thank you for allowing 

our students to explore the messy, fun and fascinating word of science.   
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 Red Ribbon Week:  

  Help Your Child Stand Up to Peer Pressure 

 By Kellie Oakes 
 

At Mt. Bethel and in schools across the country, Red Ribbon Week is a time when children learn about the 

dangers of drugs and alcohol.  Red Ribbon Week is this week, October 20-24, and lessons are being taught during 

P.E. and counseling.  Since the counselors see classes once every two weeks, your child might receive his/her Red Ribbon Week 

lesson next week.  Unfortunately, one week out of the year does not provide enough information on such a serious and dangerous 

topic.  Parents play the most important role in helping their kids say no to drugs.  There are things you can be doing at home even at 

a very young age to help encourage your child to make the right choice.  It is important that they get accurate information from you 

before their peers start telling them differently.  You want to make sure you have opened the lines of communication with your child 

long before he/she is faced with peer pressure and uncomfortable situations.  National studies show that the average age when a 

child first tries alcohol is 11; for marijuana, it’s 12 (Children Now, 2014).  That statistic is scary, but makes it clear that parents 

can’t wait until middle school or high school to begin having conversations with their children about drugs and alcohol.  

 

During the early elementary years, it is best to focus on healthy vs. unhealthy choices.  It is also important to explain the 

difference between good drugs and bad drugs.  You can talk about the importance of healthy food choices and making healthy life-

style choices.  You are the best role model for your child.  When you give your child medicine explain that medicine is a good drug 

that can help our bodies when used properly.  Children need to know the dangers of taking medicine when they don’t really need it.  

They also need to know they should never take medicine without the help of a trusted adult.   

 

In our counseling lessons at school we begin talking about cigarettes in second and third grade.  We move on to drugs and 

alcohol in fourth and fifth grade.  At this age, it’s great to role play with your child.  Explain to them that as they get older they 

might find themselves in a situation where other kids are trying drugs or alcohol and they might feel pressured to try it too.  Let 

them know your family’s rules and expectations.  Role play with your child and talk about different things your child could say to 

get out of the situation.  If your child feels like he/she knows how to handle peer pressure, he/she is more likely to make a good 

choice when faced with it.   

 

Reference:  http://www.childrennow.org/index.php/learn/twk_drugs. 

WHAT’S NEW IN THE COMPUTER LAB 
During Conference Week, a letter on green paper will be sent home with students in 2nd-5th grades  

explaining how to download Type to Learn 4 to their home computers.  Keyboarding skills are stressed 

in 2nd and 3rd grade using the Type to Learn 4 program.  Please take advantage of this free download 

and encourage your student to learn and to practice their keyboarding skills.  First grade students will 

be introduced to the program later this school year.  The Type to Learn 4 software is made available to 

all Mt. Bethel students by the Mt. Bethel Foundation.  

SCIENCE LAB UPDATE 
We are having fun and learning a ton in Science Lab!  What a bunch of amazing scientists we have at Mt. Bethel!  

We started off the year reviewing the Scientific Method with all of our Buccaneer Scientists.  Then, the activities 

in Science Lab started to follow the Science curriculum in each of the grade levels.   

 

In Kindergarten, we are talking about different and alike and “classifying.”  In first grade, we are talking about all 

kinds of weather and how weather makes a difference in our lives.  Second grade has started getting more in 

depth with the States of Matter.  In third grade, we are looking very closely at rocks and minerals.  Fourth grade 

has been busy with the Water Cycle.  Finally, fifth grade has been doing activities to simulate constructive and 

destructive forces on our Earth. 

 

Thank you to all of the parents for supporting our Science Lab at Mt. Bethel.  We couldn’t do what we do without your support! 

*** November 10-14 is School Psychology Awareness Week—Thank you to Dr. Vicki Bunke for servicing Mt. Bethel!! 

http://www.childrennow.org/index.php/learn/twk_drugs
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SPECIALS REPORT: 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION: 

 
Fall is finally in the air and our temperatures are cooling enough for P.E. classes to stay outside all day.  

Of course the temperature can be cool in the morning and very warm in the afternoon so be sure to wear 

layers to keep your body from being too hot or too cold.  Kindergarten students are being introduced to 

many new skills and activities that they will continue to use throughout their time in elementary school.  

Some of the things we are introducing include long and short jump ropes, hula hooping, underhand and 

over-hand throwing, catching, and dribbling and bouncing different size balls.  We have also started some 

simple tag games which introduce chasing and fleeing.   

 

First and second grade students are continuing to practice these skills and activities and are becoming more proficient.   

All of the skills we teach build on each other and then will eventually be applied in game situations.  Third, fourth and fifth grade 

students have completed the majority of the Fitnessgram pre-tests and will work to improve or maintain their levels of fitness this 

year.  We are looking forward to letting these classes see how fast they can run/walk one mile during October as a cardiovascular 

assessment.  The older students will be playing street hockey, practicing basketball skills, playing tag games, and will cont inue  

doing lots of throwing and catching activities and playing games during October and November.  

 

Please continue to be sure your student is dressed for activity when they have P.E.  Tennis shoes that lace or Velcro  

tightly are the best thing to wear.  Boots and Crocs really are not safe and unfortunately those students will need to watch from the 

sidelines.  The Specials calendar is posted in your classroom and also on the P.E. blog at cobblearning.net/pecoaches.   

Thanks for your support! 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NOTES FROM THE ART ROOM: 
 

A big thanks to everyone who has sent in empty egg cartons and paper towel rolls.  Please continue bringing 

your recyclables to “up cycle” into paint containers and sculptures.  Also needed are small plastic containers 

with lids.  So don’t throw away those yogurt containers and take-out containers!  Feel free to donate any old 

fabric scraps, bottle corks, and meat trays.  

 

The halls are beginning to look very colorful with all of the new artwork being displayed.  Please take some 

time when you are visiting the school to look at the kindergarten line and color paintings, the first and fifth 

grade self-portraits, the third grade underwater portraits, the second grade family portraits and the soon-to-

be finished second and fourth grade castles.  Fifth grade is beginning the first clay project of the year with historical figure busts.   

 

Mt. Bethel is joining Artsonia.com, the world’s largest student gallery.  First, third and fifth grade will be the first grades to have 

their finished art work uploaded to Artsonia.  Look for more information to come home soon with log-in information for those 

grades.  Please visit Mrs. Astorga’s art blog at mtbethelart.blogspot.com. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TARGET NEWS: 
 

What an exciting Thursday morning we had showcasing the ingenuity and creativity of a select group of 

students in Target!  In our “Field Trip to the Moon” focus of study with 4th and 5th graders, students 

learned about the Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter, then designed and constructed a new and improved  

version of their own…using recyclables!  Ms. Appleyard, Ms. Harmeyer, Mrs. Clark, Mrs. Kindschy and 

Mrs. Lee were invited to join these students for breakfast, and to celebrate the students’ outstanding  

efforts.  Then, Alex Criss did an excellent job sharing his LRO during the morning newscast.  The  

Breakfast Club will meet every two to three months.  The criteria will change with each meeting as to  

how students are chosen.  We can’t wait to see who will excel next time!   

 

Visit the Target blog at mbestarget.wix.com/gifted. 

cobblearning.net/pecoaches
file:///C:/Users/stephpatel/Documents/artsonia.com
mtbethelart.blogspot.com
mbestarget.wix.com/gifted
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NOTES FROM THE 

NURSE: 
Flu season is quickly approaching and it is 

time to think about getting the flu vaccine.  

Influenza is a viral illness, and typical symp-

toms include fever, cough, chills, sore throat, headache, and muscle 

aches, which usually begin about 1-4 days after being exposed to 

someone with the flu.  Symptoms are usually mild to moderate in 

most people, but can be more severe in the elderly or very young 

children. 

  

Although most people understand the importance of a yearly  flu 

shot for people over the age of 65, many parents overlook  the need 

for a flu shot for their children.  The influenza shot is an inactivated 

or killed vaccine and is usually changed each year to keep up with 

the most common strains of the influenza virus that are circulating 

and most likely to cause infections.  It is recommended that all chil-

dren between the ages of six months and 18 years get a flu shot, but 

it is especially important for those in high risk groups, including:  

 

 Children aged six to 59 months; 

 Pregnant women; 

 Persons aged 50 years and older; 

 Children and adults with most chronic health conditions, in-

cluding asthma, diabetes, neurological and neuromuscular dis-

orders, and immune system problems; 

 Children and teens who are taking aspirin because of the risk 

of Reye Syndrome; 

 Residents of long-term care facilities; 

 Household contacts and out-of-home caregivers of children 

aged under six months or in other high risk groups above; 

 Health-care personnel who provide direct patient care. 

 

Even if your child is not in a high risk group, he can still get a flu 

vaccine if you want to simply reduce his risk of getting the flu this 

year!  Please contact your health care provider with any specific 

questions regarding the flu vaccine. 

  

We are still accepting any and all donations for the Clinic.   

Everything is greatly appreciated!  Thanks so much to those of you 

who have brought in supplies! 

   

Keeping Mt. Bethel healthy, 

Cindy Steuer, RN, BSN, 770-578-7248  ext. 255 

HAPPY HALLOWEEN! 
 

Here are some safety tips for Halloween, per the CDC: 

  

S  Swords, knives, and similar costume accessories should be short, soft & flexible. 

A  Avoid trick-or-treating alone.  Walk in groups or with a trusted adult. 

F  Fasten reflective tape to costumes and bags to help drivers see you. 

E  Examine all treats for choking hazards and tampering before eating them.  Limit the amount of treats you eat. 

  

H  Hold a flashlight while trick-or-treating to help you see and others see you. 

A  Always test make-up in a small area first.  Remove it before bedtime to prevent skin and eye irritation. 

L  Look both ways before crossing the street.  Use established crosswalks wherever possible. 

L  Lower your risk for serious eye injury by not wearing decorative contact lenses. 

O  Only walk on sidewalks or on the far edge of the road facing traffic to stay safe. 

W Wear well-fitting masks, costumes, and shoes to avoid blocked vision, trips, and falls. 

E  Eat only factory-wrapped treats.  Avoid eating homemade treats unless you know the cook well. 

E  Enter homes only if you’re with a trusted adult.  Otherwise, stay outside. 

N  Never walk near lit candles or luminaries.  Be sure to wear flame-resistant costumes. 

  

 HAVE FUN AND BE SAFE!!! 

SPIRIT WEAR FRIDAYS! 
Remember, Mt. Bethel students 

can show their school spirit by 

wearing their favorite Mt. Bethel 

apparel each Friday to school. 

 

Show your Buccaneer pride and 

support Mt. Bethel!   

BLAKE COOPER PRODUCTIONS 
Come and see the Annual School Musical!   

Blake Cooper Productions and Mt. Bethel Elementary 

School proudly present “Disney’s The Jungle Book 

Kids.”  Friday, October 24 and Saturday, October 

25 at 7:00 p.m. on the Dodgen Middle School stage.  

Tickets are only $10 and can be purchased at the door 

or at www.bcprod.org through PayPal.   

http://www.bcprod.org
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE: YOUR KIDS, YOUR VOTE 
People Are Making Decisions About Your Child’s Education!  Do You Want To Participate? 

Did you know that less than 35% of voters in the July 2012 primary election were parents of school aged 

children (adults ages 49 and under)?  This and others statistics are available on the Georgia Secretary of 

State website.  Our elected officials make decisions about education and other issues that are important to 

our children and our community.  Election results determine which individuals make these decisions that 

directly shape your child’s education. 

 

As parents, we devote an enormous amount of time and energy contemplating and worrying about our 

children’s future.  Are they receiving the best education and participating in activities that will prepare 

them for challenges ahead?  Are their friends a good influence and are they making good choices?  And 

so on, and so on!  We know that education has a direct impact on their future.  However, are you aware of how many individuals in 

government office directly influence the quality of education our children are provided?  Here are just a few of the leaders who have 

a direct impact: 

 

 The Governor:  The Governor is one of the single, most significant decision maker in education. The Governor and his staff 

develop and submit an annual statewide budget for review and approval by the legislature.  Governors also have “line-item” 

veto power which is used to remove appropriations they oppose.  These tools allow the Governor of Georgia to play a strong 

role in establishing priorities for the use of state resources. In other words, important decisions about how much money is allo-

cated and how many resources are provided for our state’s education are made in the Governor’s office! 

 The State Superintendent of Schools:  The State Superintendent of Schools is the administrative head of the Georgia Depart-

ment of Education.  The Superintendent oversees the state’s K-12 public education system and is charged with establishing the 

policies and managing operations of the system.  The office determines how federal education dollars are allocated, the type of 

standardized testing administered, how our teachers are evaluated and the type of standards they must meet.  All these decisions 

directly impact your school and your child’s education. 

 The Georgia General Assembly:  The Georgia General Assembly consists of the Senate and the House of Representatives, 

both of which we, as voters, elect.  As elected members, their main role is to propose and vote on legislation and state budget 

that can and does impact the way our schools function and how our teachers educate. 

 The Cobb County Board of Education (BOE):  The Cobb County BOE members have full authority to control and manage 

the public schools within Cobb County School District, which does not include Marietta City Schools.  They hire your school 

system’s superintendent, make our school system’s budget decisions and allocations, determine property taxes which fund our 

schools and manage the implementation of the education SPLOST dollars.  In short, guided by the policies and budget provided 

by the State, the Board of Education sets the direction of the Cobb County School District. 

 

As parents, our lives are extremely hectic and it’s difficult to prioritize except when it impacts our children and their future.  With 

this in mind, one of the most important tasks you can accomplish this November is to vote and have the opportunity to “hire” the 

individuals you believe will make the best choices for your child’s education! 

 

Georgia’s Secretary of State is making the voting process easier than ever: 

 

 Absentee Ballot:  Any voter in the state of Georgia can request an absentee ballot for any reason. Applications must be re-

ceived by October 31st and all ballots must be returned by 7:00 p.m. on November 4th.  Election officials request that submis-

sions of absentee ballot applications be turned in as soon as possible.  

 Advance Voting: Throughout Cobb County, there are advance voting locations, many of which open October 13th. 

 Sample Ballot:  You can print your very own sample ballot before Election Day.  Use the sample ballot to help make decisions 

ahead of time, so you are well-informed and efficient. 

 Polling Place Information:  Enter your address and zip code on the “My Voter Page” on the Secretary of State website.  This 

option will provide you the address of your polling place – Effortless! 

 

To Summarize, If You Want a World Class Education – Hire the Right People!  Get Out and VOTE on 

November 4th! 

 

For more information, visit the Georgia Secretary of State website at http://www.mvp.sos.ga.gov/ or scan this 

QR Code: 

 

For questions, please contact legislative@mtbethelpta.org. 

http://www.mvp.sos.ga.gov/
mailto:legislative@mtbethelpta.org
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The Bugle is prepared, printed, and paid for with PTA funds.   

The Bugle is prepared by Editor Stephanie Patel, bugle@mtbethelpta.org and distributed by Vicki Tropauer. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

November 3 
Teriyaki Chicken w/ Rice 

*** 

Cheese Stuffed Breadstick 
*** 

Chicken Caesar or  

Vegetarian Caesar Salad 

November 4 
 

 

ELECTION DAY 

 

NO SCHOOL 
 

November 5 
Chicken Nuggets w/ Roll 

*** 

Lasagna Roll-Up 
*** 

Grilled Chicken or  

Vegetarian Fruit Salad 

November 6 
Hamburger or Cheeseburger 

*** 

Baked Breaded Chicken w/ 
Roll 

*** 

Chef or Vegetarian Chef 

Salad 

November 7 
Pizza 

*** 

Mac & Cheese w/ Fish Nuggets 
*** 

Chicken, Tuna or Egg Salad 

Plate 

November 10 

General Tso’s Chicken w/ Rice 

*** 

Cheese Stuffed Breadstick 
*** 

Chicken Caesar or  

Vegetarian Caesar Salad 

November 11 

Grilled Chicken or Chicken 

Filet Sandwich 

*** 
Baked Potato 

*** 

Popcorn Chicken or  

Vegetarian Chef Salad 

November 12 

Nachos 

*** 

Garlic Bread w/ Marinara  
Sauce 

*** 

Grilled Chicken or  

Vegetarian Fruit Salad 

November 13 

Roasted Chicken w/ Roll 

*** 

Pizza 
*** 

Taco or Vegetarian Taco 

Salad 

November 14 
BBQ Sandwich 

*** 

Popcorn Chicken w/ Roll 
*** 

Chicken Tender or  

Vegetarian Chef Salad 

November 17 
Teriyaki Chicken w/ Rice 

*** 

Cheese Stuffed Breadstick 
*** 

Chicken Caesar or  

Vegetarian Caesar Salad 

November 18 
Ultra Frank w/ Onion Rings 

*** 

Soup & Sandwich 
*** 

Popcorn Chicken or  

Vegetarian Chef Salad 

November 19 
 

Turkey & Stuffing 

*** 
Chicken Patty Sandwich 

*** 

Yogurt Fruit Plate 

November 20 
Hamburger or Cheeseburger 

*** 

Baked Breaded Chicken w/ 
Roll 

*** 

Chef or Vegetarian Chef 

Salad 

November 21 
Pizza 

*** 

Mac & Cheese w/ Popcorn 
Shrimp 

*** 

Chicken, Tuna or Egg Salad 

Plate 

November 24 
 

THANKSGIVING 

BREAK- NO SCHOOL 

November 25 November 26 November 27 
 

HAPPY  

THANKSGIVING! 

November 28 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 

 

 

October 24-25:  Blake Cooper Play: “Disney’s The Jungle Book Kids” 

October 31:  MBESF Patron drive ends 

November 2:  Daylight Savings, Habitat Clean up 3:00 p.m. 

November 3:  Spirit Night - Cheeky, 5:00-9:00 p.m. 

November 4:  NO SCHOOL, Election Day - Please vote! 

November 5:  Board Meeting 9:30 a.m., Student Council Elections 

November 5-7:  Visiting Author, Diane Z. Shore 

November 6:  PTA General Meeting, 6:30 p.m. - Speaker Jeff Dess 

“Child Safety in the Digital World” 

November 8:  Fun Run/Health and Safety Fair 

November 12:  Kids Care, 2:15-3:15 p.m. - Watch E-Minder to sign up 

November 17-20:  Spirit of Giving (K-4), Random Acts of Kindness 

(5th grade only) 

November 24-28:  Thanksgiving Break 

SPIRIT NIGHT AT 

CHEEKY 
Monday, November 3  

from 5:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
 

Take the night off from cooking and EAT AT CHEEKY!  

Head on over to The Avenue and enjoy delicious Mexican 

cuisine with family and friends.  Mt. Bethel will  receive a 

percentage of the profits.  As always, please make sure to 

mention that you are with Mt. Bethel  Elementary. 


