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POLICY MATTERS
Care for the Homeless

Care for the Homeless Executive Director Bobby Watts was one 
of a host of advocates testifying about how to fight, prevent and 
end homelessness at a February 27th hearing of the New York 
City Council. They were witnesses along with new Department of 
Homeless Services Commissioner Gilbert Taylor. Watts asked the 
Council and the city administration to make the commitment and 
find the political will to end homelessness in New York City.

Much of the testimony at the hearing was a response to a series of 
articles that ran in the New York Times last December by investigative 
reporter Andrea Elliott documenting the frank horrors at some family 
shelters. Just days before the hearing, Mayor de Blasio announced 
plans to shut down the Auburn Family shelter that was the focus 
of that reporting along with another city owned/city run facility as 
a family facility and move the more than 400 children in those two 
shelters to other housing.

Watts argued for the need to provide health and other related 
services to people experiencing homelessness and for the Care 
for the Homeless Agenda to End Homelessness. He also took the 
opportunity to thank City Council for restoring past budget cuts to health services for homeless populations and other 
services, and to thank Council’s General Welfare Chair Stephen Levin for legislation he is soon to introduce creating a 
city Intergovernmental Council to coordinate homeless policy in New York City.

Watts, like many other witnesses, “rejoiced” in the news that the two substandard family shelters were to be closed to 
families.  But he also quoted the mother of Dasani Coates, the young girl that was the focus of Andrea Elliot’s stories, as 
saying, “It takes all of this for something to happen? Why was it so hard to do this three years ago?”

Watts said what was needed to move ahead was just a matter of will. He lauded the unique opportunity to bring 
commitment and political will together with a new Mayor and new City Council deeply committed to fighting and 
ending homelessness.     

What Dasani’s story teaches us: the power of 
political will

For more information please contact Jeff Foreman at: policy@cfhnyc.org or at www.careforthehomeless.org    
30 E. 33rd Street   Fifth Floor    New York, NY 10016     (212)-366-4459

Become an advocate today! Join us on Facebook 
and on Twitter for up-to-the-minute info.
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Care for the Homeless and our client leaders have been fighting for a “30% rent cap” for people living with HIV/AIDS in 
city subsidized HASA (HIV/AIDS Services Administration) housing. So we joined Mayor de Blasio and Governor Cuomo 
in hailing their action to guarantee that the more than 10,000 New Yorkers who are HASA tenants pay no more than 
30% of their gross income in rent.

Unlike most extremely low income subsidized housing for poor households, HASA never guaranteed a 30% rent cap. 
It always should have. 

Governor Cuomo said, “By implementing a 30% income cap for low-income renters with HIV/AIDS, we are protecting 
New Yorkers in need and making our communities stronger, healthier, and more compassionate for all.”  Story continues.

Celebrating a victory on the road to end homelessness 

Care for the Homeless Executive Director Bobby Watts
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Our client advocates spoke out for this most recently the 
day before the joint announcement. We’ve visited with policy 
makers and elected officials urging the change. This 30% rent 
cap guarantee, when it is put into effect, will protect over 
10,000 people living with HIV/AIDS in the HASA program.

Study after study documents homelessness is a public 
health hazard, especially increasing risks for people living 
with HIV/AIDS. The 30% cap is a federal HUD guideline. No low 
income household should pay more than 30% of household 
income for housing.

While we celebrate this victory we recognize the need to 
make 30% capped housing available to every homeless 
household, the need to protect the commitment of Mayor de 
Blasio and Governor Cuomo in statute and how many people 
how very many people experiencing homelessness are still 
without access to this kind of subsidy that promises far better 
outcomes even as it saves taxpayer dollars.

Celebrating a victory continued ...
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New study documents vulnerability of homeless people to 
violent attacks
People experiencing homelessness are increasingly being victimized by violent attacks. Care for the Homeless has been 
advocating for legislation to add the intentional targeting of people for attack simply because they are homeless as a 
protected category under the state hate crimes law. Now a new study, published in the February issue of Violence and 
Victims, documents how the threat of violence has increased.
  The study of clients of Health Care for the Homeless federal grantees found people experiencing homelessness were 
almost 25 times more likely than the general population to be victims of physical assaults. The victimization rate among 
homeless populations was a staggering 49% compared with a general population rate of 2%.
Other national surveys have also found increasing attacks on homeless people and with increasing violence. The studies 
indicate the attacks are usually perpetrated by teenage boys or very young men. When asked for the motive for attacks 
the perpetrators most often respond that it was easy because homeless people are so vulnerable or can provide no 
explanation at all. 
   In New York State, legislation called the “Homeless Protection Act” addressing attacks on people because they are 
homeless has been introduced in both the State Senate (bill S1148-2013) and the State Assembly (bill A8275-2013). 
Please join us in urging adoption of this first step to protect vulnerable people from senseless violence.


