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POLICY MATTERS
Care for the Homeless

For struggling New Yorkers, families experiencing 
homelessness and their advocates, 2014 holds exceptional 
promise. We ended 2013 with city school children delivering 
10,000 petitions they circulated on their own to City Hall 
with the message “a shelter is not a home” urging that the 
city “give homeless families a little help with paying rent.”

The New Year began with Mayor Bill de Blasio pledging no 
New Yorker will be left behind and summoning us to start 
now, not to wait. He promptly set three policies CFH and the 
city advocacy community has fought for over many years:

• A return to targeting some federal housing resources, 
including NYCHA apartments, for families experiencing 
homelessness
• Establishing a new subsidy to move people from 
shelters to housing
• More emphasis on prevention of homelessness and 
entry into “homeless feeder systems” like foster care  

That’s on top of pledging more affordable housing (200,000 units in 8 years – more than ever before) including 
housing for very-low income New Yorkers. De Blasio’s inaugural address was uplifting. He envisioned New York as 
“a place where everyday people can afford to live, work and raise a family” with expanded health care centers and 
affordable housing.

Days earlier City Council’s Progressive Caucus re-launched an agenda including the essentials of the Care for the 
Homeless Agenda to End Homelessness. We’re on board and excited. Like our new Mayor, we’re ready to start now.    

To top it off, January 1st brought a higher minimum wage to New York State - $8 an hour – the first of three steps to 
a $9 minimum wage enacted last year. It’s a modest bump, but extraordinarily helpful to low wage workers including 
a quarter of adults in shelters in New York City.

A Happy New Year in New York City, full of promise

For more information please contact Jeff Foreman at: policy@cfhnyc.org or at www.careforthehomeless.org    
30 E. 33rd Street   Fifth Floor    New York, NY 10016     (212)-366-4459

Become an advocate today! Join us on Facebook 
and on Twitter for up-to-the-minute info.

JANUARY 2014

We’ve been reading about marriage equality in one of America’s most conservative states, Utah, but there’s been 
precious little attention to another breakthrough in ending homelessness. 

Utah has had tremendous success in the fight to end homelessness as we know it. Based on a 5 year program that’s 
cut street homelessness by 70%, their goal is wiping out chronic street homelessness in 2015. 

Their program gives people experiencing chronic homelessness both a home and a social worker. The social worker 
helps the newly housed families and individuals with social services, access to health care and other assistance with the 
aim of moving them to independence and self-sufficiency. But even if they don’t get there, they continue to keep the 
apartment within certain limits. 

Utah’s studies and their successful outcomes have convinced them arranging for housing and adequate care for 
homeless people is a win-win; the outcomes are far better and the costs far lower.         

Success in Utah that would work here in NYC 

For homeless families in NYC, 2014 holds exceptional promise.
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Care for the Homeless (CFH) client leaders observed 
Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day on December 21st, the 
longest night of the year, memorializing by name more 
than 90 New Yorkers who died without homes in 2013 
and recognizing hundreds more. As each name was read 
a bell tolled, a candle was lit and that name was projected 
on a wall. Several people were remembered with personal 
recollections and video presentations. Audience participants 
came forward with more names of loved ones they lost.

But the message wasn’t bleak, it was hopeful. CFH 
Executive Director Bobby Watts told those assembled he 
had confidence. “Homelessness is evil,” he said, “but we can 
destroy it. We can end modern day homelessness as we know 
it.”

State Senator Bill Perkins, whose Harlem district was the 
location of the event, said he “looked forward to a day 
of ‘homefullness’ when all people will have homes and 
healthcare as a basic human right.”

Client leader Anthony Williams said “Care for the Homeless 
is the best kept secret in New York, but their incredible work 
saves lives on the streets and in shelters every day.”  David 
Broxton, another client leader, said “better public policy can 
offer everyone in need a second chance.”

Along with the Homeless Persons’ Memorial program, CFH 
volunteers served over 200 meals, gave out health information 
and “invitations” for people experiencing homelessness to 
visit CFH clinics for free medical care and human services, 
registered new voters and circulated a petition to Congress 
asking no more cuts be made to safety net programs for poor 
or homeless people.

Client leaders distributed the CFH Agenda to End 

Homelessness, advocating for expanded very-low income 
affordable housing, supportive housing for those who need 
it, re-establishing a subsidy to move homeless families from 
shelter to housing and targeting a portion of federal housing 
resources and NYCHA apartments to people experiencing 
homelessness. The Agenda advocates providing adequate 
health and 
h u m a n 
r e s o u r c e s , 
i n c l u d i n g 
a d d i c t i o n 
t r e a t m e n t 
and mental 
h e a l t h 
resources, to 
all in need.  

T h e 
p r o g r a m 
f e a t u r e d 
entertainment including art, music by keyboardist Eustace 
Johnson and drummer Garrett McMahan, singing by the New 
Song Choir, David Braxton, Ava Connor and Rhonda Minosa, 
and poetry by Gayle Dorsky and Emily December.  

Speakers included Certified CFH Advocates or client leaders 
Williams and Broxton along with Leroy Saunders, William 
Bryant, Philip Malebranche, Gus Weidlich, Vilna Miller, Taje 
Singh, and Calvin Alston. Also speaking were CFH Board 
members Dan Baldwin and Dr. Harry Rosen, and Pastor 
Vincent Deas of New Song Church, Pastor Antoinettea 
Ettiene of Iris House, Iman Hakim Rasheed of BCI and Pastor 
Dan Snell of St. Mary’s Church.   

Hope on the longest night of the year at CFH Memorial

For more information please contact Jeff Foreman at: policy@cfhnyc.org or at www.careforthehomeless.org    
30 E. 33rd Street   Fifth Floor    New York, NY 10016     (212)-366-4459

The 50th anniversary of America’s War on Poverty
This January, Care for the Homeless sent copies of petitions they collected to members of the New York Congressional 
delegation asking that they not “allow more funding cuts to programs providing health care and human services to poor 
and homeless people.” 
  The War on Poverty began with poverty in America of 17.4% and a commitment to “not rest until that war is won.” It 
lasted in an aggressive way about as long as the fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan and in 2014 dollars cost a small fraction 
of those wars. And the War on Poverty was working when we stopped fighting it.
  In the 1960s and 1970s America’s poverty rate was falling. It went from 17.4% in ’65 to 12% in 1974. 
  The War on Poverty spawned programs assisting the poorest Americans in nutrition, health care, housing and job train-
ing. It created the Department of Housing and Urban Development (headed by the first black Cabinet Secretary), the 
Office of Economic Opportunity and “community action” agencies in every county. 
  Today the programs that waged the War on Poverty are under attack. For example, food stamps, launched in 1964, took 
a substantial cut two months ago and are back on the chopping block. It appears coming food stamp cuts will be larger 
than the last one. 
  Meanwhile, the poverty rate in America is 15% and 21% in New York City (more than double that according to city’s 
own poverty measure). Median income has been falling. More children than ever live in poverty. 
  We need your help in the fight to end homelessness and fight poverty in America. Please join the hundreds who signed 
our petition. We must let them Congress know there’s a constituency who cares about protecting people suffering 
homelessness, poverty and who are vulnerable.
  You can reach your Representative and Senators through the Congressional switchboard, toll-free, at 1-800-828-0495. 
Please don’t delay. These decisions are being made in Congress now!      


