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POLICY MATTERS
Care for the Homeless

National Homeless Persons’ 
Memorial Day is traditionally 
observed on December 21st 
because that’s the longest, darkest 
night of the year. It’s a chance to 
memorialize many people who 
otherwise might not get any 
memorial at all; a chance to join 
hands to fight, prevent and end 
homelessness.  

 
Homeless Memorial Day 

events last year were held in 175 
American communities. Tens of 
thousands of Americans took time 
to participate. This year, please join 
the client leaders of Care for the 
Homeless to remember those who 
passed away in 2013 in New York 
City without stable housing.      

 
Homeless Persons’ 
Memorial Day
Saturday, December 21, 2013
3:30 p.m.
New Song Church
2230 Frederick Douglas Blvd  
between 120th and 121st Streets 
 
The program will feature art, 

live entertainment, food and a 
special tribute with a reading of 
the names of those we lost this 
past year. As each name is read 
a bell will toll and a candle will 
be lit. The Memorial is free and 
open to the public. There will be 
a portion of the program where 
all in attendance can memorialize 
any homeless person they have 
lost this year.  

Join us for Homeless Memorial Day December 21

For more information please contact Jeff Foreman at: policy@cfhnyc.org or at www.careforthehomeless.org    
30 E. 33rd Street   Fifth Floor    New York, NY 10016     (212)-366-4459

Become an advocate today! Join us on Facebook 
and on Twitter for up-to-the-minute info.
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World AIDS Day has been observed across the world on December 1st since 1988. Care for the Homeless unites in the fight 
against HIV/AIDS. Our clinicians perform HIV testing. Our clients provide peer support and education. Our providers treat it 
and counsel those infected. Our clinics and health educators dispense information and education. We advocate for policies 
to assist in the fight.  

World AIDS Day is also a time to remember those lost to this terrible disease. Worldwide over 25 million have been lost to 
AIDS. In 2013, Care for the Homeless lost two wonderful members of our client leadership boards.

New York City has over 110,000 HIV cases. Modern Highly Active Antiretroviral Therapy is effective in treating most people, 
but the prescription regimen costs over $15,000 annually, on average. With early detection and aggressive treatment many 
HIV patients live full lives eventually dying of some other disease or condition.

People living with HIV need permanent housing and high-quality ongoing medical treatment.  We must provide 
affordable housing for people with HIV. This year housing programs administered through the city HIV/AIDS Services 
Administration (HASA) changed rent formulas. HIV patients in HASA housing were under a 30% rent cap, meaning rent 
wouldn’t exceed 30% of their gross household income. 

This year the 30% cap was removed. At CFH we have clients now facing eviction from HASA housing because of it. One 
client’s rent increased from under $300 to over $500 (over 50% of income). He’s facing eviction and living in a city homeless 
shelter. That’s an inhumane and terrible outcome for him, but it’s also bad for the HASA housing project where he resides and 
costs taxpayers four times the amount they paid in housing subsidy.

On World AIDS Day we recommit to fighting HIV/AIDS and to better policies to manage it and assist people living with it. 
Every 9 minutes someone in America is infected. There are 220,000 Americans infected who don’t know it. AIDS is the 3rd 
leading cause of death among New Yorkers 35-to-54 years old. 

But we agree with President Barack Obama, who said: “We Can Beat this Disease!”     

In November the nonpartisan NDD United (NDD stands for 
Non-Defense Discretionary) released a report on how budget 
cuts and sequestration have affected us called: “How Budget 
Cuts Have Made Us Sicker, Poorer and Less Safe.”   

 It’s true. In New York City, for example, housing officials 
had anticipated 5,000 new housing vouchers for families 
experiencing or at risk of homelessness. After sequestration 
cuts the number of vouchers fell from 5,000 to 0. Zero!

Not only did 5,000 families with kids lose out on affordable 
housing, officials have had to raise rents on many poor 
families already getting vouchers in an attempt to avoid 
throwing those with current vouchers out of the program. 

The vouchers guaranteed a subsidy for the portion of 
approved rent in approved apartments exceeding 30% 
of a family’s gross income. That 30% cap is based on the 
government definition of what’s “affordable.”   

Those cuts guarantee more homeless families and more 
homeless kids in New York. They don’t actually save money 
over time because it costs far more to house families in 
shelters than the housing subsidies cost.

Some people don’t realize the 2013 sequestration cuts of 
5% of discretionary domestic spending were on top of big 
2011 cuts. If nothing changes there’ll be more automatic 
sequestration cuts this year and for 8 more budgets. The cuts 
would devastate America’s promise to provide a safety net 
for our most vulnerable neighbors – mostly kids, elderly and 
disabled neighbors.

It’ll slash or eliminate programs to provide health care, 
educate kids, get mental health and addiction treatment to 
those who need it ($270 million in health center cuts to clinics 
like the 30+ clinics CFH operates), keep seniors with special 

needs in their own homes and provide decent housing for 
families. 

The Congressional Budget Office reports just the cuts so far 
and the automatic cuts this year will result in 900,000 jobs lost. 
And there’s more bad news from Uncle Sam. On December 
29th federal unemployment benefits expire unless Congress 
extends it. These are the benefits allowing unemployed 
workers to collect some benefits even if they’ve exhausted 6 
months of state benefits. 

Currently over 4.1 million Americans have now been 
unemployed longer than 6 months. The number grows 
monthly in this “jobless” recovery. An estimated 1.9 million 
Americans will hit that dubious milestone in the first 6 
months of 2014.

If the cutoff comes it’ll immediately hit 127,100 New Yorkers 
and 132,800 more in the first 6 months of 2014. That’s a 
misery count of 259,900 New Yorkers.

The SNAP food stamp cut that kicked in November 1st will 
probably be joined by another round of cuts in the farm bill 
set for a December vote. And without action a number of tax 
code provisions assisting low or moderate income families 
will expire. Moving any tax code bill, given the complicated 
tax reform issues in D.C., is problematic. 

Now is the time to contact your members of Congress 
with a vital message.  No more cuts to medical care 
and mental health services for people who need it. Don’t 
decimate programs providing housing to families. Stop 
cutting nutrition, job training and vital programs for kids and 
the elderly.

The toll-free Congressional switchboard number is 1 (877) 
210-5351. Please call today.

How Budget Cuts Made Us Sicker, Poorer and Less Safe

For more information please contact Jeff Foreman at: policy@cfhnyc.org or at www.careforthehomeless.org    
30 E. 33rd Street   Fifth Floor    New York, NY 10016     (212)-366-4459

Every 9 minutes, someone in America is infected with HIV.


