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POLICY MATTERS
Care for the Homeless

Housing Instability is catastrophic problem that directly impacts hundreds of thousands of New Yorkers each year; 
but there are great success stories of people who have overcome tremendous obstacles to find and maintain stable 
housing and a far better life. Please join us on Saturday, June 21st, at 1:30 p.m., at Broadway Presbyterian Church, 601 W. 
114th Street (at Broadway) in Manhattan, as Care for the Homeless and our client leaders celebrate the success of New 
Yorkers who have beaten homelessness. Our celebration will include music and entertainment, food and celebration, 
and of course stories of success.

The winner of our first “Stories of Success” Short Essay contest will be there to read their winning entry. Every 
participant will have the opportunity to define their own success!  

Our Summer Solstice Success Celebration recognizes not only success for individuals in getting and keeping stable 
housing, but also that as a community we have the ability to fight, prevent and actually end modern day homelessness 
in New York City. We know about programs that work. We know policy choices helped create modern day homelessness 
and that better choices could end it.

Everyone is invited - Join us in the celebration – and join up in the fight to end modern day homelessness!   
Questions? Please email us at policy@cfhnyc.org. 

Join the Celebration for New Yorkers Who Have 
Overcome Homelessness

For more information please contact Jeff Foreman at: policy@cfhnyc.org or at www.careforthehomeless.org    
30 E. 33rd Street   Fifth Floor    New York, NY 10016     (212)-366-4459

Become an advocate today! Join us on Facebook 
and on Twitter for up-to-the-minute info.
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In a moving moment during his presentation to the 
National Health Care for the Homeless Council conference 
on Friday, CFH Consumer Advisory Board Chairman David 
Broxton told conference attendees from across the country, 
“Care for the Homeless saved my life!” He was one of several 
CFH clients to attend the conference in New Orleans last 
week, along with several hundred CFH staff and clinicians, 
providers, administrators, clients and advocates from across 
North America.

He was one of several CFH Client Leaders who graduated 
from the inaugural “Certified Client Advocate” training 
program CFH held and helped create our Client Speakers’ 
Bureau. The group of client leaders led a workshop at the 
NHCHC conference and policy symposium they called 
“Advocating for Ourselves.” Another client leader, Philip 
Malebranche, speaking to the workshop, explained how Care 
for the Homeless clients in New York City have given radio 
interviews, been interviewed for newspaper stories, spoken 
to rallies and at policy education forums and have met with 
leading policy makers and elected officials at the local, state 
and federal levels, telling their stories and advocating for 
better policies on homelessness.

Broxton was homeless and residing in a shelter 12 years 
ago when he went to a CFH health clinic. After a successful 
career in appliance sales, including operating his own retail 
store in Brooklyn, Broxton suffered a series of health and 
family setbacks leading to drug addiction and homelessness. 
At the lowest point of his life, and suffering depression and 
“not caring much” what happened to him, Broxton saw a CFH 
clinician and received a cancer diagnosis.

“How long do I have to live?” Broxton asked the clinician, 
Nurse Practitioner Debbian Fletcher-Blake. As he tells it, her 

response was “Who said anything about dying?”
Broxton says Fletcher Blake’s concern for him and her 

treatment (“she treated me with respect and compassion, as 
if I were her own family”, he says) saved his life and renewed 
his enthusiasm for living. Not only did he regain health, but 
he has been stably housed for over a decade. Broxton is now 
an active CFH client peer outreach volunteer and a Certified 
CFH Policy Advocate. 

Broxton is especially active in the Care for the Homeless 
Speakers’ Bureau which offers presentations to interested 
organizations, schools and faith communities by homeless 
and formerly homeless CFH speakers, telling their own stories 
and talking about policies that could fight, prevent and end 
homelessness in New York City. Interested   organizations can 
arrange for a presentation by contacting policy@cfhnyc.org.

Client Leader Tells National Conference: “Care for the 
Homeless Saved My Life”

For more information please contact Jeff Foreman at: policy@cfhnyc.org or at www.careforthehomeless.org    
30 E. 33rd Street   Fifth Floor    New York, NY 10016     (212)-366-4459

People Want to Wake 
Up in a City That 
Doesn’t Sleep
NYC’s population is growing according to U.S. Census 
data released in May. Gotham recorded the largest cen-
sus increase of any major U.S. city, growing by 61,440 in 
2013 census estimates, reaching a new high of over 8.4 
million. America’s second most populous city is Los Ange-
les at 3.8 million, followed by Chicago with 2.7 million.     
  Unfortunately, NYers also have the highest homeless 
population in America (the 2013 HUD estimate puts 
daily homelessness in NYC at 64,060, 11% of the total 
U.S. homeless census) and probably the highest unstably 
housed student population in U.S. (using the definition of 
“lacking a fixed, regular and adequate nighttime resi-
dence”) at 66,931 in the most recent statistics available.  

You’re Invited to a 
Discussion on 
Affordable Housing
The Care for the Homeless Policy Committee is sponsoring 
a presentation and discussion on New York City’s new Af-
fordable Housing Plan and Homelessness in New York City. 
The free program led by Policy Committee Chair Barbara 
Knecht, Policy Director Jeff Foreman and client leaders is 
open to the public but requires reservation by advance 
RSVP.  The program will be held at 8:15 a.m. on Tuesday, 
June 24th, at the Care for the Homeless Conference room 
on the 5th floor at 30 E. 33rd Street in Manhattan, and will 
be repeated at the same location and time on Thursday, 
June 26. 
  Advance reservations (subject to space limitations) are 
available by contacting policy@cfhnyc.org.   


