


Satisfy all your sporting needs at our  brand 
new, fully stocked, 25,000-square foot  

state-of-the-art indoor
sportsman’s facility. 

Complete Line of all your Hunting & Shooting Supplies!

Ammo 
We have it all!

Pistol
Rifl e
Shotgun
Buckshot
Steelshot
Muzzleloading
Slugs

Archery 
Over 250 in stock!
Come try one out.

 Bows
 Crossbows
 Proshop Service
 Custom Arrows
 Warranty Repairs
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 Shotguns
Handguns  Rifl es
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 Used Guns

Indoor Shooting Ranges
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   The Ocean County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders and the Ocean Coun-
ty Department of Parks & Recreation 
would like to welcome you to the 
2014 Ocean County Decoy & Gun-
ning Show.
   Every year the show has gotten big-
ger and better with the help of you, 
the participant. There will be more 
than 300 exhibitors’ spaces, with 
more than 20,000 visitors expected.
DON’T MISS BOTH LOCATIONS:
Tip Seaman County Park and the 
Tuckerton Seaport & Baymen’s Mu-
seum.
   Find a parking place at the High 
School on Nugentown Road or Free-
dom Fields County Park on Route 
539. Once you park, the free shuttle 
buses will drop you off at the show 
sites from 8:30am to 5:00pm both 
days. Our show hosts and hostesses 
will greet you with a warm, friendly 
smile and explain the events of the 
day.
  We have something for everyone, 
including decoys, dogs, boats, wild-
life art, wildlife carvings, gunning 
supplies, antique fishing and hunt-
ing paraphernalia, duck and goose 
calls, clothing, carving supplies and 

decoy/boat lumber.
   For music lovers, some of the most 
famous Pine Barrens bands and so-
loists will grace us with their musi-
cal talents.
   More than 50 contests and sem-
inars will be held at the show sites 
during two action-packed days.
  Don’t miss the New Jersey Duck 
Calling Championship. The win-
ner will represent New Jersey at the 
world championship in Stuttgart, 
Arkansas, in November.
   Join us for lunch as our numer-
ous food vendors tempt your appe-
tite with the mouth-watering aro-
mas of delicious treats. This year’s 
menu features clams and oysters on 
the half shell, shrimp, clam chow-
der, chicken, roast beef sandwiches, 
hamburgers and lots more. There 
also will be cold soda and ice cream. 
The show is a great family event, 
with activities for all age groups. So 
bring the family and come on down 
to Tuckerton for the 32nd Annual 
Ocean County Decoy & Gunning 
Show.
  On behalf of the staff, volunteers, 
and participating organizations, en-
joy the show!
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75th Anniversary ~ 1940-2015
Be On The Lookout

The Ocean County Department of Parks &
Recreation is celebrating its 75th Anniversary.
We will be celebrating all year long in 2015.

Be sure to check in with the Parks Department
for the exciting schedule of activities,

programs and anniversary event details. 
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   The wood duck is considered by many 
to be among the most beautiful birds in 
North America. The last part of its scien-
tific name, sponsa, means “the betrothed”, 
comparing the drake’s stunning plumage 
to wedding attire. The hen, while possess-
ing far less colorful plumage than that of 
the drake, exhibits a more subtle beauty, 
with her white teardrop-shaped eye patch 
and blue speculum. Both sexes posses 
a crest, with the hen’s being somewhat 
smaller. A surprising trait of the wood 
duck is that a bird that appears so striking 
in photographs, prints and in the form 
of decoys can so easily blend into the 
background when viewed in its natural 
environment. The combination of lines 
and colors break up the bird’s outline and 
help it disappear into the shaded forested 
wetlands that are its preferred habitat. Af-
ter the breeding season the drakes molt, 
losing not only their colorful plumage 
but their primary wing feathers as well. 
Summer must be a humiliating time for 

these regal birds, losing both their beauty 
and their ability to fly at the same time! 
   Wood ducks naturally nest in tree cav-
ities but will readily use man-made nest 
boxes. In fact, since tree cavity availabil-
ity is usually the limiting factor for local 
wood duck populations, nest box con-
struction is one of the best ways to in-
crease numbers. Boxes are often erected 
over water but wood ducks have been 
known to nest as far as a mile away from 
nearest water. The ducklings do not have 
to land on water when first leaving the 
nest. Seemingly being made up of more 
fluff than bird, they have no problem 
bouncing from a cavity as much as 50 
feet high to the ground, after which they 
will parade behind their mother to the 
water. Whether built over water or on 
land, predator guards placed on the poles 
or tree trunks below nest boxes will in-
crease chances of nesting success.
   While the ducklings focus on inverte-
brates and the occasional small fish, the 

diet of adult wood ducks consists pri-
marily of vegetable matter. Their power-
ful gizzards allow them to digest acorns, 
beechnuts and other hard seeds, but they 
will also feed on a variety of aquatic veg-
etation. As with other game, diet influ-
ences quality of table fare, and the wood 
duck is one of our consistently tasty spe-
cies of waterfowl. 
   The wood duck is one of North Amer-
ica’s conservation success stories. By the 
turn of the 19th century, market hunting 
and freshwater wetland destruction had 
brought them to the brink of extinction. 
Along with eliminating market hunting, 
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 
prohibited sport hunting of wood ducks 
nationwide.  By 1941 their population 
had recovered to sufficient levels to allow 
resumed hunting seasons. Today, their 
population is considered to be stable or 
increasing throughout their range, and 
they are second only to the mallard in to-
tal harvest in the Atlantic Flyway. 
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HANCE    SMYTHE

609-597-7813

609-294-9494
5698-B Route 9, New Gretna

ON THE BASS RIVER

6 Miles South of Tuckerton Seaport

Baymen’s Seafood
Best Shuckin Shellfish Around

Specializing in Local Seafood and American Harvest

Fresh Clams • Scallops • Oysters
Shrimp • Fish • Live Crabs

Soft Shell Crab Tanks On Premises



Big Air = 60 seconds on the dock to complete a jump. 
Extreme Vertical & Speed Retrieve = 60 seconds on the dock to complete a jump.



The founders and staff of G. Anderson Agency and Anderson Insurance Agency enthusiastically
give their time, energy, and financial support to a wide range of community activities and causes.

We are certified insurance professionals offering a wide range
of specialized insurance products as well as representing a

number of highly reputable insurance companies. Customizing 
insurance programs that meet each client’s precise needs!

We are dedicated professionals who offer personal and professional service in real 
estate sales and rentals on Long Beach Island and the surrounding communities.

Dedicated to serving our customers with care and attention!

We are d
estate sal

Covering LBI and the Mainland Since 1967!

For 47 Years, a Tradition of Quality Service!



Seminars & Presentations
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Music by The Pines

   Benelli USA, an acknowledged leader in 
the firearms industry, has named Tim Brad-
ley as its exhibition shooter at its headquar-
ters in Maryland.
   Bradley learned to shoot at an early age. 
Growing up on his family’s farm in northeast 
Arkansas gave him the opportunity to shoot 
almost everyday. He devoted every spare 
minute to hunting, trapping and shooting, 
often burning up five or six cases of .22 
ammo a year. During his high school years 
Bradley became interested in boxing and 
martial arts, earning his black belt in karate 
at the age of 17.
   Utilizing the discipline he learned from 
the martial arts and his ability for master-
ing extreme challenges, upon completion of 
his education, Bradley tackled the unique 

and difficult requirements for becoming a 
modern-day bounty hunter. Honing his gun 
handling skills for the specific demands of 
rounding up bad guys sparked an interest 
in Bradley for exhibition shooting. During 
extensive practice sessions Bradley used a 
training method whereupon mastering one 
challenging shot, he constantly pushed the 
envelope to master the next more difficult 
shot.
   Only after years of practice and firing 
thousands upon thousands of rounds were 
Bradley’s talents recognized by none other 
than Tom Knapp, Team Benelli USA’s World 
Record-holding exhibition shooter. Determi-
nation and dedication to perfecting specific 
shooting skills finally paid off for Bradley, 
who was invited by Knapp and Benelli’s VP 

of Marketing & Communications, Stephen 
McKelvain to join Team Benelli’s busy shoot-
ing exhibition schedule.
   The Ocean County Decoy & Gunning 
Show Committee is delighted to have Tim 
again at this year’s show.

Exhibition Shooter Tim Bradley



2014 Award Sponsors

Please support our sponsors
who have graciously provided
the following plaques.



Explore the many facets of this anniversary with special
programs presented the fourth Saturday of each month.

Celebrate Traditional Arts at
the Seaport Heritage Tent

Meet artists from the Jersey Shore Folklife Center:
basketmakers, decoy carvers, quilters and more.

See the traditional arts of South Jersey
at Tip Seaman County Park.
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CAMPGROUND INC
230 Willets Avenue • Parkertown, NJ 08087

609-296-2664
1-800-648-2227 • Fax 609-296-1990

www.bakersacres.com
A refreshing atmosphere, rest under tall shady oak trees,

walk barefoot in the sand and leave your worries at home.
Splash around in our 33’ by 63’ pool or take advantage of:
Cabin Rentals, Planned Activities, Arcade, Horse Shoe Pits,

Volleyball Court, Playground, Camp Store, Hayrides, Laundry
Room or Try Your Hand on the 10’ by 18’ Mallet Pool Game.

Minutes from Atlantic City, Seaside Amusement Pier,
Great Boat Rentals, Canoeing, Fishing, Crabbing,
Clamming, Clean Ocean Beaches and Much More!

DIRECTIONS: GSP Exit 58, south Rt. 539 to Thomas Ave.,
one block to Baker’s Acres. Route 70 east to Rt. 72

to Rt. 539, south past GSP. to Thomas Ave.

CALL OR WRITE FOR A FREE BROCHURE
OPEN: May 1st to November 1st

QUIET HOURS: 11pm to 8am • SITES: 240

19TH ANNUAL

DECOY SHOW COLLECTOR’S PIN

ONLY $5

Add To Your Collection
Each year the show highlights one species
of waterfowl. The 2014 commemorative
pin features this year’s “Bird of the Year” 

– the Wood Duck ~ Aix Sponsa.
Look for this cloisonne pin on sale at the

Ocean County Parks & Recreation show booth,
show gate and the Tuckerton Seaport.

For order information call
Wells Mills County Park

609-971-3085



Wood Funeral Home Inc.
Pre-arrangements • Pre-paid Trust Funds • Traditional Funerals • Cremations

134 East Main Street • Tuckerton NJ • 609-296-2414
Owner/Manager Edward T. Legenza Resides on Premises • N.J. Lic. No. 3027

Director Todd E. Legenza • N.J. Lic. No 4425 

Wood Funeral Home is family owned and operated,

and has been a vital part of the community since

1926. Owner/Manager Edward Legenza, with his

wife Margaret and Director Todd E. Legenza, are

dedicated to detail and compassion which makes

Wood Funeral Home special. They work hard to

make funeral arrangements easier for a family by

handling everything from newspaper obituaries to

out-of-state transportation needs. Taking that extra

step has earned them respect in the Tuckerton area.

...where everything is so dog-gone good!
60 Flavors of Ice Cream

The J.D. Thompson Inn
Beautiful Bed & Breakfast accommodations located in the 
heart of Tuckerton near the Seaport, dining and shopping.

$20 Off Two Night Decoy Show Package
* WITH THIS AD *

149 East Main Street
Tuckerton, NJ
609-294-1331
Book On-Line

www.JDThompsonInn.com
*$20 deducted on check-in with ad.

Valid Sept. 26 & 27, 2014 only.

Forrestdale School
60 Forrest Ave., Rumson, NJ

Member of NAPPS

Vet Recommended   
   Fully Insured

Like us...
   they do!



Southern Ocean County Chamber of Commerce 
9th St.  Ship Bottom 609-4947211 • VisitLBIRegion.com

Sunday, Oct. 5
CHOWDER COOK-OFF
CHOWDER COOK-OFF 

CLASSIC

Your Favorite Restaurants Serving 
Chowder Under The Big Top

Saturday, Oct. 4
MERCHANTS MART

Don’t miss this! End-of-Season 
Blowout Bargains from your 
favorite local shopkeepers

OUTDOOR FOOD COURT
Sponsored by U.S. Foodservice

LIGHTHOUSE  
CHALLENGE OF NJ

October 18-19

Visit LBI Region Lighthouses



moving

the arts are

engaging

inspiring

rewarding
membership is

 join today at
JerseyArts.com/membership

Discover Jersey Arts is a cosponsored project of the ArtPride New Jersey Foundation and New Jersey State Council on the Arts, a partner agency of the National 
Endowment for the Arts. Photography (top to bottom): New Jersey Ballet, photo by VAM Productions; “One Day More” The Company of the New 25th Anniversary 
of Les Misérables at Paper Mill Playhouse, photo by Deen van Meer; “Picturing America” gallery at the Newark Museum; Symphony in C, photo by Kevin Monko.

You’re more than just a casual theater- or concert-goer. You believe in 
the arts and the joy, entertainment, and enrichment they bring to our 
communities and lives. You’re a “Culture Vulture,” and we invite you to get 
more out of the arts you love by becoming a Jersey Arts Member. 

Members receive discounts, special offers, up-to-date news, and behind-
the-scenes access to performances and exhibitions around the state. 
Membership comes in three levels—choose the one that’s right for you.



New Gretna
Liquors

Fine Wine • Beer • Liquor
Snacks • Soda • Fine Cigars

Cigarettes • Lottery • Ice

Route 9 • New Gretna, NJ
609-296-4490

Celebrating Years
of Friendly Service

GENERAL STORE & DELI

Cold Beer • Wines • Liquor
Ice • Lottery • Groceries

Complete Deli & Take-Out

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Specials
Route 9 • West Creek

609-296-2981609-296-2981

New Gretna
Liquors

23rd Annual
Decoy & Hunting

Collectibles
Show and Sale

Holiday Inn
151 Route 72

Manahawkin, NJ

Donation $5 Per Adult
Children Free

Featured Carver

Jode Hillman

Free Decoy Appraisals

609-965-3143 or 609-652-8752
rpem@comcast.net

smokehousepete@comcast.net



OPEN DAILY YEAR ROUND FOR LUNCH & DINNER
CHEF’S BLACKBOARD SPECIALS

“HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE”

— A Long Beach Island Tradition of Neighborhood Taverns —

WE WELCOME
Friends Old and New...
When on the Island...

THERE’S A KUBEL’S NEAR YOU!

8200 Long Beach Blvd.
Brighton Beach
609-494-4731

STEAKS ❦ CHOPS ❦ VEAL ❦ PASTA ❦ CHICKEN ❦ BURGERS  & MORE!
Featuring the freshest seafood direct from the Barnegat Light Fishing Fleet

7th & Bayview Ave.
Barnegat Light
609-494-8592

799 Route 72 East
Manahawkin, NJ 08050

609-597-8880
Fax: 609-597-5289

Get to know us on our website

www.cbrearley.com

FOR RESERVATIONS
1-800-822-CAMP

609-296-7400

Cabin Rentals
Discounts Available

Bay Beach • One Mile

3 miles from the Show
15 min. to LBI

25 min. to Atlantic City

Route 9, PO Box 271, West Creek, NJ
www.Sea-Pirate.com

Like Us On FaceBook ~ Our Fans Do!

7th & Bayview Ave.
Barnegat Light
609-494-8592

8200 Long Beach Blvd.
Brighton Beach
609-494-4731





468 South Green Street, Tuckerton
609-296-2061

An Island Tradition of Excellence for Over 60 Years

★ GIFT SHOPPE SALE ★

LBI’s Largest Boating Supply Center
Winterizing Supplies

Winter Dry Storage • Summer Stalls

Like life on the bay,

Mystic Islands Casino
is a Southern Ocean County tradition ...

Good times,
great food 

& great drinks

Mystic Islands Casino

110 Mathistown Rd, Mystic Islands • 296-4800
www.mysticislandscasino.com

South on Rt. 9, 2nd light turn left onto Mathistown Rd, then on the left before 2nd light

Find us on Facebook & on the Web at www.ocean.njbestbuys.com
& www.mysticislandscasino.com

Casino Coupons! 
Download valuable Casino coupons at:

www.ocean.njbestbuys.com ... 
Just click on the Mystic Islands Casino link!

Let us be your wheels so you can relax, have dinner, a few drinks
and not worry about having to drive home. Ask our staff for details 

Complimentary

•Dine in or takeout
• Dinners, sandwiches, appetizers & desserts 
• Weekly & Early Bird Specials • Burger Mondays
• Complete takeout menu

•3 happy hours daily
Packaged Goods:Top-brand liquors, popular 
wines & craft beers

Ask our stafffor details

Pick-up & Drop-off
Service



Memories of an Environmental Hero
Paul D. “Pete” McLain

   In June 2014, the Barnegat Bay lost per-
haps its greatest wildlife champion and envi-
ronmental protector, Paul D. “Pete” McLain. 
Pete worked in the field of environmental 
protection for more than 50 years. He began 
his career with the New Jersey Department 
of Fish, Game and Wildlife, retiring after 36 
years from the position of Deputy Director. 
As Deputy Director, he was responsible for 
wildlife research, land management, plan-
ning, public information and education and 
land acquisition in southern New Jersey.  
   In this capacity, he developed New Jersey’s 
Endangered and Nongame Species Program 
(ENSP), the first in the nation and a model 
for those to follow. Working with Dr. Tom 
Cade of Cornell University, Pete was directly 
involved in the reintroduction of the pere-
grine falcon to New Jersey at a time when the 
species had disappeared east of the Mississip-
pi from the effects of DDT use. The ENSP 
also helped re-establish populations of osprey 
and bald eagle, two other top predator species 
endangered by DDT use. Pete provided man-
agement as well as hands-on work in building 
nesting towers and in population monitoring. 
Today in New Jersey, there are over 25 breed-
ing pairs of peregrine falcons, approximately 
150 breeding pairs of bald eagles and more 
than 500 pairs of breeding osprey. 

   Pete was a pioneer in negotiating funding 
partnerships with federal, state and private 
sources for land preservation. He was respon-
sible for the acquisition of more than 18,000 
acres for wildlife management and recreation 
from Delaware Bay to Barnegat Bay. These 
areas include Great Bay Boulevard Meadows, 
Sedge Island in Barnegat Bay, Hither Island 
complex in Little Egg Harbor Bay, Higbee 
Beach at Cape May Point, Island Beach and 
additional parcels.  
   Pete understood the importance of reaching 
out to the public about wildlife issues, and 
he expertly conveyed his message of environ-
mental conservation through a variety of me-
dia. He wrote numerous articles for New Jer-
sey Outdoors, Field and Stream, and Outdoor 
Life. His weekly column, The View Outdoors, 
appeared in the Asbury Park Press for over 30 
years, and he was a regular contributor to ra-
dio station WOBM on outdoor subjects. He 
was also an award-winning film maker, pro-
ducer and photographer of outdoor movies 
and videos for New Jersey Network.  
   Love of Barnegat Bay dominated Pete’s in-
terests even in his retirement. He continued 
his work with osprey, studied the plight (and 
blight) of eelgrass beds, co-founded the Emily 
DeCamp Herbarium and advised the inter-
pretive program at Island Beach State Park. 

Pete originated Ocean County’s pump-out 
boat program on Barnegat Bay, winner of a 
2011 Governor’s Environmental Excellence 
Award. Beginning with one boat in 1998, the 
program now has six boats that help keep the 
bay clean by removing sewage from boaters’ 
holding tanks. Pete was also the founder and 
past chairman of the Barnegat Bay Student 
Grant Committee, which funds student re-
search on the Barnegat Bay.  
   Over the years, Pete received a number of 
awards for his conservation achievements, 
including Guardian of Barnegat Bay from 
the Barnegat Bay Partnership, Environmen-
tal Hero from the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, Lifetime En-
vironmentalist from the NJDEP Division of 
Fish and Wildlife, Environmental Quality 
Award from the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency and the Hurley Conklin Award 
from the Ocean County Decoy and Gunning 
Show. Additionally, the Sedge Island Natu-
ral Resource Education Center’s house was 
named in Pete’s honor.   
   Pete will always be remembered as an en-
vironmental hero who pioneered innovative 
ways to conserve and protect the precious 
natural resources of the Barnegat Bay. 

We’ll miss you, Pete!  

By Lisa Auermuller ( Jacques Cousteau National Estuarine Research Reserve)
and Pat Korotky (Ocean County Parks and Recreation)

Photo compliment Lisa AuermullerPhoto compliment Lisa Auermuller Photo compliment Trish Schuster



In Memory of Wanda Parsons
“Parsons Seafood”

   Wanda Parsons passed away on July 3, 
2014. She was a great friend to Tuckerton 
Seaport & Baymen’s Museum and the Ocean 
County Decoy and Gunning Show, and we 
mourn her passing. 
   She enjoyed sharing stories of growing up in 
Tuckerton and had a deep love of our town’s 
heritage and her family’s history of clamming 
on the bay and running Parsons Seafood. In 
2012, Wanda developed a display in Par-
sons Clam House at the Seaport on the five 
generations of the her family who have run 
the business for the past 100 years. We had 
the wonderful opportunity to interview her 
about her life when she and her son Dale re-
ceived the Hurley Conklin Award in 2013. 
Here is an excerpt from that interview, writ-
ten by Victoria Ford for the 2013 Decoy & 
Gunning Show program.
   “Wanda was born in Orbisionia, PA and 
moved to Tuckerton with her family as a little 
girl. Her uncle, Harry Dorman, who already 

lived in Tuckerton, had written a letter to his 
father, David Chilcoat, a poor coal miner, en-
ticing him to relocate to the coast.
   As Wanda recalled, the letter read, “’Dave, 
come on down to Tuckerton. I’m out in the 
bay clamming, in the nice fresh air, there’s 
plenty of clams, and the people are wonder-
ful.’ And so my father packed everything - I 
was one and a half, my sister was two years 
older - and we moved to Tuckerton. 
   Once resettled, the resourceful and hard-
working Chilcoat went to work for E. Walter 
Parsons, who owned Parsons Clams at the 
time.
   As a teenager attending Tuckerton High 
School, Wanda met and fell in love with John 
Mathis “Jack” Parsons, E. Walter’s son.
  After high school, Wanda attended nursing 
school at West Jersey Hospital in Camden, 
and Jack joined the Merchant Marines. While 
he was stationed in New York and she was 
affiliating for psychiatry at Greystone Park 

Psychiatric Center in Morris County, they 
continued their courtship through frequent 
visits. They married in 1948. Dale was born 
the following year, and a second son, Jack 
(now deceased), was born 15 months later. 
Wanda and Jack were married 62 years un-
til he died in 2009. Jack received the Hurley 
Conklin Award in 1996.
   Though Wanda had a 35-year career as a 
school nurse in Southern Regional School 
District, over the years she also kept a hand in 
just about every aspect of the clamming busi-
ness, from the bookkeeping and banking, to 
hiring staff and waiting on customers, “any-
thing where I was needed.”
   Wanda was predeceased by her husband 
Jack. She is survived by her son Dale of Little 
Egg Harbor, grandchildren Elizabeth, Dale 
Jr., Jaclynne, great grandchildren Caroline 
and Natalie.

We’ll miss you, Wanda

Tuckerton Seaport proudly hosts an exhibit at the Parsons Seafood building
that showcases Wanda’s and the Parsons Family story.

Photos compliment Tuckerton Seaport



Hotel Bivalve and the Early Days

   The facilities used for Rutgers Univer-
sity research ranged from oyster shanties 
to houseboats to well-equipped stations  
(see earlier issues of the Decoy Show Pro-
gram). The earliest facilities for research 
in the region developed in response to 
the importance of shellfish, particularly 
oysters, to the economy of the region. 
This was especially evident in Barnegat 
Bay in the late 1800s, when oystering 
was the chief business of the residents in 
the shore towns. Typically, little wood-
en shanties, or oyster houses, were con-
structed near major oyster beds so that 
the fishermen could watch over their 
oyster beds. The Nelson team of father 
(Julius) and son (Thurlow) adapted this 
approach to locate facilities near their 
research areas.  One of the earliest loca-
tions for oyster studies in the U.S. was 
at the “Mott Station” which was located 
in the Great Bay marsh meadows about 
four miles south of Tuckerton. A more 
detailed description, based on an early 
report from the New Jersey Agricultural 
Experiment Station, indicates that “the 
tide from Great Bay runs up Big Creek, 
thence through Headley’s and Stopwa-
ter to a large pond” where this station 
was located. It was named after George 
A. Mott, on whose land it was erected, 
and was apparently the first research 
station for oysters in the U.S. This small 
facility was destroyed in a storm during 
the winter of 1903-1904 and replaced 
by “Hotel Bivalve” (Fig. 1). This facility 
served as the combined kitchen, dining 
room and dormitory in addition to the 
oyster laboratory. These facilities were 
destroyed during the northeast storm of 
February 5 and 6, 1920 after they had 
been abandoned.  
   The exact location of these first oyster 

An excerpt from the forthcoming book Station 119: From Life-Saving to Marine Research to be published in spring 2015 by Down The Shore Publishing.

of Rutgers University Research Near Tuckerton



stations is hard to determine because 
most of the names indicated above are 
currently not used on any modern map.  
However, Big Creek is on maps as early
as 1876 and it persists today. Further, 
the location for Hotel Bivalve was re-
portedly near the Goldschmidt Wire-
less Station, which was constructed 
beginning in 1912. This first wireless 
station in the world was constructed by 
the German government on “Hickory 
Island near Tuckerton.” At the time of 
the construction, Island Road, which 
became the present day Radio Road, 
was unpaved and of corduroy road 
construction. Remnants of the wireless 
station, which covered 200 acres, still 
stand today near Radio Road in Mystic 

Islands and are evident by the remain-
ing concrete cable anchors and some 
buildings including a large chimney. 
The tower was closed down in 1949 
and demolished in 1955 in preparation 
for the lagoon development of Mystic 
Islands. Thus, the exact location of Ho-
tel Bivalve is hard to determine because 
it is probably buried under what is to-
day the town of Mystic Islands.
   Another early oyster research station 
run by the Nelsons was located near the 
town of Barnegat on Barnegat Creek 
(Fig. 2) on property owned by another 
oysterman, Capt. Joseph K. Ridgway, 
and was the site of nearly continuous 
research over the next several decades. 
This facility was also modest and of 

similar construction to others in these 
estuaries. The interior consisted of the 
bare bones of equipment, including a 
simple microscope and culture jars for 
observations of oyster larvae (Fig. 3). 
These early facilities were the precursors 
to the current Rutgers University Ma-
rine Field Station.

by Kenneth W. Able

Kenneth W. Able is the Director of the Rutgers 
University Marine Field Station in Tuckerton, NJ 
and a Distinguished Professor in the Department 
of Marine & Coastal Sciences for the University. 
Excerpted from Station 119: From Life-Saving to 
Marine Research to be published in spring 2015
by Down The Shore Publishing.



Ron “Poss” Hammell
by Victoria Ford

  According to Ron “Poss” Hammell of 
Tuckerton, “You either love it or hate 
it, there’s no in-between with clam-
ming. And I love it.” It’s a hard job, 
he says, but it’s in his blood. A long-
time clammer in the wilds of Absecon 
and Barnegat Bays, he transitioned to 
aquaculture when he retired from At-
lantic City Electric. He also was an avid 
trapper and a carver of award-winning 
decorative decoys. 
   He was introduced to Absecon Bay 
at eight years old, when he would go 
out with his father, Robert Hammell, 
to catch a few hundred clams with an 
old inner tube and peach basket. “You 
were lucky to get through the day 
without putting a hole in it,” he said. 
Back then they would get a penny, or a 
penny and a half per clam. He credits 
his dad with setting him on the path to 
continue the work he and his ancestors 
had done. Even the nickname “Poss” 
was handed down two generations. 
   He was born at home in Absecon on 
Dec. 11, 1951. His dad was a lineman 
for Atlantic City Electric; Ron, too, 
earned a living with the same power 
company for 34 years, after serving six 
years in the Army Reserves. He moved 
to Tuckerton from Absecon with his 
wife Louise in 1976 to work at the 
West Creek plant. He clammed after 
work, he said. He would be on his way 
home wearing a wetsuit, ready to go 
catch 1,000 to 2,000 clams in three or 
four hours.

   The Hammell family roots in the area 
predate the Revolutionary War. Ron’s 
great-great-great grandfather John 
Hammell was a doctor and British 
sympathizer. His great-great grandfa-
ther Bill Hammell was a decoy carver, 
guide and oysterman. Two years ago, 
for Christmas, Louise surprised him 
with a pair of Bill Hammell’s decoys, 
golden-eyes, that she bought from a 
collector in Port Republic.  
   An early memory is a pair of hip boots 
he got one Christmas, which he would 
wear when he and his dad would go 
out to check the traps – in a single day, 
they could catch up to 200 rats and 
fetch a good price for them. In high 
school he would trap with friends for 
muskrats, raccoons and possums. At 
one time he had as many as 150 traps 
out – snares, kona bear traps and box 
traps – which required a lot of tending 
and maintenance. One box trap could 
catch four or five muskrats.  
   But treading for clams was his first love.  
   “First time out in this bay, I started in 
April, and I hit a spot right off the bat,” 
he said. He treaded there until the 
supply dwindled and he relocated to 
Goose Bar, where he became acquaint-
ed with the scratch raking method.
   His preferred method had always 
been treading, because deeper water is 
cooling in the summer and the bottom 
is softer so there’s less wear and tear 
on the clammer. With scratch rak-
ing, you’re exposed on a sandbar, and 
it’s hot, and the greenheads bite right 
through wetsuits. 
“I like it about waist-deep, where you 
can just squat down, with a basket and 
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tube, and just spread your legs out and feel, 
and just reach down, pick up the clam and 
throw it in the basket.” He has worked them 
up his legs and dove for them while wearing 
weight belts. He also did some big raking, 
with a shinnecock rake, and a little tonging.
The man who got him interested in raising 
clams was John Schriever, who had a hatchery 
at Rusty Draper’s First Bridge Marina. Dale 
Parsons offered him a portion of his clam lot, 
so he put out 30 screens and was thrilled with 
the results. 
“Now I’m planting cultured clams, and I can’t 
see me out in the wilds ever again. My ‘wilds’ 
is me on my lot, catching the clams that I 
missed. That’s my wilds, that’s as far as I want 
to go.” 
He estimates this harsh winter has cost him 
500 to 1,000 clams per screen, and he has 50 
screens. 
His passion for decorative decoy carving was 
rooted in competition, which he relished. 
The 1980s were the heyday, he said. He was 
setting himself up to carve fulltime in retire-
ment, but the market petered out. 
Though once he was a duck hunter, now he 
enjoys watching and appreciating them more 
than hunting them, he said. Bald eagles, per-
egrine falcons and loons are common sights. 
He was also an occasional deer hunter. Small 
game he’s hunted such as squirrels, rabbits, 
pheasants and quail. It was customary to eat 
what was killed.
“I eat a lot of clams, because I like to get even 
with them,” he said. He loves them steamed, 
casino, chowdered or deviled.
Poss’s 17-year-old grandson Eric Matthew 
has clammed with Poss every summer since 
he was 10. With the money he saved, he just 
bought himself a truck. 
Eric calls his Grandpop “the hardest working 
man I have ever seen,” Louise said. 
“I’m not easy on him. I’m not easy to work 
with,” Poss admitted.
But that cross-generational bond is essential 
to keeping the tradition alive. 
“In the early days, I would talk to the old tim-
ers,” Poss said. “They would tell me anything 
I wanted to know,” he said, describing them 
as valuable sources of information and hands-
on training. They trusted him and let him 
learn. They spent time on their trade. They 
were kind enough to take him under their 
wing and include him in their conversations. 
And there were some hard lessons from the 
bay, he recalled. Breaking down was rough, 
having to row in, cold weather, and wetsuits 
back then weren’t great. The more you earn, 
the better your equipment. You get smart. 

Lightning storms would come up, but you 
just keep low in the water. Sometimes you’d 
have to chase the boat. 
Now that he’s older and wiser, and the tech-
nology is better, and the service is good, he’s 
got it made out there, he said, with heat, ame-
nities and a small crane to hoist 100-pound 
baskets of clams.

Ray Huber Jr.
by Victoria Ford

   The life of Ray Huber Jr., 85, has largely 
been defined by his two passions: athletics 
and the outdoors. In fact, winning the Hurley 
Conklin Award is a fitting complement to his 
membership in the Atlantic City High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame.  
   Born in Atlantic City on May 1, 1929, his 
family – dad Ray Huber Sr. and mom Edwina 
Ruth – relocated to Tuckerton when he was 
three. Later he had a brother, born in 1938, 
who died as an infant from pneumonia. They 
moved for Dad’s work with the state Bureau 
of Navigation, installing buoys, lights and 
channel markers. He commuted from Tuck-
erton to the state yacht basin in Forked Riv-
er. They lived in Sprague Apartments, at the 
corner of Wood and Main Streets. His mom 
operated Ruth’s Diner on Route 72.
   “I spent over 50 summers in the bay clam-
ming,” he said, from Harvey Cedars to Absec-
on Bay, from 1942 to ’92, missing a few years 
while he was in the Coast Guard. “I just loved 
the bay, and I wouldn’t take another job for 
anything. As a kid, growing up in Tuckerton, 
it seemed like when you got to be 12 or 13 
years of age, it was almost your duty to go in 
the bay if you wanted to make any money,” 
he said. He treaded for clams because “I liked 

getting in the water,” and he sold them for 2 
to 4 cents apiece to the Cramers, the Parkers, 
Ed Sprague, the Cox brothers, Walt Allen and 
the Parsons. 
   He started with a 10-foot boat he bought 
for $10 from George Heinrichs in Parker-
town, and that price included the anchor ca-
ble and oars. With favorable winds, he would 
row over to Thoroughfare Cove, or Horsefoot 
Cove, because it was soft bottom, occasion-
ally calling upon an elder bayman for a tow.
   After he came out of the service, in 1955 
Huber Jr. began his 35-year career as a teach-
er: 10 years in the classroom (starting at Tuck-
erton Elementary and then going to Atlantic 
City, Oakcrest and Absegami), teaching busi-
ness law, business math and accounting; 25 
years as a guidance counselor; and longtime 
sports coach of basketball and baseball. He 
even coached basketball in the service and 
had a brief tryout for the Pittsburgh Pirates.
   One of the best perks of his teaching sched-
ule allowed him to pursue his love for the bay 
in the summertime.  
   He upgraded to a 12-foot garvey, then in 
1963 he bought an 18-foot V-bottom garvey 
from Pete Cramer.
   “You’d have real good days, and you’d have 
some real bad days,” he recalled, fighting 
winds, tides or severe weather. “Some days 
you’d guess right, and some days you’d guess 
wrong. ‘Should we go in?’ ‘Nah, that’s gonna 
go by.’ If you went in, and the sun stayed out, 
you lost money. But if you stayed out in the 
storm, you could get hit by lightning.”
   He recalled an old saying: “If you get the 
mud between your toes, you never let it go.” 
At one time, 40 to 50 rakers and tongers 
worked Tuckerton Bay every day, he said.
   Huber and his clammer friends would meet 
for breakfast at the Tuckerton Diner before 



heading out. The work followed the natural 
tide cycles, sometimes demanding late nights 
and early mornings. But the income helped 
put his kids through college. He and his wife 
of 57 years have three children, Ray III, Kath-
leen and Kristina, and five grandchildren. He 
started his son clamming at 11 years old.
   After he retired from education, Huber 
bought a Grady White and started fishing in 
the Mullica River, Great Bay and the Inlet. 
“I didn’t fish too far outside (the inlet). My 
dad always said, ‘if you’re going to go outside, 
have two engines.’”
   He enjoyed catching weakfish and stripers, 
but gave that up about eight or 10 years ago, 
he said, when the weakfish numbers dropped 
off, and the cost of gasoline was high, and his 
buddies had all either given it up or passed 
on. “Going out fishing alone isn’t as much 
fun as when you have somebody with you,” 
he said. 
   Another one of his earliest loves was duck 
hunting. He got his juvenile license for $1 
when he was 12 years old. He would come 
home from school and grab his 12-gauge 
shotgun his dad had given him (along with 
careful instruction) and he would walk out 
behind the high school to Sap’s Meadows and 
gun the meadows at low tide, “crickin’ ’em 
out.” “I missed a lot when I was 12. I got bet-
ter as time went on.” He also hunted mud 
hens and once killed a squirrel, whose pelt 
hung in the garage for many years. 
   During the war, when shells were scarce and 
came only six in a bag at Tuckerton Lumber 
on Main Street, he couldn’t afford to be care-
less. 
   Later, with his friend Jack Cramer he would 
row out Perch Creek and go up into Edge 
Cove and gun ducks all day. Huber still has 
a few of the decoys he hunted with as a kid, 
including a Harry Shourds, a Rhodes Truex 
and a Henry Grant. 
   Only twice was he ever in real danger: one 
winter day, as a young teen, when he had to 
row home through ice on the bay; and, a few 
years later, one very windy day when he took 
two seas up into the cockpit. 
   “In 1980, we had the Cadillac of duck 
hunting blinds up on Swamp Bay,” where he 
gunned for 20 years, he said. 
   Huber raised two German shorthair point-
ers for hunting pheasant and quail, a hobby 
he enjoyed for 15 years in his 30s and early 
40s. “There’s nothing more fun than having a 
shorthair freeze on point over a pheasant or a 
covey of quail. I trained them, but they were 
smarter than me.” 
   He also was an avid deer hunter for 23 years, 

a member of the Cologne and Port Republic 
Gun Clubs, right up until 2013. “I killed my 
last deer when I was 80,” he said.

John Joseph Maxwell
by Victoria Ford

   John Joseph Maxwell started on the water 
as a young boy in 1963 – and the last summer 
he had off was 1962. “I’m a fifth-generation 
bayman,” he said. “Goes back a long time; it’s 
in the blood.”
   As he good-naturedly tells it, at age seven 
his family tied a rope onto him, put him on a 
boat, and his fate was sealed. “Man, you could 
get arrested for something like that now!” he 
said with a laugh. 
   “I got the bay bug really bad as a kid. I used 
to sit around in a box and pretend it was a 
boat.” He would daydream about being out 
on the water, duck hunting or trapping while 
pouring over the pages of Field & Stream and 
Sports Afield. Before long, by age 11, he was 
pulling oysters with his grandfather Curtis 
aboard the A.D. 2, a Navy Admiral’s Launch 
converted to a dredge boat.
   “Basically, it was a lot of hard work,” he 
said. “We would load the shells up with these 
oyster forks – like a pitchfork, but with more 
prongs – into wheelbarrows and you’d wheel 
them up on the boat, and dump them on the 
boat, take the boat with the tide from Oyster 
Creek, up the river, shovel them off, and then 
we would catch some seed oysters and run 
them down into the bay to plant them. And 
then we would catch some oysters and go in. 
When I was 15, they said, ‘Let’s give the boy 
some help.’ Then we really started at it.”

   Then, in the winter of ’76/’77, the bay froze. 
He went out with his dad on a sled pulled by 
a John Deere tractor and chopped up this ice 
with an ice saw. “Never been so cold in my 
life. It was brutal.”
   Born in Atlantic City on Dec. 7, 1955, 
Maxwell grew up in Leeds Point and spent 
a lot of time on Oyster Creek – as he put it, 
the two worst places in the world for biting 
greenhead flies. “I never had a pair of shorts 
until I was, like, 20,” he said. “You never even 
went outside in the summertime, the bugs 
were so bad.” 
   Maxwell’s paternal grandfather, Curtis Max-
well, was the founder of Maxwell Shellfish. 
When John graduated from Rider University 
in 1978, there were no jobs, he explained. 
He worked on the relay – “that was a real edu-
cation; guys were so close together, their rake 
handles touched.” 
   He took over the clam business in 1981, in 
his mid-20s. From ’84 to ’87, the clam busi-
ness was booming, at the height of which, he 
opened the Maxwell Shellfish facility in Port 
Republic, built in 1985. For about 14 years 
he was in the little clam business. “I don’t 
think I slept through the night once while I 
had it,” he said. “I went all in. Had a place in 
North Carolina, too.” 
   Today John and his wife Kimberly together 
run the business. The couple moved to Ger-
mania in 1992. The two big company boats 
are named for his grandfathers, the Captain 
Curtis Maxwell and the Captain Joseph Day-
ton. (“We’re the only big boats that are con-
sistently out, on Great Bay,” he said. “We’ve 
got a 42- and a 30-footer.”) Maxwell’s father 
Donald won the Hurley Conklin Award in 
1996.



   Maxwell’s family tree has, on his dad Don-
ald’s side, Maxwells and Allens, and on his 
mom Doris’s side, Daytons and Adamses. 
Doris’s grandfather was an Adams, but her 
mom married a Dayton. The Daytons mostly 
cut cedar. Great-grandfather Bill Dayton, he 
and his wife were from Cape May but kept 
moving to all the cedar swamps. His maternal 
grandfather, Joseph Dayton, ran a party boat, 
and Curtis Maxwell built party boats. 
   “My parents’ parents were friends. My 
grandmothers knew each other because they 
both lived in New Gretna and they were 
about the same age. My parents met each 
other when they were, like, two weeks old.”   
   As a kid he would sew bags for the clams. 
Maxwell recalls coming home from school 
and hopping on his mini bike and heading 
straight down to the clam house that was 
about two miles away. 
   “I’ve hung around baymen all my life,” he 
said.
   He didn’t start clamming, himself, until 
high school, when he clammed weekends 
with his Uncle Jack, his dad’s younger broth-
er. “We raked out of boats; the majority of 
harvest was done that way. Lower bays were 
mostly guys who waded, but up here at Great 
Bay it’s deep, so they raked or tonged.” 
   “Back in the old days, baymen … did a 
variety of things, so they oystered, clammed, 
fished, ran duck parties. About when I came 
along, most guys clammed. The crab fishery 
didn’t happen until sometime in the ’80s 

around here.” But now, the traditional way 
of doing things and switching between fish-
eries is gone, and the work is more special-
ized, more strategically marketed. “The guys 
who are left (in the business) are the guys who 
have really adapted,” he said. 
   In his own peer group, he said, the bay is re-
ally more of a lifestyle; they were born into it, 
their fathers did it. Not too many come into 
it cold, and those who do tend to lack an un-
derstanding of the heritage that surrounds it.
“I tell all the young guys, ‘If you’re not failing, 
you’re not trying.’ Sometimes you really just 
gotta get out there and do stuff that makes 
sense to you but doesn’t make sense to anyone 
else.”
   With the regulations today, every clam that 
comes through must have a documented 
“chain of custody,” with temperatures logged 
at every step. Especially oysters, he said: tre-
mendous amount of oversight and a lot of 
record keeping. As a result, he has had to lim-
it his clientele in order to keep up with the 
paperwork.
   And, to think, “I got into it because I want-
ed to play on a boat.” 
   His family had about 140 acres on Tur-
tle Creek, off the Mullica River, where as a 
young man he and his dad and Uncle Jack 
had duck hunting adventures. After he grad-
uated from Rider, he got a black lab retriever 
that he remembers fondly. He also trapped 
those meadows for muskrat and whatnot. 
Since his uncle died, he and his dad have 

done less duck hunting and more deer hunt-
ing in West Virginia.
   Bayshore gunning was hard on the body, he 
recalled, but you could do well when it was 
cold; with no phragmites, the birds “would 
just tumble right into you.” Now the boots 
are insulated, and the equipment is far supe-
rior, but “we had none of that.” The standard 
gear was hip boots, with oilskins on top, and 
under layers made of wool. “You couldn’t 
move. Itchy and cold, that’s all that was.” 
   Nowadays in the industry, every three or 
four years a bayman must reinvent himself, 
he said. 
   Maxwell became involved in state fisheries 
issues in 1992. He was co-founder and first 
president of the New Jersey Shellfisheries As-
sociation, which comes under the purview of 
the Bureau of Shellfisheries, within the state 
Department of Environmental Protection’s 
Division of Fish and Wildlife. He was ap-
pointed to the Shellfisheries Council in 2001 
(on which four generations of his family have 
served), and he served 10 years on the state 
Marine Fisheries Council.
   Given the evidence of global warming (“I go 
clamming one day, and a pelican lands next 
to me, and I go, ‘OK, something’s changing 
here’”), he said the future of his business is 
most likely “more intense aquaculture.” But 
he has no plans to retire. 
   “I can’t stress enough: I’ve been very, very 
fortunate. It’s been a really wonderful life.”
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FREE ADMISSION DURING SHOW
General Admission: Adults $8, Seniors $6,

Ages 12-5 $5, Under Five Free, Members Free
Memberships Available in Visitors Center
OPEN DAILY ALL YEAR 10AM-5PM

Barnegat Bay Decoy & Baymen’s Museum
received an operating support grant from the
New Jersey Historical Commission, a division
of the Department of State and is supported

in-part by grant assistance from the Garden State
Historic Preservation Trust Fund.



2014 Prize Donators
Retriever Contest Prizes Donated by:
Ocean County Parks & Recreations

World Championship
Duck Calling Contest

A special thanks to New Jersey Waterfowlers
for sponsoring the 2014 New Jersey State

Duck Calling Championship’s participation
in the 2014 World Championship

at Stuttgart, Arkansas, in November.

2014 Ocean County
Decoy & Gunning Show

September 27 & 28, Tuckerton, NJ
Promotional Program and Guide Book

2014 show cover print
painted by Rob Leslie.

“Autumn Woodies”

Thanks for All Your Help!
The Ocean County Department of Parks & Recreation and the Barnegat Bay

Decoy & Baymen’s Museum would like to express our deep appreciation for all groups,
businesses and individuals whose effort and support make this show possible.

Show Program Committee
German Georgieff, Paul Hart,

Amanda Truhan, Jaclyn Stewart Wood

Show Committee
Volunteers

Gary Bell • Blaine Bush
Mark Ford • Bob Fricke

Tom Gormley
Ron “Poss” Hammell

Tim Hart • John Holloway
Dick Jessen • George Kurtz

Malcolm Robinson
Jim Thompson • Steve Tarnow

Special Thanks
We would like to thank the many volunteers who 
helped in making the 2014 Decoy Show a success.
A show of this magnitude would not be possible
without the dedicated help of these individuals.

We would also like to give a special thanks
to Ray Gormley of “My Three Sons” for all
the donations and loans for materials used

in decorating the show grounds. 
And a sincere thank you to the

Ocean County Sheriff ’s Department,
Ocean County Transportation (Ocean Ride) and

the Ocean County Security Department.

Stage and Grounds Decorations Donated by:
MY THREE SONS SEAFOOD & PRODUCE

PARKERTOWN, NJ • 609-296-2589





A family owned real estate business since 1967.
Stop in and find out why... “Our People Make the Difference”

www.BayShoreRealty.com

Traditions flourish through families, and the Disbrow family and Bayshore family have been a part of this 
community’s traditions for generations.

Bayshore Agenc  our people  our 
resources are here to help you become a 
part of our community by finding your new 
home and .

By living, working and being active in the 
community, our family, agents and staff 
have helped to keep the values of the past 
alive and the future bright.

We look forward to 2015 as we 
celebrate the 75th anniversary 

of Ocean County Parks and 
Recreation, who have hosted this 

event from the beginning.


