Books from the Archives, Episode

Two
Contributed by Terry Badger, Deputy State Archivist
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Perhaps one of the most creative ideas for a book
that I have seen in the last few years was dreamed
el up by Lorraine McConaghy. New Land, North of
the Columbia: Historic Documents that Tell the
Story of Washington State from Territory to Today,
presents a journey through history using a selection
of documents found in archives large and small

throughout the State.

Ms. McConaghy spent a year travelling the State
looking for documents held by archives and
libraries accessible to the public that would be of
interest to us. These documents, as she explains,
“are rich sources of information about the ordinary
people who lived everyday lives in the past.” The
institutions visited are too numerous to mention, but
among them are the Experience Music Project, the Rainier Valley Historical Society, the
Richland Public Library, and even the

e Washington State Archives.
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