
2014 American Red Cross Real Heroes Nominees 
 
 
Below is a list of the 22 individuals/organizations nominated for the 11th Annual Real 
Heroes event. If you would like more information about these nominees or are interested 
in scheduling an interview, please contact Patti Weiske, patti.weiske@redcross.org 
 
 
Education Hero 
Olivia Callison 
Americorps VISTA literacy worker 
Helps to increase support and awareness for the Washoe County School District 
Volunteer Services, particularly the Read and Succeed program.  
 
Animal Hero 
Dr. Joe Coli 
Since 1983, has served as the Veterinarian and Animal Care Specialist for the Reno 
Rodeo Association. In 2013, he was name the Professional Rodeo Cowboys (PRCA) 
Veterinarian of the Year.  
 
Animal Hero 
Becky Goodman-Pet Network Humane Society  Last summer Pet Network staff and 
volunteers were challenged when a man found a box of 10 newborn puppies in a 
dumpster near a South Lake Tahoe gas station and brought them to the Incline Village 
nonprofit animal shelter. The puppies received vaccination shots, feeding formula, 
plasma to build up their immune systems, special heaters, all funded by the Pet Network.	  
Community Impact Hero 
 
JUSTin HOPE Foundation 
Helps individuals and families affected by Autism Spectral Disorder and other neuro-
developmental disorders. The Foundation organizes Spring Forward for Autism 
Run/Walk and the Reno Firefighters Calendar.  
 
Community Service Hero 
Gordon Jobe 
Retired Navy pilot and has devoted his life to public service and volunteer work. Helps 
the Civil Air Patrol, works on search and rescue operations throughout Nevada, blood 
donor, and a regular volunteer at the Veterans’ Hospital. He takes therapy dogs to provide 
comfort and distraction to people in stress or pain.  
 
Community Service Hero 
Steve Arvin 
As a certified grief counselor, Arvin donates his time to the Reno Fire Department and 
deals directly with the needs of fire victims, both while firefighters are battling blazes and 
in follow-up services after the firefighters have left the scene.  



In 2013, Arvin responded to 669 calls for service, donating more than 1700 hours to 
those in need.  
 
Community Service Hero  
Jon Yuspa 
The numbers of living World War II veterans are rapidly diminishing.  As a way of 
paying tribute to those who remain, the Honor Flight Network was organized. Yuspa 
brought the Honor Flight Network program to northern Nevada.  The Network sends 
WWII veterans to Washington, D.C. where they can view the monuments built to honor 
their service and sacrifices.  
 
Firefighter 
Curt Wilson 
Eight-year veteran of the Sparks Fire Department, heroic rescue of two men from the 
Truckee River on July 1, 2013.  
 
Adult Good Samaritan Hero 
Susan Kennedy 
A retired nurse and a full-time volunteer for the American Red Cross.  She is especially 
active with Service to Armed Forces, which works with members of the Armed Forces 
and their families, and Disaster Health Services. 
 
Adult Good Samaritan Hero 
Darlene Stanfield 
Rescued a co-worker who was choking by using the Heimlich Maneuver. 
Her lifesaving skills dislodged the food and may have saved a life. 
 
Adult Good Samaritan Hero 
Scott Gilliland 
NV Energy Gas Damage Prevention Serviceman who went above and beyond his normal 
duties when he followed his intuition at the house of an 88-year-old owner. His thorough 
checking uncovered a serious gas leak that was potentially serious if he had not taken 
action.  
 
 
Law Enforcement Hero 
Lovelock Correctional Center 
Its Protective Service and Programs staff for their spirit of giving in 2013.  

• Hosted	  three	  blood	  drives	  which	  collected	  over	  120	  units	  of	  blood.	  
• Sent	  13	  packages	  of	  t-‐shirts,	  school	  supplies,	  awards	  and	  toys	  to	  Peace	  Corps	  volunteer	  

Gracie	  Geremia	  in	  Mumena,	  Zambia.	  	  The	  Laughlin	  native	  is	  helping	  with	  rural	  education	  

development.	  
• Awarded	  two	  $500	  dollar	  scholarships	  to	  Pershing	  County	  High	  School	  graduates.	  

• Raised	  over	  $1000	  for	  Relay	  for	  Life/American	  Cancer	  Society.	  
• Provided	  backpacks	  and	  school	  supplies	  for	  the	  16	  students	  at	  Imlay	  Elementary	  School.	  



• Provided	  additional	  backpacks	  and	  school	  supplies	  to	  students	  at	  Lovelock	  Elementary	  
School.	  

• Held	  two	  food	  drives	  for	  the	  Lovelock	  Food	  Bank.	  
• Collected	  toys	  for	  the	  Lovelock	  Angel	  Tree.	  	  	  
• Collected	  gifts	  for	  the	  Lovelock	  Santa	  for	  Seniors	  program.	  

• Through	  the	  Box	  Tops	  4	  Education	  program,	  collected	  $101	  for	  Gabbs	  Elementary	  
School.	  

 
Law Enforcement Hero 
Sergeant Ronald Bell 
A Sergeant with the Churchill County Sheriff’s Department who saved a life by using the 
AED to restart the victim’s heart and CPR at an accident scene. 
 
Medical Hero 
Elizabeth Gameros 
On her way to her car, she rushed to the aid of a man shot in the parking lot, called 911, 
and performed CPR until the ambulance arrived. Today she works full-time on an 
ambulance.  
 
Medical Hero 
Roxanne Ayala 
As a pediatrics nurse went above and beyond when she helped one of her fellow nurses 
comfort a young patient as he underwent donor surgery. She stayed in communication 
with the family when the child was en route to the operating room, upon his arrival in the 
operating room, and while the child was in surgery. 
 
Medical Hero 
Denise Gonzalez 
Pediatric Acute Care Nurse Denise Gonzalez exemplifies kindness, compassion, and 
caring. In addition to her nursing duties, Gonzalez represents the Pediatric Acute Care 
Unit in Renown’s Shared Governance.  She teaches helmet safety through the Save Your 
Skull program.   
 
Medical Hero 
Ernie De Los Reyes 
Renown’s Institute for Neurosciences, RN Ernie De Los Reyes saved a patient from 
potential harm when he stopped that patient from prematurely leaving the hospital before 
his treatment was completed.  
 
Medical Hero 
George Reade 
Responded to cries for help from a perfect stranger while on his way to a prenatal check-
up with his wife.  Reade, a REMSA dispatcher and emergency medical technician,  found 
a man in cardiac arrest, called 911, and started CPR.  
 



 
 
Medical Hero 
Matthew Dixon 
Tactical Paramedic Matthew Dixon responded to two “Active Shooter” events last fall, 
placing his life in jeopardy to come to the aid of people in need. 
1. Sparks Middle School shooting in October.  Dixon was in the first REMSA 
ambulance, reaching the scene within four minutes of the call. He was able to render 
immediate life-saving interventions and took one victim to an awaiting ambulance. 
2. Renown Regional Medical Center shooting in December.  Paramedic Dixon was one 
of the first of the REMSA tactical medics on the scene. As soon as he encountered the 
victims, Dixon and another paramedic immediately provided life-saving medical 
measures.  They extricate all immediate victims and transported them to the emergency 
room. 
 
 
Military Hero 
Aron Hernandez 
A retired Sergeant Major from the Army, retired ROTC instructor for the Washoe County 
School District, and currently a volunteer driver for the VA Sierra Nevada Health Care 
System in Reno. Volunteers to take veterans to doctors appointments several days per 
week.  
 
Military Hero 
Patrick Kilcline 
A volunteer medical officer for the U.S. Navy Sea Cadet Corps, he came to the aid of a 
perfect stranger suffering cardiac arrest. Called Lyon County emergency services and 
began CPR and chest compressions until the victim regained consciousness.  
 
 
Youth Good Samaritan 
Zachary Jensen 
Depaoli Middle School student who noticed another student choking performed the 
Heimlich maneuver to dislodge food restricting his airway. He learned the technique 
from a YouTube video his mother had him watch. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


