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Knit n’ Knibble

 Guild members took the opportunity to use up their stash skeins of yarn 
during the stash buster classes held during the February meeting.  Participants 
were given a choice of many  classes to use their stash yarn including; the baby 
bib, Dorset button, willow cowl, EV cowl, Calorimetry, scarf/shawl, felted belt, 
crochet sweater, marvelous miniatures, cabled cowl, and the picot edge scarf. 
Classes varied in skill level so that there was a class for everyone and each table 
was filled to capacity with eager knitters.  Some made items for themselves and 
others made items as gifts.  This was such a great event. Knitters discovered new 
patterns, met new members and learned some new knitting techniques. 

     Thank you to all the teachers who volunteered to teach this evening. All 
participants should bring in newly knitted items for our next meeting so that 
group photos can be taken. We are looking forward to sharing all the stash buster 
projects! 

~Mary Grace Duggan

Gwen Bortner, “Queen of Entrelac”
Knitting Seminar Review, Oct. 27/28, 2012

 Do I really want to untangle the mystery of entrelac?  What if I don’t “get 
it” and humiliate myself in front of a famous knitter…?
All my fears were unfounded as I participated in Gwenn Bortner’s wonderful classes 
last October.  She took the “Ack!” out of entrelac and gave us instead the “entre” 
part.  She demonstrated with charm and humor how the technique is accomplished, in 
simple steps, with some basic techniques and the best handouts ever.
 I was present for Sunday’s classes, Entrelac Basics and Entrelac:  Beyond 
the Basics.  We learned that there is no mystery to completing an entrelac project if 
one (get this!):  FOLLOWS THE DIRECTIONS.  For example, when they say “turn 
the work,”  TURN THE WORK.  

Stash Busting Seminar

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Dear Fellow Knitters,
Spring is right around the corner 

and brings to mind new beginnings---
green grass, bulbs popping with color, 
April showers, pastel colors, and 
robin sittings.  With regard to our 
Guild—Spring brings the thought 
about the positions of leadership and 
guidance that are needed to be filled 
for next year.  This is YOUR time to 
think about how YOU can contribute 
to the success of the Guild.  Elected 
and appointed positions are both 
available.  Being on the Executive 
Committee is an excellent way to get 
to know more members as well as 
getting to know how the Guild is run.  
The nominating committee 
(Adrienne Kotler) will be actively 
recruiting in these next months.  
Please consider joining this leadership 
group.

Spring also brings “Spring 
Cleaning”.  This might be the time to 
thin out your stash and donate for our 
annual auction on May 9th.   I just 
finished a dofuku kimono with yarn 
purchased from last years UFO 
section of the auction.  I am very 
pleased with the result!

My author suggestion is Tess 
Gerritsen.  Tess is a Chinese-
American novelist and retired 
physician.  Her books belong to the 
genres of romantic suspense, medical 
thrillers, and her more recognizable 
Rizzoli and Isles series.

Happy fibers to you, till we meet 
again.  

~Arch Behrens
Guild President
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 By the end of the morning, we had a basic understanding of the stitch and had made all or most of a can cozy.  A 
finished, practical project demonstrating the stitch was a nice bonus. In the afternoon, we made (well, mostly made) a 
small card case as we learned how to work a seamless entrelac project.  Again, a useful little project to help refresh the 
lessons rather than another UFO ending up in the box of class samples one never quite gets around to labeling. 
 
 Gwen’s handouts were in booklet form, with clear diagrams and photos to illustrate the clearly written directions 
along the way.  She not only included the techniques of the day, there were bonus sections about shaping, picking up 
stitches, and knitting in the opposite direction.

 Members of the Guild who are interested in expanding their knowledge of our beloved craft would do well to 
consider any of the wonderful seminars offered in the fall and spring.  Even if you think you know the techniques, the 
Guild provides the best deal you will ever find to experience the expert and well-known teachers we have been fortunate to 
attract.  They are in themselves a memorable experience, and I guarantee you will learn more than a thing or two to add to 
your stash of knitting know-how.  

 ~Peg Lynch

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Rita Walter is a founding member of the guild, but more 
importantly, she is one member who has consistently stepped up to 
the plate:  knitouts, representing the guild and teaching beginners 
knitting,teaching a mini seminars. Pictured on Left.

Peg Lynch contributes regularly to the Knit nʼ Knibble and is 
always looking for ways to help. She is the embodiment of 
community spirit and we are very lucky to have her in our guild. 
Pictured on Right. 

What is a podcast? Essentially it is a weekly video or audio segment independently put on the internet by a person 
or group discussing a common theme. Podcast topics range from music, comics, film, sewing, and are even about 
knitting!  I was late to the game when I discovered knitting podcasts. It was a fluke chance when I stumbled on The 
Knit Girllls, thinking it was music related, not knitting related. I watched an episode and really enjoyed it, so much so I 
came back the following week to watch the newest episode. From The Knit Girllls I discovered other podcasts. Some 

PODCASTS, PLEASE!

CONTINUED ON PG. 3

Program Notes
! Thursday, MARCH 7th  – Renee Inez and Erin Kosich will 
present a program on knitting shawls.  They’ll challenge all levels of  knitters 
with patterns you can finish in a month and show off at the April meeting.  

Also this month, bring your completed (and uncompleted) projects from the 
Stash Busting/One Skein Knitting classes held in February.  We want to see 
all the creativity that was knitted up!

! Thursday, APRIL 11th- Susan Sarabasha from Susan’s Spinning 
Bunny will present a lecture/discussion on dying yarn and spinning yarn 
using a drop spindle.  Susan will also have her beautiful, hand dyed yarns and 
original patterns for sale at the April meeting.  If you have a drop spindle or 
spinning wheel bring it tonight so you can practice as Susan teaches us how 
to take our knitting to another level. PLEASE NOTE DATE CHANGE.

Also this month, bring your completed shawls from the patterns distributed 
at the March meeting to show off !

OCTOBER  11 – 14, 2013

CHAUTAUQUA INSTITUTION, 
CHAUTAUQUA, NY

Visit http://eglfc.org/ to register

http://eglfc.org/
http://eglfc.org/
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were great and others were not my cup of tea. These 
podcasts all highlight the amazing synergistic qualities 
technology and knitting hold. 

! I enjoy podcasts because, if done right, 
you feel like you are sitting across from a table at a knit 
night with the host(s). They discuss new patterns they 
have come across, yarn purchases which can lead to the 
discovery of new dyers, tools they consider essential to 
knitting, and share heartfelt anecdotes of their lives. The 
internet provides an extraordinary platform for us to 
build our circle of friends and knitting family across miles, 
oceans, and continents. Most podcasts have Ravelry 
groups where you can interact with the host(s) and other 
fellow viewers. There are often knit-a-longs and prizes. 
Podcasts are also a great place to discover indie dyers/
designers and get discount offers from them. 

! I encourage you to go out and search for 
a podcast or a few if you have the time. Watch one 
episode. You may love it or you may think, “Really? Who 
would put this on the internet?” If you are thinking the 
latter, try another. There are many, MANY podcasts out 
there. Below are links for some podcasts that I love and 
you may want to consider.

The Knit Girllls - http://www.theknitgirllls.com/
wordpress/

Originally hosted by 3 women who all had “L” first 
names, this podcast has been on for a few years and is one 
of the most popular. These two best friends now live in 
different states but still continue to record, despite the 
distance. They discuss not only knitting but also spinning 
and do wonderful reviews. If you have small children/
grandchildren, Laura is a librarian and often has great new 
reading recommendations for children’s literature. 

The Stockinette Zombies - http://
www.stockinettezombies.com/

Hosted by two friends in Minnesota, this podcast is 
full of funny. They discuss FO’s (finished objects), HO’s 
(Half-finished objects), and future knits. Megan is a math 
whiz and avid garment knitter. This podcast gave me a 
chance, as an indie dyer. And I have partnered with them 
for many knit-a-longs. Megan and Amy infuse the weekly 

episodes with tons of knitting info, pop-culture, and the 
occasional cute kid story (they are both mothers).

Knit Me Happy -  http://www.knitmehappy.com/
If you like to support people with local connections, 

this may be for you. Rachel has family in Lockport, NY 
but has been all over the US. As a military wife, student, 
knitter, spinner, dyer, and animal lover, she has a lot to 
offer as a podcast host. If you love animals, I strongly 
suggest her podcast. She fosters cats on top of the few she 
owns and her two dogs. These furry friends always make 
cameos in the podcast. Rachel is really big on charity 
knitting and working with other podcasts to raise 
awareness and funds for any noble cause. 

Single Handed Knits - http://
www.singlehandedknits.com/

Host Mel is one of the most amazing people I have 
ever met (virtually). She has experienced some extreme 
hardships yet continues to be a positive beam of happy. 
She is not a new knitter but since an accident that caused 
paralysis in her one arm, she has re-taught herself how to 
knit. You are really going on a journey with her in her 
podcasts. She shows you local points of natural beauty 
near her home in Hawaii, but you also see her overcome 
challenges like cabling and even learning how to spin. Mel 
is inspirational and her podcast is fun, positive, and 
different. 

~Jenna Meyer

A FEW NOTES:
For	  the	  March	  mee,ng	  we	  want	  to	  only	  serve	  cakes,	  any	  and	  all	  kinds.	  Maybe	  someone	  will	  even	  create	  (or	  buy)	  a	  kni=ng	  themed	  cake.

Show	  and	  Tell	  for	  the	  March	  mee,ng	  will	  only	  include	  items	  completed	  by	  members	  taking	  part	  in	  the	  Stash	  Bus,ng/One	  Skein	  kni=ng	  
seminars.

CONTINUED FROM PG. 2

MEET OUR NEWEST BOARD MEMBER
!
! This is Kelly Springer’s first year as a member of 
the Guild and when an opening became available on the Board 
Kelly was not shy to step  forward and take on the position of 
Secretary.
From  Kelly’s Ravelry page she tells us, “ I  am a speech 
therapist full time with a knitting habit and wish it was the 
other way around.  I love knitting for myself, my mom, mother 
-in -law and kiddos around me.”
! We are really fortunate to have Kelly take over as 
secretary and perhaps she can serve as a model for other Guild 
members to get involved, whether you are a new member or an 
original. On a personal note, Kelly taught the first knitting class 
I ever took. The  cast-on she taught me is my favorite and the 
one I always use.

http://www.theknitgirllls.com/wordpress/
http://www.theknitgirllls.com/wordpress/
http://www.theknitgirllls.com/wordpress/
http://www.theknitgirllls.com/wordpress/
http://www.stockinettezombies.com
http://www.stockinettezombies.com
http://www.stockinettezombies.com
http://www.stockinettezombies.com
http://www.knitmehappy.com
http://www.knitmehappy.com
http://www.singlehandedknits.com
http://www.singlehandedknits.com
http://www.singlehandedknits.com
http://www.singlehandedknits.com
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OUR LOVELY SPONSORS

Creative Essence is one of our new sponsors! 
Like them on Facebook and set up a “Ladies night” 
with your closest crafting friends. If knitting isn’t 
scratching your creative itch, choose from over a 
dozen different crafts!

Kindred Kreek Alpaca Farm is one of our new 
sponsors! Like them on Facebook! They will be 
hosting Fiber Mill Open Houses, which will be held 
on the third Sunday of every month and will be free 
to all. They will also be hosting a fiber festival on 
their farm JUNE 15th. Call or e-mail them for 
more info on their Fiber Festival or Open Houses. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Creative-Essence/225001960850380
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Creative-Essence/225001960850380
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Kindred-Kreek-Alpacas-Farm-Fiber-Milland-Country-Store/247307715315722
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Kindred-Kreek-Alpacas-Farm-Fiber-Milland-Country-Store/247307715315722

