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MAGUS MANTIS
Farnctirtl Sittprar?

The very first thing I remember in my early childhood is a flame,
a blue flame jumping off a gas stove somebody lit. It might have
been me playing around with the stove. I don’t
remember who it was. Anyway, | remember
bei'ng shocked by the whoosh of the blue flame
jumping off the burner, the suddenness of it.
That’s as far back as | can remember; any fur-
ther back than this is just fog, you know, just
mystery. But that stove flame is as clear as
music is in my mind. | was three years old.

I saw that flame and felt that hotness of it
close to my face. | felt fear, real fear, for the first
time in my life. But I remember it also like some
kind of adventure, some kind of weird joy, too.
I guess that experience took me someplace in my head I hadn’t
been before. To some frontier, the edge, maybe, of everything
possible. I don’t know; I never tried to analyze it before. The fear
I had was almost like an invitation, a challenge to go forward
into something | knew nothing about. That’s where I think my
personal philosophy of life and my commitment to everything I
believe in started, with that moment.
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