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Q1) During Chanukah, people kindle their Chanukah lights at various times throughout the 

evening. Is there a preferred time? 

A1) The discrepancy in kindling times is due to a dispute among the Poskim (halachic 

authorities) as to the preferred time to kindle the lights, and the various minhagim 

(customs/practices) that developed as a result of that dispute. The common practice, 

however, is to kindle the lights at tzeis hakochavim (nightfall).1 For an approximate time, 

see below. See below also for a follow-up question. 

 

 

Understanding the She’eilah (question/inquiry) 

 
The Gemara (Shabbos 21a) writes that the proper time to kindle the Chanukah lights is 

mishetishkah hachamah ad shetichlah regel min hashuk (from the time of the setting of the sun until 

people no longer walk through the marketplace).2 This statement is understood to mean (according to one 

explanation in the Gemara) that one should kindle the lights at the time of “the setting of the sun” and let 
them burn until the time that people stop walking in the marketplace. Although the phrase mishetishkah 

hachamah means literally “from the time of the setting of the sun,” there are three different opinions 

among the Rishonim (early authorities) how to understand mishetishkah hachamah in the context of the 
time for kindling the Chanukah lights. 

 

To understand these three opinions, the following introduction will be helpful (see Magid 

Mishnah Hilchos Shabbos 5:4 and M.B. 261:20 with Bi’ur Halacha). The Gemara (Shabbos 34-35) states 
that there is ¾ mil from sh’kiah until tzeis hakochavim. A mil is a distance measurement of 2000 amos 

(cubits), and the time it takes to walk a mil is 18 minutes (see Bi’ur Halacha 163:1 s.v. b’richuk).3 Hence, 

sh’kiah is 13.5 minutes before tzeis hakochavim. 
 

                                                        
1 Literally: the emergence of stars. The precise time of nightfall is when three medium size stars are visible. Since it is not clear how do define 

“medium stars,” when it comes to determining when Shabbos ends, we act stringently and wait until three small stars are visible (see Rema O.C. 

562:1, M.B. 293:3 and 562:3). See, however, note 6, below. 
2 Literally: until the foot ceases from the marketplace. 
3 Following most Rishonim. Some Rishonim, however, hold that takes 24 minutes to walk a mil; see Aruch Hashulchan O.C. 459:6 and Bi’ur 

Halacha 459:2 s.v. havi revi’is sha’ah. 



 
 

21 Kislev, 5775                                                      516.239.2500                                                                            Halacha Hotline-Parshas Vayeishev 

 

The opinion of the Geonim,4 and the Gr”a (Vilna Gaon) and Shulchan Aruch Harav is that there 

is only one sh’kiah, which is sunset, when the sun dips below the horizon. Thus, tzeis hakochavim is 13.5 
minutes after sunset.  

  

According to Rabbeinu Tam, many other Rishonim, the Shulchan Aruch and Rema, tzeis 

hakochavim is much later – four mil (approximately 72 minutes) after sunset (4x18=72), at which time the 
sky is completely darkened. Since sh’kiah is 13.5 minutes before tzeis hakochavim, sh’kiah according to 

Rabbeinu Tam is not sunset, but a later time, approximately 58½ minutes (3¼ mil) after sunset. This later 

time is referred to as “second sh’kiah.”5,6 
We generally assume that the calculations of Rabbeinu Tam are to be adjusted for the latitude. 

According to Rav Moshe Feinstein (Igros Moshe, Yoreh De’ah 2:79), when Rabbeinu Tam’s calculations 

are adjusted for the latitude of New York, tzeis hakochavim is between 42 and 50 minutes after sunset, 
depending on the time of year. 

 

As mentioned above, there are three opinions among the Rishonim regarding the proper time for 

the kindling of the Chanukah lights: 
1) Some Rishonim7 write that mishetishkah hachamah refers to sunset, when the sun dips below 

the horizon. 

2) Other Rishonim8 write that mishetishkah ha’chamah refers to tzeis hakochavim (nightfall). 
Tosafos (Menachos 20b, s.v. nifsal) explain that the expression mishetishkah ha’chamah cannot refer to 

sunset, since the purpose of kindling the lights is to bring about pirsumei nisa (publicizing the miracle [of 

Chanukah]), which is possible only when it is dark outside.9 The Levush (Orach Chaim chap. 672:1) adds 
that tzeis hakochavim is an ideal time for pirsumei nisa as it is the time in which people pass to and fro in 

the streets. [It would seem that opinion could technically be referring to the tzeis hakochavim of the 

Geonim or the tzeis hakochavim of Rabbeinu Tam; see, however, below.] 

3) Yet other Rishonim,10 following the thesis of Rabbeinu Tam, write that mishetishkah hachamah 
refers to the beginning of the “second shekiah,” approximately 58 ½ minutes after sunset (see Mishnah 

Berurah 672:1). 

 
The Shulchan Aruch writes (O.C. 672:1, as understood by Magen Avraham 672:1) that (on 

weekdays) one should not kindle the Chanukah lights before tzeis hakochavim.11,12 The Aruch 

Hashulchan (O.C. 672:4) writes that the widespread minhag (custom/practice) is to kindle the lights at 

tzeis hakochavim. Nevertheless, some Poskim (Teshuvos V’hanhagos 2:334) recommend kindling the 
lights after standard sunset but before tzeis hakochavim in order to fulfill the mitzvah according to as 

many Rishonim as possible. Regardless of which opinion one follows, one should make sure to have 

sufficient fuel for the lights to burn until a half hour after nightfall (see S.A. O.C. 672:1; Az Nidb’ru 
7:70).13  

                                                        
4 These were Sages who lived after the times of the Gemara and before the times of the Rishonim. 
5 According to Rabbeinu Tam, sunset is sometimes called t’chilas sh’kiah (the beginning of sh’kiah), and tzeis hakochavim is sometimes called 

sof sh’kiah sh’niah (the end of the second sh’kiah). 
6 None of these times seem to reckon with the emergence of three stars (see note 1, above). See M.B. 293:6 and Bi’ur Halacha s.v. ad for an 

analysis. 
7 Mordechai, Rambam Hilchos Chanukah 4:5. 
8 Terumas HaDeshen, 1:102. 
9 This concept may be seen from the rhetorical statement of the Gemara (Chulin 60b): shraga b’tihara mai ahani (what does a candle in daytime 

help?) 
10 Rashba to Shabbos 34b; Ran, Shabbos page 15a of the Rif. 
11 Certainly on Friday we kindle the light before tzeis hakochavim, and even before sunset, but after plag haminchah (1 ¼ proportional hours 

before nighttime) (Rema 679:1; M.B. 679:2). Furthermore, the Shulchan Aruch (ibid.) cites an opinion that holds that if one cannot light later on a 

weekday, one may light after plag haminchah. In both instances, one must put enough fuel in the menorah to burn until ½ hour after tzeis 

hakochavim (S.A. ibid.; M.B. ibid.). 
12 As the Shulchan Aruch follows the opinion of Rabbeinu Tam, his ruling means that one should not kindle the lights until 72 minutes after 

sunset. Others Poskim agree that one should not kindle the lights until tzeis hakochavim, but they set forth an earlier time for tzeis hakochavim. 
13 The Poskim write that one should make sure that the fuel burns until 30 minutes after the tzeis hakochavim of Rabbeinu Tam (see chart). 
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The following chart shows the correct times for kindling the lights this year in NYC according to various 
opinions. If one does not have a specific minhag of when to kindle the Chanukah lights, one should 

light at the time listed below as “Rabbeinu Tam adjusted,” which is approximately 5:15 PM this year 

in NYC. 

 

Posek Opinion Approximate time in NYC this year 

Shulchan Aruch/ 

Majority of Poskim 

Tzeis Hakochavim - 

nightfall 

Approx. 4:44 PM (Geonim/Gr”a) 

                    See note14 

Approx. 5:42 PM (Rabbeinu Tam) 

Approx. 5:15 PM (R.T. adjusted)15 

Mishnah Berurah 25 minutes after sunset Approx. 4:55 PM 

Rav Moshe 

Feinstein 

10-18 minutes after sunset Approx. 4:40-4:48 PM 

Rav Aharon Kotler 20-25 minutes after sunset Approx. 4:50-4:55 PM 

[Note: This year, sunset in NYC during Chanukah is approximately 4:30 PM] 

 

 

Q2) If the entire family arrives home later than tzeis hakochavim, may we still kindle the 

lights and recite the b’rachos? If yes, until when? 

A2) Although it is preferable to kindle the lights at the preferred time, one may still kindle 

them with a b’rachah any time during the night (until alos hashachar – halachic 

daybreak) as long as someone in the household (other than the one kindling the lights) is 

awake and present at the kindling. 

 

Understanding the She’eilah (question/inquiry) 

 
During the times of Chazal (our Sages, may their memories be blessed), the Chanukah menorah 

was placed outside of one's home – at the entranceway, where it was visible by all passersby. By placing 

it there one brought about pirsumei nisa (see Gemara Shabbos 21b; S.A. O.C. 672:5).16 Since the lights 

were kindled where passersby would see them, the time for kindling was set as mishetishkah hachamah 

ad shetichlah regel min hashuk (see above), since after that time there would be no passersby and, hence, 
no pirsumei nisa (Shabbos 21a). The Gemara (Shabbos 21b) explains that shetichlah regel min ha’shuk 

refers specifically to the time when the workers who stayed the latest in the marketplace would leave the 

marketplace to go home for the day. Accordingly, it stands to reason that in metropolitan areas in which 
late commutes are common, the latest time to kindle the lights should be extended significantly (see 

Mo’adim Uzmanim 2:141).17 Others disagree and write that despite the late commutes, the time for 

kindling the lights (at least when the menorah is placed outside; see next paragraph) is still the time 
instituted originally by Chazal (Ohr L’tziyon 1:45). 

 

                                                        
14 Note: Although this calculation of tzeis hakochavim according to the Gr”a (13.5 minutes after sunset) may be followed for purposes of 

Chanukah kindling (if that is one’s minhag), one may not consider Shabbos or Yom Tov to end so early. Rather, one may not consider Shabbos to 

end in America until at least 42-50 minutes after sunset, and preferably not until 60 or 72 minutes after sunset. See Igros Moshe O.C. 4:62. 
15 Adjusted for the latitude of NYC. See also previous note. 
16 Indeed, in Eretz Yisrael such is the prevalent minhag nowadays as well. In the Diaspora, however, the minhag to kindle the lights inside one’s 

house developed due to the fear of pogroms by the non-Jews (see Shabbos 21b), and in later times to the concern of the menorah being stolen by 

non-Jews (Darkei Moshe O.C. 671:9). 
17 Therein he writes that it is reasonable to say that in Eretz Yisrael one would be permitted to kindle the lights until 9 PM. 



 
 

DISCLAIMER: Not all details and aspects of the question and answer can be fully expressed in this limited format. Accordingly, one should not rely on the information herein for 
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 Regular Hours Emergency Hours 
(for time-sensitive questions) 

From Until From Until 

Sunday-Thursday 
1:30 PM 2:30 PM 

8:30 AM 11:00 PM 
6:30 PM 10:00 PM 

Erev Shabbos/Yom Tov 
4 hours before 

candle lighting 

1 hour before 

candle lighting 
8:30 AM 

10 minutes before 

candle lighting 

Motzaei Shabbos/Yom Tov 
1 hour after 

Ma’ariv 
2 hours after 

Ma’ariv 
1 hour after 

Ma’ariv 
11:30 PM 
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Tosafos (Shabbos 21b s.v. d’i lo adlik) write further that the Gemara’s requirement that one 

kindle the lights while there are still passersby applies only when people would place the menorah outside 
the house. Since we place the menorah inside our houses,18 the pirsumei nisa is primarily for the 

household members.19 Hence, one may kindle the lights – and recite the b’rachos – even much later than 

shetichlah regel min ha’shuk (Rema 672:2; Chayei Adam 154:12) so long as someone in the household 

(e.g., an adult, or even a child with some understanding) – other than the one kindling the lights – is 
awake and present to see the kindling (M.B. 672:10-11). One may kindle the lights any time during the 

night until alos ha’shachar (halachic dawn) (M.B. 672:11). If one arrives home when all the household 

members are asleep, one should wake up [at least one of] them to be present at the kindling of the lights 
(ibid.). If no one else is awake, one should kindle the lights but not recite the b’rachos (ibid.; see, 

however, note).20 

 
Despite the permissibility of kindling later, one should endeavor to kindle the lights at the 

preferred time, as set forth in the chart above (see Rema ibid) for several reasons: 1) because of the 

concept of zerizin makdimin l’mitzvos (loosely translated as: those who are punctilious in performance of 

mitzvos fulfill them at the earliest possible time) (Ran, Shabbos page 9a of the Rif); 2) to fulfill the 
mitzvah according to the original enactment of the Rabbis (Aruch Hashulchan O.C. 672:4,6); and 3) to 

bring about pirsumei nisa to the passersby who see the menorah in the window (Aruch Hashulchan O.C. 

672:4; see also Bi’ur Halacha 672:2 s.v. umikol makom).21  

 
                                                        
18 See note 16, above. 
19 Although we still try to publicize the mitzvah for passersby by placing the menorah in a window that faces the street (M.B. 671:27), the main 

pirsumei nisa is still for the household members (ibid. 672:9). 
20 Cf. Sha’ar Hatziyun 672:17 who cites the Chemed Moshe that one may kindle the lights even when all the household members are sleeping. 

The Sha’ar Hatziyun writes that although that is not the accepted halacha, if one wishes to follow the Chemed Moshe we do not protest. It would 

seem that a similar question arises in a case in which one lives alone. One who lives alone should endeavor greatly to kindle the lights at the 

preferred time as instituted originally by Chazal, for by doing so one is not dependent on household members for pirsumei nisa and can certainly 

recite the b’rachos. 
21 It would seem that this third reason would apply only in locales in which people do not have late commutes.  


