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NATHANIEL AHRENS is deputy director and fellow with the Hills Program on 
Governance at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, where he is in 
charge of development and is also active in research. He was formerly an adjunct 
fellow with the Freeman Chair in China Studies, where he focused on issues relating 
to China's trade, industrial policy, and innovation. In 2010, he was a visiting scholar at 
the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, where his research focused on 
climate, energy, and sustainable development issues in China, as well as Chinese 
national innovation policy and government procurement. He is president of the 
American Mandarin Society, and runs Golden Road Ventures Ltd., a business 

development and strategic advisory firm that provides expertise and support for projects in China. During 
ten years’ work experience in China, he served as senior product manager and director of international 
sales for Intrinsic Technology, a Shanghai-based telecommunications software provider. He founded 
Shanghai Pack Ltd., a luxury-brand packaging company based in Shanghai and Paris. Mr. Ahrens is a 
member of the National Committee on U.S.-China Relations, the Institute of Current World Affairs, the Asia 
Society, and serves as an honorary ambassador for the State of Maine. He holds an A.B. from Vassar College 
and studied at the Beijing Language and Culture University. He speaks English, French, and Mandarin 
Chinese. 

 
 
PIO LORENZO F. BATINO is the undersecretary for Legal and Legislative Affairs and 
Strategic Concerns in the Department of National Defense of the Philippines. In this 
capacity, he is responsible for three main areas: legal affairs, legislative affairs, and 
strategic concerns. For legal affairs, he supervises final reviews and proposes 
resolutions of legal matters and issues for the department and its agencies. For 
legislative affairs, he represents the Philippine Defense Department as the lead 
legislative liaison officer in congressional hearings of both Houses of the Philippine 
Congress on matters relating to national defense and security, defense and military 
personnel benefits and welfare, veterans and retirees welfare benefits, and other 

concerns pertinent to the Armed Forces of the Philippines. For strategic concerns, he attends pre-
ministerial conferences of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and heads the Philippine 
Defense Department delegation in various bilateral and multilateral conferences with allied foreign 
countries relevant to defense and security cooperation. Undersecretary Batino is likewise the senior 
representative of the Philippine Defense Department to inter-agency bodies on the peace process, human 
rights, anti-terrorism, coast watch, drug abuse and crime prevention, and public-private partnership. 
Previously, he was a managing partner at the Batino Law Offices and an adjunct professor at the Ateneo de 
Manila University. He received a Bachelor of Science in management engineering from the Ateneo de 
Manila University in 1992. He passed the 1997 Philippine Bar Examination after graduating with honors as 
Juris Doctor of the Ateneo Law School of the Ateneo de Manila University in 1997.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

REV. FR. BENIGNO P. BELTRAN, SVD, is a resident of Northern Mindanao, 
Philippines, and has spent more than 30 years working to help organize, house, 
educate, and empower a community that truly embodies living on "the margins of 
society." He is the author of numerous publications, including Hope for a Planet in 
Peril (October 2012). He is the 1988 recipient of the Manila Critics' Circle National 
Book Award for "The Christology of the Inarticulate." He has received numerous 
international awards for his work on community development projects not the 
least was recognition in 2010 as a national MDG Warrior Award at the Philippine 
Consulate in New York. The UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are a set 
of eight time-bound, concrete, and specific targets aimed at significantly reducing, 

if not decisively eradicating poverty by 2015. He received his doctorate in theology from the Gregorian 
University in Rome (1985), and was scholar-in-residence at Catholic Theological Union in Chicago (1985–
86). 

 

 
 

KURT M. CAMPBELL became the assistant secretary of state for East Asian and 
Pacific affairs in June 2009. Previously, he was the CEO and co-founder of the 
Center for a New American Security and concurrently served as the director of 
the Aspen Strategy Group and chairman of the editorial board of the Washington 
Quarterly. He was the founder of StratAsia, a strategic advisory firm, and was the 
senior vice president, director of the International Security Program, and Henry 
A. Kissinger Chair in National Security Policy at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies. He was also associate professor of public policy and 
international relations at the John F. Kennedy School of Government and 
assistant director of the Center for Science and International Affairs at Harvard 
University. Dr. Campbell has served in several capacities in government, 

including as deputy assistant secretary of defense for Asia and the Pacific, a director on the National 
Security Council Staff, deputy special counselor to the president for NAFTA in the White House, and White 
House fellow at the Department of the Treasury. For his service, he received the Department of Defense 
Medals for Distinguished Public Service and for Outstanding Public Service. He served as an officer in the 
U.S. Navy on the Joint Chiefs of Staff and in the Chief of Naval Operations Special Intelligence Unit. He is the 
co-author of Difficult Transitions: Why Presidents Fail in Foreign Policy at the Outset of Power (with Jim 
Steinberg); To Prevail: An American Strategy for the Campaign against Terrorism (with Michele Flournoy); 
Hard Power: The New Politics of National Security (with Michael O’Hanlon); and The Power of Balance: 
America in Asia (with Nirav Patel). He is the editor of Climatic Cataclysm: The Foreign Policy and National 
Security Implications of Climate Change, and The Nuclear Tipping Point: Why States Reconsider Their 
Nuclear Choices (with Robert Einhorn and Mitchell Reiss). He received his B.A. from the University of 
California, San Diego, a certificate in music and political philosophy from the University of Erevan in Soviet 
Armenia, and his doctorate in international relations from Brasenose College at Oxford University where he 
was a Distinguished Marshall Scholar. 
 

 
 
JOSE EDGARDO CAMPOS is governance adviser for Bangladesh at the World 
Bank. Prior to this appointment, he was the lead public sector specialist and 
coordinator of the World Bank's Governance and Anticorruption Thematic 
Group. During a leave of absence from the World Bank (1998–2002), he worked 
at the Asian Development Bank as a senior economist, providing advice and 
guidance on governance-related activities and programs. He also spent two 
years as senior strategy adviser for public sector reforms at the Department of 
Budget and Management (Government of the Philippines), where he assisted in 
developing and implementing a strategy to support efforts to reform 



government procurement processes. Prior to his leave of absence, Dr. Campos worked on political 
economy, institutional reform, and governance issues in the World Bank’s Policy Research Department. 
Prior to joining the World Bank, he was assistant professor of public policy and management at the 
Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania. He has co-authored four books and numerous papers on 
issues pertaining to political economy, governance, and corruption. As co-author of The Key to the Asian 
Miracle: Making Shared Growth Credible (Brookings Institution Press), he received the 1997 Charles Levine 
Prize (best book on comparative politics) from the Governance Committee of the International Political 
Science Association. His most recent project is an edited volume on combating corruption at the 
operational level entitled The Many Faces of Corruption (World Bank, forthcoming). Dr. Campos received 
an M.S. in agricultural and applied economics at the University of Minnesota, and a Ph.D. in social sciences 
at the California Institute of Technology. 

 

 

BERNADITA CHURCHILL was a longstanding faculty member of the Department 
of History at the University of the Philippines with appointments as professor of 
history and chair. She has held appointments as professorial lecturer at De La 
Salle University and the University of Santo Tomas. She currently serves as 
president of the Philippine National Historical Society, the Philippine Studies 
Association, and the Manila Studies Association. She is chair of the International 
Philippine Studies Council and co-convener of the Ninth International 
Conference on the Philippines (Michigan State University, 2012). She has 
received numerous honors, including an outstanding book award as co-author of 
The Philippines Senate (Philippine National Academy of Science and Technology, 

1997); and the Centennial Award in recognition of her distinct contribution to women’s visibility in history 
and nation-building (Philippine National Centennial Commission, 1999). Her publications focus on the 
Philippine colonial periods (Spanish and American), Philippine historiography, and Philippines-China 
relations. Dr. Churchill received a B.A. in history (magna cum laude) from the University of the Philippines, 
an M.A. in Southeast Asian history for Cornell University, and a Ph.D. in Southeast Asian history from the 
Australian National University. 

 

 
 

H.E. JOSE L. CUISIA, JR. is the ambassador of the Republic of the Philippines to the 
United States. He was nominated by President Benigno S. Aquino III to the position on 
November 30, 2010 and confirmed by the Commission on Appointments on February 
9, 2011. Prior to his appointment as ambassador, he was the commissioner 
(representing the Employer’s Group) of the Social Security System (SSS) from 
September to December 2010. He was the Central Bank governor and chairman of the 
Monetary Board and concurrently chairman of the Philippine Deposit Insurance 
Corporation Board (1990–93). He was president and CEO/administrator of the SSS and 

director of the Philippine National Bank. Ambassador Cuisia’s expertise in banking and insurance is backed 
up by his years of service in several financial institutions such as the Philippine American Life & General 
Insurance Company, American International Group, Far East Bank & Trust Company, Insular Bank of Asia 
and America and Union Bank of the Philippines. He served on numerous boards of the Philippines’ leading 
companies, including SM Prime Holdings, Phinma Corporation, Manila Water Company and Holcim 
Philippines. He is a recipient of numerous awards, including the Ten Outstanding Young Men Award for 
Domestic Banking, the Distinguished La Sallian Award, the Management Association of the Philippines’ 
Management Man of the Year (2007), the Joseph Wharton Award for Lifetime Achievement, the Manuel L. 
Quezon Award for Exemplary Governance and the Raul Locsin CEO of the Year Award (2004). He received a 
Bachelor of Arts in social science and a Bachelor of Science in commerce (magna cum laude) from De La 
Salle University in 1967. As a University Scholar, he received a master’s degree in business administration 
and finance from the Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania in 1970. 
 



 

 
 
FRANK JENISTA grew up in the Philippines as the son of missionary parents and 
earned his Ph.D. from the University of Michigan in the field of Philippine History. He 
has focused his Philippine research on issues of governance in a personalized 
society, is the author of a history of the first American governors on the 
Cordillera, published articles on the Philippines and Fil-Am relations in professional 
journals and has done research and writing for the U.S. government. Dr. Jenista 
served for 25 years as an American diplomat, with assignments in Asia, South 
America and twice back “home” in the Philippines.   He chose early retirement in 

order to return to his alma mater, Cedarville University, as Professor of International Studies. He continues 
to follow Philippine developments closely, visits frequently and since his official retirement has fulfilled 

several short-term assignments at the U.S. embassy in Manila.  

 
 

JOHN F. MAISTO, ambassador (ret.) is a 33-year former career member of the U.S. 
Foreign Service. He was ambassador to Venezuela (1997–2000), Nicaragua (1993–96), 
and the Organization of American States (2003–06). He was senior director for the 
Western Hemisphere at the National Security Council and, concurrently, special 
assistant to the president (2001–03). He was foreign policy adviser at the U.S. Southern 
Command, deputy assistant secretary of state for Central America, and he served in 
Argentina, Bolivia, Costa Rica, Panama, and the Philippines. His Philippine service was in 
Manila as political officer (1978–82), and at the State Department as deputy director 

and then director of Philippine affairs, 1982–86, during the People Power transition to democracy. He is 
currently a director of the Miami-based U.S. Education Finance Group and of the Washington-based 
International Student Exchange Program.  He is a consultant on global affairs at Arizona State University. A 
graduate of Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service, he has a master’s degree in Latin American 
history from San Carlos University, Guatemala.  

 

 
 
JOHN D. NEGROPONTE joined McLarty Associates as vice chairman in 2009, 
following a distinguished career in diplomacy and national security. Ambassador 
Negroponte held government positions abroad and in Washington between 1960 
and 1997 and again from 2001 to 2008. He has been ambassador to Honduras, 
Mexico, the Philippines, the United Nations, and Iraq. In Washington he served 
twice on the National Security Council staff, first as director for Vietnam in the 
Nixon administration and then as deputy national security advisor under President 
Reagan. He has held a cabinet level position as the first director of national 
intelligence under President George W. Bush. His most recent position in 

government was as deputy secretary of state, where he served as the State Department’s chief operating 
officer. While in the private sector from 1997 to 2001, Ambassador Negroponte was executive vice 
president of the McGraw-Hill Companies, with responsibility for overseeing the company’s international 
activities. During those years he was also chairman of the French-American Foundation. In 2009 
Ambassador Negroponte began a part-time position at his alma mater, Yale University, as a distinguished 
senior research fellow in grand strategy and as a lecturer in international affairs. Ambassador Negroponte 
serves as chairman of the Council of the Americas/Americas Society and as a trustee of Asia Society. He is 
also co-chairman of the U.S.-Philippines Society and a member of Secretary of State Clinton's Foreign Affairs 
Policy Board. Ambassador Negroponte has received numerous awards in recognition of his more than four 
decades of public service, including the State Department’s Distinguished Service Medal on two separate 
occasions, the highest award which can be conferred by the secretary of state, and on January 16, 2009, 
President Bush awarded Ambassador Negroponte the National Security Medal for his outstanding 
contributions to U.S. national security.  



 
 

 
 

 

JOHN V. C. NYE holds the Fredéric Bastiat Chair in Political Economy and is 
professor of economics at George Mason University. He serves as a research 
director at the National Research University’s Higher School of Economics in 
Moscow and as executive director of the Angara Centre for Law and Economics in 
Manila. He is a specialist in economic history and the new institutional economics. 
Prior to his appointment at George Mason University, he was a professor for over 
two decades at Washington University in St. Louis and was a founding member of 
the International Society for the New Institutional Economics. He has conducted 
research on various topics from Anglo-French trade war and the rise of the British 
fiscal state, to the Soviet collusion in championship chess, demography and 

cultural norms in Asia, and problems of reform in developing nations. He has been a consultant to the 
World Bank, the Asian Development Bank, and other national and multinational organizations. His 
publications include War, Wine, and Taxes: The Political Economy of Anglo-French Trade 1689-1900 
(Princeton, 2007) and Frontiers in the New Institutional Economics (John Drobak, co-editor, Academic Press, 
1997). He received a B.S. in physics from the California Institute of Technology and an M.A. and Ph. D. in 
economics from Northwestern University. 
 

 
 

MARVIN C. OTT is professorial lecturer and visiting scholar in Southeast Asia 
Studies at the Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies, lecturer in 
East Asian Studies at the Johns Hopkins University, and public policy scholar at the 
Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars. He was professor of national 
security policy at the National War College and faculty fellow at the Institute for 
National and Strategic Studies (National Defense University). He has held positions 
as associate professor at Mount Holyoke College, senior manager at the 
Congressional Office of Technology Assessment, adjunct professor at American 
University, senior East Asia analyst at the Central Intelligence Agency, consultant 

on Japan to the National Academy of Sciences, chairperson for Southeast Asia at the Foreign Service 
Institute (U.S. Department of State), senior associate at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 
and more recently as deputy staff director of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence. He served in 
Vietnam as deputy province representative in Darlac during the war. He has authored more than 100 
chapters, articles, and monographs on primarily East Asian, intelligence, and technology assessment 
topics. He has been a regular commentator on Business Asia (CNN), and, most recently, a commentator on 
National Public Radio and Radio Free Asia. He writes a biweekly foreign policy column for The Ellsworth 
American (Maine) and regularly lectures at the Foreign Service Institute and the Marine Corps University. 
He received the Meritorious Civilian Service and Meritorious Joint Unit Service awards from the U.S. 
Department of Defense. He attended Chung Chi College, Hong Kong, and received an M.A. and Ph.D. from 
SAIS. 

 
 

STEVEN ROOD is The Asia Foundation’s country representative for the 
Philippines and Pacific Island Nations. In his concurrent role as regional advisor 
for Local Governance, Dr. Rood assists in building local government, 
decentralization, and municipal government programs throughout the region. 
He is an expert on local governance, decentralization, and public opinion 
polling. He has served as a consultant to government and NGOs, visiting senior 
professor in Southeast Asia Studies at the Johns Hopkins University’s Paul H. 
Nitze School of Advanced International Studies, and as professor of political 



science at the University of the Philippines College Baguio from 1981 until joining The Asia Foundation in 
1999. He was the only foreign faculty member with tenure in the University of the Philippines system. Dr. 
Rood is the author of a number of works on Filipino politics, including his most recent publications “Forging 
Sustainable Peace in Mindanao: The Role of Civil Society” (East-West Center Washington, 2005); "Elections 
as Complicated and Important Events in the Philippines," in How Asia Votes (John Fuh-Sheng Hsieh and 
David Newman, eds, New York: Seven Bridges Press, 2002); "An Exploratory Study of Graft and Corruption 
in the Philippines" (with Linda Luz B. Guerrero) in The PSSC Social Science Information (1999); 
"Decentralization, Democracy, and Development" in The Philippines at the Crossroads (David G. 
Timberman, ed., Asia Society, 1998); "NGOs and Indigenous Peoples" in Organizing for Democracy: NGOs, 
Civil Society, and the Philippine State (G. Sidney Silliman and Lela G. Nobel, eds., Honolulu: University of 
Hawaii Press, 1998). He received a B.A. in political science from the University of Washington, and an M.A. 
and Ph.D. in political science from Boston University. 

 

 
 
ROMULO (BOBBY) M. TUAZON is the Director for Policy Studies at the Center for 

People Empowerment in Governance (CenPEG) and former chair of the Political 

Science program, University of the Philippines (Manila campus). He has co-

authored and edited 9 books on political parties and electoral reform, foreign 

policy and global security, governance and corruption, media and human rights. 

And is an esteemed political analyst and resource person for the Philippines 

Congress, local and international media; local and international conferences. Prof. 

Tuazon was a past Editor-in-Chief of various alternative news agencies and 

publications; and of two national broadsheets and  he has written and published 

about 350 papers and studies, including political analyses and policy issues for the past 20 years. 

 
 
WILLIAM M. WISE is associate practitioner-in-residence and associate director 
of Southeast Asia Studies at the Johns Hopkins University’s Paul H. Nitze School 
of Advanced International Studies. He was deputy national security advisor to 
the vice president (1992–97); chief of policy at the U.S. Pacific Command in 
Honolulu (1989–92); and deputy director for Policy Planning, East Asia & Pacific 
Region, Office of the Secretary of Defense in the Pentagon (1983–89). From 
1967 to 1983 he held various positions in the U.S. intelligence community. He 
served as an intelligence officer in Vietnam (1969–70) and subsequently as a 
Vietnam intelligence analyst. He spent more than 30 years in military service, 
retiring from the U.S. Air Force as a colonel. Mr. Wise served as an advisor to 

three government commissions: the U.S. Commission on National Security/21st Century (Hart-Rudman 
Commission), the National Commission on Terrorism, and the Deutch Commission on combating the 
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. He was a public policy scholar at the Woodrow Wilson 
International Center for Scholars (2000). He is the author of Indonesia’s War on Terror (United States-
Indonesia Society, 2005). He is a graduate of Amherst College and received a M.A. from the University of 
Hawaii.  
 


