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As many of you know The Greenville Literacy Association was recently audited by The SC Depart-

ment of Education.  During that time auditors were present in all centers where they observed 

classes and tutors in action.  We are pleased to report how impressed they were with the high 

quality of instruction that they saw.  As we celebrate volunteer month we thank all of you, our 

wonderful volunteers, for your dedication to our students and the difference you are making in so 

many lives.   

We thank all the tutors who attended the  

in – service on April 7th and helped to make 

it such a success.  We enjoyed a great 

breakfast and then tutors attended a  

variety of sessions based on what they are 

teaching.  Perhaps one of the most  

enjoyable parts for many tutors was being 

able to talk to and get to know each  

other better. 



 

Greer Learning Center - The Greer Learn-

ing Center would like to highlight Adult Basic Education 

tutor, Andreas Knibbe.  In 2009, Andreas began at the 

center as a science tutor.  Over the years, he has shifted 

more towards math classes, teaching algebra, geometry 

and GED math.  Andreas is energetic and supportive, both 

qualities that his students greatly appre-

ciate.  Every week, he works with each of 

them to make sure they're getting the 

most out of his lessons, no matter the 

class size. The staff love his flexibility 

and his willingness to help in any way 

needed.  Andreas has been a tremendous 

asset to Greer  and we hope  that he will 

continue  for years to come.   

Downtown ESL - We congratulate Dr. Gerry 

Poster, a veteran tutor, Tutor Hall of Fame inductee, and 

creator of the Syllabox on his most recent award.  Gerry   

received an award from Hispanic Alliance - an organization 

which partners with Greenville Litera-

cy Association to enrich the quality of 

life in our community by coordinating 

initiatives and building collaborations 

among service providers, the Hispanic 

members of our community, and the 

community at large.  He was honored 

by Hispanic Alliance at the La Fiesta 

Gala for his volunteer efforts with 

the international community. Congratulations Gerry! 

Smith Learning Center 
Jean Fontaine has been an educator 

all her life. After college, she served 

in the Peace Corps teaching elemen-

tary and environmental education, 

and ESL, and parenting classes.  Af-

ter retiring and moving to Greenville, 

she wanted to continue helping oth-

ers.  She came to Smith and started 

a low level ESL conversation class 

which has become very popular. Although Jean speaks Span-

ish, she seldom uses it in class and encourages her students 

to speak only English. Her students appreciate the way she 

integrates a variety of teaching  techniques into her clas-

ses, including pronunciation, vocabulary words, and sentence 

patterns.  She also uses conversation chants, an exercise 

that generates much enthusiasm among her students.  She 

thoroughly enjoys the in-service training that GLA offers 

and says that she picks up a lot of good ideas from the ses-

sions.  Jean has a great passion for teaching, loves her 

students, and truly appreciates their intense desire and 

willingness to learn English.  

 

Golden Strip Learning Center - Bonnie 
Anderson just joined the Golden Strip Learning Center 

this past semester. She jumped in right away to take over 

a Basic Reading class.  Bonnie brings knowledge and skills 

from her technology background and is able to use prome-

thean board software with her computer and projector to 

create interactive activities for the stu-

dents.  She will also be sharing and pre-

senting this information at the Spring 

Tutor In-service.  Bonnie is a delight 

with the students and is always more 

than willing to accommodate the needs of 

the center.  She will be teaching a sci-

ence class in the new spring semester 

and we know her students will love her. Thank you Bonnie 

for all of your hard work. 

 

Tutor Highlights Tutor Highlights Tutor Highlights      

Downtown ABE - Katherine Latham is a recent 

Furman graduate.  She is an ABE tutor and is the creator of 

the My Voice My Story storytelling class taught as a collab-

oration between GLA reading students, Furman University 

Theatre students, and The Warehouse Theatre.   A fellow 

volunteer planted a seed in Katherine's  mind  when  she 

mentioned how meaningful it had been to watch her student 

transition from learning how to read to reading in order to 

learn.   Katherine began thinking about how reading opens  

doors,  so she created a class that taught students  how to 

tell their stories in live theatre.   Katherine knows first- 

hand from her work with the Goodman Theatre in Chicago 

how art can build community and be a 

force for social change.  If you were  

in the audience on the night of the 

GLA students' performance on the 

Warehouse Theatre stage, you wit-

nessed powerful, emotional storytell-

ers who showed strength, courage, 

and boldness  as they told their per-

sonal stories of survival and perse-

verance .  The audience was deeply 

moved . Katherine, we wish you well 

as you move onto the next stage in 

your life  and thank you for your 

wonderful contribution to your students ‘ education. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/HispanicAllianceSC
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A tutor tip from Katherine 

at the Downtown Center: 
Don’t be intimidated by the silence that 

fills the room after you ask a question.  

Sometimes a lack of response means 

that the question was confusing and 

may need to be rephrased, but sometimes the silence 

is the sound of thoughts forming. ……. one from 

Eleanor at The Golden Strip Center: 
Here is a great free website where you can print out 

Bingo games to reinforce vocabulary you have taught.  

The game printed out beautifully and the students 

had a great time with it. 
http://www.docstoc.com/docs/22077658/Short-Vowel-

Bingo ……..and another from Eleanor.. 
Although this is a pay site  ($16 for 

three months)  it is really excellent with 

well organized, good quality exercises, 

lesson plans and worksheets, all of which 

can be printed out.   

www.ESL-library.com    

From GSLC…… Higher level ESL students often 

get mixed up with sentence word order.  One of the 

easiest ways to teach it is to use the “who, what, 

where, when and why” format.  For example: (who) 

The dog (what) growled loudly (where) in the yard 

(when) last night (why) because he saw an intruder 

hiding in the shadows. This takes a lot of practice 

before they become comfortable with it.  

We want your ideas!  

Tutor talk is a forum to exchange ideas and tips.   

Just like you, we are always looking for new and bet-

ter ways to help students.  If you have an interesting 

idea, valuable tip or a great website to share, please 

call  Harriet at 864 688-2212 or email to:  

withers@greenvilleliteracy.org   
If you change your email address, please let Michelle  

know at:  irby@greenvilleliteracy.org 

GLA Calendar   
April  

18 - Spring holiday, all GLA offices   

       closed. 

May 

3 -    ESL Workshop 9:00AM -   

        3:30PM 

26-  Memorial Day, all GLA offices closed. 

30 - End of semester.  

June 

2 - Start of new semester 

6 - Summer schedule begins.   

      All GLA centers closed on  

      Fridays.  

7 - ABE workshop 9:00AM - 3:30PM 
 

  

Think about it: Every educated person is not 

rich, but almost every educated person has a 

job and a way out of poverty. So education is a 

fundamental solution to poverty. -- Governor 

Kathleen Blanco  

We welcome new tutors 

trained   October - March 
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