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The cover for The Journey this month is a photo taken at last year’s Living 
Nativity by Patricia Jones of our  congregation.  

We appreciate the opportunity to display artwork of our talented 
members.  

Message from the Communication Team 

By Diane Hall 
 

December, a time to celebrate the birth of Jesus and give thanks for all the 

Blessings that have touched our lives and the lives of those we love and care 

about.  
 

Between the covers of The Journey are many interesting articles, events, 

and requests for your services.  
 

With all the activities this month, make sure you also check the calendar on 

our website for the most current dates and times.  
 

Last month I made a statement that I hoped you were reading The Journey, 

since I hadn’t heard from you. This month I want to say ‘Thank you” for all 

the nice compliments. It is important for us to produce a publication for you 

to read and share with others.   
 

Our deadline for your articles, notices, events, changes, etc. is the 14th of 

each month. If you can send them in Microsoft Word format, or  type 

them in your email, we would appreciate it.  Send your items and pictures to 

Diane Hall at dhall2117@gmail.com.  If you have something you want to 

submit, but might miss the deadline by a day or two, please call me at 813-

633-2141. 
 

If you like to write, The Communication Team could sure use you!   
 

As always, we hope you enjoy The Journey this month.  The 

Communication Team would like to wish all of you a wonderful month and 

a very Merry Christmas 
 

God Bless Us All, 

Communication Team  
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Welcome 
    Message from 

         Pastor Charlie 
 

Dear Church Family, 
 

We have just experienced the season of 

Thanksgiving and November was truly an exciting 

month. We remembered our Saints, recognized our 

Veterans, had a glorious Prayer and Visioning 

Retreat and received over 80 persons into the 

membership of our church family.   
 

Now, Advent and the Christmas Season are upon us. 

This is truly the most beautiful and wonderful time 

of the year. We all look forward to this season with 

great expectation. Advent is a time to prepare to 

once again receive the most precious gift ever given 

to humankind, the gift of God’s Own Son, Jesus.  I 

look forward to the special services, the music and 

carols of Christmas and the excitement and smiles 

on the faces of our children.  
 

To help us spiritually prepare for Christmas, I will 

be offering a Pastor’s Advent Bible Study every  
 

 

Tuesday during Advent at 11:00 a.m. and again at 

7:00 p.m. The study will be the same at both times.  

The study is called The Journey and is based on 

Adam Hamilton’s book by that title.  Books are 

available in the bookstore, although, they are not 

necessary. You may register for this class by 

contacting the church office 
 

My family and I look forward to our first Advent 

and Christmas with you! May God’s Peace, Joy, 

Hope and Love surround us as we again make our 

journey to the manger in Bethlehem and behold the 

Christ Child.    

 

  In Anticipation, 

  Pastor Charlie 

 

Advent Bible Study 

With Pastor Charlie 
 

Journey To Bethlehem, an Advent Bible Study with Pastor 

Charlie to celebrate the coming of Christ. The same class 

will be given at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. for five weeks 

beginning on Tuesday, November 25th in the LEC.  

Please call the church office at 813-634-2539 to reserve 

your place. 
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   Ministries

CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
Memory Bank Accounts By Nell Taze, Coordinator Facility Bound Visitation 

     As we approach the Christmas season, we check our 

bank accounts to see how much money we can spend on 

the grandchildren.  At Congregational Care Ministry, we 

help those we visit look into their Memory Banks and 

find them filled with thoughts of seeing their children 

grow, spoiling the grandchildren and volunteering at their 

church. 

     When we visit we take gifts for them to enjoy; 

however, one of the most important gifts is helping them 

to remember active happy times in their lives and to share 

them with us.  We look at pictures and comment on their 

family.  We say things to “jog their memory,” instead of 

asking questions. 

     Two of our volunteers asked one of the members they 

visit to share their holiday memories with us.  Joan 

Barringer provides Marjorie Wood’s Thanksgiving 

memories. 

     “Marjorie Wood, a resident at Sun Towers, is always a 

delightful friend with whom to visit.  In a recent recall of 

wonderful childhood memories (all of which were held at 

grandmother’s, home) Thanksgiving stands out. As there 

were over 20 family members for such gatherings, the 

large basement with two fruit cellars, a workroom,  a 

bathroom and double storage areas served well for these 

delightful family get-togethers. Marjorie’s aunt and uncle 

lived upstairs. They prepared the turkey and two other 

families in the residence brought dishes (all of the 

vegetables and fruits freshly grown in their gardens, such 

as green beans, peas and beets which had  

 

 

 

 

been canned in Ball canning jars; the process you may 

recall from your “days of the past.” 

     The extended family in the same town, of course was 

included in fun activities, even the little ones who would 

bat the ball, or run bases, during these special days of 

relaxation and time together.  What great memories!” 

 

Vickie Sexton visits at Sun Terrace.  She shared a visit 

with Harold Hileman, a home bound member:      Harold 

talked about Christmas in his childhood.  He loved to see 

snow on Christmas Day.  He sang in the children’s choir 

at church.  His grandparents always came to visit on 

Christmas Day.  He loved helping decorate the Christmas 

tree with his brother and sister. 

 

 

      

 

 

 

Let’s remember that when we talk with seniors who are 

experiencing some form of dementia, we do not talk as if 

they are senile.  They are just spending their saved 

memories to get mentally dressed up in their finest outfits 

and go out in their new car to enjoy a service at their 

church or to spend a special occasion with family.  Share 

with them as you deposit memories to your own memory 

bank. 

     If you know anyone who can no longer come to 

church, please let us know so we can add them to our 

visitation list.  Also, if you would like to be involved in 

this important ministry, please contact Doug and Elaine 

Moore at 634-4550 or daeamoore@gmail.com.  

Harold Hileman with Vickie 

Sexton’s dog, Bambi. 

Marjorie Wood recalls 

Thanksgiving 

mailto:daeamoore@gmail.com
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Fellowship 

A Christmas Break 
By Kathy Straub 

Welcome to the holidays! We are so blessed with 
all of the activities and festive events that we enjoy 
in our church throughout December. However, the 
Fellowship Team would like to let everyone know 
that there will not be a monthly church dinner in 
December.  We wish all of you a wonderful and 
blessed Christmas and hope that you will join us 
for our fabulous dinner in January.  It will get your 
new year off to a great start!  Merry Christmas and 
God bless one and all. 

A Special Thanks 

As 2014 winds down, Bev Maginn and Marcia Gue, 
co-coaches of the Fellowship Team, would like to 
take this opportunity to thank the members of this 
great group for all of their dedication and hard 
work throughout the past year.  Our dinners have 
gotten better and better and that is because we 
have such wonderful people who are willing to lend 
a hand in this rewarding endeavor.  We also 
welcome new members who would enjoy an 
opportunity to serve their church family and 
become a part of an exciting ministry.  Everyone at 
UMCSCC appreciates what these wonderful men 
and women do for our congregation throughout the 
year.  Thanks to our awesome Fellowship Team! 

 

FREE tickets are available 

December 1st on the patio                               

and in the church office 

Experience the blessed night                              

of the birth of Christ 

The United 
Methodist Church 

Invites you to celebrate Christmas 

 

South Shore Symphony Orchestra  Holiday 
Concert 

Wednesday, December 10th 7PM 
 

Love Came Down At Christmas 
A Choral Cantata 

Sunday, December 14th 
9AM and 11AM Worship Services 

 
Eastern Hillsborough Community 

Band Concert 
Thursday, December 18th 7PM 

 
Christmas with the Celts 
Featuring Marcille Wallis 

Friday, December 19th, 6:30PM 
 

Candlelight 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Wednesday, December 24th 

4PM Contemporary 
6PM & 8PM Traditional 

11PM Communion 
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH CALENDAR FOR 2015 

 

The opportunities for Spiritual Growth are many and varied for the coming year.  In addition to bible studies, there is 

music, Beth Moore live at the USF Sun Dome, and an overnight retreat for women.  And, of course, we’ll manage to 

squeeze in a fun night for both the men and the women.  Highlight your calendars now for the programs that interest you! 

JANUARY 

Bible Study (All): Human Trafficking in Our Backyard - A Christian Perspective on Human Trafficking in the 

United States.     

10 Weeks Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. 1/15 – 3/19 Facilitator:  Barbara Kanoza 

Bible Study (All) The Daniel Plan - A healthy lifestyle program founded on biblical principles and focused on The 

Essentials: Faith, Food, Fitness, Focus and Friends. 

6 Weeks  Wednesdays at 10 a.m. 1/7 – 2/10 Facilitator:  Hala Saab 

Estranged Adult Children - ½ Day Program, Including Lunch 

Tentative date:  Saturday, 3/14.   Facilitator:  Dr. Heather B. Newman-Trivus, MSW, LCSW, ACSW, BCD 

FEBRUARY 

Your Life, Your Faith, Ladies Cruise Event – 2/2-7, leaving from Fort Lauderdale aboard The Celebrity Constellation – 

bible studies, workshops, worship and fun – a spiritually encouraging, faith-building cruise. Tour Host:  Barbara Kanoza 

Winter Gospel Music Convention -Bradenton Convention Center, Palmetto – during the week of 2/2-7 One day - will be 

picked for us to go as a group. 

Bible Study (All):    Christianity’s Family Tree, Adam Hamilton - Due to the popular ity of the program, it is being 

offered again during the day.   

8 Weeks Tuesdays at 10 a.m.  2/3 – 3/24 Facilitator:  Letha Jones 

APRIL 

Bible Study (Ladies): Discerning the Voice of God, How to Recognize When God Speaks , Priscilla Shirer - Learn 

to recognize God’s character, language, and tone of voice as you spend time in His Word and understand the role of the 

Holy Spirit. 

7 Weeks Wednesdays at 10 a.m. 4/1 – 5/13 Facilitator:  Letha Jones 

Bible Study (Ladies): Wonderstruck: Awaken to the Nearness of God, Margaret Feinberg - Do you ever  feel like 

you’re going through the motions of faith?  Sometimes we do and say the right things, but our hearts are far from God.  We 

lose our sense of awe.  This study will help you recognize the presence of God in the midst of your routine and discover joy 

in knowing you’re wildly loved.   

7 Weeks  Mondays at 6:30 p.m. 4/7 – 5/19 Facilitator:  Barbara Kanoza 

JUNE 

Beth Moore – Living Proof Live – USF Sun Dome June 12-13 (Friday evening and Saturday) 

SEPTEMBER 

Bible Study (Ladies): The Family of Jesus, Karen Kingsbury -  Take a closer look at the lives of Joseph, the protective step-
father, Zechariah, the knowing uncle, John the Baptist, the chosen cousin, Elizabeth, the faithful aunt, James, the doubting brother, 
and Mary, the loving mother.       - continued on page 7 - 
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6 Weeks Mondays, 6:30p  8/31 – 10/5 AND Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. 9/2 – 10/7 

Facilitator:  Barbara Kanoza 

OCTOBER 

Church wide six-week study TBD  – Beginning the week of 10/11 and ending the week of 11/15 

NOVEMBER 

Opportunity for women to attend A Sabbath Retreat (two days, one night) at the Leesburg Retreat Center.  The dates have not been 
confirmed by Leesburg as of this writing.   

   

In the planning stages: Cookie Exchange, Ladies Social Night, Men’s Social Night, and Book Club for Women. 

The Men’s Study Group will continue to meet on Monday nights and study topics will be posted as they are decided. 

If you have any questions or suggestions for other studies or programs, please contact Barbara Kanoza, blkanoza@tampabay.rr.com or 
813-298-7209. 

PRAYER WALK 
By Barbara Kanoza 

Cindy Davis, leader of the Thursday morning Word and 

Prayer Group, suggested that we make use of our beautiful 

Meditation Walk with a Prayer Walk.  A small group met 

one morning to do just that.  Cindy led the Walk with 

instructions for us to spend just ten minutes slowly going 

down the Meditation Walk and really looking at what’s 

there, then finding a bible verse that fit what we saw and 

felt.   

After, we met together and talked about our findings.  

Perhaps not surprising, the theme for all of us was Love 

and Growth.   There was love in that area starting with the 

planning of the walk, to the painting of the pavers, to the 

assembly of the walk and continuing now with the upkeep.  

Growth is all around in the plantings.  As we talked, we all 

recognized a growing sense of peace when we actually 

took the time to really look around and use the Meditation 

Walk for the reason it was established – to reflect and 

pray.  We each had reasons to keep the Prayer Walk short, 

so 

we had decided on 20 minutes.  Much to our surprise, 50 

minutes had passed without our noticing it and without 

wanting to move on to the next thing on our schedule!   

We walked, we paid attention to what was around us, we 

reflected, we shared and we prayed – and we left feeling 

peaceful and closer to God.  What more could you want 

from 50 minutes of your day? 

The Word and Prayer Group 
By Cindy Davis 

  The Word and Prayer group meets on Thursday 
mornings in room 11, from 9-9:30 a.m., for time in 
God's Word and Prayer. 

We begin with a reading from the 
Bible, and discuss what God 
reveals to us through that passage. 
Next we pray for our Church and 

its staff and ministries. We find this 

time of gathering together to be 

inspiring! Every 4-6 weeks, we 

have a Fellowship, with refreshments and sharing 

about how God is working in our lives. We exchange 

prayer partners, and pray for each other during the 

week. God lifts our hearts as we return to our daily 

lives.  Please join us for an uplifting time of worship. 

Cindy Davis (813) 833-3585. 

Scripture of the Month from the    

Ministry Executive Team 

mailto:blkanoza@tampabay.rr.com
tel:%28813%29%20833-3585
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Health 

2015 Calendar 

January  

FIVE WISHES - Thursday, January 22nd at 10:00 

a.m. in the LEC 

February 

Bring Your Sweetheart to Lunch - Thursday, February 

12th at noon in the LEC 

March 

Life Line Screening - Wednesday, March 18th from    

9-5:00 p.m. by appointment, in the LEC 

April 

St. Joseph Hospital South—Thursday, April 16th at 

10:00 a.m. in the LEC 

Five Wishes 
By Diane Hall 

 

Back by popular demand is a 

special program by the Health 

Ministry called FIVE WISHES. 

It will be given on Thursday, 

January 22nd at 10:00 a.m. in 

the LEC. 

 

What is Five Wishes? Five Wishes is the fir st living 

will that talks about your personal, emotional and 

spiritual needs as well as your medical wishes. Five 

Wishes focuses on maintaining your human dignity 

and getting your needs met. It was written with the 

help of The American Bar Association’s Commission 

of Law and Aging, and the nation's leading experts in 

end-of-life care. It is so easy to use. All you have to do 

is check a box, circle a direction, or write a few 

sentences. 
 

How Five Wishes Can Help You and Your Family! 

Who Should Use Five Wishes?   

Save the date and come join us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Bev            Doris 

 Ellen      Melva       Alene   Helen   Marge  Vi   Sue 

Santa’s 

  Elves 

Richard  Marge Carol  Alene    Helen       Vi 

Pages of Life Book Store 

- and Gift Shop 813-633-8595 - 

  

Mon., Wed., Fri.  9:30 a.m. -  4:00 p.m. 

Sunday  9:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

Christmas Poinsettias 
Order your Christmas Poinsettias now! 

Dedicate one of these beautiful, high-

quality plants in honor or memory of a 

loved one for 

only $9.00. 

Order forms are 

available at the 

church office 

and on the patio 

between services.  Your flowers may be 

picked up following the Christmas 

Service that you attend. 
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Visual Art Team 

 

This month the Visual Arts Wall is all 

about our children and youth. 

 

Kids Klub will exhibit  

Scenes of Christmas 

 

UTC Youth will exhibit  

Painting the Christ in Christmas 

December Mission of the Month  

Salvation Army 
By Karen Ransbury 

  

For the past several years The United Methodist Church of Sun City 

Center has been one of the top contributors to the Salvation Army Tampa 

Command’s programs.  We have made monetary contributions, filled 

hundreds (or is it thousands??) of Christmas stockings for needy children, 

and bell-ringing volunteers. In addition, church attendees contribute 

monies through our Mission of the Month and Red Kettle programs. 

Our church volunteer, Karen Ransbury, and her committee will be signing 

up bell ringers before and after church services each Sunday on the patio. 

The kettle, located at our local Publix super market, will be manned Monday through Saturday, 10:00 a.m. 

until 6:00 p.m.  If you need a chair, please bring one (do not block the store’s doors) and take it with you 

after your shift is over. Karen will set the kettle up by 10:00 a.m. and the Tampa Command will take it 

down. 

The Salvation Army is an international human services organization founded by Methodist minister, William 

Booth, in England in the 19th century.  It spread, motivated by the love of God, to the United States and on 

to Tampa in 1893.  For more than a century, the Tampa Command has been a leading provider of human 

services to under privileged and homeless families. 

Please consider ringing the bell for a two-hour stint.  If you have questions, call Karen Ransbury at 813-642-

0867 or cell 440-781-0887. 

Worship Ministry Needs You! 

 

Greeters for the 8:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Services 

 

Ushers for the 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

Services 

 

      Interested? Please call Shirley Walker at    

813-217-1602 or notify the church office at 

813-634-2539. 
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UMCSCC Members Visit The Holy Land 

Experience in Orlando! 

By Barbara Kanoza 
 

On November 6th, 23 people excitedly boarded The 

Believer Bus for a day trip to The Holy Land 

Experience.  For many it was their first visit to the park.  

To get the trip started on the right path, Pastor Charlie 

was on hand to pray us out.   
 

The park opened at 10 a.m. and we arrived in plenty of 

time and were greeted by Pastor Alrena who handed out 

tickets and maps and talked briefly about what we could 

expect during the day.   
 

The Holy Land Experience offers recreations of many 

familiar biblical scenes, such as:  Garden of Eden, 

Noah’s Ark (a one-tenth-scale re-creation!), Garden of 

Gethsemane, Birthplace of Jesus, and Calvary’s Garden 

Tomb.  One of the most prominent scenes is the 

Jerusalem Model A.D. 66.  This is the world’s largest 

indoor model of Jerusalem with presentations 

explaining the city’s landmarks and Christ’s final days 

in Jerusalem.   
 

For an amazing journey through the history of the Bible, 

we took a 55-minute automated tour through The 

Scriptorium, the world’s largest private collection of 

authentic ancient artifacts.   
 

Some of us were able to take communion at the Last 

Supper table, presided over by Jesus himself!   

Although we did not avail ourselves of it, there was 

even opportunity to follow Jesus into the water for 

baptism. 
 

And then there is the Church of All Nations, a 2000-

seat auditorium, where live dramatic presentations are 

held throughout the day.  And none is more dramatic 

than the final one, The Passion of the Christ.  This 75 

minute program took us from Jesus’ birth to his 

Ascension, with an unbelievably realistic crucifixion 

scene. 
 

At the end of the day we headed to the gate to await 

The Believer Bus and, to our delight, Jesus came to 

say good-bye!  Of course, we took the opportunity for 

final photographs. 
 

We were tired but talkative on the ride home.  

Everyone agreed that they would go back again 

because we couldn’t see everything in one day.  

Perhaps a return trip will be scheduled in the spring.  

Until then, SHALOM! 
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WATOTO CHILDREN'S CHOIR COMING TO UMCSCC 
By Judy Maynard 

 

The Watoto Children's Choir will be performing at our 

church on Friday, January 9th, at 7:00 p.m.  Watoto is a 

holistic program started in 1994 by Marilyn and Gary 

Skinner to meet the needs of the overwhelming number 

of orphans and vulnerable women in Uganda. 

 

 The Watoto Children's Choir tour internationally to 

bring about awareness of the plight of the nearly 50 

million African children who have been orphaned as a 

result of HIV/AIDS, poverty, war, and disease. Choir 

members, accompanied by a team of adults, act as 

ambassadors, bringing to us their vision and mission 

through vibrant original African music, dance routines, 

and life-transforming stories.  The performance is truly 

uplifting and inspirational. 

 

Each of the children in the choir has suffered the loss of one or both parents.  They live in Watoto Children's 

Villages, where they receive the care and nurture they need to grow up as productive citizens of their country. 

Come and hear their story.  There is no fee for admission, but freewill offerings are welcome. 

 

UMCSCC will host a dinner for the children, and church members will provide overnight accommodations and 

breakfast in their homes.  Anyone interested in hosting two children and one adult overnight on January 9th may 

contact Judy Maynard at 813-634-8127. 

 

The Christmas Blessing 
 

 

On Friday, December 12th, our movie will be The Christmas Blessing, which is 

a follow up to The Christmas Shoes. It features Neil Patrick Harris, Rebecca 

Gayheart, Rob Lowe, and Angus T. Jones. 

 

Nathan Andrews of The Christmas Shoes has grown up and is now a medical 

resident. When the young doctor loses a patient, he begins to rethink his career 

and moves back home to be with his father. Just as Nathan is settling in, his 

world begins to crumble when the lives of the woman he loves and an innocent 

young boy are in crisis. Nathan finds himself questioning God, fate and the 

fragility of life, all the while hoping for a Christmas miracle. 

 

The LEC opens its doors at 6:00 p.m. with the smell of popcorn and coffee 

filling the air. There will also be cookies, tea and lemonade to enjoy while you 

wait for the movie to start at 6:30p.m. 

 

Although the movie is free, we appreciate donations to cover the cost of snacks. 
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View from the Pew Choir Loft 

By Kathy Straub 

I am writing a series of articles about the people that I 

consider to be the very heart and soul of our church… our 

amazing ministers and staff members. Jeff Jordan is 

certainly a man who personifies both a heart for his 

church and its people, as well as an incredible talent and 

love for music.  

 

Let me take you on an interesting journey that follows 

Jeff’s life down a fascinating and sometimes rocky path. 

We’ll start with his birthplace of Palisades Park, New 

Jersey. He quickly clarifies that it is NOT where the well-

known amusement park is located, but at the bottom of 

the hill leading up to the park. Jeff’s parents were both 

quite musical. His mother was a stay-at-home mom who 

had dreams of being an opera singer, but her family life 

dampened those dreams a bit. Jeff remembers that she 

loved Rodgers and Hammerstein, and 

he and his younger sister, Jennifer, 

grew up listening to that wonderful 

music played over and over again on 

a record player. Jeff’s dad played 

reed instruments in the Navy band 

and after leaving the service, he went 

to work as an electrical engineer in 

Newark.  Jeff started his piano-

playing career at the age of six, when 

his mom took him to a nearby church 

for piano lessons.  He studied piano 

until he was 11 but hated every 

minute. (Listening to him play now, 

that’s so hard to imagine!) Instead, he 

decided that he wanted to play sports to fit in with other 

kids, forgetting all about the piano… for a while.  

 

After high school, Jeff went to Rutgers and majored in 

Psychology. After two years though, he decided that he 

wanted a change of scenery and moved to Palm Beach, 

Florida. He gained employment as a piano/organ 

salesman at a local music store. Those piano lessons paid 

off after all! Working with pianos again rekindled Jeff’s 

relationship with music. He polished up a couple of 

classical pieces, auditioned for the Florida State music 

department, and was accepted as a Music Theory/

Composition major. With his bachelor’s degree in hand, 

he accepted an assistantship to teach at the University of 

Texas in Austin. There, he finished his master’s degree 

and began working on his doctorate. Unfortunately, his 

student funding ran out before he finished his dissertation 

and he had to find work. A Methodist Church just south 

of Austin hired him as the choir director/organist. Jeff 

explains, “This was a turning point in my spiritual life. 

That planted the seed…it was a wonderful church.” The 

part-time job wasn’t enough to keep him afloat 

financially, so he decided he needed a “real job.” He 

ended up at a small community college in Paducah, 

Kentucky. It was there that he truly blossomed as far as 

his knowledge and experience in music was concerned.  

As the only music professor, he did everything from 

voice and piano lessons to theory classes to theater 

productions…he was “the music guy” for the whole 

campus. I might also mention that it was in a History of 

Rock and Roll class that he met his future wife, Amanda.   

 

After eight good years spent fine-tuning his craft in 

Paducah, Jeff felt the need to move back to Florida. His 

mother was developing Alzheimer’s and he wanted to 

live closer to her. After stints at community colleges in 

Panama City and Enterprise, Alabama, he landed a full-

time job at a church in Punta Gorda. 

Again, a twist of fate changed Jeff’s 

direction when Hurricane Charlie hit 

in 2004. That was a tough year for 

Jeff. His mother passed away, he fell 

from a ladder, breaking his ribs, and 

the church where Jeff worked was 

destroyed in the storm. Once again 

he was searching for a church 

position. One of the churches he 

applied to was the United Methodist 

Church of Sun City Center, and we 

all know how that interview turned 

out!  

 

With just a glance, you’ll notice Jeff just can’t sit still. 

He’s like the Energizer bunny – he goes full tilt no matter 

what he is doing. As Director of Worship Arts, he 

conducts the Chancel Choir and the Praise Team, the 

hand bells and Da Men ensemble; he instituted the TGIV 

Friday night concerts and most recently has assumed the 

position of conductor for the South Shore Symphony 

Orchestra. In his spare time, he has written every episode 

of the annual Madrigal Dinner Theater, as well as the 

Holy Week Dramas with Carol Stewart. Jeff stated, “God 

put up a thousand hurdles [in my path] and everything 

seemed to go wrong.  But I’ve never been in a church that 

has been so welcoming, supportive, and has such a heart 

for ministry. I love it here.  I’m just a common guy who 

loves people first and music second.”  

 

How wonderful that God put those obstacles in Jeff’s path 

and led him right to us.       
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Welcome to All New Members 

On November 16th, we were blessed as we welcomed over 80 new members to our church family.  
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Disaster Response Team 

November saw your Disaster Response Team 

answering the needs for help from others. On 

November 6th, 15 team members answered the call for 

help from Grace United Methodist Church in Tampa. 

They needed help painting their fellowship hall, 

kitchen, and bathroom. Planning, much cleaning and 

scrubbing, and two coats of paint required a total of 

114.5 hours. Pastor Gary was in awe that we were able 

to finish the mission in one day as he thought surely it 

would take two days. This project was needed because 

the church is going to be a feeding station for 

Metropolitan Ministries starting in 2015. Costs of this 

mission trip were covered by Team funds in the 

amount of $410, with $200 of this total as a donation 

to the church, which plans to use the money to help 

replace the flooring in the entire area that was painted. 

Their congregation totals around 40 members, with 

average Sunday attendance around 20. 

On November 12th your team was off to TiAnViCa 

Riding Academy on the east side of Bartow. We had 

received notification from the Florida Conference that 

help was needed at the academy. TiAnViCa has 16 

horses that have been donated or have come to them 

because of abuse. These horses are used for therapy for 

children with disabilities, troubled teens, Wounded 

Warriors, and veterans. Needs at the academy included 

chain sawing, painting, power washing, weed 

whacking/trimming, mowing, moving fill dirt to horse 

pens, office help, general cleanup, and various other 

tasks. And of course, there was time for feeding apples 

and carrots to the horses.  Moving two truckloads of 

dirt required renting a Bobcat for $550. The total cost 

of this project was $1,035 (covered by the Disaster 

Team fund and the Mission Fund.)  We had 23 team 

members and friends that responded to the call for help 

at TiAnViCa. 

Although this was a very successful mission trip, we 

were not able to finish all the work that needs to be 

done at TiAnViCa, so we will return at a later date. 

How very grateful TiAnViCa owners and volunteers 

were for the many hands that contributed 265 hours, 

from planning through completion of our projects on 

this date.  

We certainly know that we would not be able to go out 

into the world and help others without the support of 

our congregation. Our sincere thanks to all of you. 

 Thank you very much, 

  Your Disaster Response Team 
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Prayer and Visioning Retreat 

A time of “Dreaming Dreams and Seeing Visions” was the call of the day as Pastor Charlie led 

all who attended in prayer and visions as we opened the day on November 15th. Eleven groups 

were asked to present their dreams and visions of  “Where Are We Going?”, and then “How Do 

We Get There?” - for the next year and in the next five years. The day was full of energy, love 

and prayer.   
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What a 

Response! 
 By Barb Smith 

 

What a generous church we 

have!  We started off with 

several hundred Christmas 

stockings to be taken home 

and filled with goodies for 

local children. Four 

hundred of those were taken 

on the first Sunday they 

were available. Many 

people asked for additional stockings, so more were 

provided and those have been taken as well. A big 

thanks to all who returned a stocking filled with lots of 

delightful items for some lucky girl or boy. Also, a big 

shout-out to the Knit-a-Square ladies who filled 

stockings with beautiful hats, scarves, mittens, gloves, 

and vests.  Our congregation will help bring joy to 

many children in South Hillsborough County. 

UMCSCC Annual Blanket Drive 

Share the Warmth 
 

Please bring donations to the Ministry Resource Room 

by Pat Hill’s office. God always knows the needs. As 

families experienced the first cold weather of the 

season, 140 blankets were delivered to three area 

elementary schools.                                                 

Thank you Mary Jane 

Kulina and Gwyn 

Gall. Please continue 

to “Share the Warmth 

of UMCSCC” and 

keep the blankets 

coming! 

"“The Parking Ministry 

 does MORE than parking!!" 

 

The parking team sprucing up the 

parking lot for the return of our winter 

friends! 
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      Classifieds / Notices 

Numbers will appear within each ad denoting the contact person 

 (1) Church Office           813-634-2539     www.umcscc.org  

 (2) Charlie Rentz            813-634-2539     charlie@sccumc.com  

 (3) Barbara Kanoza        813-298-7209     blkanoza@tampabay.rr.com           

 (4) Linda Whitt             813-633-8176     Mwhitt1@tampabay.rr.com 

 (5) Pat Hill             813-634-2539 x209   pathill@sccumc.com  

 (6) Doug Moore              813-634-4550      daemoore@gmail.com 

 (7) Bev Maginn              813-244-4110 

 (8) Marcia Gue              813-922-4767           dgue@ tampabay.rr.com 

 (9) Earl Gall              813-375-2560          urlthepearl@tampabay.rr.com      

(10) Shirley Walker          813-217-1602            RWalkerSouth@aol.com 

(10) Sue Montgomery      813-416-3756            suebee11@verizon.net  

(11) Diane Hall              813-633-2141            dhall2117@gmail.com  

(12) Elaine Moore            813-634-4550            daeamoore@gmail.com  

(13) Judy Horobec            813-982-2222      judyhorobec@gmail.com   

(14) Carlyn Laurent          813-642-9577            carlynlaurent@yahoo.com   

Invitation Still Stands …. 

Join any of the Ministries listed below:  Please 
contact Linda Whitt (4) or Pat Hill (5) for more 
information on joining one of these Teams. 

  

Ministry Executive Team – 3rd Tuesday of each 
month at 2:00p.m. , Room 19 . Contact(4) 

  

Children/Youth/Family Team - 1st Thursday of 
each month at 9:00a.m., Room 19 . Contact(14) 

  

 Congregational Care Team – last Wednesday of 
every month at 2:00p.m., LEC.  Also, on the even 
months only we have a luncheon on the 2nd Friday, 
from 12 – 1:30p.m, LEC.  Contact(12) 

  

Health Team – 2nd Tuesday of each month at 
7:15p.m., Room 12.  Contact  (13) 

  

Community Connections Team – 1st Thursday of 
the month at 1:00p.m., Room 9.  Contact (10) 

  

Fellowship Team – 1st Tuesday of each month at 
1:00p.m., Room 11. Contact (7,8) 

  

Spiritual Growth Team – 1st Monday of  each 
month at 11:00a..m., Room 11. Contact (3) 

  

 Worship Team & The Arts – 1st Thursday of 
each month at 9:30a.m., Room 12. Contact (10) 

Timely Treasures News 
Please remember that we will not be taking donations until 

after January 6th! 

We are planning to set up a “Donation Station” at a convenient 

spot in an easy-to-locate area on campus. Watch this space in 

the January Journey for more information. Until that time, 

please keep us in mind as you gather items to be used in the 

sale on March 6th and 7th, 2015. 

Timely Treasures Team 

 

 

Annual Operating Fund (AOF) Income and Expenses through October 2014 

  

October 2014 
Actual 

October 2014 
Budgeted 

   Year-to-Date         
(7 Months)     

Actual 

Year-to-Date 
(7 Months) 
Budgeted 

Income 
$ 75,828 $ 80,659 $ 554,111 $  566,022 

Expenses 
$ 82,267 $ 86,023 $ 560,460 $ 613,701 

  
Excess (Deficit) ($  6,439) ($   5,364) ($    6,349) ($  47,679) 

http://www.sccumc.com
mailto:blkanoza@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:lwhitt@sccumc.com
mailto:pathill@sccumc.com
mailto:daemoore@gmail.com
mailto:urlthepearl@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:suebee11@verizon.net
mailto:dhall2117@gmail.com
mailto:daeamoore@gmail.com
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Events 

Bible Studies 

Men’s Monday Night Bible Study— Men’s Bible study . Beginning November 24th, we will be taking a 

break until January 2015.  

Women’s Interdenominational Bible Study—meets in the LEC every Monday morning 9:30– 11:00 a.m.  

An ongoing, in-depth Bible study, with singing, prayer requests and thanksgiving to our precious Lord!  

Sweet Christian fellowship is part of the meeting, which brings a blessing for each one of you. 

Hispanic Ministries—Each Wednesday there will be a Women’s Bible Study at 5:30 p.m. and a Family 

Bible Study at 8:00 p.m. in the LEC.  Each Monday at 7:00 p.m. prayer meetings are held at private homes 

in the area. 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast , led by Rev. Sam Rorer, meets in the LEC on the third Thursday, December  

18th, at 8:00 a.m. The cost is $7.00—please RSVP to the church office no later than Tuesday, December 

16th. 

Gifting Trees: “Share the Love of UMCSCC” 

Sanctuary Narthex and LEC Lobby 
Select an ornament with the gifting request for a child/youth on the back. Please return 

your wrapped gift to the Gifting Tree with the Ornament attached by Monday, 

December 15th. 

Introducing “Ladies Breakfast” 

By Judy Boyer 
 

All ladies and their guests are invited to a “Ladies Breakfast” at 9:00 a.m. on 

Tuesday, January 20th, in the LEC. The menu is: egg casseroles; Quiche Florentine; 

fruit cup; muffins; juice and coffee. Cost is $5.00 per person. 

  

Pat Rorer is the speaker, and she will be sharing her experiences as a protocol officer in the U.S. Air Force. 

Tickets can be purchased at the church office or on the patio between services on January 8th and 15th.   For 

more information, please call Judy Boyer at (813) 938-3187.  
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 The United Methodist Church of Sun City Center 

1210 Del Webb Blvd West, Sun City Center, FL 33573 

813-634-2539  |  www.umcscc.org  

Office Hours  Monday-Friday 8:30 AM—4:00 PM   

Pages of Life Book Store  813-633-8595 

Sunday Services 
 

        8:30 AM   Contemporary Service 
    9:30 AM    Traditional Service 
  10:00 AM   Contemporary Service 
  11:00 AM   Traditional Service 
    4:00 PM   Hispanic Service  

   Sunday School Classes  — All are Welcome 

 8:30—9:30 AM  Son Catchers meet in Room 12, facilitated by Luke and  Jeanne Lloyd.  On November 30th  we will 

begin Christmas Gifts that Won’t Break by James Moore. 

9:30—10:30 AM Good News Class meet in Room 11, facilitated by Ken Barringer.  On December 7th we will offer 

“A Basic Review of the Core History and Beliefs of our Christian Faith”. First we will study the Book of John, and then 

the Book of Acts. 

10:45—11:45 AM Agape Class meet in Room 12, facilitated by Ann McMullen.  Studying the book of Matthew. 

11:00—12:00 PM Disciples Class meet in Room 19, facilitated by Elaine Moore and Jackie Parker.  November 23-

December 21st our class is Christmas Gifts that Won’t Break by James Moore; and on December 28th a 7 to 8 week 

class will begin called Grace: More Than We Deserve, Greater Than We Imagine by Max Lucado. 

11:00—12:00 PM Oasis Class meets in Room 11, facilitated by Tom Montgomery. Studying the Pentateuch (the 

first five books of the Bible) and are currently in Genesis. 

Sunday Morning Programs for Children 

Sunday Morning Kidz (Breakfast and Bible Stories ages 4-11) - 9:30-11:15 AM in Creason Children’s Center. 

Under the Cross Youth Bible Study (grades 6-12) - 9:00-10:00 AM in Room 30. 

Under the Cross Youth Fellowship (grades 6-12) - 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM in Room 30. 

Nursery is available for all worship services. 


