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Stephen K. Morrison was appointed to the Foreign Service of the United States on December 15, 
1991 and again on January 13, 1997.  He is currently on assignment to the U.S. Export Assistance 
Center in Baltimore, Maryland where he works with the Maryland aerospace and defense 
industries and the region’s Office of Africa.  From 2007 to 2010, he was the regional Senior 
Commercial Officer at the U.S. Embassy in Dakar, Senegal where he and his three-person staff 
performed the regular trade promotion/U.S. export promotion duties of a standard U.S. Embassy 
commercial section.  In addition, he and his staff lent extensive outreach support to roughly 20 
U.S. Embassy economic sections in mostly French-speaking West and Central Africa under a 
Commerce-State Department MOU.  Mr. Morrison began his Dakar, Senegal assignment in 
August of 2007. 
 
Prior to 2007, Mr. Morrison was assigned to the U.S. Mission to the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD).  His responsibilities included the steel, 
telecommunications, computers and information, small and medium enterprise, tourism, and 
science and technology sectors.  As Commercial Advisor to the U.S. Mission, he managed 
meetings, visits, and U.S. policy positions to ensure a level playing field for American industry.  
Since arriving in Paris in January ‘02, he helped host 14 of 17 High-Level Steel Talks -- Parts 
Two and Three (capacity reduction and disciplines/subsidies [limiting government intervention]) 
of President Bush's Steel Program. 
 
After a brief assignment in Washington, D.C. to gain language training, Steve Morrison was 
assigned to the position of Commercial Attache at the U.S. Embassy in Madrid, Spain.  There he 
oversaw the daily operations of the Commercial Section of the United States Embassy and, as a 
result of reporting norms, the activities of the Commercial Section of the U.S. Consulate in 
Barcelona, Spain.  Mr. Morrison reported to the Commercial Counselor and was responsible for 
international trade specialists working in the aerospace, military, energy, environment, 
automotive, telecommunications, consumer goods, and services sectors. 
 
Prior to assuming the job of Commercial Attache, Mr. Morrison was the Director of the 
Commerce Department’s International Trade Administration offices in Southern California.  As 
such, he oversaw the activities of the largest and most productive offices in the U.S. and Foreign 
Commercial Service’s domestic field office network.  Several initiatives and activities that Mr. 
Morrison was closely associated with and/or responsible for were the successful launching of the 
U.S. Export Assistance Center in Long Beach, California;  the opening of three other small field 
offices designed to better meet the needs of U.S. exporters;  the launching of L.A. TRADE, a 
cooperative program of joint export promotion with key “multipliers” (i.e., international trade 
promotion professionals) in the Greater Los Angeles area;  and a Services Industries export 
initiative designed to address the unique and growing needs of U.S. service industry exporters. 
 
Prior to becoming District Director for the International Trade Administration in Los Angeles, 
Mr. Morrison served as the Commerce Department Branch Manager/Senior Trade Specialist at 
the Long Beach U.S. Export Assistance Center in Long Beach, California.  Prior to that, he 
worked for two years at the U.S. Trade Center in Mexico City, Mexico. 
 
From late 1986 through 1991, Mr. Morrison was a Division Director/Senior International Trade 
Programs Analyst in the Office of the Secretary of Commerce in Washington, D.C.  There he 
advised the leadership of the Department on the cost, feasibility, and resource implications of the 



Department’s many and varied international trade promotion programs including those of the 
International Trade Administration, the Bureau of Export Administration, and the now defunct 
U.S. Travel and Tourism Administration. 
 
From July 1981 to January 1984, Mr. Morrison was a Presidential Management Intern on Capitol 
Hill and in the Pentagon.  During that time, he served on the personal staff of a United States 
Senator (Sen. William Proxmire, D-WI) and in the Office of Foreign Affairs and National 
Defense Division of the Congressional Research Service, Library of Congress where he co-wrote 
two authoritative studies on national defense.  He also worked in several offices in the Pentagon 
during that time including brief assignments in the Office of International Security Policy of the 
Office of the Secretary of Defense and several other offices in the Office of the Secretary of the 
Navy. 
 
Mr. Morrison has a Master’s Degree in Public Policy from the University of Michigan, a 
Bachelor of Arts from Kalamazoo College, and he completed Ph.D. coursework at the Centre des 
Etudes Diplomatiques et Strategiques in Paris, France.  He was awarded (May 2006) a Commerce 
Department Bronze Medal and State Department Meritorious Honor (May 2009) and Superior 
Honor (May 2000) Group Awards.  He is married and has a 16 year-old son. 

 
 
          


