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Leaders’ Policy Conference FINAL PROGRAM

SATURDAY u NOVEMBER 22
11:00am – 5:00pm  REGISTRATION location: Palomino Foyer

3:00pm – 3:30pm  Welcoming Remarks location: Palomino 1 – 3
 Elizabeth Loudy, SGAC Executive Director
 Jenn Mendez, The Carpet and Rug Institute, SGAC President
 Jon Burton, Reed Elsevier Inc., LPC Chair

3:30pm – 5:00pm OPENING KEYNOTE: Donna Brazile  
  Midterm Election Wrap Up 
   location: Palomino 1 – 3

6:30pm – 9:00pm RECEPTION AND DINNER  location: Lagoon Lawn

SUNDAY  u NOVEMBER 23
8:00am – 8:30am BREAKFAST location: Palomino Foyer

8:30am – 9:45am GENERAL SESSION: Secretary Tom Ridge  
  Internet and Personal Security  
   location: Palomino 1 – 3 
10:00am – 11:15am BREAKOUT SESSIONS (2)
u The Impact of Water Management, Infrastructure and 
 Regulations on States  location: Palomino 6
 MODERATOR:   Representative Brenda Barton (AZ)   
 SPEAKERS:   Kevin Barnes, Senior Environmental Specialist, Arizona’s G&T Cooperative
  Aubrey Bettencourt, Executive Director, California Water Alliance
  Representative Lyle Larson (TX)
u When State and Federal Laws Collide: Collaboration vs. Collision    location: Palomino 8 – 9
 MODERATOR:   Senator Gary Stevens (AK) 
 SPEAKER:   Representative Daniel Pabon (CO)

10:00am – 12:00pm Legislative Spouses Event location: Willow Stream Spa Atrium

11:30am – 12:30pm GENERAL SESSION: Cynthia Cooper  
  Ethical Leadership for the 21st Century 
   location: Palomino 1 – 3
 *Attendance at this session will award credit in the Ethics/Ethical Leadership 
	 competency	area	for	those	currently	enrolled	in	SGAC’s	Professional	Certificate	Program 
12:30pm – 2:30pm Annual Meeting & 40th Anniversary Committee Meeting
     location: Dorado A 
2:30pm – 4:00pm Member Services Committee Meeting location: Dorado A

5:00pm – 6:30pm Happy Hour  location: Princess Falls

  sponsored by Diageo, NA
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Leaders’ Policy Conference

MONDAY u NOVEMBER 24
7:00am – 8:00am BREAKFAST   location: Palomino Foyer

8:00am – 9:00am GENERAL SESSION: Patricia Martin 
  How Engaging Millennials will Change Things 
   location: Palomino 1 – 3

9:15am – 10:30am BREAKOUT SESSIONS (2)
u The Role of Evidence-Based Medicine and 
 Emerging ‘Value-Based’ Payment Models location: Palomino 6

 MODERATOR: Chris Badgley, Senior Director, Daiichi-Sankyo, Inc.
 SPEAKERS: Dr. Nick Beard, Senior Vice President, MCG
  Lori Riley, Executive Vice President, PhRMA
  Representative Peggy Sayers (CT)

u Challenges and Opportunities in the Energy Sector:  
 What State Policymakers Need to Know location: Palomino 8 – 9

 MODERATOR: Representative Jeff Morris (WA) 
 SPEAKERS: Hank Courtright, Senior Vice President, Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI)
  Edward Johnston, Vice President of Research Operations,  
  Gas Technology Institute  
  Roger Martella, Partner, Sidley Austin LLP

10:45am – 12:00pm	 GENERAL	SESSION:		Paul	Oreffice
  From Immigrant to CEO: Only in America
   location: Palomino 1 – 3

12:30pm – 6:00pm  SOCIAL EVENT OPTIONS 
  (pre-registration required)
  u  Golf Tournament (TPC Scottsdale: Stadium Course) 

  u  Fishing Tournament (end time 2:30pm)

7:00pm – 9:30pm Western Themed Dinner  location: Crown P. Corral

 
TUESDAY u NOVEMBER 25
8:30am – 9:00am BREAKFAST  location: Palomino 1 – 3

9:00am – 10:00am CLOSING GENERAL SESSION: Ashley Judd
    location: Palomino 1 – 3



SGAC extends its thanks to the Special Events Sponsors:

Saturday, November 22nd 
Reception and Dinner 

6:30 – 9:00pm 
location: Lagoon Lawn

u
Sunday, November 23rd 

Happy Hour (sponsored by Diageo, NA) 

5:00 – 6:30pm 
location: Princess Falls

u

Monday, November 24th 
Western Themed Dinner 

7:00 – 9:30pm 
location: Crown P. Corral

u

PLEASE NOTE:  Attire for all  

evening social events is casual.

u
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Leaders’ Policy Conference SPECIAL EVENTS & SPONSORSHIPS
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Jon Burton 
Reed	Elsevier	Inc. 

2014 Leaders’ Policy Conference  
Chair

Winn Atkins 
Diageo,	NA  

2014 Leaders’ Policy Conference  
Vice Chair

SGAC extends its gratitude and thanks for an outstanding job to:

2014 LPC  
Planning Committee: 
Steve Arthur 
Stateside Associates

Ron Barnes 
Google

Dirk Bloemendaal 
Amway

Dave Christman 
National Beer Wholesalers 
Association

Jackie Clark 
Ash Grove Cement Company

Ajenai Clemmons 
National Black Caucus of 
State Legislators

Gerard Dehrmann 
Walmart Stores, Inc.

Deana Dennis 
National Electrical 
Manufacturers Association

Sherry Doctorian 
State Law Resources, Inc.

Laura Dooley 
Alliance of Automobile 
Manufacturers

Francis Fitzgerald 
Lilly USA, LLC.

Theresa Flores 
Mary Kay Inc.

Stefani Grant 
Unilever United States, Inc.

Joe Gregorich 
Apollo Education Group, Inc.

Aimee Grmoljez  
State Law Resources, Inc.

Ashley Groome 
McGuireWoods Consulting, LLC

Andy Hackman 
Serlin Haley LLP

Steve Higley 
American Fuel & Petrochemical 
Manufacturers

Katrina Iserman 
Sunovion Pharmaceuticals Inc.

Jennifer Jura 
National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association

Tom Kohl 
Allergan, Inc. 

Carol Laham 
Wiley Rein LLP

Bridgett Lovett 
Apollo Education Group, Inc.

Johnathan Lozier 
Women In Government

Greg Luna 
CITGO Petroleum Corp.

Bruce MacRae 
UPS

Terra McClelland 
Benevis, LLC

Jenn Mendez 
The Carpet and Rug Institute

Maggie Mick 
Council of State Governments

Sean Moore 
Consumer Healthcare  
Products Association

Elyce Morris  
Bridgepoint Education

Harold Oliver 
ACCION Texas Inc.

Mark Ourada 
American Coalition for  
Clean Coal Electricity

Paul Richman 
National Association of 
Professional Employer 
Organizations

Nancy Rhyme 
National Conference of  
State Legislatures

John Steele 
Tyco International

Kristin Strobel 
Entertainment Software 
Association

Marilyn Vetter 
Horizon Pharma

Bradley Westmoreland 
Genentech, Inc.

Emory Wilkerson  
State Farm Insurance Companies

Todd Wynn 
Edison Electric Institute

LP
C

14
 F

in
al

 P
ro

gr
am

Leaders’ Policy Conference ACKNOWLEDGMENTS



 u  Lanyards are color-coded for your  
convenience and badges must be  
worn at all events:

   Black:  Private Sector
  American Flag:  Public Sector
  
 u  Legislator registrants for the 2014  

Leaders’ Policy Conference are advised  
that this event is partially underwritten  
by SGAC member sponsors. If state law 
requires reporting, contact the SGAC  
office for documentation.

 u Conference functions are for paid  
  registrants only.

 u Attire for the conference is business casual.

 u During the sessions, please turn off or 
  switch to silent mode all mobile phones 
  and devices as a courtesy to the speakers  
  and audience.

 u Special Dietary Needs:  Please notify your
   server if you have special dietary needs.

2014–2015 SGAC Officers, Board of Directors and Staff

PRESIDENT
Jennifer Mendez
The Carpet and Rug Institute

VICE PRESIDENT
Gerard Dehrmann
Walmart Stores, Inc.

TREASURER
Donna Gehlhaart
International Paper

SECRETARY
Jon Burton
Reed Elsevier Inc.

IMMEDIATE PAST 
PRESIDENT
Katrina Iserman 
Sunovion Pharmaceuticals Inc.

DIRECTORS:
Ron Barnes
Google

Dirk Bloemendaal
Amway

David Christman
National Beer Wholesalers 
Association

Jacqueline Clark
Ash Grove Cement 
Company

Laura Dooley  
Alliance of Automobile 
Manufacturers

Dan Felton  
Philips Electronics  
North America

Theresa Flores
Mary Kay Inc.

Stefani Millie Grant
Unilever United States, Inc.

Joe Gregorich
Apollo Group, Inc.

Andrea Serlin
Serlin Haley LLP 

Marilyn Vetter
Horizon Pharma

Emory Wilkerson
State Farm Insurance 
Companies

STAFF:
Beth Loudy  
Executive Director

Monica Dolenc
Manager, Member Services

Crislyn Lumia
Director, Education & Training

Kate Necaise
Manager, Communications & 
Public Sector Outreach

Erin Mew
Program Coordinator
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