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pear feilow Goddardites!

Students; graduates; parents; professors. | thank you for your kind invitation to join you in
voice today,

I've beon away from Goddard College, perhaps lenger than most of you have baen allve,

| last walked on campus during the fate '70s.

But although 1+ was undoubtedly quite a long time ago, 1+ still sits in memory, and sometines
even visits In dreams of the funky stmesphere that suffused the campus {lke a ¢loud of oxhaled mart -
Juana smoke,

What really moved me however was the green !ife--the abundance of grass, trees standing I ke
anclent sentinels, fhe majestlc mountalns of Vermont, whlch possessed a beauty that was, to a guy
from the clfy, simply breath-taking, | remember, with crysial clarity, walkling through the woods
back to our dorms (Third World Studies), and feeling pure rapture in the presence of those trees.
How many centurles had these fraes stood on this earth? My amind fooked back to indians who pusttve
trod Through these very woods, my steps touchlng the ground that once crunched under thelr
mocecasined feet. Not only have the surviving remnant of thelr once-great numbers been banlshed from
the land of thelr fathers, but the reverence wlth which they held thelr lands, thelr collectlve
ambrace of Hother Earth, has been banished as well,

That living Femensity, more sacred than anything bullt by men, has never left we, and rises up
fike a pheenix whenever | think of the campus.

But, of course, what renlly matters here ls not my experlence--but yours, This Is your com-
mencement, and as such, | will dwell on the worid that you are about to enter into, fnhablt--and
true to Goddardts founding Tdeals, hopefully transform,

As we all know, Goddard ls rightly fsmous for Its nontraditional teaching methods and focus,

Here, students stand at the center of the educatlonal endeavor, and they are urged and expected
+o follow that vibe in thelr hearts--thet which glves them passlion--to determine not just what they
witl study, but how those studles can have Impact and smeaning in the larger soclety, This aln't a
cookle~cutter schootl.

Goddard, deepiy Influenced by the Ideas of John Dewey (1852-1952), sirives to resch that happy
and singular mediun befween the teacher and the taught, with one exploring with the other how best
to achleve a meaningful resoiution to questions that arise In the 11fe of the mind.

To guote Dewey, "Education 1s not preparation for life, it Is life Itself,”

Dear Graduates, never have words such as these been truer Yo the hour that Is upon us. For the
nation 1s in deep trouble, largely because old thinking, bolh domestleally and globally, has led us
Into the morass that the nation now faces, which may be encapsulated by references to place-names
that ring In our minds: Gazaj Ferguson; and lrag--agalnt

These are some of the challenges that abide in the world, which i+ wlll be your destiny to try
to analyze and resolve. As students of Goddard, you know that those challenges are not easy, but
they must be faced and addressed.

fhe Brazilian scholar, Paulo Friere, in his ground-breaking Pedagogy of the Oppressed, poslts
the power of |iteracy to transform psychology, to deepen and broaden one's place in the world,
Moreover, when one seeks to Iaterrogate one's radlcal bellefs, 1+ draws one decper [nto contact with
the meaning of soclal change and social transformation. Onc Is changed, the prerequisite to social
change.

Coddard, because of Its size and orlentation, has glven studenis the time and attention to find
the foous o answer questions that few other places have even dared to entertain. In many ways, it
Is Issues such as these that makes Goddard, Goddard., Questions of power; of politics; or race; of
gender; or place; guestlons about where one stands In the world--and how to move, act, intersct In a
worild awash in complexlty. Essentlally, how does a young person (or for that matter, even an older
one), looking at the vast, wlde world, wlth a quiet sense of terror, have s volee amidst that
monstrous din? How doss s/he find that volce that can create space; to think, fo be--to grow?
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te know that it must come from the place within, that which moves you; that which stirs you;
that which 1s your fruest, decpest self. Goddard, unllike most such Institutions of higher lear-
ning, quietly asks that you listen to, and Interrogate that voice, and vhen appropriate, amplify 11,
For, who knows, within that deepest You may dwell the very volce that s silently resonating within
the natlon, 1f not the worid, itself!

Here, soclal change and soclal fransformatlon forms the ralsen d'@tre of Goddard,

e need new guestions for the worid of the 21st century; but more importanily, we need new ans-
wers. e llve in a world where massive wars can be launched by rumors and Innuendo, Vhere the
matertal Interests of corporations are superfor to the Interests of working peopie (and remember-
corporations are people!); where the ecological threats Yo fresh water supplies, cloan air and fThe
enviroament in Amerlican cities pose challenges that seen beyond our ken.

plid t not say that we need new thinking?

The present soclal, pollilcal, ecelogical and global course is, to say the feast, unsustain-
able,

Perhaps some of you new graduates of Goddard will think up ways To forestall some of the
chalienges facing the living and generatlons unborn.

1 noted earlier my reverie In the woods of Goddard. That exquisite freshness In the wintry
alr, the night-time resplration of hundreds of magniflcent, evergreen trees, has refreshed my mind
even when miles--and decades-—avay from Goddard's sweet, cool ground, Our clitles, bullt during the
helghts of the industrial age, and now engulfed in post-industrial ennul, badly necd & greening.
Areas should be set aslde where children and mothers can breathe and remember alr loaded with fresh-
ness deliverad by green 1ife; not alr conditioncd,

Think of the myriad of problems that beset thls land, and strive to make it better, That's
Dewey's vislon--and Goddard's,

Lot me say something that |'ve never sald hofore: when | came to Goddard, | was Intimidated,
Although teachers and adults told me that ¥ could do the work, | rarely belteved them, | felt woe-
fuliy unprepared,

put guess what? Goddard gave me confidence, and | never tost that fecllng,

When | returned to Goddard--many years later--~| was a man on Death Row, with a date to die. |
was able to transfer ocredi+ts for continulng education, and my final paper utifized the writings of
Frantz Fanon and lanaclo Martin-Bard, to examine the concepts of both in liberation psychology and
I iberation theology.

Oonly at Goddard, Only at Goddard!

Goddard re-awakened in me my love of learning., In my mind, | left Death Row, fo travel fo
France, where Fanon studied psychlietry, and on to Blida Hospital (north of Alglers) where he
practiced and later Joinocd the Algerlan Revolutfon. Dy studying Martin-Bard, 1 ifraveled fo El Sal-
vador, where he worked as a priest and psychologlst, teaching |l#eracy to peasants, when the nation
groaned under miditary terror supported by 'El Horte'--the U.S. Emplre,

Yho vere these floures? Fanon was born In the Carlbbean Island of Martinigue, Then a colony of
France. Yhen he witnessed the oppression of the Arabs In Algeria, he felt compelled o Join the
Revolution on the side of what he called, 'The Wretched of the Earth.!' lgnaclo Martin-Bard vas
among 6 Jesult priests, a housekeeper and her daughter, slalp by ihe ¢,8.-tralned Atlacatl
Battalton, a notorious Salvadoran death squad.

Goddard supported those trips abroad (If only In the mind), and | thank the scheol, and many of
my friends and alums there--immensely, for opening a door closed for decades,

Goddard allowed me fo really study what Interested and moved me; revolutionary movements, and
through that doorway, history, psychology, politics and, of course, economics,

In one of the most represslve environments on sarth (Death Row), Goddard allowed me fo study
and research human |lberation and anti-colonial struggles on two continents: Africa and
Latin/Central America.

I fhank you for that grand opportunlty.
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For you graduates, your studles, vislts fo lands beyond your own, were done to give you hoth
inslghts and conflidence, to work In fhe world, fo try to create social change,

Your Job isn't how fo '‘get a jobt; 11's to make a difference!

{ thank my friends at Goddard for Invlting me back. If it's done for you haif of what it's
done for me, | assure you, you will have been well-served,

ilow, take what you know, and spply it in the eeal world, Help be the change you're seeking to

make!
{ thank you alll

s/ Mumfa Abu-Jamal , B.A., Goddard '96
M.A., [Humanitles], Callf. State Unlv.~-Dom, Hills, CA,, 199




